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Congratulations to 
Jerome Buckley and the 
Michigan Banner on 13 
years of bringing relevant 
news and information 
to the greater Saginaw 
community.  

As a Delta College 
Board of Trustee, the printed 
press is a valuable source 
to inform and educate our 
citizens and keep elected 
officials accountable.  Stay 
true to the community and 
the community will stay true 
to you.

Karen L. Lawrence-Webster, CPA

The Michigan Banner 
has become a valuable 
and constant form of 
communication and priceless 
resource in our community. 
Thank you for continuing to 
report  the posit ive,  inspiring, 
and enlightening news while 
educating our community on 
vital  issues. 

Congratulations and Happy 
13th Anniversary I wish you 
continued success! 

Lisa Coney, Project Manager Safe 
Schools Healthy Students
Saginaw Public School District

Congratulations and thanks 
to the Michigan Banner for 13 
years of great service to the 
Saginaw area! There have been 
many changes in our local print 
media landscape over the last 
13 years, and the Banner has 
emerged as a major outlet for 
news coverage, from current 
events to deep analysis of 
challenges and opportunities that 
present themselves to our local 
communities, state and nation. 

 Editor and Publisher Jerome 
Buckley and his staff deserve 
great credit for this publication’s 
emphasis on positive coverage, 
and also on promoting 
causes from youth leadership 
development to broad economic 

growth to move greater Saginaw 
forward.  

Thanks for shining light where there’s darkness and relentlessly 
reminding all of us about the great opportunities to work together for 
community progress!   Keep up the great work!

Mike Hanley
Chair, Saginaw County 
Board of Commissioners
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We are Celebrating 13 Years of POSITIVE NEWS!

Mike Hanley

David Hall

Karen L.Lawrence-Webster

Lisa Coney

Michael T. Marsh

There is an old Spanish proverb 
that says, “If you want something 
done right, do it yourself.” You 
conceived the idea and executed 
with professionalism. As a result, 
today, we have a Michigan Banner 
Newspaper that is community 
oriented and growing. 

Congratulations on your 13th 
anniversary.  All the best in all 
of your future endeavors.

David M. Hall, Ph.D
Retired U.S. Air Force Brigadier General

Congratulations to the 
Michigan Banner on your 13th 
anniversary.  The Banner has 
been a valuable information 
resource for the citizens of Mid-
Michigan for all of these years, 
with its in-depth coverage of 
local events and local citizens. 

 Keep up the excellent work, 
Jerome.  I look forward to many 
more years of success in the 
future, as you continue your 
mission.

Michael T. Marsh, Attorney 
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Saginaw - Sr. Lois Ann Sheaffer began 
her work with Saginaw Habitat for Humanity 
as Family Relations Coordinator part-time in 
October, 1998 and became full-time one year 
later, serving faithfully through April, 2008. 

She believed intensely in the mission of 
Habitat for Humanity and even after leaving 
the ministry for ministry in other areas of the 
community, Sr. Lois continued to be available 
to volunteer in assisting families as needed.

Her leadership helped select and 
nurture more than 120 families for the 
process and demands of home purchase and 
homeownership and helped countless others 
prepare for that journey.

Sr. Lois’ legacy will continue to be felt 
within Habitat for Humanity through all of the 

Remembering a Community Legacy, 
Sr. Lois Ann Sheaffer

Sr. Lois and Mr. MacMillan at a Saginaw Shiawassee 
Habitat for Humanity Build Site. 

Photo Credit:  Saginaw Shiawassee Habitat for Humanity

successful, mortgage-paying and tax-paying 
homeowners she served. Mortgages originated 
in 1998 are nearly paid-off now and payments 
from other homeowners continue to fund the 
work of our ministry. 

Her thoughts, ideals and passion are things 
we value. We missed Sr. Lois the day she left 
our affiliate, but were comforted in knowing 
that she was still serving our community in her 
unique, tenacious and fearless way. 

We thank God for asking her to serve 
Saginaw and for her moral compass that 
will continue to guide us.

Cameron Brady
Executive Director at Saginaw-
Shiawassee Habitat for Humanity

Sr. Lois with Bobbie Davis at a 
Saginaw Shiawassee Habitat for 

Humanity Build Site 
Photo Credit:  Saginaw Shiawassee 

Habitat for Humanity



Congratulations on your 
13th anniversary! 

Thank you for providing 
a clear, objective view on 
the important news that 
impacts our community.  

May the coming years 
bring you further success 
as you continue to inform 
our citizens and expand our 
awareness.  Best wishes!! 

Carol Cottrell, Director
Covenant HealthCare Foundation

Congratulations 
Jerome Buckley and 
the entire staff at The 
Michigan Banner for 
13 years of service 
to our region.  The 
Michigan Banner brings 
news, insight and a 
tremendously positive 
perspective regarding the 
events and happenings 
around our Great Lakes 
Bay region. 

MMR has recently 
forged a relationship with 
Jerome and the Michigan 
Banner and value his 
outreach, perspective 
and friendship.  We look 

forward to our continued partnership and being a part of this 
important publication!

Lynn Schutter
Director of Community Relations/Strategic Planning, MMR 

“I can always rely 
on the Michigan Banner 
for the spiritual, social 
and recreational pulse 
of the community.  Your 
coverage serves the needs 
of every age group and 
you also provide cultural 
diversity. 

Jerome Buckley you 
do an outstanding job of 
keeping us informed and 
elevating our thoughts to 
the good things occurring 
in our community every 
day.  Congratulations for 
thirteen years of excellent 
service!”

Jeri Darby, Intake
Great Lakes PACE 

Congratulations on 13 
years of supporting the 
concerns of the residents 
of Saginaw County.  The 
safety and quality of life of 
Saginaw County residents 
is critical to our growth.  I 
look forward to working 
with you and other grass 
root leaders as we strive for 
leadership by the book.

Brian Booker
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Carol Cottrell

Jeri Darby

Lynn Schutter

Brian Booker

Pastor Dempsey Allen

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank Mr. Jerome Buckley and the 
Michigan Banner for a banner year 
of news reporting and information 
sharing with the Saginaw and 
surrounding communities.  

I always find interesting articles 
and thought provoking commentary 
in the Michigan Banner.  We need 
this relevant accurate source of print 
media....it continues to validate us as 
community.

Pastor Dempsey Allen
Jacob’s Ladder
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Líder en la diversidad Vamos Adelante

The following is a statement from Rev. 
Samuel Rodriguez and Rev. Mario Bramnick:

Calif. - We stand at the brink.  As leaders 
in the National Hispanic Christian Leadership 
Conference and the Hispanic Israel Leadership 
Coalition, we speak on behalf of more than 
40,000 Hispanic evangelical churches.

The United States and other members of 
the “P5+1″ – Britain, France, Germany, Russia 
and China – are currently negotiating with 
the Islamic Republic of Iran on an agreement 
to curtail its nuclear program.  For more than 
20 years, the United States and many of our 
allies have warned of Iran’s secret interest in 
building a nuclear weapons capability.  The 
question today is whether we have the will to 
stop them.

Iran today threatens the United States, 

National Hispanic Christian Leaders Speak 
Out Against a Nuclear Iran

Rev. Samuel Rodriguez

our ally Israel and others in the Middle East.  
America is our country; Israel is our spiritual 
home.  As Americans and Christians, we care 
deeply about both, and these two great nations 
represent the greatest hope for the future of the 
world.

The Iranian regime is an enemy of 
the very values we hold dear.  Its venom 
spreads far and wide.  At home, the Iranian 
government persecutes Christians, denying 
them the basic right to worship and often 
punishing them for doing so. 

 Iran spews forth anti-Semitic lies, crassly 
denies the Holocaust and calls Israel a cancer 
that must be destroyed.  Beyond its borders, 
Iran is the chief state sponsor of terrorism, 
impacting both America and Israel.  Iran 
supplied Iraqi insurgents with the weapons 
that killed and maimed American soldiers, and 
Iran-backed Hezbollah killed more Americans 
than any foreign terrorist group prior to 9-11.

An Iran with the ability to build nuclear 
weapons – even if it does not actually do so – 
is a global game-changer that puts all of us at 
risk.  It is not acceptable.

The P5+1 agreement must prevent Iran from 
having any pathway to nuclear weapons.  They 
must not waver at this precipitous moment.  
Rather, they must gather their strength and 
insist on an agreement that meets this goal.  The 
Administration has said that no deal is better 
than a bad deal.  Let’s hold them to their word.

Iran cannot be trusted.  It has proven this 
again and again.  It will make an agreement and 
then reinterpret it; it will break its promises on a 
pretense.  Iran has a long history of manipulation 
and cheating – often playing a game of hide 
and seek with international atomic inspectors.  
Even after clandestine nuclear work has been 

discovered, Iran has sought to cover it up.
We represent millions of evangelical 

Hispanic Christians across the United States 
who, like us, have a moral duty to fight anti-
Semitism, support Israel and defend America.  
We have an obligation to speak out and tell the 
president and Congress not to allow Iran to have 
the ability to produce nuclear weapons.  This is 
not a partisan issue; it is a moral imperative.

Any agreement with Iran must include five 
critical elements.

First, any agreement must provide the 
ability to know what Iran is doing through 
anywhere, anytime inspections.  International 
inspectors must be able to access suspected 
nuclear sites, including military installations, 
on short notice.  Otherwise, the entire 
agreement will fall apart, leaving Iran with 
safe havens for nefarious nuclear work.

