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Consumers Energy Presents Great 
Lakes Bay Hispanic Leadership 

Institute $5,000 Check

Monica B. Reyes, (Left) GLBHLI Director accepts $5,000 check 
from Michelle Mitchell, Education Program Administrator 

of Consumers Corporate Giving/Education

Miss Black USA 2014 Visits Saginaw 
and Speaks at Annual Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc. Finer Womanhood Luncheon 

and Scholarship Celebration

Miss Black USA 2014 Jasmin Alexander provides motivational words 
of encouragement to attendees of the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
Finer Womanhood Luncheon and Scholarship Celebration

Newly inducted members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Sigma Kappa Chapter (Central Michigan University) and Michigan 
State Organization Director, Tonia Jenkins. (l-r: Alexia DelosSantos (Saginaw), Alyx Johnson (Detroit), Kimberly Johnson (Saginaw), 
Tonia Jenkins (MSO Director), Andrea Buckley (Saginaw), Rayonee Grant (Grand Rapids/Detroit), Rajaniece Thompson (Detroit)
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SAGINAW YOUTH COUNCIL OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

515 N. Washington Avenue, Suite 400 – Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

P.O. Box 2446

Saginaw, Michigan 48605

Phone/Fax: 989. 752.0614 • Email: sagnaacpyc@gmail.com • Website: www.saginawNAACP.org

The Saginaw NAACP Youth Council to Host First Youth Image Awards
The Saginaw NAACP Youth Council will hold their first NAACP Youth Image Awards ceremony on Saturday, April 25, 2015 at 

the Saginaw Arts and Science Performing Arts Center, 1903 Niagara Street, Saginaw.  The evening will begin with an invitation only Red 
Carpet Reception at 5 p.m.  The program will begin at 6 p.m.  

This event will bring together some of Saginaw’s most positive youth leaders and organizations that embody and mirror the focus areas 
of the Saginaw NAACP Youth Council.  We will focus on youth who are manufacturing a change in the communities of Saginaw County. 

“Instead of just gazing at the issues, our youth council seeks to become game changers. 
We seek to train, empower, uplift and recognize the youth of Saginaw,” states DeJoiry M. Simmons, President of the Saginaw NAACP 

Youth Council.  
The 2015 Saginaw NAACP Youth Award recipients were nominated and selected for seven categories by school counselors; community 

youth group advisors, along with the Youth Council Executive Board.  
Tickets to the 2015 NAACP Youth Image Awards are $10 for youth and $20 for adults.  Kids under 2 get in free.  Tickets can be purchased 

through the NAACP office by calling 989.752-0614 or order by email sagnaacpyc@gmail.com

Congratulat ions!
N.Y. - Congratulations Harold Ekeh of Long Island, New York. 

Ekeh was accepted into 13 colleges that he applied to including all 8 
Ivy League Schools.

Harold Ekeh
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Fixing FCC Ruling Vital to Competitiveness 
of Minorities in Internet Economy

By Jerome Buckley, Publisher
The Michigan Banner

Saginaw - Minority individuals and businesses 
are among the most important demographic 
for Internet use, especially on mobile devices. 

African Americans below the age of 30 use 
Twitter at far higher rates than white users, 
40 percent to 28 percent, according to a 2014 
Pew study. 

African Americans use smartphones at the 
same rate as white users, catching up after 
years of lagging. 

Hispanic smartphone users are 17 points 
more likely to get on the Internet than non-Hispanic 
users, and 45 percent of Hispanic users are 
mobile-dominant Internet users compared with 
38 percent of non-Hispanics, according to a 
2014 Experian study.

Minorities will be directly affected by what 
happens to the Internet in coming years – and 
whether Michigan’s congressional delegation will 
fix a decision by the federal government to place 
the Internet under heavy bureaucratic oversight.

Recently, the Federal Communications 
Commission decided to place the already free 
and open Internet under Title II regulations. 

Jerome Buckley

Designed for public utilities, these rules 
are incompatible with the dynamic, fast-paced, 
rapidly evolving Internet. 

The FCC’s decision now threatens to slow the 
rapid progress of innovations and entrepreneurship 
that form the backbone of the Internet economy.

The idea that the Internet must remain free, 
open and accessible is vital to sustaining and 
increasing technology use among minorities, 
especially in an economy that demands tech 
savvy users who can share information and 
collaborate across platforms. 

One critical key to achieving this goal is the 
continuation of investment and innovations in 
broadband and wireless technology. The FCC 
ruling is already sending a chill down the backs 
of broadband carriers, Internet service providers 
and other companies that are building the 
backbone of the Internet economy. 

And that investment needs to happen in areas 
that aren’t fully served and in communities that 
don’t always have reliable access to the Internet. 

Only 62 percent of minority households 
have some form of broadband connection at 
home, according to the 2014 Pew study. A large 
explanation for that is because the infrastructure 
necessary to expand broadband access still 
remains to be built in many predominantly 
minority communities.

Additionally, the FCC rule will likely lead 
to higher state and local fees for access, costs 
that consumers and minority owned businesses 
would be forced to pay for. The Progressive 
Policy Institute estimates the total increase in 
taxes and fees at $11 billion a year.

The FCC ruling amounts to another hurdle for 
minorities to compete in today’s Internet economy. 

Minority leaders across the nation are 
increasingly calling on Congress to provide a 
solution to this self-inflicted problem.

 Michigan’s congressional leaders should 
step up so individuals and businesses can 
compete fairly and achieve success. 
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Disclaimer:
The Latino Banner and its staff are not responsible and will not be held liable for any mistakes, errors, misspellings and false  
advertisements in part or whole that may be placed within its publication.  Articles, information or comments printed in the Latino  
Banner are not necessarily the views or beliefs of The Latino Banner newspaper. The Latino Banner reserves the right to edit,  
change, or delete any information, or refuse to print any information, article or advertisement which is believed to be inconsistent  
with or conflicts with the mission of the newspaper. 

We encourage readers to send letters, story ideas, comments and questions.
 
Deadlines:
2 weeks before each publication date of the 1st and 16th of each month.
Submission Procedure:
Mailed or e-mailed to the latinobanner@gmail.com.  Preferred format:  Jpeg or PDF

Business~Negocio
"Dialogue with the SBA Director"

MI - Join us at "Dialogue with the SBA 
Director" on Wednesday, April 22, 9:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m., at the Almont Lions Club,  
222 Water St, Almont, MI, and learn how to 
grow your business by using SBA services!  

SBA District Director, Gerald Moore, will 
host a small business roundtable that gives you 
an opportunity to talk about your business goals 
and find out how SBA can help.  

There is no cost to attend but seating is 

limited.  R.S.V.P. to Michigan@sba.gov and 
include your name, business name and phone 
number. If you have additional questions, 
contact June Foyt at june.foyt@sba.gov or 
313.324.3608.
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Teen Wins 2015 Tom Joyner Foundation® ‘Full Ride’ Scholarship

N.C. - JoAnna Jones of Asheville, North 
Carolina, is the winner of the Tom Joyner 
Foundation® “Full Ride Scholarship” that will 
cover full tuition, room and board on-campus, 
and books up to 10 semesters.

Tom Joyner, the Foundation’s chairman and 
founder, announced his scholarship during the 
Tom Joyner Morning Show, which airs on 100 
stations reaching a broadcast and digital audience 
of more than eight million listeners every week. 

Jones, a graduating senior from Asheville’s 
Buncombe County Early College High School, 
was selected from hundreds of applicants for 
the scholarship.

Jones plans to attend Winston-Salem State 
University in Winston-Salem, N.C. because of 
its science and nursing-related courses. 

The impressive18-year-old also is graduating 
with an Associates’ of Arts Degree from Asheville- 
Buncombe Technical Community College. 

She became inspired to pursue a career in 
the medical field after participating in the Minority 
Medical Mentoring Program, where she had a 
chance to shadow members of the medical field 
every day after school. 

In her application essay, she discussed how 
the doctors treated an overmedicated patient.

“I’m so grateful for this scholarship,” said 

Education
Jones, who also worked as a lifeguard and a 
swim instructor. “I want to get into healthcare 
to make the people connections and to be right 
by someone’s side when they’re going through 
the worst thing in their lives.”

Tom Joyner, the host of the nationally 
syndicated morning radio show, said, “JoAnna 
is one of those amazing students who will benefit 
from the nurturing and family atmosphere that 
HBCUs provide. She’s going to do great things 
in this world. I’m so glad the Foundation is 
going to be a part of her success.”

