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Former Saginaw St. George Catholic Church is the 
New Home for New Birth Missionary Baptist Church

Saginaw — When the Most Rev. Joseph R. Cistone, 
Bishop of Saginaw, announced his decisions regarding 
parish restructuring two years ago, Pastor Larry Camel, 
pastor at New Birth Missionary Baptist and co-founder 
of Parishioners on Patrol, said he had an immediate 
interest in the St. George Church property located at 
3121 Sheridan Ave. in Saginaw. He saw an opportunity 
for his congregation to fully utilize the space.

“The first time I went inside, I saw how beautiful 
it was and I realized all that it offered us,” Pastor Camel 
said. “I just stared at the stained glass windows and 
asked God, ‘Is it possible for this to be my church?’”

Pastor Camel contacted St. Francis of Assisi Parish, 
of which St. George is a part, to inquire about the 
church property. 

The matter was given careful consideration by the 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Pastoral and Finance 
Councils and a recommendation was ultimately made 
to pursue lease or sale.

 Members of the parish were given an opportunity 
to voice their questions and concerns before Bishop 
Cistone approved closure of St. George Catholic Church.

“While it is sad to see one of our Catholic churches 
close, I am very encouraged that the former St. George 

Church building will continue to serve our commu-
nity as a house of God,” Bishop Cistone said. 

“The Catholic ministry and outreach which 
extended from those walls will always be part of our 
cherished history and it is my sincere hope that New 
Birth Missionary Baptist finds it to be a beautiful 
space for worship and to do the work of Jesus Christ.”

St. George is the first church building to be sold 
following the diocesan-wide parish restructuring. 
The process for lease or sale of a Catholic church in 
the Diocese of Saginaw involves a comprehensive 
multi-step process. 

As part of the process, the diocesan Office of Liturgy 
identified specific components and/or liturgical 
furnishings within St. George which had to be removed. 
All sale proceeds go to the parish.

“I’ve formed a great relationship with Pastor 
Camel through this process,” said the Rev. Thomas 
Schmied, OFM Cap and Pastor at St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish.

“We share a passion for serving the poor, needy 
and deprived in our community and I believe our 
church communities will find opportunities to work 
together once he has settled into his new church.”

Pastor Larry D. Camel and 1st Lady 
Shirley Camel

New Birth Missionary Baptist Church   
Courtesy Photo

(L-R) Pastor Larry D. Camel at signing of 
the purchase of New Birth Missionary new 

location formerly Saginaw St. George Catholic 
Church and Atty. B. J. Humphreys, Saginaw.
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Congratulations YWCA Women of Achievement Awards Honorees

Members of The Tri City (MI) Links, Incorporated at the Great Lakes Bay 
Region YWCA Women of Achievement Awards. Link Stacy Erwin Oakes received 
the Community Leader Award and Link Kim Houston-Philpot was the Co-Emcee 

for the evening along with Kevin Kendricks.  Photo Credit:  Linda Holoman
(L-R) Attorney DeLois Leapheart of Midland and Saginaw Entrepreneur 

Shiela Little. Photo Credit:  Linda Holoman
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U.S. Representative John Moolenaar presents the Purple Heart to First Lieutenant William Milzarski. 
The lieutenant's wife, Michelle Milzarski, is at left.

First Lieutenant William Milzarski Receives Purple Heart Medal

Lansing - Today, First Lieutenant 
William Milzarski of Bath Township 
received the Purple Heart Medal at 
a ceremony in the rotunda of the state 
capitol in Lansing on March 12. As 
a platoon leader in Afghanistan, First 
Lieutenant Milzarski led 24 soldiers 
on 244 combat missions. On May 27, 
2011, he was struck in the face by a 
ricocheted bullet as he and his men 
were engaged in combat with the enemy. 