Second, any agreement must require the 
Iranians to come clean, finally, on their past 
research and development efforts on nuclear 
weapons.  Without this information, we won’t 
have a baseline from which to judge whether 
they are cheating (again) in the future.

Third, any agreement must provide 
sanctions relief over time and only after full, 
sustained compliance by Iran.  The Supreme 
Leader and his cronies should not get a signing 
bonus just for making promises, and Iran should 
not have access to billions of dollars to continue 
to fund anti-American and anti-Israel terrorism.

Fourth, any agreement must last for 
decades to ensure that Iran not become a 
nuclear threshold state.  The ten-year timeframe 
suggested in the framework agreement would 
simply start the clock towards Iran becoming a 
nuclear weapons power.
SEE P LB 2, National Hispanic Christian Leaders



LB 2

1400 W. Genesee Saginaw, Michigan (989) 753-3475 The Latino Banner – thelatinobanner@gmail.com 

The Latino Banner
Vamos Adelante August 1, 2015

Disclaimer:
The Latino Banner and its staff are not responsible and will not be held liable for any mistakes, errors, misspellings and false  
advertisements in part or whole that may be placed within its publication.  Articles, information or comments printed in the Latino  
Banner are not necessarily the views or beliefs of The Latino Banner newspaper. The Latino Banner reserves the right to edit,  
change, or delete any information, or refuse to print any information, article or advertisement which is believed to be inconsistent  
with or conflicts with the mission of the newspaper. 

We encourage readers to send letters, story ideas, comments and questions.
 
Deadlines:
2 weeks before each publication date of the 1st and 16th of each month.
Submission Procedure:
Mailed or e-mailed to the latinobanner@gmail.com.  Preferred format:  Jpeg or PDF

You’ll Do Better at

Joe Garcia 
Used Car Sales
Consultant  Better Car Buying Experience

BUY IT. LOVE IT. OR BRING IT BACK.
Garber’s Exclusive 3 Day Return PolicyGarber’s Exclusive 3 Day Return Policy

4 Garber Locations in the Great Lakes Bay Region

Garber s Exclusive 3 Day Return Poli yyGarber s Exclusive 3 Day Return PolicyGarber s Exclusive 3 Day Return PolicyGarber s Exclusive 3 Day Return Policy

 5330 Bay Road - Saginaw - GarberBayRoad.com 

See dealer for complete details.

FROM P LB 1, National Hispanic Christian 
Leaders

Fifth, Iran must be required to dismantle, 
not merely mothball, its nuclear infrastructure.  
Leaving the equipment intact creates a built-
in opportunity for Iran to cheat before we can 
discover it.

I encourage our Hispanic evangelical 
community across America to call their 
members of Congress on both sides of the aisle 
and urge them to use these five critical elements 
as guideposts in evaluating any agreement.  Let 
them know that we want a diplomatic solution 

that actually solves the problem – no nuclear 
weapons pathway for Iran now or in the future.

As our numbers grow in the evangelical 
Hispanic community, our determination will 
grow as proud Americans and as pro-Israel 
Christians to stand up against anti-Semitism 
and hatred toward Israel and America.

Rev. Samuel Rodriguez is the President 
of the National Hispanic Christian Leadership 
Conference, NHCLC/CONEL, which is the 
world’s largest Hispanic Christian organization. It 
serves as a representative voice for the more than 
100 million Hispanic Evangelicals assembled in 

over 40,000 U.S. churches, and another 500,000 
congregations spread throughout the Spanish-
speaking diaspora. For additional information, 
visit http://www.nhclc.org

Rev. Mario Bramnick is the President of 
Hispanic Israel Leadership Coalition (HIL). The 
Hispanic Israel Leadership Coalitions vision is 
to build a firewall against anti-Semitism and the 
Campaign to Delegitimize the Nation of Israel, 
raise awareness of the critical intersection of 
Israel and America’s future.

 Source:  National Hispanic Christian 
Leadership Conference
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Wash. - The Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) has announced the release 
of families who have been detained while 
seeking asylum in the United States. DHS 
announced that it would immediately begin 
the release of asylum seekers who have 
passed an initial credible or reasonable fear 
screening.

The move comes as a result of a concerted 
effort on the part of the Women’s Refugee 
Commission and other organizations to end 
detention practices that violated the rights of 
individuals.

“The reforms announced today are welcome 
news for families languishing in remote detention 
facilities simply because they sought refuge in 
the U.S.,” said Michelle Brané, director of the 
Migrant Rights and Justice Program. “While 
DHS’s announcement is a critical step forward, 

DHS Releases Detained Asylum Seekers
we continue to believe that families seeking 
protection at our border should not be detained at 
all.”

“Even short periods of detention have been 
shown to cause harm to asylum-seekers and 
especially children,” said Brané. “Instead, the 
government should either reunite mothers and 
children with relatives in the United States or 
turn to proven and cost-effective alternatives to 
detention to mitigate possible flight risk.”

The Women’s Refugee Commission has 
long documented that there is no humane way to 
detain families. Most recently, they submitted a 
joint complaint to DHS’s Office of Civil Rights 
and Civil Liberties highlighting the devastating 
and long-lasting impact that confinement creates 
or exacerbates in families, many of whom have 
already survived trauma and violence.

http://newamericamedia.org/Michelle Brané

Texas - Recently, the Catholic Legal Immigration Network 
(CLINIC), the American Immigration Council, Refugee and 
Immigrant Center for Education and Legal Services (RAICES), 
and the American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) called 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to account for the 
cascade of due process violations and detrimental practices at the 
South Texas Family Residential Center in Dilley, Texas, and at the 
Karnes County Residential Center in Karnes City, Texas.

To read the concerns detailed in the letter, visit https://cliniclegal.org.

Incarcerated children and 
mothers denied due process and 

critical information before release

The Banner under the leadership of 
Jerome Buckley, has had a significant impact 
in the awareness of issues related to our 
Latino and African American communities.

The publisher’s commitment in 
providing relevant information to our 
community is noteworthy.

I compliment Jerome and the entire staff 
of “The Banner” for their thirteen years of 
service and trust they will continue their fine 
efforts.

Respectfully,
Dave Gamez, RN, MA
MHIA, Inc. Board of Directors

David Gamez

Congratulations
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here and now
At AT&T, we bring you the 
innovative communications 
services you need, right when you 
need them. It’s our commitment 
to keeping you in touch with 
family, friends, entertainment and 
the world. It’s what you need for 
how you live. Now.  

That’s why AT&T supports 
The Michigan Banner.

© 2015 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.



By Roz Edward
Detroit 

- Award is 
recognition 
of Detroit’s 
progress 
returning to 
fiscal strength 
and sound 
practices 
Detroit’s 
Chief 
Financial 
Officer, John 
Hill, recently 
was presented 

an award by Crain’s Detroit Business as 
the region’s top government CFO.  

 In its selection of Hill, Crain’s cited his 
handling of the City’s bankruptcy finance process 
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INTERSECTION OF BUSINESS & WEALTH
John Hill: ‘Crain’s Detroit top CFO for government

John Hill

and his efforts to transform the City’s finance 
operations.

“For the CFO of the City of Detroit to earn 
this honor less than a year after the City exited 
bankruptcy is a testament to John’s masterful 
handling of our City’s finances,” said Mayor 
Mike Duggan. “He has brought a level of 
professionalism and respect to the City’s financial 
operation that is being recognized nationally.”

Hill was hired just five months after the 
City filed bankruptcy. Since that time, he helped 
navigate the City through that process and has 
been systematically implementing structural 
reforms to improve the City’s financial 
management systems, revenue collection efforts 
and restructuring the City’s financial functions. 

 In conjunction with CIO Beth Niblock 
and her team, he also has been moving the 
City toward more accessible information for 
the public.  Later this year the City will make 

all City financial transactions available online 
through its open data portal on the City website 
at www.DetroitMi.gov.

“John is an exceptional financial 
professional who is sensitive to the political 
economy,” said City Council President Pro 
Tem George Cushingberry, who chairs the 
finance committee. “We are well served by 
his ability to communicate clearly with all 
stakeholders.  I congratulate him on this 
award and look forward to a continued great 
partnership on behalf of the people of Detroit.”

One of the most recent accomplishments 
the City has achieved during Hill’s tenure has 
been to reduce the amount of bankruptcy exit 
financing by $30 million from initial projections.  
That savings was realized as a result of the City’s 
successful efforts to have many of the City’s 
bankruptcy consultants reduce their fees.

SEE P 11, John Hill

888-288-3261      TeamOneCU.org

Team One has it all. 
If you want to save money on your next Auto Loan, Mortgage 
or a Visa Credit Card, turn to Team One Credit Union first.

Happy AnniversaryMichigan Banner/Latino Banner

CMU Medical
Education Partners

1000 Houghton Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48602

J.D. McBrayer
phone: (989)583-6875
fax: (989)583-6885

1000 businesses strong:
Are YOU a member?



Saginaw – Andrea 
Bridgewater has joined 
SVRC Industries 
as Director of 
Industrial Operations. 
Bridgewater has over 
20 years’ experience 
in leadership, business 
to business solutions, 
and organizational 
development. Prior to 
coming to SVRC, she 
was the State Director for 
Experience Works. 