Stefanie Buckner, who wrote a recommendation 
for Ms. Jones, said, “JoAnna is a determined, 
goal-oriented, confident young lady that will 
be a leader in the health care profession in the 
very near future.” 

Julie Maimes, Jones’ science teacher, wrote, 
“JoAnna is the most exceptional student I have 
had the opportunity to teach in my career. She 
is diligent, responsible, dedicated to her education 
and committed to serving her community.” 
Jones is the fifth Tom Joyner Foundation Full 
Ride Scholar. 

The previous winners include Titus Ziegler Jr., 
of Atlanta’s Inman Middle School, who served 

as a commander of the elite Junior ROTC Color 
Guard and Cheyenne Boyce, of Detroit’s Cass 
Technical High School, who graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa from Spelman College in Atlanta and 
is currently a Fulbright Scholar in Malaysia 
where she teaches English.

Blaine Robertson of Reserve, La. is graduating 
from Howard University in Washington, D.C. 
with a B.S. in mathematics, a B.A. in history 
with a minor in secondary education. 

The first winner, Britney Wilson of Brooklyn, 
N.Y., is graduating from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School, and she graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa from Howard University. 
Ms. Wilson will be working in the New York offices 
of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU).

To retain the scholarship, students had to meet 
the required academic standards each semester. 

Founded in 1998, the Tom Joyner Foundation 
has raised more than $65 million to help keep 
students enrolled in black colleges.

 It has assisted more than 29,000 students 
and worked with more than 100 HBCUs. To 
learn more about the Foundation, go to 
TomJoynerFoundation.org.

JoAnna Jones
Courtesy Photo

The 2015 Tom Joyner Foundation Full Ride Scholar Finalists with Tom Joyner and Amb. Andrew Young. 
Courtesy Photo
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Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

About Saginaw ISD HS/EHS
 Established in 1965, Head Start promotes 
school readiness for children, ages three to 
five, in low-income families by offering 
educational, nutritional, health, social and 
other services. 
 Head Start programs promote school 
readiness by enhancing the social and  
cognitive development of children through 
the provision of educational, health, nutritional, 
social and other services to enrolled children 
and families. 
 Early Head Start, launched in 1995, 
provides support to low-income infants, 
toddlers, pregnant women and their families. 
 EHS programs enhance children’s physical, 
social, emotional, and intellectual development; 
assist pregnant women to access comprehensive 
prenatal and postpartum care; support parents’ 
efforts to fulfill their parental roles; and help 
parents move toward self-sufficiency. 
 Together Head Start and Early Head Start 
have served tens of millions of children and 
their families.
 At Saginaw ISD Head Start, our attentive 
staff is available Monday through Friday to 
answer all of your questions and make every 
effort to ensure you are 100% satisfied.

Saginaw ISD Head Start  
Claytor Administrative Building

3200 Perkins Street * Saginaw MI  48601
989.752.2193 * 989.921.7146 Fax

Office Hours:
Monday: 8 AM – 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM – 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM – 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM – 4:30 PM

Saturday: Closed
Sunday:  Closed

For additional information concerning  
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:  

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Our mission is to provide high quality 
services, developing school readiness 
and family empowerment for prenatal 

to age five children and families by 
working in partnership with parents 

and the community.”

Sabrina Beeman-Jackson
Saginaw ISD Head Start/Early
Head Start Program Director
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Saginaw Valley State University Hires New STEM College Dean
University Center, MI - Saginaw Valley 

State University has hired Frank R. Hall to serve 
as dean of the College of Science, Engineering 
and Technology. Hall will play a leading role in 
advancing STEM disciplines (science, technology, 
engineering and math) at SVSU and in the 
Great Lakes Bay Region.

“Frank is passionate about STEM education 
and has demonstrated a strong dedication to 
students and their success. These attributes really 
came through during his interviews and helped 
him emerge from a very deep candidate pool,” 
said Deb Huntley, SVSU provost and vice 
president for academic affairs.

“He is eager to enhance research opportunities 
for students and faculty, and through his 
experience working on STEM initiatives in 
Massachusetts, I am confident in his ability to 
effectively build relationships with external 
constituencies. He is the natural choice for 
our institution at this time.”

Hall comes to SVSU from Worcester State 
University in Massachusetts, where he has been 
a professor since 2012, including a one-year term 
as dean.  He also has been a visiting scholar at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute. Hall replaces 
Huntley, who was promoted to SVSU’s provost 
last year. Andrew Chubb, SVSU professor of 
chemistry, has been serving as interim dean.

Prior to this, Hall held a variety of academic, 
government and public policy appointments.  
After eight years on the faculty at the University 

of New Orleans, he joined the Ocean Studies 
Board of the National Academies of Science in 
Washington, D.C. in 2006. That was followed 
by stints with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration and the Center for Environment, 
Commerce and Energy.

“I was attracted to SVSU and its vision of 
the future, and during my visit, I was impressed 
by the outstanding faculty, and the university’s 
commitment and dedication to quality education 
for its students,” Hall said.

“The positive attitudes of everyone I met 
demonstrated that SVSU embraces diversity and 
the well-being of all students, while supporting 
faculty research initiatives and outreach to the 
Great Lakes Bay Region.”

In the past two years, SVSU has received 
major gifts from the Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow 
Foundation, The Dow Chemical Company 
Foundation, and the Dow Corning Foundation 
to improve students’ performance in STEM 
disciplines at the middle school, high school 
and University levels.

“With my diverse background to advance 
STEM research, education, and policy,” Hall 
said, “I am confident the faculty and I will further 
enhance the vision, mission, and goals of an 
already strong college. I am excited to join 
SVSU in June.”

Respected in his field, Hall currently serves 
the United Nations Oceans Assessment Program 
as a consulting expert.  He also has been serving 

on Massachusetts’ STEM Advisory Council. For 
his professional activities, Hall was nominated 
as an Outstanding African-American in STEM 
for the Black Engineers of the Year Awards 
in 2014.

Hall completed a Ph.D. in geological 
oceanography from the University of Rhode 
Island. He also holds a master’s degree from 
Lehigh University and a bachelor’s degree from 
Kean University.

Hall will begin his duties at SVSU on June 1.

Frank Hall
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Fifth Third Bancorp Vice Chairman and CEO Kevin Kabat 
to Speak at Davenport University Commencement

Grand Rapids - Kevin T. Kabat, Vice 
Chairman and CEO of Fifth Third Bancorp, 
will serve as Davenport University’s 2015 
Commencement Speaker at ceremonies to be 
held Sunday April 26, 2015, at Van Andel 
Arena in Grand Rapids. 

At the event, where up to 2,000 Davenport 
graduates from across the state of Michigan 
will celebrate their new degrees, Kabat will 
be presented with an Honorary Doctorate degree 
by the University.

Before joining Fifth Third in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Kabat served as President of Fifth Third 
Bank (Western Michigan) and was a member 
of Davenport’s Board of Trustees. 

“It is an honor to welcome Kevin Kabat 
back to Grand Rapids to celebrate commencement 
with us this April,” said Dr. Richard J. Pappas, 
President of Davenport University.

 “Kabat is an incredible businessman and 
a good friend to Davenport. I expect that his 
experiences will resonate with our new graduates 
as they step out of our classrooms and into 
their new or enhanced career roles.” 

As CEO at Cincinnati-based Fifth Third 
Bancorp since 2007, Kabat is responsible for 
overseeing strategic direction of the diversified 
financial services company, which at year-end 
2014 had $139 billion in assets, more than 1,300 
full-service Banking Centers, 2.638 ATMs and 
15 affiliates in 12 states.

 Its four main businesses are Commercial 
Banking, Branch Banking, Consumer Lending 
and Investment Advisors. Kabat became CEO 
in 2007, a year after he was named President 
of the company. 

Previously, he served as Executive Vice 
President responsible for retail and affiliate 
banking. Kabat was the Vice Chairman and 
President of Old Kent Bank when it was acquired 
by Fifth Third Bancorp in 2001. He joined 
Old Kent in 1982. 

Kabat received his bachelor’s degree in 
Behavioral Science from Johns Hopkins University 
and a master’s degree in Industrial/Organizational 
Psychology from Purdue University. Kevin Kabat

Youth First
Saginaw – The Youth First programs delivers dozens of existing 

youth development and recreation programs to Saginaw County’s 
at-risk youth. The programs help reinforce fundamentals learned in 
school by providing fun and creative learning 
experiences during non-school hours. Youth 
First also can help students be better prepared 
for school and improve their problem-solving 
skills, attitudes and community engagement.