U.S. Representative John Moolenaar, 
Midland, presented the Purple Heart 
Medal and praised Milzarski, saying, 
“He braved firefights in a foreign land 
on our behalf, defending our way of 
life and the values we cherish.” State 
Senator Rick Jones, Grand Ledge, and 
State Speaker Pro Tempore Tom 
Leonard, DeWitt, attended the event. 
Leonard presented Milzarski with a 
flag that was flown over the state capitol.
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Disclaimer:
The Latino Banner and its staff are not responsible and will not be held liable for any mistakes, errors, misspellings and false  
advertisements in part or whole that may be placed within its publication.  Articles, information or comments printed in the Latino  
Banner are not necessarily the views or beliefs of The Latino Banner newspaper. The Latino Banner reserves the right to edit,  
change, or delete any information, or refuse to print any information, article or advertisement which is believed to be inconsistent  
with or conflicts with the mission of the newspaper. 

We encourage readers to send letters, story ideas, comments and questions.
 
Deadlines:
2 weeks before each publication date of the 1st and 16th of each month.
Submission Procedure:
Mailed or e-mailed to the latinobanner@gmail.com.  Preferred format:  Jpeg or PDF

Uncle Sam Wants DACA Recipients to Avoid Tax Scams

By Viji Sundaram

Wash. - A new scam targeting immigrants 
has gotten the attention of Uncle Sam. 

Health advocates are concerned that tax 
preparers have been misinforming, and some 
even outright scamming, Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) beneficiaries by 
making them pay a penalty for not having 
health insurance.

On Wednesday, the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) released a statement clarifying that there 
is no such penalty for undocumented immigrants 
or for DACA recipients. DACA is a program 
announced by President Obama in 2012 that 
gives temporary protection against deportation 
to undocumented immigrants who came to this 
country as children.

“Advocates have been asking the Obama 
administration for a month to provide tax preparers 
some clarity,” said Angel Padilla, a health policy 
analyst at the Washington, D.C. office of the 

National Immigration Law Center. Up until now, 
he said, “there was not something official we 
had that we could point to from IRS that makes 
this clear. Now we do.”

The IRS website now reflects the clarity 
that advocates have been pressuring it to spell 
out: Individuals who are not U.S. citizens or 
nationals and are not lawfully present in the 
United States are exempt from the individual 
shared responsibility provision. 

For this purpose, an immigrant with Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) status 
is considered not lawfully present and, therefore, 
is eligible for this exemption. An individual 
may qualify for this exemption even if he or 
she has a social security number (SSN).

The confusion arises from a policy under 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA) that requires 
nearly all Americans to have some form of 
health insurance, or face a penalty. 

That coverage could come from job-based 
insurance; an individual health plan bought 

through government-run health care exchanges 
or elsewhere; Medicaid (known as Medi-Cal 
in California), a government-funded health 
insurance program for low-income people; or 
Medicare, a health insurance program for those 
who are over 65 or have a disability.

For 2014, the first year the policy went into 
effect, the penalty for failing to get such coverage 
was $95 per adult and $47.50 per child, or 
1 percent of taxable household income, whichever 
was greater. The penalty will increase in 
subsequent years.

But the requirement to have health insurance 
does not extend to undocumented immigrants 
or DACA beneficiaries. That’s because they are 
not lawful residents. DACA is only a benefit 
eligibility category, not an immigration status.

It is a distinction that neither the Department 
of Health and Human Services nor the Internal 
Revenue Service made clear on their websites 
until now, Padilla said.

SEE P LB 3, Uncle Sam
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FROM P LB 2, Uncle Sam
“That lack of clarity trickled down to tax 

preparers,” he said.
Brenda Ordaz, a representative of the 

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of 
Los Angeles (CHIRLA) and a health navigator 
for the state’s health insurance marketplace, has 
seen the confusion first hand.

A DACA recipient herself, Ordaz says other 
DACA recipients have been coming to her, asking 
why their tax preparers were making them pay 
penalties for not having health insurance. 