Bridgewater 
received her Masters of 
Administrative Science 
degree from Saginaw 
Valley State University. 
Bridgewater lives in 
Kawkawlin with her 
husband, Matt. 
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FROM P 10, John Hill
 This reduction in borrowing 

means that for the next 30 years, 
the City will have roughly $3.5 
million per year less debt and 
related interest to pay, which can 
instead be used to make sure the 
budget is balanced and to pay 
for vital City services.

“I truly appreciate this 

Thanks Keith Byce for allowing me
 to help with your car purchase.

Enjoy!

Terry Reed
Sales Professional - Used Cars

Phone (989) 667-2000 Ext 341
Direct (989) 460-0341 

Fax (989) 667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com

Website www.labadieauto.com
Labadie Buick Cadillac GMC  •  711 S. Euclid Avenue  •  Bay City, MI 48706

SVRC Industries Welcomes 
Andrea Bridgewater

Andrea Bridgewater

 Saginaw - The Michigan 
Small Business Development 
Center Great Lakes Bay Region 
will offer a Starting a Business 
seminar at the Hoyt Library at 
505 Janes Avenue in Saginaw 
on Wednesday, August 12, 2015 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. There is 
no cost to attend. 

For more information 

Starting a Business Seminar 
In Case You Missed It

about Michigan SBDC, online 
resources, business education 
seminars and registration, go to 
www.SBDCMichigan.org or call 
(989) 686-9597.

 Pre-registration is required 
and reasonable arrangements for 
persons with disabilities will be 
made if requested at least two 
weeks in advance. 

recognition, which I accept on 
behalf of the great team we have 
in place,” Hill said. “Working for 
a Mayor and City Council that are 
deeply engaged and personally 
committed to moving our City 
forward as a model of financial 
excellence and integrity has 
allowed us to make real progress.”

The Michigan Chronicle 
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The Great Lakes
   Bay Region
     Does Better
      with Garber.

         “The most valuable asset I have is my family, so when I
           buy a car I look for quality, integrity and safety.  In other
           words, I buy Garber.  They sold me a great car and then
           followed it up with even better customer service after
           the sale.  I did better with Garber and you will too. 
           It matters where I buy my car.  That's why I buy
          from Garber.”

          - Brian Pruitt, Founder - Power of Dad

GoGarber.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

SALES CONSULTANT
Location: Saginaw, Michigan

LOOKING FOR A COMPANY THAT VALUES YOUR POTENTIAL?
A job with AT&T as a Sales Consultant can provide you with exactly that!
Take advantage of our paid training and wide range of career possibilities. 
AT&T offers a competitive salary and benefits that include medical, dental, 
paid vacation, and more!

What you’ll do as an AT&T Sales Consultant:
• Consult with customers to recommend and sell a variety of AT&T 

products and services to meet our customers needs
• Provide AT&T customers with a positive sales and service experience
• Interact with multiple online systems while speaking with customers
• Meet sales quotas and service objectives in a fast paced call center 

environment
• 

Our Sales Consultants must be able to:
• Complete on-the-job and/or classroom training as required to remain 

on the job 
• Work day, evening, night, weekend and/or split shifts if required 
• Receive satisfactory results from a background/employment history 

investigation and drug screening 
• Qualify on pre-employment screening
• Call Center Audition (CC Audition)
• Employment Inventory (EI)
• Customer Service Assessment (CSA)

Test study guides can be found at: www.att.jobs/test-guides.aspx
Requisition ID: 1536161

Apply at 
https://att.taleo.net/careersection/10161/jobapply.ftl?job=1536161

HEIDEN TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS 
SEEKING CONTROLLER

Heiden Technology Solutions a local growing Information Technology 
company is seeking a controller to work at our headquarters in Saginaw 
Michigan. 

This will be a 32-40 hour a week position with benefits. Qualified 
candidates will possess a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting, Finance or 
Business Administration. Two or more years of advanced level experience 
or an equivalent combination of education and experience and 3 or more 
professional references. 

This position will lead all day-to-day finance operations including 
functional responsibility over accounting, accounts payable, payroll, 
Human Resources and Administration.
 For more information submit your resume with cover letter to jpartlow@

heidentech.com.
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Employment Services
Great Lakes Bay Michigan Works!
312 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989.752.3145
Fax 989.752.3075

Fashion
Where Did U Get That Hat? Special-
izing in Custom Designs “Sunday’s 
Best”
Yvonne Ellison/Milliner
Phone 989-529-4193
E-mail yeellison@aol.com

Financial
Team One Credit Union
520 Hayden Street
Saginaw, MI 48607
989.754.6575
888.288.3261
Wanigas Credit Union
1837 Bagley
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.759.5780

Florists
Erika’s Flowers
214 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9330
www.erikasflowerssaginaw.com

Food & Dining
Spencer’s Route 46
Spence Dambro Proprietor
5530 Gratiot
Saginaw, MI 48638
989-793-3400
www.spencerfinefood.com

Funeral Homes
Deisler Funeral Home
2233 Hemmeter Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989.799.1151

Appraisal Servcies
Clarence W. Osborne Jr.,
Certified General Appraiser
Residential and Commercial
989.746.9721
989.780.2088

Attorneys
The Law Offices of
Alan A. Crawford PLLC
Alan A. Crawford, Attorney At Law
615 Griswold Ste. 1215,
Detroit, MI 48226
803 Court Street, Saginaw, MI 48602
313.559.7881
313.556.2487 (Fax)
www.acrawfordlaw.com
Auto
Garber Buick
5925 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
989.497.4444
Labadie Olds
711 S. Euclid
Bay City, MI 48706
Terry Reed, Sales Professional
989-667-2000 Ext. 341
Direct 989-460-0341
Fax 989-667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website www.labadieauto.com
McDonald Pontiac-GMC, Inc.
5155 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
Leon V. Washington
Sales & Leasing Professional
989-790-5155
Leonwa1@yahoo.com
Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Parys Liddell
Sales Consultant-Lincoln Certified 
Representative
989.792.2453

Auto Detail
Morningstar Auto Detail Shop
306 East Remington Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-482-6505

Beauty
Imani Beauty Salon
Felicia Thomas
212 Federal Ave. (Downtown)
Saginaw, MI 48601
Reflections of U Too
Louise McKinnie, Owner
2103 Sheridan Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989.753.4600
Sports Barbershop
1400 W. Genesee
Saginaw, Michigan 48602
989-992-2600
Unique Cuts & Massage
1502 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-327-2338
Unique Cuts II
3125 E. Holland
Saginaw, MI 48601
Unique Cuts III
4797 Dixie Hwy.
Saginaw, MI 48607
Unique Styles Beauty Salon
119 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

Cleaning Services
Best Choice
Floor Maintenance & Carpet Cleaning
989-316-8327
bestchoicefmandcc@hotmail.com

Dentists
Jack W. Nash, DDS Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
1320 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-752-1200

Heating and Cooling
HORIZON
Azola Williams
989-755-8650 Business
989-233-3295 Cell

Home Health Care Services
ComForcare Home Care
320 S. Washington Ave. Ste. 202
Saginaw, MI 48607
989.752.5501
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

Photography
E. B. Stodio
212 Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-397-4144

Publications
David Hall
Crimiel Publications LLC
POB 20061
Saginaw, Michigan 48602

Restaurants
Rite Spot
1205 Lapeer
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-6001

Retailers
GREEKS “R” US
2203 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-4925
riggins52@charter.net

Shoe Repair
Morgans Shoe Repair
308 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-6155

Township Government
Buena Vista Charter Township
Dexter A. Mitchell
Township Manager
1160 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI 48601

Business Directory

Advertisers Are Talking 24/7 Around The Great Lakes Bay Region And Beyond @ www.themichiganbanner.com! 
To Join The Conversation Contact The Sales Staff  at 989.753.3475, or the michiganbanner@gmail.com.

The Michigan Banner Appreciates 
ALL of Our Advertisers!



– Kenyita Witherspoon

 Delta College management student 

 Ready to be the boss

Delta fit into my 
busy life as a 
working mom.

Kenyita Witherspoon, Delta College student, knows 
what it’s like to work a full-time job, be a parent, and still 
get the grades she needs to succeed. She’s getting a 
management degree at Delta College. And, she couldn’t 
be happier.  

You can do it, too. 

Watch Kenyita, and others, tell their story.

delta.edu/thinkbig

Go Ahead, Think Big.Go ahead, Think Big.
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EDUCATION

Mount Pleasant - The bare concrete floor and 
brick walls of the warehouse in Detroit echoed 
the chatter and laughter of 19 fourth-grade girls 
as they manufactured gas bubbles from dry ice, 
created vacuums in straws while competing in a 
relay race and performed other experiments.

Welcome to STEMpowered, a weeklong 
science, technology, engineering and math camp 
for Detroit girls and the result of a vision of the 
nonprofit group’s co-founders, Madeline Palmer 
and Erika Brockberg.

Palmer, part of the inaugural class of the 
Central Michigan College of Medicine and 
now in her third year as a medical student, 
said articles detailing how women are under-
represented as professionals in STEM fields 
and studies showing girls self-select out STEM 
topics in elementary school led to the creation of 
STEMpowered in 2013.  

Online fundraising and sponsorship from 

Madeline Pallmer and a STEMpowered participant.

CMU medical students make STEM learning 
fun for Detroit girls

Big Boy Restaurants allowed every girl in the 
inaugural camp to attend for free. 

This year, Palmer, from Birmingham, and 
Brockberg secured sponsorship from Fox Sports 
Detroit. They also extended the camp to two 
weeks – one week for first-time campers and a 
second for girls who attended in 2014.