To learn more, contact Debra Shelton, Youth 
First director, at deb@saginawfoundation.org, or 
(989) 755-0545.

Pit and Balcony Receives Grant
Saginaw - PIT AND BALCONY THEATRE has received a 

$10,000 grant from the Saginaw Community Foundation for 
the UPCOMING 2015-2016 SEASON.

The Saginaw Community Foundation 
awards grants to 501(c)(3) nonprofit  
organizations, local units of government 
and religious institutions.
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CMU Chemistry Professor and Students Leading the Fight Against Tuberculosis

Mount Pleasant - Benjamin Swarts, assistant 
professor of chemistry in Central Michigan 
University’s College of Science and Technology, 
has been awarded a $420,085 grant from the 
National Institutes of Health along with Peter 
Woodruff, assistant professor of chemistry at 
the University of Southern Maine. 

TB typically attacks the lungs but can also 
affect other parts of the body. It is spread 
through the air when people who have an 
active TB infection cough, sneeze or transmit 
respiratory fluids. 

General signs and symptoms include fever, 
chills, night sweats, decreased appetite, weight 
loss and fatigue.

There are approximately 10 million new 
cases of active TB disease and 1.5 million 
deaths per year, predominantly in developing 
parts of the world.

“As a research community, we urgently 
need to learn more about how M. tuberculosis 
infection works in order to accelerate the 
creation of new approaches to TB prevention 
and treatment,” Swarts said. 

“In recent decades, effective TB treatment 
has become difficult due to the unusual structure 
and chemical composition of the mycobacterial 
cell wall, which hinders the entry of drugs 
and makes many antibiotics ineffective.”

SEE P 15, CMU Chemistry...

Scholarship Offers Opportunity to Students 
Who Have Been Incarcerated

New York - The Shawn Carter Foundation Scholarship 
provides financial support to high school students as well as 
undergraduate students entering college for the first time. 

The purpose of the scholarship is to help underserved students 
who may not be eligible for other scholarships. 

The scholarship established by Gloria Carter and her son 
Shawn Carter, better known as Jay-Z, offers opportunities to 
students who have been incarcerated or faced particular life 
challenges but still want to pursue higher education.

Students who have either graduated from high school or 
earned their G.E.D. may apply. Minimum grade point average 
is 2.0. Students must have a strong desire to go to college and 
earn their degree. Students must also have a desire to give back 
to their communities.

All applications must be submitted by April 30, 2015.  
Submissions of late applications will not be accepted.

For information concerning the scholarship, visit,  
http://www.shawncartersf.com/

Chemistry professor Ben Swarts and his undergraduate 
student Bailey Urbanek 

Photo:  Central Michigan University

Led by Swarts, the NIH grant will support 
their research of Mycobacterium tuberculosis, 
the strain of bacteria that causes tuberculosis.

TB is a major global health issue. According 
to Swarts, one-third of the world’s population 
is infected with TB, and the emergence of 
drug-resistant strains of M. tuberculosis is a 
growing, urgent public health concern.

“Our research focus is to develop a class 
of molecules — derivatives of a unique sugar 
called trehalose — that will be useful for 
studying M. tuberculosis,” Swarts said.

“Trehalose made by the bacteria is so 
important to its survival that the bacterium 
cannot live, or infect humans, without it.

Humans, on the other hand, do not make 
or need trehalose, which makes the sugar 
derivatives very attractive targets for developing 
new methods of TB diagnostics and treatments.”

Overall, M. tuberculosis is the world’s 
deadliest bacterial pathogen with tuberculosis 
being the second most common cause of death 
from infectious disease behind HIV and AIDS. 
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Drug-resistant tuberculosis is much more 
difficult and costly to diagnose and treat, calling 
for efforts to develop new antibiotics — and ways 
to deliver them — along with improved diagnostic 
tools that can be used in low-resource settings 
and alternative vaccination strategies.

“For example, we can make trehalose-based 
imaging probes that ‘light up’ living bacteria 
and may be useful for medical diagnostics in the 
future, helping clinicians to quickly identify 
TB-positive patients,” Swarts said.

He and Woodruff have successfully developed 
a new method of detecting the presence of 
M. tuberculosis, using a naturally occurring 
enzyme and water, for rapidly synthesizing a 
broad variety of trehalose derivatives. 

As a result, they have an unmatched ability 
to make and test a new class of compounds and 
have filed a provisional patent on their method.

Swarts said that CMU undergraduate 
students have been pivotal in the success of the 
project and the attainment of the NIH grant to 
keep it going.

Mt. Olive Institutional Missionary Baptist Church
1114 N. 6th St  

Saginaw, MI   48601

Presents

PARENT SPRING CONFERENCE LUNCHEON

April 25, 2015   10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

LUNCHEON SPEAKERS

Dr. Dawn Hinton, SVSU

Judge M.T. Thompson, Choices & Consequences

Mr. Louis Trisch, Educator & Job Consultant

For registration information call 989.752.8064 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE APRIL 20, 2015

Delta's Closet
Free Professional Clothing for Delta Students

University Center, MI- Students may shop Delta’s Closet 
for professional apparel for such events as scholarship and job 
interviews and the first days on their new job. 

The campus store offers professional clothing, shoes, and 
accessories at no cost to students with a college ID.  Agency 
referrals for non-Delta students may be considered.

Delta’s Closet, operated as an on-campus retail store, and 
is self-sustained by the greater campus community.

Since April 2010, 300 plus students have been served, and 
the initial clothing donation of 350 pieces has grown to 
currently 700 pieces.

Donations of gently used clothing, 
shoes, and accessories are accepted 
by Career Services in D102 during 
regular office hours of Monday to 
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For additional information, call 
Lori Ziolkowski at 989-686-9384.

 Midland junior and biomedical sciences 
major Bailey Urbanek was one of the lead 
co-authors on the initial publication of the 
team’s research.

Urbanek said that being included as part 
of the scientific writing process and the 
opportunity to present the research at professional 
meetings makes her feel that her involvement 
and work is having a direct impact on the 
global scientific community.

“I know undergraduate research isn’t a 
hands-on privilege at every university,” Urbanek 
said. “I feel that I have an advantage over my 
peers at other institutions, and I know that 
being involved in this research has been one 
of the most significant, influential opportunities 
that I have had at Central.”

The NIH grant will allow several other 
CMU undergraduates to join Urbanek in the 
lab work by funding several summer researchers 
for the next three years. It also provides 
funding support for a CMU graduate student.

In addition, the grant also will strengthen 
CMU scientists’ research capabilities to 

investigate infectious diseases because a 
portion of it will be used to fund equipment 
for a Biosafety Level 3 laboratory in CMU’s 
new $95 million Biosciences Building, currently 
under construction and scheduled to open for 
classes in January 2017.

“The BSL3 lab will make it possible for 
us to conduct research on M. tuberculosis 
itself rather than similar model organisms,” 
Swarts said. “Research on the actual bacterium 
will lead to data that will be more relevant to 
direct clinical translation.”

The National Institutes of Health, a part 
of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, is the nation’s medical research 
agency — making important discoveries that 
improve health and save lives.

It is the largest source of funding for 
medical research in the world, creating 
numerous high-quality jobs by funding 
thousands of scientists in universities and 
research institutions in every state across 
America and around the globe.

FROM P 14, CMU Chemistry...
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Detroit to Co-host International  
Competition Highlighting STEM Skills

Lansing - Michigan, already a national leader in FIRST Robotics 
teams, has been named as one of two hosts for FIRST championship events 
from 2018 to 2020, bringing teams from around the world to Detroit.

Gov. Rick Snyder recently applauded the announcement that FIRST 
Robotics has named Detroit as one of two cities to host international 
championship events for three years. 

Starting in 2018, championship activities are to be held at Cobo Center 
and Ford Field. Houston will be the other host city during those three years.

“Michigan has long been a global leader in design and engineering, 
and FIRST Robotics is a program that is inspiring the next generation 
of innovators,” Snyder said.

“We’re excited to show off Michigan’s talented students and the 
companies and universities that support them through FIRST Robotics.

“It’s also great that people from around the world will be visiting 
Detroit, the comeback city, and seeing firsthand the exciting things 
happening there.”

FIRST Robotics programs are collaborations between schools and 
experts in the field, where they work together to design and build 
robots for competitions, learning to solve challenging problems and 
gaining in-demand skills that can lead to rewarding careers.

Michigan is a national leader with 345 FIRST Robotics teams – 107 
more teams than California -- and 77 rookie teams this year. 