She said one tax preparer asked a DACA 
client to pay her the penalty directly and in cash, 
rather than asking the IRS to deduct it from 
his refund.

“I’m sure some preparers are doing this to 
undocumented people as well,” Ordaz said.

Los Angeles resident and DACA beneficiary 
Ana Alcantara, 22, says her tax preparer told 
her she had to pay the penalty when he discovered 
she didn’t have health insurance. She reluctantly 
agreed to have the $95 deducted from her nearly 
$850 tax refund. 

Alcantara didn’t know she was exempt from 
the requirement. She also didn’t know that she 
could have enrolled in California’s state-funded 
Medi-Cal program as soon as she received 
DACA in 2013. 

Even though DACA recipients are banned 
from accessing any federal programs, they qualify 
for state-funded Medi-Cal – something that 
many aren’t aware of. 

Meanwhile, tax preparers themselves say 
they don’t always know if their client is a DACA 
recipient. One tax preparer acknowledged that 
she had filed tax returns for a number of clients 

that included the penalty because they had failed 
to tell her that they were DACA beneficiaries.

“It’s hard to know because a lot of clients 
don’t open up,” explained Azucena Lopez, 
co-owner of Gonzales Tax Services in Madera, 
Calif. She said she had assumed they were 
lawful residents when they told her they had a 
work permit and social security number.

Since she became aware that her clients 
were DACA recipients -- and were exempt 
from the penalty -- Lopez says she has been 
filing amended tax returns. Alcantara’s tax 
preparer also has agreed to file an amend-
ment so Alcantara can get her $95 back.

Read more about health care and DACA 
on the National Immigration Law Center’s 
website, www.nilc.org.

New America Media @ 
http://newamericamedia.org/
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This winter, lower your energy bill, and keep your family  
warm with the Helping Neighbors Program. 

FREE ENERGY EFFICIENCY  
PRODUCTS & SERVICES

Receive FREE energy efficient products 
and services, like:

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
APPOINTMENT. CALL (877) 448-9433 
AND USE OFFER CODE:

• Furnace tune-up
• Air sealing
• Programmable thermostat
• High efficiency showerhead
• LED bulbs

H E L P I N G
NEIGHBORS

Sponsored by 
Consumers Energy 

in collaboration with 
Bay City Electric Light and Power.
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Intersection of Business & Wealth
Great Lakes Bay Region Companies Honored

Saginaw - Saginaw Future Inc. (SFI) recently 
celebrated its 23rd Annual Awards Luncheon 
at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. 
The luncheon was attended by more than 400 
business and community leaders, along with 
special guest Lt. Governor Brian Calley.

The 35 development projects recognized 
from 2014 has led to nearly $233 million 
invested in Saginaw County. Along with the 
Economic Excellence Awards, Amigo Mobility 
International was selected as the Saginaw Future 
Procurement Technical Assistance Center 
Contractor of the Year.

“The Saginaw Future Annual Awards 
Luncheon is an opportunity to celebrate the 
growth of our local and regional economy that 
impacts just about all of our lives,” said 2014 
Saginaw Future Chairman D. Aaron Howald. 

“Millions of dollars in new investment and 
job creation helps support our local commu-
nities, spin-off jobs, small businesses, entre-
preneurs, and families!”

Saginaw County’s manufacturing sector is 
resurging with 19 of the 35 projects in 2014 that 

are manufacturing related. The sector 
generated more than $166 million in 
new investment and created and retained 
912 jobs. 

Saginaw Future President JoAnn 
Crary stated, “It’s exciting to see a 
resurging manufacturing sector, which 
resulted in significant projects from 
Buena Vista Charter Township to Thomas 
Township,” said Saginaw Future President 
JoAnn Crary. 

“New investments in Downtown 
and Old Town Saginaw have young 
professionals and entrepreneurs returning 
to the urban center to live, learn, work 
and play.”