“The goal of STEMpowered is to build 
confidence, build excitement and foster 
curiosity,” Palmer said. “I think one of the most 
amazing things you can start to do is explore the 
world and explore how it works and why things 
react the way they do.”

Palmer and Brockberg recruited friends 
to serve as mentors. Fellow CMU College of 
Medicine students Emily Fortin of Ann Arbor, 
Stefanie Digiandomenico of Livonia and Leela 
Chandrasekar of Grosse Pointe are part of the 
10-woman team who picked up girls from their 
homes, led them through morning experiments 

and afternoon field trips and drove them home.
This year, half of the girls used a variety of 

materials to craft containers to cradle an egg so it 
would not break when dropped from the top of a 
tall ladder. The other girls used supplies to create 
Rube Goldberg machines.

Palmer and the other mentors said they plan 
to recruit more leaders for next year and continue 
STEMpowered. For now, Palmer, Fortin and 
Digiandomenico are back to medical school in 
a year filled with clinical rotations and a half-
year of a community clerkship with internal and 
family medicine doctors.

The third class of 104 CMU College of 
Medicine students arrives in Mount Pleasant on 
Aug. 3, bringing the number of medical students 
at CMU to 272. Of that total, 85 percent are from 
Michigan, reflecting the mission of the College 
of Medicine to provide quality physicians for 
underserved areas in the state and the Midwest.

STEMpowered participant with STEMpowered mentor.
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By Douglas Trombley
Superintendent
Saginaw Township Community Schools

Saginaw - Our region has long been known 
for career fields that require science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM). Manufacturing 
and healthcare are just two of the more prominent 
career fields that support our region’s economy. 

In recent years, though, the stigma 
associated with the collapse of the auto industry 
and the overall economy has caused our 
graduates to naturally steer clear of these areas 
of employment preparation. Students have been 
guided away from pursuing many STEM fields 
due to a belief that there are no jobs available. 

As the economy improved and the area’s 
business realigned to supply and demand, 
though, careers in STEM related fields are 
not only available, employers are having a 
difficult time finding qualified candidates to 

Supt. Douglas Trombley
Saginaw Township Schools

Creating a Career Focus
fill openings.

The Great Lakes Bay Regional Alliance has 
undertaken a STEM Impact Initiative to aid our 
region with aligning our educational practices 
with career opportunities. During the study, the 
needs of our region became very apparent. The 
annual mean wage for a STEM job is $79,395 
— nearly 71 percent higher than the average for 
all occupations and industries, according to data 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

These are not just jobs requiring a college 
degree, but also many skilled trades and 
certificated programs that provide a substantial 
income. Manufacturing and healthcare drive 
roughly 38 percent of our region’s economic 
output, but only 16 percent of graduates major 
in STEM related fields. 

Thus, there is a large gap between the 
number of openings and the available work 
force. It is our job as educators to prepare 
tomorrow’s workforce. This means aligning our 
focus with the needs of our region’s employers. 

This doesn’t mean just telling our students 
to go into STEM fields because there are jobs. 
It means graduating students that are proficient 
in math and science. This is easier said than 
done. Most students are not fond of mathematics 
because it’s essentially its own language, and is 
most often taught separately from other subjects 
and content. 

Students often do not see the relevance 
of mathematics to their world. Science has 
historically been taught as a subject with a 
great deal of content and facts with very little 
focus on processes and application. These areas 
of instructional practice are where schools can 
shift their thinking and make learning math and 
science more meaningful for students.

We have seen successes with our student 
engagement through several initiatives and 
plan to build upon them. Our district STEM 
coordinator hosted a very successful STEM 
day for kids this past year. The students and 
parents found the day to be very rewarding and 
beneficial. We implemented a Project Based 
Learning (PBL) coach into our after-school 
programs where students enjoyed the hands-on 
activities provided. 

Along with Dow Chemical’s generous 
financial support of these initiatives, they have 
also provided guests in our classrooms that our 
students found to be helpful in making math 
and science more relevant. 

Our industrial technology programs 
produce outstanding results and are at capacity 
because so many students are requesting to be 
a part of the programs. We have also provided 
our teachers with professional development 
opportunities in STEM areas with a focus on 
increasing student engagement through more 
applied learning opportunities.

In each of these initiatives, the point 
of emphasis is the engagement of students 
in activities that apply math, science and 
technology in order to learn them. Along with 
continuing our successful initiatives in these 
areas, we will also be expanding the use of 
more project based learning with a STEM 
focus throughout our district. 

We will be undertaking a substantial 
endeavor at the third through fifth grade level that 
will provide our students with more opportunities 
to engage in STEM through project based 
learning. It’s at this age where students really 
begin applying literacy and math skills in other 
subject areas, and we want our students to find 
the application of their newly acquired skills to 
be meaningful, engaging and rewarding. 

Finding purpose and success with math and 
science at a young age will lead to future success 
and engagement as each student progresses 
through school and into the workforce.

With helping students be career and college 
ready as our purpose, STCS will continue to 
focus on the individual needs of our students 
as they prepare to successfully contribute and 
compete in a rapidly changing global society. 

STCS is preparing for another fantastic 
year by finalizing staffing, schedules and 
plans, as well as further implementing 
programs and practices that will help to keep 
students engaged, motivated and successful. 

As summer begins winding down and the 
school year approaches, we will be ready and 
excited to welcome our students, staff, parents 
and our community back to our campuses.
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University Center, MI - Saginaw Valley State 
University has received renewed authorization 
from the Michigan Department of Education to 
offer an endorsement for students in its teacher 
preparation and special education programs. 
SVSU will begin offering an updated curriculum 
for the endorsement in cognitive impairment this 
fall for students pursuing bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees.

“This endorsement will help us better 
prepare educators to meet the unique 
learning needs of youth who have a 
cognitive impairment,” said Dorothy Millar, 
SVSU professor of teacher education. “There 
is a shortage of teachers in Michigan with 
this specialization.”

Cognitive impairment, previously referred 
to as mental impairment or mental retardation, 
is a broad and complex classification regarding 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

SVSU to offer new endorsement for 
special education students

Under the Michigan Administrative Rules 
for Special Education, students are eligible 
to receive individualized special education 
programming when they are determined to 
have a cognitive impairment.

When identifying the students’ strengths 
and needs, and when provided effective 
instruction and support, students with 
cognitive impairments can reach their full 
potential in academics and in all aspects of 
living resulting in a high quality of life.

Millar said SVSU graduates of the program 
will be well-prepared.

“We have designed our program to be 

heavy on field experience, collaborating with 
school districts in urban and rural settings to 
ensure our students receive a well-rounded 
education,” she said. 

“We also have placed an emphasis 
on connecting course work to the leading 
evidence-based instructional practices in the 
field, so that our graduates are using the most 
effective methods to teach their students.”

SVSU will begin offering courses in the 
program in August.  For more information, 
contact Millar at dmmillar@svsu.edu, or 
Kathy Lopez, SVSU certification officer at 
989-964-4057 or klopez@svsu.edu.

University Center, 
MI - On Saturday, 
August 1, SVSU is 
hosting a speaker 

series and technology showcase in the style of the TED Talks videos 
made popular on social media.

 TEDxSVSU is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 3:40 p.m. in SVSU’s 
Rhea Miller Recital Hall. Limited tickets ($25) are still available for 
this independently organized TED event.

X = Independently Organized TED Event

University Center, MI -  A group 
of Saginaw Valley State University 
students will devote a summer  to 
a service project, as they build 
and install playground equipment 
at Great Beginnings Christian 
Childcare Center in Saginaw 
County’s Kochville Township. 

The work was started on 
Saturday, July 25 and will continue 

SVSU Students Construct Playground 
Equipment for local Child Care Center

until the project is completed.
The students are members 

of Alpha Phi Omega, a national 
coed service fraternity. The SVSU 
chapter has more than 40 members, 
and event organizer Anna Nowak, 
an elementary education major 
from Garden City, expects more 
than a dozen students to participate 
as well as a few alumni.

SVSU students selected Great 
Beginnings after learning of the 
facility’s needs from two of the 
chapter’s advisers. Mike Major, 
director of Career Services, 
and Bob Tuttle, professor of 
mechanical engineering, both use 
the center for their children.
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Sabrina 
Beeman-Jackson

Saginaw ISD Head 
Start/Early Head 

Start Program 
Director

About Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Established in 1965, Head 
Start promotes school readiness 
for children, ages three to five, 
in low-income families by 
offering educational, nutritional, 
health, social and other services.

Head Start programs promote 
school readiness by enhancing the 
social and cognitive development 
of children through the provision 
of educational, health, nutritional, 
social and other services to 
enrolled children and families.

Early Head Start, launched 
in 1995, provides supprt to 
low-income infants, toddlers, 
pregnant women and their 
families.

EHS programs enhance 
children’s physical, social, 
emotional, and intellectual 
development; assist pregnant 
women to access 
comprehensive prenatal and 
postpartum care: support 
parents’ efforts to fulfill their 
parental roles; and help parents 
move toward self-sufficiency.

Together Head Start and 
Early Head Start have served 
tens of millions of children 
and their families.

At Saginaw ISD Head Start 
our attentive staff is available 
Monday through Friday to 
answer all your questions and 
make every effort to ensure you 
are 100% satisfied.