The state supports the teams through $2 million in grants as an effort 
to encourage students to study science, technology, engineering and 
math. The teams play a big role in state efforts to lead the nation in 
building a talented workforce.

The championship event includes competitions in all four FIRST 
Robotics programs and is projected to generate as much as $90 million 
in economic impact over the three years.

Teams can qualify for the international competition through state 
competitions held each April.

Michigan Teen Earns 3 College 
Degrees in High School

Gov. Rick Snyder
By Krystle Crossman

Flint - The town of Flint, Michigan is home to an amazing young 
woman. At just 19 years of age, Jasmine Cofield has accomplished more 
than many do in an entire lifetime. 

She graduated from high school last year but before she was handed 
her diploma she already had three college degrees under her belt. She 
is currently a senior at Central Michigan University. 

This year she was named the 2015 Newman Civic Fellow. The award 
is handed out to college students that demonstrate empathy for others. 
They also show they are capable of finding real-world solutions to 
problems that affect the communities around them and make sure they 
help the community by implementing those solutions. 

This year Cofield will be traveling with Global Bridges to Honduras 
to volunteer in clinics that provide much-needed services to the communities 
that are struggling with health issues. 

She has been all over the country with a program called the Alternative 
Break program which is sponsored by the Mary Ellen Brandell Volunteer 
Center. With this group, Cofield has helped to rebuild homes that were 
destroyed in the South by Hurricane Katrina. Also, she has helped in 
facilities that treat HIV/AIDS patients in Atlanta by helping to restore 
the facilities to a more modern place.

While attending Mott Middle College, which is where she 
completed all of her high school courses, Cofield also studied at 
Mott Community College.

 The Middle College is a transitional program that integrates high 
school classes and college classes. The students end up graduating from 
the Middle College with a high school diploma and 15 college credits. 

Cofield ended up with three Associate degrees from Mott Community 
College before she even got her diploma. 

She kept a 4.0 average all through college and ended high school 
with a 3.97 GPA. She did so well in her schooling that she earned 
enough money in scholarships to cover her Bachelor’s degree studies 
at Central Michigan University.

 She is studying to become a Physician’s Assistant in Neuroscience.
http://www.theblackhomeschool.com/

Jasmine Cofield Courtesy Photo
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President Obama Launches $70 Million Program to Support Young 
Entrepreneurs in the US, Latin America, and the Caribbean

Intersection of Business & Wealth

Thanks Mrs. Baber for the purchase of your new Impala!

Terry Reed
Sales Professional

Used Cars

Phone (989) 667-2000 Ext 341
Direct (989) 460-0341
Fax (989) 667-0103

E-Mail terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website www.labadieauto.com
Labadie Buick Cadillac GMC

711 S. Euclid Ave.
Bay City, MI  48706

Kingston, Jamaica - Recently, President 
Obama launched the Young Leaders of the Americas 
Initiative (YLAI) to expand opportunities for 
emerging entrepreneurs and civil society activists.  

Building on the success of the President’s 
young leader initiatives in sub-Saharan Africa 

and Southeast Asia, YLAI will incubate and 
accelerate the work of young business and 
civil society leaders from Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and the United States. 

YLAI will provide 250 fellowships each year 
to enable participants from the United States 
and the region to develop joint business and 
civil society initiatives. 

The preponderance of the fellowships will 
take place at universities, incubators, and 
non-governmental organizations across the 
United States, while follow-on exchanges will 
send Americans to Latin America and the 
Caribbean to continue the collaboration.  

YLAI fellows will receive ongoing support 
through a continuum of networking, mentorship, 
and investment opportunities. 

Fifty-eight percent of the population 
in Latin America and the Caribbean is 
under 35.  Despite important economic 
gains over the last decade, significant 
challenges – including limited access 
to jobs, capital, and advanced educational 
opportunities, and the availability of 
illicit employment opportunities – hold 
many youth back from reaching their full 
potential.  

YLAI will help address the opportunity 
gap for youth, especially women, by empowering 
entrepreneurs and civil society leaders with 
the training, tools, networks, and resources they 
need to transform their societies and contribute 
more fully to economic development and 
prosperity, security, human rights, and good 
governance in the hemisphere. 
SEE P 19, President Obama Launches Program...

President Barack Obama waves as he departs a "Young 
Leaders of the Americas Initiative" town hall in the 
Mona Campus Assembly Hall Building at the 
University of the West Indies in Kingston, Jamaica.  

 (Official White House Photo by Pete Souza)
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Building linkages between young lead-
ers across the hemisphere is a central 
objective of the initiative.  Through its fellow-
ships, YLAI aims to foster over 50 formal 
business and civil society partnerships each 
year between emerging entrepreneurial and 
civil society entities in Latin America and 
the Caribbean with their counterparts in the 
United States. 

YLAI Goals: Connections, Co-Creation, 
and Contributing to Growth

As part of the President’s Spark Global 
Entrepreneurship initiative, YLAI will contribute 
to the United States’ global goal of generating 
$1 billion dollars for emerging business and 
social entrepreneurs by the end of 2017, by 
helping fellows attract new support, investments, 
and in-kind resources for their business or 
organization each year. 

 For startup businesses, social enterprises, 
and civil society organizations, this infusion 

of funding, resources, and support will play a 
critical role in enabling their development, 
expansion, and sustainability.

The YLAI Fellowship: Building Business 
and Social Innovations

The fellowship will include six weeks of 
training, immersion at an incubator, accelerator, 
or civil society organization, and a summit in 
Washington, D.C. to facilitate mentoring, 
networking, and investment opportunities.  

The summit will provide participants with 
the opportunity to showcase their initiatives 
and attract new investments, learn from others, 
network with leading figures in their field, as 
well as hear from top business, government, 
and civil society leaders. 

YLAI will provide participants returning 
to their countries and communities with access 
to virtual resources, training, mentoring, and, 
most importantly, platforms to continue their 
collaboration.  The first class of 250 fellows 
will begin in 2016.

The YLAI Pilot: Focus on Technology
YLAI will commence in 2015 with a pilot 

program involving 24 participants from Latin 
America and the Caribbean, including Cuba.  

The pilot program will focus on the creation 
and expansion of business and civil society 
initiatives that utilize technology by embedding 
participants in incubators and accelerators 
across the United States.  

Participants will work on new technological 
applications that their host company or organization 
uses or seeks to develop.   

American participants will also have the 
opportunity to travel to their counterparts’ 
countries as part of the pilot program.  Interested 
applicants can sign up for updates on the 
fellowship on the YLAI ShareAmerica page:  
http://share.america.gov/ylai

To read the article in its entirety, visit 
www.whitehouse.gov.

FROM P 18, President Obama Launches Program...
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The Michigan Chronicle Celebrates 
Women of Excellence

Detroit - The Michigan Chronicle recently celebrated 55 phenomenal 
women who are exceeding in their career, community organizations, 
and leadership. 

The annual Women of Excellence Experience, held at the MGM 
Grand Detroit, hosted honorees and guests with a strolling reception, 
an elegant induction ceremony featuring keynote speaker Desiree Rogers, 
CEO of Johnson Publishing Company, and a mini-conference with 
seminars on business, finance and relationships.

Prior to the program guests also 
enjoyed complimentary makeovers 
and fashion tips in the newly added 
“Aisle of Beauty” venue. 

WOE honorees and their guests 
also had an opportunity to chat with 
well-known authors in the brand new 
“Authors Row.”

Michigan Chronicle publisher, 
Hiram E. Jackson, expressed that it is 
important to recognize these distinguished 
women who exemplify poise and dignity, 
and are strong contributors to the 
progression of Metro Detroit.

Michigan Chronicle
Desiree Rogers, CEO of Johnson 

Publishing Company

Unique Uniforms Inc.
4070 Tittabawassee Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48604  
Maria Osuna
989.792.3731

1000 businesses strong:
Are YOU a member?

FAA Gives Amazon Green Light 
to Test Delivery Drones

By Brian Fung
Wash. - Aviation regulators gave Amazon the green light to begin 

testing its Prime Air drones in the United States — a decision that, 
together with a new federal approval process, could pave the way for 
other companies interested in drone delivery.

The Federal Aviation Administration told Amazon recently that it 
will be free to conduct research and development on drone technol-
ogy, with certain restrictions. 

Amazon’s drones can’t fly higher than 400 feet or faster than 100 
miles per hour. They’ll also have to remain within the drone opera-
tor’s direct line of sight, fly only during the day and operate over 
private property.