The Annual Awards Luncheon featured 
speaker was James M. Modak, chief 
financial officer for Suniva, Inc. He 
highlighted Suniva’s new presence and 
opportunities in Saginaw County that will 
also impact the Great Lakes Bay Region and 
the state.

JoAnn Crary 
Saginaw Future President

Thanks Amerika Williamson for your Business.  
Enjoy your New Malibu!

Terry Reed
Sales Professional

Used Cars

Phone (989) 667-2000 Ext 341
Direct (989) 460-0341
Fax (989) 667-0103

E-Mail terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website www.labadieauto.com
Labadie Buick Cadillac GMC

711 S. Euclid Ave.
Bay City, MI  48706
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Securecom
2574 W. Midland Rd.
Midland, MI  48642
P 989-837-4005
F  989-837-3289
www.securecominc.com

1000 businesses strong:
Are YOU a member?

A Greener Way to do Business
By Vonda VanTil, Social Security Public 
Affairs Specialist

Grand Rapids - More than one billion people 
will celebrate Earth Day this year. Saving energy, 
conserving water, and using less gas are just 
a few ways to go green and save the earth. 

At Social Security, we strive to have a 
positive impact on the environment and community. 
By visiting www.socialsecurity.gov, you can 
handle much of your Social Security business 
quickly and securely from your home or office. 

Whether you want to get an estimate of your 
future retirement benefits, request a replacement 
Medicare card, report a change of address, or 
take charge of your retirement planning, our 
online services help meet your Social Security 
needs while saving you time. The best part is 
there’s no need for paper, printing, and postage.

Visiting www.socialsecurity.gov is also 
the cleanest and greenest way to do business 
with Social Security. Going online saves you 
a trip to our office and reduces emissions.

Do you need to make a call instead? If so, 

you can reach us toll-free at 1-800-772-1213. 
All calls are confidential. Our helpful and 
knowledgeable staff is available to answer 
specific questions from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

We provide information by automated phone 
service 24 hours a day and, if you are deaf or 
hard of hearing, you can call our TTY number, 
1-800-325-0778. 

If you prefer to communicate by social 
media, we can meet you there, too. At the 
bottom of www.socialsecurity.gov, you’ll 
find icons to Twitter, Facebook, Google Plus, 
YouTube, and Pinterest. 

If you have a question, you may first want 
to see our Frequently Asked Questions page 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/faq. No matter how 
you choose to contact us, Social Security is 
here to assist you.

Vonda VanTil is the public affairs specialist 
for West Michigan.  You can write her c/o Social 
Security Administration, 3045 Knapp St NE, 
Grand Rapids MI 49525 or via email at 
vonda.vantil@ssa.govVonda VanTil
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Great Lakes Bay Economic Club
University Center, MI – The Great Lakes Bay Economic Club 

luncheon will be at Saginaw Valley State University Curtiss Hall 
Banquet Room A, located at  7400 Bay Road, University Center, MI  
on March 30, 2015, at 12 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. The guest speaker is Tim 
Hausbeck, President and CEO of Hausbeck Pickle Company.

Hausbeck holds an Associates Degree in Business Administration 
from Delta College and a BA in Finance from Michigan State University. 

He began working for Hausbeck 
Pickle Company in 1992 and was named 
President and CEO in 2010. Under the 
leadership of Tim Hausbeck, the Hausbeck 
Pickle Company is the recipient of the 
2014, Mid-Michigan Chapter of Association 
of Fundraising Professionals, “Outstanding 
Corporation” award, for their many 
philanthropic contributions to the community.

Hausbeck is also the recipient of the 
Saginaw Chamber of Commerce, 2014, 
Samuel H. Shaheen Vision of Free 
Enterprise Award.

Visit www.glbec.org for more 
information or call 989.964.4048. 
Parking is available for free in front 
of Curtiss Hall, lots J1 or J2.