“Our mission is to provide high 
quality services, developing school 

readiness and family empowerment 
for prenatal to age five children and 
families by working in partnership 
with parents and the community.”

Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

Saginaw ISD Head Start
Claytor Administrative Building

3200 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone 989.752.2193
Fax 989.921.7146

Office Hours
Monday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Friday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

For additional information concerning
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Head Start 
helped me see 
the value in 
education. 

Today, I have 
my bachelor’s 

degree, and I’m 
working toward 
obtaining my 

master’s degree 
in mental 

health 
counseling.”

-Vanessa Martinez
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Ala. - Tuskegee University has been 
chosen as one of the 2015 Tom Joyner 
Foundation ‘Schools of the Month.’ 
Throughout the month of August, the 
organization will promote raising funds for 
the university and highlight its programs and 
students. 

Tuskegee alumnus, Tom Joyner, a 
nationally syndicated radio personality, formed 
the foundation. The “Schools of the Month” 
campaign is part of the organization’s on-
going effort to assist chosen institutions in 
broadening and strengthening their efforts 
to raise money to help students attending 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. 

As one of the “Schools of the Month,” 

Tom Joyner Foundation chooses Tuskegee 
University as ‘School of the Month’

Tuskegee University will be promoted by the 
Tom Joyner Morning Show and receive funds 
raised from listeners, alumni and other interested 
parties in August. The show, aired in more than 
100 markets around the country, reaches nearly 
eight million listeners every week.

Every week in August, the foundation will 
also award a $1,500 Hercules Scholarship to a 
qualified male student. The recipients will be 
announced on the Tom Joyner Morning Show 
and social media each Thursday morning. 

To make a financial contribution to 
Tuskegee, go to the foundation’s donation page 
at tomjoynerfoundation.org/donate. On the 
donation page, in the Option area, click and 
scroll down to choose Tuskegee University.

 By Jeanne Baron
Kalamazoo —Ten high-achieving high 

school students have won inaugural Foundation 
Scholarships to begin their studies at Western 
Michigan University this fall.

Foundation Scholarships, valued at 
$50,000 each over four years, are based on 
academic performance as well as demonstrated 
financial need. They are part of WMU’s mix of 
top scholarships for beginning students.

The awards will provide recipients with 
$12,500 per year for four years and are similar 
to WMU’s famed, merit-based Medallion 
Scholarships. High-achieving high-need 
students may be eligible to enter the running 
for both types of scholarships, but can only 
receive an award from one.

This year’s Foundation Scholars have an 
average grade point of 3.99. Four recipients 
come from underrepresented or minority 
groups, and all are from Michigan. They are 
scheduled to graduate from WMU during the 
2018-19 academic year.

2015 Michigan Foundation Scholars 
Roman Bell - Detroit 
Crystal DeRoo - Holland 

Ten Western Michigan University incoming 
students win $50,000 Foundation Scholarships

Jordan Farrel - Portage 
Lily Heitz - Fountain 
Marilyn Laski - Saginaw 
Marissa Mohney - Vandalia 
Diana Ovalle - Grant 
Stephania Pardo -Grand Rapids 
Tamera Rutherford - Kalamazoo 
Paula Shay - Muskegon 
WMU established the Foundation 

Scholarship Program in 2014 to expand 
college access for new first-year students 
needing financial aid. 

To be eligible for the 
award, applicants must 
have a high school GPA 
of 3.7 or higher at the 
end of their junior year, 
or have a composite ACT 
score of 26 (or SAT of 
1170) or higher. They 
also had to apply to the 
University by Dec. 22 
and be admitted for fall 
2015 by Jan. 5.

In addition to the 
$50,000 monetary 

award, Foundation Scholars become members 
of WMU’s Lee Honors College. 

All semifinalists who do not receive the 
Foundation Scholarship receive a minimum of 
$3,000 in scholarships to attend WMU.

The Foundation Scholarship fund is set up 
in the WMU Foundation. Donations to the fund 
can be made at mywmu.com/gift by clicking 
Giving, followed by Make a Gift, and typing 
Foundation Scholarship in the giving form’s 
special instructions box for designations.



Page 20

1400 W. Genesee  Saginaw, Michigan  (989) 753-3475  www.themichiganbanner.com

The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper August 1, 2015



Page 21

1400 W. Genesee  Saginaw, Michigan  (989) 753-3475  www.themichiganbanner.com

The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional NewspaperAugust 1, 2015

For most Americans who do not use 
tobacco, the most important cancer risk factors 
that can be changed are body weight, diet, and 
physical activity. 

One-third of all cancer deaths in the United 
States each year are linked to diet and physical 
activity, including being overweight or obese, 
while another third is caused by tobacco 
products.

Although our genes influence our risk of 
cancer, most of the difference in cancer risk 
between people is due to factors that are not 
inherited. 

Avoiding tobacco products, staying at a 
healthy weight, staying active throughout life, 

The American Cancer Society encourages people 
to make healthy lifestyle choices that can help 

reduce their risk of cancer
and eating a healthy diet may greatly reduce a 
person’s lifetime risk of developing or dying 
from cancer. These same behaviors are also 
linked with a lower risk of developing heart 

disease and diabetes.
For additional information concerning the 

fight against cancer, visit www.cancer.org
 www.cancer.org

August 1 through August 7 marks National 
Minority Donor Awareness Week.  This is a 
week set aside each year, not only to raise 
awareness about organ and tissue donation 

This is National Minority 
Donor Awareness Week

but also to promote preventive health and 
to address obstacles to donation.  For more 
information, visit www.colbyfoundation.org

“Better Choices, Better Medicine, Better Healing”HEALTH   
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By Mike Vizena
Executive Director  
 Michigan Association of Community Mental 
Health Boards

Saginaw - We often hear about mental 
health and physical health as if they were 
unrelated, two different ways of being healthy. 

Mike Vizena

Integrating Physical and Mental Health Care
But in recent years the correlation between the 
two has become more obvious and recognition 
of ways that each impacts the other is more 
prevalent. 

Research finds that people who have 
mental health issues are at higher risk for 
physical health issues. According to the World 
Health Organization, people with severe 
mental health disorders on average have a 
10-25 year reduction in lifespan, largely due 
to physical medical conditions including 
cardiovascular, respiratory and infectious 
diseases, as well as diabetes and hypertension. 

Focusing on just physical or mental health 
is not sufficient, the foundation for building 
good overall health has evolved into the mind 
and body co-existing. 

As a result, many mental health service 
providers are pairing with primary and other 
health care providers to integrate their services in 
order to enhance the quality of patient care.  

In 2013, Centra Wellness Network in 
Michigan joined a coalition to increase integrated 
care for residents of Northern Michigan in 
partnership with providers of primary, mental, 

specialty health, substance abuse, public health 
and dental care.  The effort aims to lower health 
care costs, improve the patient care experience 
and centralize mental health as a holistic focus. 

Several of the coalition members relocated 
their offices to a shared space, allowing 
patients to seamlessly take care of multiple 
appointments in one visit. The shared waiting 
room also aids in combatting the stigma that 
mental health consumers often face when 
seeking and receiving mental health services.

By transitioning from separate mental 
and physical health care services to the 
streamlining of both, services will become 
more efficient, helping patients maintain a 
balanced life that thoroughly encompasses the 
elements of physical and mental well-being. 

Promoting individual well-being and a 
healthy lifestyle is a long-term investment. 
Focusing on the integration of mental and 
physical health will ensure that everyone 
receives the benefits of comprehensive care.  
To create a healthier future for all of us, 
we must start by integrating the care of our 
bodies and our minds. 

 Saginaw -   Are you or your 
organization looking for a way 
to raise funds for a particular 
cause, event or purpose? If so, 
the Temple Theatre Foundation 
has the solution. We are looking 
for quality volunteers to serve 
as Guest Services Associates at 
the Temple Theatre on an event 
driven basis. 

The events are usually held in 
the evenings and weekends from 
September to June. The Guest 
Services Associates serve as 

Temple Theatre Foundation 
has opportunities to non 

profit organizations
greeters, ushers, ticket takers and 
box office support. 

For every volunteer hour 
worked per person, we will 
provide $5 to the charitable 
organization of your choice 
(501(c) 3, non-profit, religious 
organizations). 

 If you are interested in 
pursuing this opportunity contact 
Anne Schroeder, Box Office 
Manager at the Temple Theatre, 
at 989-754-SHOW (7469) or 
anne@templetheatre.org.

Come Join Us
Women of Colors

Women of Colors membership promotes sisterhood and 
values the differences in each individual by offering 

knowledge, encouragement and friendship. One of the 
great benefits of joining Women of Colors is connecting 
with others. WOC offers numerous opportunities and 

various ways for you to connect.
Monthly regular meetings are held to include a variety 

of speakers and educational topics of interest. 
Opportunities are available to build new friendships and 
to personally empower each member. We collaborate 

with schools, churches, agencies, and other 
organizations to provide various resources to 

individuals in need.

Meetings: Every 1st Thursday of the month
Time: 8:00 p.m.

Location: 612 Millard
(Warren Avenue Presbyterian Church)

For more information contact:
Evelyn McGovern: (989)737-9286

HAVE 
FUN

CREATE 
FRIENDSHIPS

I hope telling stories though ‘Making a Difference’ - as in my 
academic work and nonprofit work - will help me to live my 
grandmother’s adage of ‘Life is not about what happens to 

you, but about what you do with what happens to you.’
 -Chelsea Clinton
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 Since 1990 she has delivered engaging, 
results-oriented, and high-energy personal 
development workshops that motivate and inspire 
adults, college students and young people to 
strive for excellence and reach their personal 
best. Below are Sheila’s suggestions for exercise 
that you and your youngster can enjoy!