The two-year exemption lets Amazon push ahead with its plans 
to ship small packages by a drone. The company hopes cutting the 
wait time between order and delivery will encourage consumers to 
buy more online.

Now that Amazon has received approval for research and devel-
opment for a drone delivery, others wishing to do the same might get 
expedited treatment under the summary grant process. But, FAA 
spokesman Les Dorr said, each application will be evaluated indi-
vidually.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/
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Thank you Carolyn Speed 
for purchasing the 2010 

Chevy Equinox from 
Mcdonald Used Cars. 
Leon Washington, 
Sales Professional

www.McDonaldAuto.com

5155 State St.
Saginaw, MI
48603 

989.790.5155 
866.790.5155

Spencer’s Restaurant
5530 Gratiot Road

between M-47 & Center Rd. in Saginaw, MI
989.793.4500

www.spencersroute46.com
M-F Open for Lunch 11:30 a.m.

Sat. Open at 5 p.m.
CLOSED Sun 

Spencer Dambro, Owner

Decoding the Transportation Revenue 
and Sales Tax Ballot Proposal

Midland - The next Issues and Answers luncheon is Wednesday, 
April 22, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Great Hall, located at 5121 
Bay City Rd., in Midland. The registration is $20; an early bird rate 
of only $15 is offered through April 17. MDOT Director Kirk Steudle 
will provide an educational presentation that shares just the facts of 
the proposal, which will go before 
Michigan voters on May 5. For 
general inquiries email the chamber 
at chamber@macc.org.
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Appraisal Services
Clarence W. Osborne Jr.,  
Certified General Appraiser
Residential and Commercial
989.746.9721
989.780.2088

Attorneys
The Law Offices of  
Alan A. Crawford PLLC
Alan A. Crawford, Attorney At Law
615 Griswold Ste. 1215,  
Detroit, MI 48226
803 Court Street, Saginaw, MI 48602
313.559.7881
313.556.2487 (Fax)
www.acrawfordlaw.com

Michael L. Oakes, Attorney At Law
2811 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
1-888-886-5711
www.oakeslawgroup.com

Auto
Garber Buick
5925 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
989.497.4444

Labadie Olds
711 S. Euclid
Bay City, MI 48706
Terry Reed
Sales Professional
989-667-2000 Ext. 341
Direct 989-460-0341
Fax    989-667-0103
E-mail   terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website  www.labadieauto.com

McDonald Pontiac-GMC, Inc.
5155 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603
Leon V. Washington
Sales & Leasing Professional
989-790-5155
Leonwa1@yahoo.com

Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Parys Liddell
Sales Consultant-Lincoln Certified
Representative
989.792.2453

Auto Detail
Morningstar Auto Detail Shop
306 East Remington Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-482-6505
www.MorningStarDetail.com 

Beauty
Imani Beauty Salon
Felicia Thomas
212 Federal Ave. (Downtown)
Saginaw, MI 48601

Reflections of U Too
Louise McKinnie, Owner
2103 Sheridan Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989.753.4600

Sports Barbershop
1400 W. Genesee
Saginaw, Michigan 48602
989-992-2600

Unique Cuts & Massage
1502 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-327-2338

Unique Cuts II
3125 E. Holland
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-327-2338

Cleaning Services
Best Choice
Floor Maintenance & Carpet Cleaning
989-316-8327
bestchoicefmandcc@hotmail.com

Dentists
Jack W. Nash, DDS
Cosmetic and
Restorative Dentistry
1320 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-752-1200

Employment Services
Great Lakes Bay Michigan Works!  
312 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989.752.3145
Fax 989.752.3075

Fashion
Where Did U Get That Hat?
Specializing in Custom Designs
“Sunday’s Best”
Yvonne Ellison/Milliner
Phone 989-529-4193
E-mail: yeellison@aol.com

Financial
Team One Credit Union
520 Hayden Street
Saginaw, MI  48607
989.754.6575
888.288.3261

Wanigas Credit Union
1837 Bagley
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.759.5780

Florists
Erika’s Flowers
214 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9330
www.erikasflowerssaginaw.com

Food & Dining
Spencer’s Route 46
Spence Dambro
Proprietor
5530 Gratiot
Saginaw, MI 48638
989-793-3400
www.spencersfinefood.com

Funeral Homes
Deisler Funeral Home
2233 Hemmeter Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989.799.1151

Heating and Cooling
HORIZON
Azola Williams
989-755-8650 Business
989-233-3295 Cell 

Home Health Care Services 
ComForcare Home Care
320 S. Washington Ave. Ste. 
202
Saginaw, MI   48607
989.752.5501
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

Photography
E.B. Studio
212 Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-397-4144

Publications
David Hall
Crimiel Publications LLC
POB 20061
Saginaw, Michigan 48602

Restaurants
Rite Spot
1205 Lapeer
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-6001

Retailers
GREEKS “R” US
2203 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-4925
riggins52@charter.net

Shoe Repair
Morgans Shoe Repair
308 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-6155

Township Goverment
Buena Vista Charter Township
Dexter A. Mitchell
Township Manager
1160 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI  48601

Business Directory

Advertisers Are Talking 24/7 Around The Great Lakes Bay Region And Beyond @ www.themichiganbanner.com!
To Join The Conversation Contact The Sales Staff at 989.753.3475, or the michiganbanner@gmail.com.

The Michigan Banner Appreciates  
ALL of Our Advertisers!



“Better Choices, Better Medicine, Better Healing”
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Get Up Again!
By Melissa Lee
Communications Specialist & Social 
Marketing Coordinator
Saginaw County Community Mental 
Health Authority
Saginaw MAX System of Care

Saginaw - Most people don’t believe me 
when I tell them that I dropped out of college 
at one point. When I follow that up with details 
about debilitating anxiety and depression being 
the culprit of my academic woes, they look at 
me like they’re waiting for me to deliver a 
poorly executed punch line. It usually takes a 
solid 30 seconds before people realize that I’m 
being 100% honest with them.

 I can’t blame them for their initial skepticism 
– I like to think of myself as an overall bubbly, 
and outgoing person and that’s the version of 
me that most people have come to know. But 
there was a point in my life when the sound 
of my alarm clock would induce nauseating 
panic attacks. 

It seems only fitting now that I find myself 
working for Saginaw County Community Mental 
Health Authority and Saginaw MAX System 
of Care in a position where I can share my story 
and advocate for those who are experiencing 
some of the same struggles I went through. 

If you take anything away from my story, 
I hope it’s that you should never judge a book 
by its cover. Just because someone is struggling 
now doesn’t mean that they will be struggling 
forever, and just because someone is successful 
and flourishing right now doesn’t mean they 
haven’t known struggle and pain.

 More importantly, I hope people struggling 
and stumbling through their own journey at 
the moment won’t ever stop getting up when 
they fall.

I grew up in a great environment. I enjoyed 
school, was involved in extracurricular activities, 

had a wide variety of friends and loving, involved 
parents. By all accounts, my life was set up 
for a successful future of whatever I could 
dream for myself. 

But mental illness doesn’t discriminate 
against age, sex, race, religion, or economic 
status. You could have every resource at your 
disposal and still develop a mental illness in 
the same way someone who has no resources 
can develop one. The same way the richest man 
in the world can develop the same cancer as 
the poorest man in the world.

For years after my initial diagnosis of 
depression and anxiety, my life was a rollercoaster 
of highs, lows, and plateaus. There was medication 
trial and error, therapists, and the development 
of severe panic attacks before I found a long- 
term sense of stability.

This period of my life was marked by 
dropping out of college, no sense of direction 
and feelings of complete failure. But my 
support system had been always by my side 
through it all. When I didn’t want to get up 
after falling on my face again and again, they 
supported me until I found an inner strength 
to stand up on my own. 

Eventually, I went back to school, first to 
a local community college and then to the same 
university that I dropped out of years earlier. 
I graduated in 2010 with a bachelor’s degree and 
a sense of accomplishment that I would never 
have found if I hadn’t had the support system 
and strength to get up time and time again.

My journey hasn’t been easy, and the road 
ahead will no doubt have bumps and detours 
that I can’t even imagine right now. But, I have 
this sense of peace knowing that my past has 
prepared me for whatever my future holds. 

My mental illness has not made me weak, 
but stronger than I ever would have been without 
it. If you’ve never personally known someone 
with a mental illness, now you do. Hi, my name 

is Melissa, it’s nice to meet you!
I hope I’ve helped you understand that mental 

illness is nothing to be afraid or weary of – we’re 
all just human beings trying to find our way in 
the world when it comes right down to it. If 
you’ve struggled with mental illness yourself 
at some point, I’m proud of you for pushing 
back and finding your way. 