Tim Hausbeck
President CEO

Hausbeck Pickle Company

Get Ready to Run!
University Center, MI - Ready to Run Michigan is training 

to help women get ready to run for office or get more involved 
in public life. If you would like to become more involved, the 
training will be held on April 18, at Saginaw Valley State University.  
For more information, visit http://www.gvsu.edu/readytorun/
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Pamela Moore’s Mission to Help the Unemployed in Detroit

By Damon Autry
 

Detroit- Moore beams with excitement. 
To the casual observer, it may simply appear 
that she is an unapologetic lover of life. But 
to those who have gotten to know Moore 
on a professional level, it becomes quickly 
apparent that her joy is rooted in the work 
she does on behalf of the citizens of Detroit.

Moore is the president and CEO of 
Detroit Employment Solutions Corporation 
(DESC). It is Detroit’s workforce and 
training agency and part of the Michigan 
Works! network which provides services 
to job seekers across the city. DESC administers 
a demand-driven service delivery system 
that responds to the talent needs of metro 
Detroit employers.

“Our goal is to get job seekers employment 
that will sustain them and their family,” 
Moore said.

Employers in the region share with DESC 
the specific kinds of skills they are in need 
of at any given time. With this information, 
Moore and her staff set out to find qualified 
Detroiters to fill those slots.

“Some job seekers have skills that are 
not in demand,” she said. “If that’s the case, 
then perhaps training is the answer, getting 
them reskilled is key. Other job seekers 
have the right skills but lack the connections 
and relationships with employers. And 
that’s where we come in.”

DESC has the infrastructure to assist 
both the prospective worker with immediate 
employment needs, and those with the 
flexibility to sit through a several-month 
training class. Either way, DESC is equipped 
to serve job seekers’ varied needs.

“Every job seeker’s situation is unique, 
and we try to meet them wherever they 
are. The end game, though, is to get them 
viable employment,” she said.

There may be job seekers who are not 
sure how their skills stack up against 
employers’ demands, and others who may 
have exhausted all their options in looking 
for a job on their own. For these individuals, 
DESC offers career advisors.

Once a part of the City of Detroit’s 
workforce development department, DESC 
spun off into a separate nonprofit entity in 
July of 2012. 

Then-Mayor Dave Bing saw the vast 
inefficiencies within the department prior 
to that 2012 move and decided DESC would 
be a better agency as a stand-alone nonprofit 
with broader capabilities of serving Detroit 
residents and the businesses looking to 
hire them. But while it’s no longer a city 
department, DESC is still attached very 
closely to the city.

“It’s common across the country for 
workforce development entities to be under 
a nonprofit structure,” Moore said. “It allows 
us to attract private dollars and allows us 
to be much more responsive to the business 
environment. We’re limited in those respects 
if we’re part of a local municipality.”

So now instead of the DESC’s funds 
funneling through the city by way of the 
state, money now funnels through the 
nonprofit structure. Mayor Mike Duggan 
appoints its board of directors, and the 
bulk of DESC’s funding comes from the 
federal government. 

These dollars are specifically allocated 
for Detroit and can only be spent on programs 
and initiatives for which they are intended. 
Since the time of DECS’s separation from 
the city, the number of placements has 
improved from 6,866 in 2011 to 12,748 in 
2014, an increase of more than 85 percent.

DESC’s dedication to solving the 
employment challenges in Detroit is an 
important cog in the economic wheel of 
the city, regardless of the organization’s 
business structure. Moore and her staff 
offer targeted programs for both young 
people and adults. 

Some of their youth programs include 
the Opportunity Youth Incentive Fund, Jobs 
for Michigan’s Graduates, DTE/Recreation, 
and the Year-Round Youth Program, which 
aims to improve the long-term prospects 
for Detroit youth by providing career 
pathway education and opportunities and 
other basic skills development. DESC 
serves more than 2,000 youth each year, 
ages 14-21.