22 Fun Exercises You Can Do With Your Child
1. Jump rope (single or double-dutch).
2. Ride a bike.
3. Run around the neighborhood track.
4. Roller-skate at the park.

Exercising with your child!
5. Take a hike.
6. Swim at the pool.
7. Hoola-hoop while listening to music.
8. Play tennis.
9. Rock climb indoors.
10. Toss a football.
11. Kick a soccer ball.
12. Walk in the mall.
13. Play hopscotch.
14. Climb the stairs.
15. Ice-skating.
16. Dance!
17. Throw a baseball or softball.
18. Hop on one foot.
19. Play volleyball.
20. Fling a Frisbee.
21. Play Twister.
22. Play table tennis.

  http://www.sheilamadison.com/    

“Walking is man’s 
best medicine.”

-Hippocrates

“Some of the fitness points I stress for 
preparing and getting started with fitness 
include a baseline assessment from a 
physician, evaluating ones current level of 
fitness, setting goals and making fitness a 
family or friend affair,” said Sheila Madison.

 “Furthermore, any sustained movement 
like swimming, running, bicycling, and walking 
can help reduce life threatening diseases. I think 
it is important for people to choose an activity 
they enjoy. The more you and your child enjoy 
your exercises, the more likely you are likely to 
make it a part of your daily routine. As a result, 
families will improve their cardiovascular 
health, energy level and mental well-being.” 

 Sheila Madison is a Personal 
Development Training Specialist, Consultant 
and Keynote Speaker. She is passionate 
about health awareness and health education.

A fun recipe to make with your toddler!
It’s impossible to predict what 

your 2-year-old will want for 
breakfast each morning, which is 
why granola can be a great option. 
Serve it with yogurt or milk for 
breakfast, or take it along for a 
tasty snack on the go.

Ingredients
4 cups regular oats
1/4 cup slivered almonds
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/3 cup water
1/3 cup honey
1/3 cup maple syrup
2 tablespoons brown sugar
2 tablespoons canola oil
Cooking spray
1 cup minced dried apricots
1 cup raisins

Preparation
1. Preheat oven to 325°.

2. Combine first 4 ingredients in a 
large bowl.
3. Combine water and next 4 
ingredients in a small saucepan; 
bring to a boil. Pour over oat 
mixture; toss to coat. Spread oat 
mixture on a jelly-roll pan coated 
with cooking spray. Bake at 325° 
for 35 minutes or until golden, 
stirring every 10 minutes. Place in 
a large bowl; stir in apricots and 
raisins. Cool completely.

Let your toddler help by: 
Looking for and gathering 
the ingredients. Pouring 
the measured oats and 
almonds into a mixing bowl. 
Spooning the cooled granola 
into a storage container.

Note: Store in an airtight 
container for up to a week. 
http://www.myrecipes.com/

Maple-Almond Granola

August 1, 2015



Awards: Overall and master male and female. 
Top two placed in each age group.
Age Groups

nationally for excellence while committing 
ourselves to the following pillars of success:  

Organizational Excellence, Human 
Resources, Community Service, and 
Growth and Creativity.  

MMR has established a set of values 
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Saginaw - Mobile Medical 
Response recently celebrated National 
Telecommunicators Week in April and 
National EMS Week in May. Both of 
these weeks are a huge part of the culture 
at MMR and something everyone looks 
forward to each year. 

The employees at MMR 
often work in difficult or 
stressful situations day in and 
out. Whether on the road in an 
ambulance caring for patients 
as an EMT or Paramedic, as 
a  Dispatcher in the Medical 
Communications Department 
taking calls and acting promptly 
to send an ambulance or as 
part of the administrative staff 
keeping things running behind 
the scenes, everyone at Team 
MMR gives their all every day. 

At MMR, we seek to 
enhance and improve the health 
of our communities by providing 
unrivaled access to medical care.  

We aim to provide 
medical care and service 
to our communities that is 
extraordinary and unsurpassed.  
We see ourselves as a strong, 
agile, values-driven EMS 
organization, recognized 

MMR Dispatch and EMS Staff continues 
dedicated service to our communities 

and principles that help guide us as we 
provide care and service to our patients and 
their families.  We strive to make the MMR 
core values of Professionalism, Respect, 
Integrity, Dedication and Excellence 
the cornerstones by which we base our 

decisions, as an organization as 
well as in our personal lives.

Our consistent growth and 
expansion of medical services 
and the coverage area is a 
testament to our business 
model and our employees.  

We have developed a 
workforce that is competent, 
compassionate, empowered 
and accountable.  A “patients 
first” principle for nearly 
twenty years is the constant 
driving force behind our 
organization and our success.  

We thank our 
communities for over two 
decades of support and 
encouragement, and we 
invite you to reach out 
to any EMS professional 
and thank them for their 
hard work and sometimes, 
thankless dedication to 
caring for and serving 
others.

Midland - Mass Mutual of Southeast 
Michigan  is  hosting a golf outing to raise 
money for the fight against cancer. The event is 
August 20, at Sandy Ridge Golf Course, 2750 
Lauria Rd., in Midland, MI, beginning at 9 a.m.

For more details, contact bgunther@
financialguide.com, or call 989.631.6010.

 Mass Mutual making 
strides against breast 

cancer golf outing

• 12 & under to 80 plus
 Entry fee:
• Pre-registration $25 for 5-K run/walk before 
August 1st
• $15 for 1-mile fun run/walk before August 1st
• $35 after July 31st and $40 on race day for 5-K 
run/walk
• $25 after July 31st or $30 on race day for the 
1-mile fun run/walk
For more information contact Stephen B. 
Singleton, Volunteer Run Director at (248) 796-
2248 or email race@thewright.org

August 1, 2015



Lansing - Researchers from Michigan 
State University and Sparrow Health System 
have been awarded $50,000 by the Center 
for Innovation and Research to study ways to 
improve stroke rehabilitation.

The study, led by Rajiv Ranganathan of 
the MSU College of Education and the MSU 
College of Engineering, will utilize a virtual 
reality environment to examine if its uses could 
benefit stroke patients undergoing rehabilitation.

 “The importance of this study is 
reflected in terms of the underlying problem,” 
Ranganathan, assistant professor of 
kinesiology and mechanical engineering, said. 

“Stroke is the leading cause of long-term 
disability and we still don’t have good, effective 
ways to quantify or treat movement deficits in 
stroke survivors. By using recent advances in 
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Stroke Rehab Study to Use Virtual Reality

Rajiv Ranganathan of the MSU College of Education

Students in Moter Learning and Rehabilitation Engineering Lab
Courtesy photo

technology, we are hoping that 
this study can at least provide a 
stepping stone toward that goal.”

The virtual reality system 
measures movements with 
high precision, which are then 
translated into a game-like 
interface. “One of the reasons 
for using virtual reality is 
because it allows us to separate 
perception from reality—for 
example, we can make your 
movements look better or 
worse than they actually are. 
Moreover, by using a game-like 
interface we can make therapy 

more engaging.”
The first aim of the study is to use the virtual 

reality system to assess and quantify motor 
function for the affected and non-affected sides 
of the body in 40 stroke survivors. Once their 
assessments have been made, the researchers 
plan to determine the effectiveness of unimanual 
(using only a single 
hand/arm) or bimanual 
therapy (using both 
arms) utilizing the 
virtual reality system.

Ranganathan 
brings his expertise 
to Sparrow for this 
project, helping set 
up the virtual reality 
system and analyzing 

the data.
For their clinical expertise, Ranganathan 

is partnering with three faculty from the MSU 
College of Osteopathic Medicine’s Department 
of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation—Rani 
Gebara, Michael Andary and Jim Sylvain—and 
with Cathy Hilts, a registered nurse at Sparrow 
Hospital.

“At Michigan State University, we focus 
heavily on collaboration that will make 
an extraordinary impact on our world,” 
Ranganathan continued. “We hope this 
project will help create effective strategies 
for the thousands of patients across the 
world who suffer from strokes each year.”

The team started collecting data in late 
April 2015.

The Center for Innovation and Research, 
created as a major joint initiative between 
Sparrow and MSU, aims to seek new 
projects to continuously improve care and 
deliver Patient-centered, evidence- based 
best practice care to individuals who 
receive care at Sparrow.