Keep up the good fight. And if you’re 
struggling right now, don’t you dare give up. 
You are not alone, and you will get through this. 
Reach out for help--don’t try to carry this 
burden alone. 

If you don’t know who to turn to or feel like 
you don’t have anyone in your corner, call me. 
I firmly believe one can never have too many 
friends, and I’d be honored to call you a friend 
of mine.

But no matter what you do, get up again. 
Your struggles and falls don’t define you, I’m 
proof of that.

Melissa Lee
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Independence.      Dignity.      Quality of Life. 

COMFORCARE HOME CARE®  

 A Dedicated Non-Medical Home Care Agency

 

___________________________________________________________ 

The ComForcare Mission 
To improve the quality of life and 

level of independence for every client 
 and family receiving our services.

 
 

We focus on four initiatives that are  
critical to the well-being of seniors 

Full Prevention 
Medication Adherence 
Chronic Disease Management

 Transition of Care  

Contact us today to learn more about our Quality Care Guaranteed 
                                         320 S. Washington Avenue* Suite 202*Saginaw, MI  48607 
                                                          989.752.5501 – 989.752.5503 FAX 
                                                      Email:  mbsmichigan@comforcare.com 
                                                    Website www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com 

•
•
•
•

Wilbert J. Smith and Alois B. Smith 
Owner/Operators

Saginaw VA2K and Annual Health Fair
The Annual Health Fair and VA2K Walk for the Homeless Veterans 

Program will be held at the Aleda E. Lutz VA on May 20, 2015 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Walk times are 11:30 a.m., Noon, and 12:30 p.m.  

Donated items to support the VA2K for the Homeless Veterans 
Program can be brought to the event and can include toilet paper, dish 
soap, laundry soap, dryer sheets, personal hygiene items, towels, 
washcloths, household cleaning items, socks, sleeping bags, paper 
towels, and Kleenex.

Michigan Blood Recognizes Local 
High Schools for Saving Lives

St. Charles High School, a Michigan 
Blood High School Partner.

Saginaw - Michigan Blood is 
recognizing local high schools for their 
role in saving lives across Michigan.

Seventeen eligible high schools 
partnered with Michigan Blood and the 
Saginaw Spirit to host Spirit themed 
blood drives during the 2014-2015 
school year. 

Michigan Blood hosts more than 
3,700 blood drives a year to help meet 
the needs of local hospitals across Michigan. 
Hospitals rely completely on blood 
donated voluntarily to organizations 
like Michigan Blood.



Page 25

1400 W. Genesee  Saginaw, Michigan  (989) 753-3475  www.themichiganbanner.com

The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional NewspaperApril 16, 2015

U.S.-Cuba Detente Could Hike the Number of 
U.S. Medical Students in Cuba

By J.D. Rachid
 
Cuba- As relations between the United 

States and Cuba move toward normalization, 
a Cuban government-run medical school 
that offers free full scholarships to students 
from poor communities worldwide 
could see a jump in enrollment from 
the United States.

President Barack Obama and Cuban 
President Raúl Castro are expected to 
have an informal discussion when they 
meet in Panama for the Seventh Summit 
of the Americas, according to the White 
House. Whether free medical education 
in Cuba for U.S. students is discussed 
remains to be seen. 

Cuba, with its highly sophisticated, 
world-renowned health care system, 
has more doctors per capita than any 
other country. 

In response to massive loss of life 
in the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Honduras, 
and Nicaragua from Hurricanes Mitch 
and George, the Cuban government 
established the Latin American School 
of Medicine (LASM, or ELAM by its 
Spanish acronym) in 1999 in western 
Havana to train 500 young people from 
those nations for free each year for the 
next ten years. 

By requiring the program’s graduating 
doctors to return to their home countries 
and serve in communities with the greatest 
medical need, Cuba hoped to create a 
health-care infrastructure for Central 
America and the Caribbean. Cuban 
officials noted at the time that “the 
permanent hurricane of poverty and 

underdevelopment kills more people 
every year than these hurricanes just did.”

By 2013, nearly 20,000 students from 
124 countries in Africa, Asia, and the 
Americas—including the United States—
were enrolled at LASM, making the 
medical school one of the world’s largest 
by enrollment.  

In September 2000, while in New 
York for the Millennium Summit of 
the United Nations, Cuban President 
Fidel Castro offered free medical 
education in Cuba to Black and Latino 
students from poor communities in the 
United States, with the condition that 
graduates return to the U.S. to serve 
underprivileged areas. 

Castro’s offer, was made during a 
speech at Riverside Church, followed 
his brainstorming in Cuba three months 
earlier with visiting members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus and Latino 
Congressional Caucus who were concerned 
about the state of health care in their 
home communities.  

Cuba’s Ministry of Health designated 
the Interrelations Foundation for Community 
Organization (IFCO)/Pastors for Peace 
organization, an interfaith organization 
with a decades-long history of community 
service in Cuba and the United States and 
working relations with the Congressional 
Black Caucus, the sole organization in 
the United States to facilitate the medical 
scholarship for U.S. candidates. 

Located in New York City’s Harlem 
community, IFCO has worked since 
1991 to bring about normalized relations 
between the United States and Cuba.

In 2004, the CBC successfully  
campaigned to exempt LASM when 
President George W. Bush’s tightened 
restrictions on travel to Cuba. The first 
U.S. students entered the program in the 
spring of 2001. To date, 111 U.S. students 
have graduated from LASM’s seven-
year program with M.D. degrees, and 
47 are in residency in U.S. hospitals. 

According to Cuba’s application 
criteria, candidates must:

• Be U.S. citizens with a U.S. passport;
• Be between the ages of 18 and 25 

by the time of application;
• Have completed the following 

college-level, pre-med science courses: 
One year of biology with lab; One year 
of chemistry with lab; One year of 
organic chemistry with lab; and one 
year of physics with lab;

• Be physically and mentally fit;
• Come from the humblest and neediest 

communities in the United States;
• Be committed to practice medicine 

in poor and underserved U.S. communities 
after graduation.

According to the Association of 
American Medical Colleges, the median 
four-year cost of medical school (including 
expenses and books) was $278,455 for 
private schools and $207,866 for public 
schools in 2013. 

More information on Cuba’s medical 
scholarship can be found at  
www.ifconews.org.

http://www.tnj.com/



Page 26

1400 W. Genesee  Saginaw, Michigan  (989) 753-3475  www.themichiganbanner.com

The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper April 16, 2015

HeartSaver CPR (adult/child/infant)
1st Monday of Month - $35

First Aid
2nd Monday of the Month - $40

Do you know what to do in an emergency?
CPR and First Aid Courses held Monthly

All Classes held at MMR
834 S. Washington Avenue

Downtown Saginaw
mobilemedical.org

Learn  more & register online!

Nearly  124 ,000  People 
Awaiting Organ Transplant

Fla. - April is National Donate Life Month, a 
month-long celebration that commemorates those who 
have received or continue to wait for lifesaving transplants 
as well as the donors who save and heal lives.

Donate Life America stresses the importance and 
impact of organ donation by noting that more than 
24,000 patients began new lives in 2014 thanks to 
organ transplants (about 65 every day).

However, the fact is there’s an ongoing need for 
organ donations. Donate Life America says nearly 
124,000 people in the U.S. are currently waiting for 
an organ transplant with nearly six out of 10 patients 
being minorities. More than 1,000 of them are 10 years 
old or younger.

To register as a donor, go to donatelife.net
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/
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Nonprofit News
Five Thought Provoking Questions to Ask Job Candidates

Mel and Pearl Shaw

By Mel and Pearl Shaw
Saad & Shaw Comprehensive Fund
Development Services

Need a magic cure for nonprofit 
fundraising blues? Hire fundraising 
staff. That’s it. Problem solved. Time 
to get back to what we were focusing 
on before we “got sidetracked” into 
all this fundraising. Ah, if only that 
were the case. 

If you have funds to hire staff 
how will you know you are hiring the 
right person? How will you evaluate 
this person? Will you know how to 
manage and coach your new hire? 
Will you depend on their progress 
reports, to know whether or not they 
are doing their job? 

We raise these questions because 
we have found many organizations 
seek to build a fundraising program or 
increase their fundraising by making 
a new hire. That can be the right 

solution, but there are other prerequisites 
that need to be in place for a fundraising 
professional to be successful. Alas, 
making a hire is not the silver bullet! 