The entire article can be read at  
www.michiganchronicle.com

The Michigan Chronicle

Pamela Moore  President and CEO
Detroit Employment Solutions Corporation
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Saginaw Bay Watershed  
Initiative Network Announces 

Mini-Grant Program
Saginaw- The 2015 WIN Community 

Action Mini Grant Program offers funding 
opportunities to organizations who are 
working to make improvements in their 
neighborhoods, communities, and watersheds 
within the framework of “sustainability” 
(projects that have economic, environmental 
and/or community impacts).

WIN will award grants of up to $1,000 
to successful applicants whose projects 
show creativity, address an important and 
demonstrated need, and support the vision of 
Saginaw Bay WIN. The deadline is March 20. 
Visit http://www.saginawbaywin.org/ for 
additional information.

(L-R) State Representative Pam Faris (D-Clio) AARP volunteer, 
Genesee County, State Representative Vanessa Guerra ( D-Saginaw), 

and AARP volunteer, Agnes Johnson, Saginaw County. 

Spencer’s Restaurant
5530 Gratiot Road

between M-47 & Center Rd. in Saginaw, MI
989.793.4500

www.spencersroute46.com
M-F Open for Lunch 11:30 a.m.

Sat. Open at 5 p.m.
CLOSED Sun 

Spencer Dambro, Owner
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Appraisal Services
Clarence W. Osborne Jr.,  
Certified General Appraiser
Residential and Commercial
989.746.9721
989.780.2088

Attorneys
The Law Offices of  
Alan A. Crawford PLLC
Alan A. Crawford, Attorney At Law
615 Griswold Ste. 1215,  
Detroit, MI 48226
803 Court Street, Saginaw, MI 48602
313.559.7881
313.556.2487 (Fax)
www.acrawfordlaw.com

Michael L. Oakes, Attorney At Law
2811 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
1-888-886-5711
www.oakeslawgroup.com

Auto
Garber Buick
5925 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
989.497.4444

Labadie Olds
711 S. Euclid
Bay City, MI 48706
Terry Reed
Sales Professional
989-667-2000 Ext. 341
Direct 989-460-0341
Fax    989-667-0103
E-mail   terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website  www.labadieauto.com

McDonald Pontiac-GMC, Inc.
5155 State Street Saginaw, MI 48603
Leon V. Washington
Sales & Leasing Professional
989-790-5155
Leonwa1@yahoo.com

Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Parys Liddell
Sales Consultant-Lincoln Certified
Representative
989.792.2453

Auto Detail
Morningstar Auto Detail Shop
306 East Remington Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-482-6505
www.MorningStarDetail.com 

Beauty
Imani Beauty Salon
Felicia Thomas
212 Federal Ave. (Downtown)
Saginaw, MI 48601

Reflections of U Too
Louise McKinnie, Owner
2103 Sheridan Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989.753.4600

Sports Barbershop
1400 W. Genesee
Saginaw, Michigan 48602
989-992-2600

Unique Cuts & Massage
1502 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-327-2338

Unique Cuts II
3125 E. Holland
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-327-2338

Cleaning Services
Best Choice
Floor Maintenance & Carpet Cleaning
989-316-8327
bestchoicefmandcc@hotmail.com

Dentists
Jack W. Nash, DDS
Cosmetic and
Restorative Dentistry
1320 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-752-1200

Employment Services
Great Lakes Bay Michigan Works!  
312 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989.752.3145
Fax 989.752.3075

Fashion
Where Did U Get That Hat?
Specializing in Custom Designs
“Sunday’s Best”
Yvonne Ellison/Milliner
Phone 989-529-4193
E-mail: yeellison@aol.com

Financial
Team One Credit Union
520 Hayden Street
Saginaw, MI  48607
989.754.6575
888.288.3261

Florists
Erika’s Flowers
214 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9330
www.erikasflowerssaginaw.com

Food & Dining
Spencer’s Route 46
Spence Dambro
Proprietor
5530 Gratiot
Saginaw, MI 48638
989-793-3400
www.spencersfinefood.com