College of Education
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 Saginaw-Shiawassee

NON PROFIT NEWS
Non Profit Directory

CAN Council Saginaw County
1311 N. Michigan Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48602
(989) 752-7226 / fax (989) 752-277
www.cancouncil.org

THE EZEKIEL PROJECT
ezekielprojectnow@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 3470
Saginaw, MI 48605-3470
Phone: 989-755-1620
Fax: 989-755-4038

Good Neighbors Mission
1318 Cherry Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-399-9918

Health Delivery, Inc.
501 Lapeer Ave. 
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-759-6400

Houghton-Jones Task Force
1708 Johnson Street
Saginaw, MI
989-752-1660

Lighthouse Outreach Center
808 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-928-9096

Mobile Medical Response
834 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.758.2900

Michigan Banner Outreach
1400 W. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-714-2240

Pit and Balcony Theatre
805 N. Hamilton
Saginaw, MI 48602
www.pitandbalconytheatre.com
989-754-6587
pitandbalconytheatre@yahoo.com

Public Libraries of Saginaw
Butman-Fish, Hoyt, Wickes & Zauel 
Libraries
505 Janes Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0904
www.saginawlibrary.org

Restoration Community Outreach
1205 Norman
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 753-1886 / fax (989) 753-2880
Email: rcosag@yahoo.com

Saginaw County Business & 
Education Partnership
1213 South Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.399.0016

Saginaw County Community Action 
Agency, Inc. (CAC)
2824 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7741

The Saginaw Community Foundation
1 Tuscola, Suite 100
Saginaw,  MI 48607
989-755-0545

Women of Colors
P.O. Box 5525
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-399-9275 or 989-737-9286
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FUNdraising GOOD TIMES

By Mel and Pearl Shaw
Saad & Shaw Comprehensive Fund
Development Services

We truly understand the importance of securing 
money and resources. At the same time, we 
caution against a “money first” approach to 
fundraising. We believe that fundraising should 
be grounded in a nonprofit’s values. We offer 
six fundraising values for your consideration.

1. The goals and visions of a nonprofit 
should first meet the needs of the 
community served. We all have individual 
dreams and a vision for a better tomorrow. 
When crafting or reviewing the vision and 
goals for your nonprofit make sure they 
meet community needs and are more than a 
vehicle for your personal aspirations. Make 
clear how your nonprofit will benefit your 
community, and keep community benefit as 
a priority at all times. 
2. Leadership should fully understand and 
support the nonprofit’s vision and goals. 
There should be no question about the 
organization’s or institution’s vision for the 
future, and how it will progress towards 
that vision. The executive staff and board 
should use the nonprofit’s vision and goals 
as a compass to guide their individual and 
collective work.
3. A successful nonprofit should be 
volunteer-led. While the nonprofit sector 
is increasingly professionalized with staff 
hired to support the implementation of a 
nonprofit’s vision and goals, each nonprofit 
should have strong volunteer leadership. 

Professional staff help ensures a 
full-time focus on the nonprofit’s work 
by individuals who believe in the vision 
and have the professional qualifications 
to deliver the services promised in the 
mission and goals. 
Volunteer leaders help keep the Mel and Pearl Shaw

Nonprofit fundraising values
Values are at the heart of a nonprofit and its operations. Our question to readers: what are your fundraising values?

organization grounded in its vision and 
focused on its goals. When volunteers take 
the lead in raising funds, the impact can be 
far greater than a fundraising initiative that 
is staff-driven. 
4. Fundraising should start with the 
strengths and resources that are currently 
available. Start where you are and take 
advantage of the opportunities available to 
your nonprofit and then extend your reach.

 Many nonprofits have relationships 
with individuals who want to provide 
resources, make introductions, or host 
home/office events. Start there. Make 
your case.
5. A fundraising initiative should be 
guided by a plan that is derived from the 
organization’s strategic or business plan, and 
influenced by market research (feasibility 
study). Don’t jump into fundraising with 

a “we need money” approach. Craft your 
strategic business plan, learn how others 
respond to your plan, and then begin 
fundraising in a consistent, systematic way.
6. The operations of a nonprofit should 
be open and transparent. We can’t say 
it enough. Be open, accountable, and 
keep your operations and financials 
transparent. There should be no secrets. 
Answer questions honestly; proactively 
provide information regarding finances, 
operations, impact and outcomes. 
Your fundraising values can guide your 

decisions for short-term and long-term success.

Mel and Pearl Shaw position nonprofits, colleges 
and universities for fundraising success. For help 
with your fundraising visit www.saadandshaw.
com or call (901) 522-8727.
Copyright 2015 - Mel and Pearl Shaw
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PRAISE CONNECTIONS & LIFE

By Chuck Lawless

NC - I confess that I don’t always take 
care of myself as I should. I have to work hard 
to maintain a healthy weight, keep my blood 
pressure down, etc. As a Christian, though, I 
see this issue as more a spiritual one than a 
physical one. Here are some reasons believers 
need to take care of ourselves:

We are created in God’s image. The Bible is 
quite clear here – we are made in the image of 
the Creator. That image was marred in the fall of 
Adam and Eve, but not destroyed. That fact alone 
should give us reason to take care of ourselves.

This body is the only one we have. This point 
might sound silly, but sometimes we live as if 
we have bodies to spare. When this one is worn 

out, we don’t have a 
replacement until the 
day of resurrection.

Poor discipline 
is a bad witness. It’s 
hard to tell people 
to be disciplined in 
their Bible study, 
prayer life, giving, 
etc., when they can 
look at us and see we 
are undisciplined in 
exercise and eating. 
A lack of effort in one 
area of life is often 
indicative of problems 
in other areas.

Bad health is 
costly. Eventually, 
the costs of poor 
health add up. 
Medical bills pile 
up. Insurance costs 
increase. Moreover, 
bad health makes 
us less productive 
at work. Others are 

10 Reasons Believers Should Take Care of 
Themselves Physically

forced then to carry some of our load.
Our families deserve better. Frankly, it’s 

unloving not to take care of ourselves. Our 
families worry about us when we struggle to 
climb steps or find clothes to fit. Our love for 
them ought to motivate us to do better.

Being out of shape might indicate idolatry. 
Those words might be difficult to hear, but 
they’re necessary ones. If we cannot push away 
from food in order to take care of our bodies, 
we must ask if something other than God has 
become our god.

Better health = more energy to do God’s 
work. God’s work is not easy. Those of us in 
ministry know that the burdens are sometimes 
heavy. The hours are often long. Being out of 
shape makes the work only that much more 
difficult.

Proper care requires rest – and it’s 
biblical to get rest. God expects us to take 
time off, focus on Him, and enjoy His 
blessings. In fact, not taking time to rest can 
be self-centered (that is, we think we must 
be doing everything). I struggle here, but I’m 
learning.

We might be called to the mission field. 
Many missions organizations will not consider 
sending someone who is out of shape. The 
work is often rigorous, and the stresses of 
cross-cultural living are only compounded by 
poor health.

Our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
This truth is difficult to comprehend, but God 
really does live within us (1 Cor. 6:19). He 
who created us and indwells us expects us to 
be wise stewards of the body He gave us.

Maybe you want to make a commitment 
to take better care of yourself. If so, tell us 
how we can pray for you.

Chuck Lawless currently serves as Professor of 
Evangelism and Missions and Dean of Graduate 
Studies at Southeastern Seminary.  
ThomRainer.com

Chuck Lawless
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Bethel AME Church
Pastor P. David Saunders
535 Cathay St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-7011

Bread of Life Harvest Center
Senior Pastor Rodney J. McTaggart
3726 Fortune Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 790-7933

Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson
3317 Lapeer Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 754-2444

Corinthian Baptist Church
Pastor Roy L. Manning
104 S. 10th St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 754-1820

Faith Harvest Church
Bishop Ronald E. Chipp
1734 N. Mason
Saginaw, MI 48602
(989) 799-4200
Website: www.faithharvestministry.org
E-mail: office@faithharvestministry.org

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-3212

Greater Williams Temple
Bishop H.J. Williams
608 Remington
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-5291

Jacob’s Ladder
Pastor Dempsey Allen
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
(989) 799-6601

Life in Christ Ministries
Pastor Dennis Cotton, Sr. 
2915 S. Washington Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 752-2837
LifeInChristMinistries07@gmail.com

Messiah Missionary Baptist Church
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
Pastor Otis Washington
Phone: (989) 777-2636
Fax: (989) 777-2640
E-mail: messiahmbc@att.net
Website: www.messiahsag.org

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Pastor Marvin T. Smith
1114 N. 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 752-8064

New Beginnings Life Changing 
Ministries
Pastor Otis Dickens
2312 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-3650

New Birth Missionary Baptist
Pastor Larry D. Camel
1418 S. Warren
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-6604

New Covenant Christian Center
Pastor Ron Frierson
523 Hayden
Saginaw, MI
752-8485

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey
1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 753-7600

New Life Baptist Church
Pastor Rufus Bradley
1401 Janes St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 753-1151

New Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
Pastor Robert E. Donald
3610 Russel St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 754-0801

Ninth Street Community Church
Pastor William L. Scott Jr.
Assistant Pastor Rex Jones
1118 N. 9th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 752-7366

Prince of Peace Baptist Church
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 754-2841
Pastor Robert B. Corley Jr.

St. John Ev. Luthern Church
Pastor Connie Sassanella
915 Federal Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone: (989) 754-0489
Worship: 9:30 AM
stjohnlutheranelcasaginaw.weebly.com

Saginaw Valley Community
Pastor Richard Sayad
3660 Hermansau
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 752-4769

St. Lukes CME Church
1121 Tusola
Saginaw, MI 48607
(989) 755-0351

The Potters Touch Ministries
Pastor Kareem J. Bowen
1402 North 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-48601
facebook.com/The Potters Touch

Transforming Life Ministries
Pastor William Brown
3024 South Washington Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601-4353
(989) 754-9573

True Vine Baptist Church
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 752-0751

Victorius Believers Ministries Church
Rev. Christopher V. Pryor
624 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI 
(989) 755-7692

Wolverine State Baptist Convention
615 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

World Outreach Campus of Greater 
Coleman Temple Ministries
Supt. H.J. Coleman Jr.
2405 Bay Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48602
(989) 752-7957

Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor Rodrick Smith
721 Johnson
Saginaw, MI 48607
(989) 754-9621

Faith Based Directory

Obituaries and Memorials
To Celebrate a life  Call 989.753.3475, or email themichiganbanner@gmail.com



Page 31

1400 W. Genesee  Saginaw, Michigan  (989) 753-3475  www.themichiganbanner.com

The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional NewspaperAugust 1, 2015

A Passport to Theatre 
July 27 - August 1, 2015  9am to 4pm 
IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE WORLD OF THEATRE! 