Earlier columns address things to 
consider when hiring; they are available 
online at our blog www.FUNdraising-
GoodTimes.com. In this column, we 
offer five questions to ask during the 
interview process. A candidate’s 
responses can provide insights to 
help you determine who is best 
qualified to help you meet your 
fundraising goals. 

1. How do you feel about asking 
for money? This is really at the core 
of fundraising. Feelings about money 
– and people who have money – color 
many people consciousness and can 
interfere with fundraising. 

At a basic level being afraid to 
ask for a gift means a fundraising 
professional may hesitate when 
soliciting. Confusing one’s own 
economic conditions with those who 
have more can cloud a solicitation 
with an unconscious attitude of 
“they have enough, they should just 
give us some.” 

2. Share with me a professional or 
volunteer project you started and 
developed into something meaningful 
that you are proud of. Please share the 
challenges you faced, the solutions 
you proposed, and lessons learned.

3. How do you want to be evaluated 
at the end of your first year working 
with our organization? Answers to 
this question can provide insights into 
what is important to a candidate, and 
how they evaluate their work.

4. What resources and support do 
you believe you would need to succeed 
in this position? Learning a candidate’s 
expectations can help you prepare 
to bring him into your organization. 
You may also learn that you need to 
be better prepared to work with a 
professional, or that he has expectations 
you may not be able to meet. 

5. How would you prepare for this 
position? This question lets candidates 
know you expect them to prepare. 
Success in a new position is a two 
way street. How a person prepares 
for a new job may also reveal how 
they prepare for a solicitation or 
new campaign.

Next week: Five questions for job 
candidates to ask!

Mel and Pearl Shaw position 
nonprofits, colleges and universities 
for fundraising success. For help 
with your fundraising visit  
www.saadandshaw.com or call 
(901) 522-8727. 

Copyright 2015– Mel and Pearl Shaw



NON PROFIT DIRECTORY
CAN Council Saginaw County
1311 N. Michigan Avenue
Saginaw, MI  48602
(989) 752-7226 / fax (989) 752-2777
www.cancouncil.org

THE EZEKIEL PROJECT
ezekielprojectnow@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 3470
Saginaw, MI  48605-3470
Phone: 989-755-1620 
Fax: 989-755-4038 

Good Neighbors Mission
1318 Cherry Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-399-9918

Health Delivery, Inc.
501 Lapeer Ave.
Saginaw, MI  48607
989-759-6400
Houghton-Jones Task Force
1708 Johnson Street
Saginaw, MI
989-752-1660

Lighthouse Outreach Center
808 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-928-9096

Mobile Medical Response
834 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.758.2900

Michigan Banner Outreach
1400 W. Genesee
Saginaw, MI  48602
989-714-2240

Pit and Balcony Theatre
805 N. Hamilton
Saginaw, MI  48602
www.pitandbalconytheatre.com
989-754-6587
pitandbalconytheatre@yahoo.com

Public Libraries of Saginaw
Butman-Fish, Hoyt,
Wickes & Zauel Libraries
505 Janes Avenue
Saginaw, MI  48607
989-755-0904
www.saginawlibrary.org

Restoration Community Outreach
1205 Norman
Saginaw, MI  48601
(989) 753-1886 / fax (989) 753-2880
Email: rcosag@yahoo.com 

Saginaw County Business  
& Education Partnership
1213 South Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.399.0016

Saginaw County Community 
Action Agency, Inc. (CAC)
2824 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-753-7741

The Saginaw Community Foundation
1 Tuscola, Suite 100
Saginaw, MI  48607
989-755-0545

Women of Colors
P.O. Box 5525
Saginaw, MI  48603
989-399-9275 or 989-737-9286
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Habitat for Humanity Saginaw 
ReStore Helps to Build Homes

The Mission – Saginaw-Shiawassee 
Habitat for Humanity...

Seeking to put God’s love into 
action, Saginaw-Shiawassee Habitat 
for Humanity brings people together 
to build homes, communities and hope.

Saginaw - The Habitat for 
Humanity Saginaw Restore, located 

at 315 W. Holland Avenue in Saginaw, 
is accepting donations. Al, one of 
the drivers, is ready to come pick 
up your donation!

The ReStore hours are Tuesday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The proceeds received from the 
sale of the items in the ReStore will 
help to build affordable houses in 
Saginaw County.

 For more information or to 
donate, call 989.754.9435. Al, Habitat for Humanity Saginaw Driver



Bethel AME Church
Pastor P. David Saunders
535 Cathay St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-7011

Bread of Life Harvest Center
Senior Pastor Rodney J. McTaggart
3726 Fortune Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 790-7933

Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson
3317 Lapeer Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 754-2444

Christ Fellowship MBC
Pastor Robert Davis
818 N. Washington Ave. 
Saginaw, MI  48601
(989) 754-4435

Corinthian Baptist Church
Pastor Roy L. Manning
104 S. 10th St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 754-1820

Faith Harvest Church
Bishop Ronald E. Chipp
Faith Harvest Church 
1734 N. Mason
Saginaw, MI  48602
(989) 799-4200
Website: www.faithharvestministry.org
E-mail: office@faithharvestministry.org

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.755.3212

Greater Williams Temple
Bishop H.J. Williams
608 Remington 
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-5291

 Saginaw Jacob’s Ladder
Pastor Dempsey Allen
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, MI  48602
989-799-6601

Messiah Missionary Baptist Church
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
Pastor Otis Washington 
Phone:  989-777-2636
Fax: 989-777-2640
Email: Messiahmbc@att.net
Website: www.Messiahsag.org

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Pastor Marvin T. Smith
1114 N. 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 752-8064

gNew Beginnings Life Changin
Ministries
Pastor Otis Dickens
2312 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-3650

New Birth Missionary Baptist
Pastor Larry D. Camel
1418 S. Warren
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-6604

New Covenant Christian Center
Pastor Ron Frierson
523 Hayden
Saginaw, MI
752-8485

 
New Hope Missionary
Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey
1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 753-7600

New Life Baptist Church
Pastor Rufus Bradley
1401 Janes St. 
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 753-1151

Ninth Street Community Church
Pastor William L. Scott, Jr. 
Assistant Pastor Rex Jones
1118 N. 9th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-7366

Prince of Peace Baptist Church  
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.754.2841
Pastor Robert B. Corley, Jr.

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
Pastor Connie Sassanella 
915 Federal Avenue 
Saginaw, MI  48607
Phone: 989-754-0489
Worship: 9:30 AM
stjohnlutheranelcasaginaw.weebly.com

Saginaw Valley Community  
Pastor Richard Sayad
3660 Hermansau
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 752-4769

St. Lukes CME Church
1121 Tuscola 
Saginaw, MI 48607
(989) 755-0351

The Potters Touch Ministries
Pastor Kareem J. Bowen
1402 North 6th Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.755.9406
Facebook.com/The Potters Touch

Transforming Life Ministries 
Pastor William Brown
3024 South Washington Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601-4353
(989) 754-9573

True Vine Baptist Church 
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus 
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-752-0751

New Mt Calvary Baptist Church 
Pastor Robert E. Donald 
3610 Russell St.
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.754.0801

Victorious Believers Ministries Church 
Rev. Christopher V. Pryor
624 S. Outer Dr. 
Saginaw, MI 
(989) 755-7692

Wolverine State 
Baptist Convention
615 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI  48607

World Outreach Campus of
Greater Coleman Temple Ministries
Supt. H.J. Coleman Jr.
2405 Bay Rd. 
Saginaw, MI 48602
(989) 752-7957

To Celebrate a Life 
Call 989.753.3475, or email themichiganbanner@gmail.comObituaries and Memorials

Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor Rodrick Smith
721 Johnson
Saginaw, MI 48607
(989) 754-9621
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Praise Connections & Life
Pastor Tony Evans: We Can't Use the Reality of Racial 
Divide to Condone Irresponsibility in the Black Community

Pastor Tony Evans 
Photo: The Christian Post

By Samuel Smith
The Christian Post 

 
Tenn. - In his final remarks during a Thursday 

panel discussing racial reconciliation in America 
and the importance of urban ministry, African-
American pastor, author and syndicated radio 
broadcaster Tony Evans boldly stated that many 
of the issues surrounding race in America stem 
from the social irresponsibility of those within 
the African-American community.

Speaking at the Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission's Leadership Summit in Nashville, 
Tennessee, Evans asserted that although the 
responsibility to alleviate the racial divide also 
lies with the church and other racial classes who 
must hold government accountable to change 
an unjust justice system, black Americans 
cannot use the existence of racial tensions to 
justify careless or irresponsible actions.

"There is another side here that needs to 
be brought to bear and that is black accountability. 
Because while we want to have the sensibility 
that we are talking about, and we must have 

it, we cannot use the reality of race to condone 
irresponsibility," Evans explained. "Much that 
goes under the name of race has to do with 
black irresponsibility."

Evans added that although racial stigmas 
and assumptions about black people clearly 
exist in the minds of others, it is not racial 
tension that causes African-Americans many of 
the social and financial hardships they endure.

"It is not race getting these girls pregnant. 
It is not race abandoning the family. It's not 
race for those refusing to work and being 
responsible," Evans continued. 

"Even if all the whites did everything 
right, there is a responsibility on our side to 
make sure, as leaders, we are holding black 
people accountable and they are not illegitimately 
using race as an excuse to promote it, or even 
allow it, or even sanction it, or even to whine 
about it."

Even though creating a better racial 
environment in America will require effort 
and reconciliation from all races, Evans said 
that African-Americans still need to do their 
part to address these issues in order to fully 
solve racial problems.

"Without those two sides, then what you 
get is an unbalanced approach to the subject. 
It shows up in a lot of different ways," Evans 
contended. "Unless we address both of those 
sides, then we will not address the whole issue, 
and we need to address the whole issue."

Although Evans admitted that the racial 
divide in America will never fully be eliminated, 
that doesn't mean that the community can't strive 
to improve the issues as much as they can.

"When the Dallas Cowboys play any other 
football team, there is going to be 11 other men 
that will oppose you. That is the nature of the 
reality. They are going to try to stop your progress. 
Your greatness is in your ability to outmaneuver 
them and still score," Evans said. "So we may 
never get rid of racism, but that doesn't mean 
that we can't call plays that still work and be 
responsible for progressing in spite of that 
reality, while at the same time, trying to 
address it."

Dean Inserra, a white pastor at the City Church 
in Tallahassee, Florida, who also spoke on the 
panel, said responsibility to help bridge the racial 
gap also lies on the trendy affluent Caucasians 
who move into inner cities because they think 
it is cool.

Inserra further explained that one of the 
problems is that affluent white people, even 
white Christians, are moving into inner cities 
for the wrong reasons. 

Inserra said if more people moving into 
inner cities would take it as an opportunity to 
get to know and worship with the struggling 
urban African-American communities, it would 
build a more trusting relationship.

Inserra explained that too often many well-off 
individuals move into cities looking for the 
"urban" experience, but not looking to fulfill 
the Great Commission. He added that white 
Christians who live in the inner city shouldn't 
be going to church with a congregation full 
of white people.

"Many people say that the church is the 
most segregated place in America. I believe 
that to be true, but what is the result of that? 
The second and the third places are the 
neighborhood and the school," Inserra said.

"We need to get back to the mission of the 
church, and it is to make disciples where people 
are. If that is urban or suburban or in between, 
or rural or international, it’s about reaching 
people for Christ that live there.

"If you are a white pastor that goes to 
Seattle because it’s just so cool and you love 
tofu and bands that nobody has ever heard of 
before, we mean urban ministry, not Urban 
Outfitters. They are two different things," 
Inserra quipped.

"If you are going to a big city… and 
everybody in your church congregation looks 
like you, we are missing the boat somewhere 
on what is urban ministry because you actually 
got to reach the people that live there where 
you are sent."

The Christian Post 



Page 32

1400 W. Genesee  Saginaw, Michigan  (989) 753-3475  www.themichiganbanner.com

The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper April 16, 2015

Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey &
1st Lady Ida M. Casey

1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601

989.753.7600

“Come and help us worship 
God in Spirit and truth at 
New Hope Missionary 

Baptist Church”

3121 Sheridan Ave.

Saginaw, MI  48601

989.327.1760

Pastor Larry Camel &
1st Lady Shirley Camel

New Birth Missionary Baptist ChurchNew Hope Missionary Baptist Church
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1901 Court Street • Saginaw, MI  48602
Tuesday - Saturday: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

989.790.4669

Master Barbers: 
 Thurman Perkins

Ahmad Ervin

Barber:  
Maurice Taylor

Louise McKinnie,
Owner

Hair Salon, Barbershop, 
Nails & Boutique

2103 Sheridan Avenue
Saginaw, MI  48601

 
Salon: 989.753.4600 • Barbershop 989.753.2677

Salon Hrs. Tues. – Fri: – 10 am – 5 pm * Sat. 8 am – 7 pm
Barbershop Hrs. 9:30 am – 5 pm Daily

We Sell and Use Egyptian Gold - Stops Hair Breakage

Red Hat Ladies Days
Enjoy a day of shopping, good food, great entertainment and fun 

with your Red Hat friends, at Zehnder’s of Frankenmuth, 730 S. Main, 
Frankenmuth, MI., April 27, 2015 through April 29, 2015, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For additional information, call 989.280.2260

Photo: Courtesy
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Sports
Lebron James, Devon Still Honor Inspiring Teen Lauren Hill with Moving  Tributes
By Jose Oliveros

Ohio - Lauren Hill, the 19-year-old who 
inspired many during her brave fight against 
cancer, lost her battle to that terrible disease 
on Friday.

Affected by an inoperable brain tumor, Hill 
did not let the disease dictate how she was going 
to live her life. She was a perfect example of 
a person who lived life her way, despite being 
affected by illness.

 Hill once stated in an interview with the AP, 
“I’m spreading awareness and also teaching 
people how to live in the moment because the 
next moment’s not promised. Anything can 
happen at any given moment. What matters 
is right now.

“Especially after this kind of diagnosis, your 
perspective on life and what you value changes.”

Hill brought the lack of funding for cancer 
research to the masses. NCAA president Mark 
Emmert released a statement regarding her 
untimely death, “Lauren Hill’s bravery, enthusiasm 
and strength were an inspiration not only to 
those who knew her best but also to the millions 
of people she touched around the world by 
sharing her story.

Lauren achieved a lasting and meaningful 
legacy, and her beautiful spirit will continue 
to live on. Our hearts go out to her family, 
friends, teammates and coaches.”

LeBron James also posted a wonderful 
letter to Lauren on his Facebook page.

Dear Lauren Hill,
You are the true definition of strength, 

courage, power, leadership, etc etc! Your 
time spent on earth will never be forgotten.

I hate that I never got the chance to 
meet u in person but know you inspired me 
the whole time! For every life u touched, u 
made the biggest impact of them by just 
being YOU!! 

You’re in a far better place now and please 
don’t have too much fun up there w/o all 
your family and friends. Can u please tell 
my Grandma I said hello. Don’t be afraid, 
she knows you cause we spoke about u plenty 
of times. 

Until we officially meet again, take care 
and continue to be that LEADER we all love! 
#RIPLaurenHill

Sincerely,
LeBron James

GLBR April 2015 Long-Range Weather Forecast
Temperature 53° (5° above avg.); precipitation 3.5" 

(1" below avg. east, 1" above west); April 11-17: 
Scattered t-storms, warm; April 18-23: Sunny, turning 
hot; April 24-30: T-storms, then sunny, cool.

www.almanac.com

Lauren Hill 
Photo: Facebook



Gil Johnson, President of Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln

Page 35

1400 W. Genesee  Saginaw, Michigan  (989) 753-3475  www.themichiganbanner.com

The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional NewspaperApril 16, 2015



1400	W.	Genesee		Saginaw,	Michigan		(989)	753-3475		www.themichiganbanner.com

For Lauren Little, it’s all about making connections. The 
rhetoric and professional writing major spends her summers 
volunteering and works during the school year giving tours 
as a Club Red ambassador and an Orientation Leader. “A 
student’s mom came up to me years after she took a campus 
tour, and she wanted to say hi,” Lauren said. “That’s the kind 
of  connection I want to make.” 

Lauren hopes to go on to pursue a master’s degree in 
Chicago and eventually to run her own public relations firm. 
Waking every day at 5:30 a.m., Lauren organizes her life 
around running, but ask her, and she’ll tell you that learning 
is the top priority. “Education is my all, and SVSU is truly 
home for me; it makes it that much easier for me to love 
what I do every day. I simply love everything it has to offer 
— the campus life and all the opportunities for growth.”

i am
a runner 
and go-getter

Prospective or transfer students can check out SVSU by taking 
a campus tour and meeting with an admissions representative. 
Call (989) 964-4200 or email admissions@svsu.edu.

Visit us online at svsu.edu
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