   Summer Musical Production 

     SNOW WHITE                                                                        
A POLITICALLY CORRECT FAIRY TALE                                                                                                                                                                    

          Book, Music & Lyrics by Marc Robin          

Pit and Balcony Theatre is pleased to announce a new theatrical experience:     
a week long theatre intensive designed to allow students age 12-18 the             
opportunity to develop their dramatic skills and appreciation for theatre by    
experiencing every artistic facet of it with daily workshops and afternoon        
rehearsals.  Performances: July 31 & August 1. 

 To register call: 989.754.6587 by July 23rd 

   Fee: $75 per participant - lunch included 
A Passport to Theatre Program is made possible through a grant from the Morley Foundation 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Saginaw - Teens visit the Saginaw Art Museum, located at 1126 
N. Michigan Ave., in Saginaw on August 11, for a free evening 
of art, music and creativity, sponsored by ThunderBrew Coffee 
Company. The fun begins at 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Listen to student performers and bring your own instrument to 
perform! Visit the museum galleries, explore creative writing or 
create art. Refreshments available.

For more information call 989.754.2491.

Teen Tuesday at the 
Saginaw Art Museum

Midland Center for the Arts
1801 West St. Andrews Road

Midland, Michigan 48640

Until Sep 03, 2015
Recurring daily

(Closed on Sunday & Monday) 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, 

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Thursday: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Admission: Adults: $9 | Ages 4 – 14: $6 | Ages 3 and under: Free
(989) 631-5930

Visitors of all ages will experience what it was like to BE a dinosaur! 
A groundbreaking fusion of state-of-the-art video game technology and 
traditional exhibits featuring full-size dinosaur fossil reconstructions, a 
paleontology field station, a Safari Jeep “tour” for little ones, and more!

Be the Dinosaur: Life 
in the Cretaceous

Leon Washington,
Sales Professional

5155 State St.
Saginaw, MI 48603

989.790.5155
866.790.5155



Page 32

1400 W. Genesee  Saginaw, Michigan  (989) 753-3475  www.themichiganbanner.com

The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper August 1, 2015

COMMUNITY

Bay City - Come out to Bay City’s Vet’s 
Park Sunday, August 2, 11 am – 6 pm to 
enjoy the food, music and fun at The Nathan 
Weidner Foundation’s 19th Annual Chicken 
BBQ! Chicken dinners are $10 each, and 
children 6 and under eat free.

The funds raised during the event support 
the Foundation’s college scholarships and the 
forensic interviews of abused children conducted 
by the CAN Council - Nathan Weidner Center.

It is more than a cookout! The day will 
actually kick off with the 5K Chicken Walk/
Run. The race begins at 9 a.m. with an entry 
fee of $25. Interested participants can register 
at runsignup.com. 

There is also a petting zoo for kids to 
enjoy, inflatables, and games with an all-day 
access wristband for $5.  During the Kruis’n 
Car Show, classic cars are welcome and will 

Bay City -  Preventing child abuse is as 
simple as adopting a duck and casting it down the 
Kawkawlin River Saturday, August 29,  during 
the CAN Council Ducky Derby 2015. Thousands 
of plastic ducks will begin their race to the finish 
line at 10 a.m. from the docks of Bay City’s 
Castaways Bar & Grill, 3940 Boy Scout Road. 

Adoptive parents of the first 10 ducks to 
cross the finish line will waddle away with 
prizes, including a $1,000 cash award! Cheer 
your duck to victory while children enjoy 
FREE activities, games & prizes from 9-11am. 

Proceeds from the Ducky Derby benefit 
CAN’s Child Abuse Prevention Education 
programs working to prevent child abuse 
through presentations, trainings and 
collaborations with other agencies. Contact 
Delores Gale at (89) 752-7226 for more 
information or to sponsor the event.

 The Nathan Weidner Foundation 
supports local youth

be on display.  The first 50 cars will receive 
car plaques and two People’s Choice trophies 
will be awarded. In addition, Steven’s Cycle 
will be hosting the 100-mile poker run, and 
participants may register by calling 684-2760.  

The day will also include bingo, silent 
and live auction, musical entertainment, craft 
vendors and non-profit organizations will be 
available to provide agency information and 
free children activities.

For ticket and take out information, contact 
The Nathan Weidner Foundation at 989. 
280.5696, or visit nathanweidnerfoundation .org.

The Nathan Weidner Foundation is a local 
501(c} (3) nonprofit organization established 
to support higher education, the economically 
disadvantaged, abused and neglected children 
of Bay County.

CAN Council Ducky 
Derby 2015 benefits child 

abuse prevention

Gospel Fest 2015
Hosted by

KISS 107.1
Vicki Hill

Featuring
The William Singers

August 1, 2015
Ojibway Island

Saginaw, MI

12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Free
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Ken Sanders

SAVE THE DATE!
Greater Williams Temple 

608 East Remington Ave. | Saginaw, MI 48601 
Presents

Project Runway of Fashions
Saturday, September 26, 2015 | 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

$10 Donation
For additional information and applications for this event 

call 989.295.8680 or email fshow608@gmail.com
Event held in memory of Mother Iola Bruce Williams 

Presented by Artistic Fingers 
Sponsors 

Fashion Connection II & Snap Entertainment
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By Doug Feinberg, AP Basketball Writer

UNCASVILLE, Conn. (AP) — Oklahoma 
coach Sherri Coale said it was a surreal moment 
when she got the phone call that she would be 
part of the women’s basketball Hall of Fame.

The Hall announced its six-person 2016 
class on Saturday, headlined by the longtime 
leader of the Sooners. It also includes former 
Missouri State guard Jackie Stiles, Olympic 
gold medalist Natalie Williams, longtime 
official June Courteau, Texas girls high 
school coach Joe Lombard and the late AAU 
girls basketball official Bill Tipps. The 1996 
U.S. women’s basketball Olympic team will 
receive the Hall’s trailblazer award.

“I still feel like I’m young in my coaching 
career and still have so much left to do,” Coale 
said in a phone interview. “I’m honored beyond 
belief.”

Coale has led Oklahoma to three Final 
Fours since taking over the program in 
1996, and the Sooners have made the NCAA 
Tournament in 16 straight years. The four-

Sherri Coale, Natalie Williams headline 
women’s basketball hall class of 2016

Coach Sherri Coale

time Big 12 coach of the year has guided the 
Sooners to four league tournament titles and 
the team has won or shared six regular-season 
championships.

“I think when you think about how she took 
a job that’s not an easy job, in her hometown, 
and then played in three Final Fours and a 
championship game and built a program that’s 
as good as anyone else in the country, that’s 
something,” UConn coach Geno Auriemma 
said. “Her being an ambassador for the sport 
that she is and being a great teacher, she 
represents everything that’s good in our sport. 
Those are the people we should be celebrating. 
I’m thrilled for her.”

Coale was happy that Stiles would be 
inducted the same class next June in Knoxville, 
Tennessee.

“I remember sitting in her living room and 
begging her to come play for us,” Coale said 
laughing. “She was remarkable, one of the best 
offensive players I’ve seen and ever will see. 
Her work ethic, her commitment, her drive 
and discipline. What she did to become the 
player she was is stuff of legend. She wasn’t an 
urban myth, she was for real. She’s a kid who 
inspired every little kid to go in the driveway 
and get better. She’s living proof that if you 
work hard enough and long enough good 
things can happen.”

Stiles finished her career at Missouri State 
with 3,393 points, the 
most in NCAA history. 
The 5-foot-8 guard 
capped off her college 
career by leading her 
fifth-seeded team to 
the Final Four in St. 
Louis in 2001. That 
was the last time a mid-
major school reached 
the women’s national 
semifinals.

Stiles went on to 
win rookie of the year 
in the WNBA that year 
with the Portland Fire. 
A variety of injuries 

unfortunately prevented her from finishing 
another full season in the league

Williams starred at UCLA in basketball and 
volleyball. She helped the Bruins win national 
volleyball titles in 1990 and 1991. Williams 
played in the ABL for the Portland Power 
before it folded. She was the league’s MVP in 
1998 and grabbed a league-record 22 rebounds 
in a game that season. She had a brief career 
in the WNBA playing for her hometown Utah 
Starzz and was a member of the 2000 gold 
medal-winning Olympic team.

Courteau was a women’s basketball official 
from 1968 to 2011 and participated in 12 Final 
Fours and five national championship games. 
She also officiated in the WNBA from 1997-
2011. Courteau is now the NCAA coordinator 
of officials.Lombard has won more than 
1,200 games — winning a thousand before 
his 100th defeat. He was honored last year 
with the Morgan Wootten Award for lifetime 
achievement in coaching high school from the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.

Tipps was a chairman of AAU girls 
basketball for many years as well as a member 
of the nominating committee for the women’s 
basketball Hall of Fame. He was also on the 
Olympic selection committee. Tipps died in 
2011.

Follow Doug on Twitter at http://www.
twitter.com/dougfeinberg
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