Funeral Homes
Deisler Funeral Home
2233 Hemmeter Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989.799.1151

Heating and Cooling
HORIZON
Azola Williams
989-755-8650 Business
989-233-3295 Cell 

Home Health Care Services 
ComForcare Home Care
320 S. Washington Ave. Ste. 
202
Saginaw, MI   48607
989.752.5501
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

Photography
E.B. Studio
212 Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-397-4144

Publications
David Hall
Crimiel Publications LLC
POB 20061
Saginaw, Michigan 48602

Restaurants
Rite Spot
1205 Lapeer
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-6001

Retailers
GREEKS “R” US
2203 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-4925
riggins52@charter.net

Shoe Repair
Morgans Shoe Repair
308 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-6155

Township Goverment
Buena Vista Charter Township
Dexter A. Mitchell
Township Manager
1160 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI  48601

Business Directory

Advertisers Are Talking 24/7 Around The Great Lakes Bay Region And Beyond @ www.themichiganbanner.com!
To Join The Conversation Contact The Sales Staff at 989.753.3475, or the michiganbanner@gmail.com.

The Michigan Banner Appreciates  
ALL of Our Advertisers!
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Temple Theatre: Dinosaur Train - Live! Announces  
Coloring Contest Winners

Education 

Saginaw -  Congratulations to our Dinosaur 
Train – Live! Coloring Contest Winners!

In the ages 2 -5 years category, the winner 
is O'Nasia E. Carter, age 5, a kindergartener at 

Handley Elementary, her teacher is Miss Pasionek. 
She won four free tickets to see Dinosaur Train 
- Live! Buddy’s Big Adventure.

In the ages 6 -13 years category, the winner 
is Jeremiah Seegers, age 7, a second grader at 
Handley Elementary, his teacher is Mrs. Harris. 
He won four free tickets to see Dinosaur Train 
– Live! Buddy’s Big Adventure.

Thank you to all the children, parents and 
teachers who participated in the Temple’s Dinosaur 
Train –Live! Coloring Contest! We enjoyed all 
of the different perspectives and the colorful 
entries we received from Bay, Midland and 
Saginaw area elementary school students.

Dinosaur Train – Live! Buddy’s Big Adventure 
brings the beloved stars of the hit PBS series to 
the Temple Theatre, 201 N. Washington Ave., 
in Saginaw for the first time on Sunday, March 15, 
at 3 p.m. 

Tickets are available online, www.temple-
theatre.com, or by call the Temple Box Office 
at 989.754.7469. The tickets are $15 to $30, 
children ages 2-13 receive $5 off.

O'Nasia E. Carter

Jeremiah Seegers

SVSU to Host Annual College Night;  
First Time in Spring

University Center, MI - Saginaw Valley State University will host Great 
Lakes Bay Region College Night Monday, March 16 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
in SVSU’s Groening Commons and Curtiss Hall. 

Previously, this event has been held in the fall; it is being moved to spring 
to give regional high school students more time to research and explore 
different college options.

“This is a prime opportunity for local high school students, especially 
juniors and sophomores in the Great Lakes Bay Region, to explore a wide 
variety of college options in one setting,” said Jennifer Pahl, SVSU director 
of admissions. 

“Whether you are just starting your college selection process or are close 
to making your decision, this event can provide valuable information to help 
you make the best choice for you.”

The college night will give high school sophomores and juniors from the 
Great Lakes Bay Region a head start in learning about college and the 
opportunities it has to offer.

Admission representatives from more than 40 colleges and universities 
will be present to provide students and parents with information about financial 
aid, scholarships, academic programs, career opportunities, housing, clubs, 
athletics, and other college-related topics. 

Recruitment officers from the U.S. Armed Forces will also be present to 
supply information to interested students.

A financial aid presentation will begin at 7 p.m.
There is no charge to attend. For more information, contact SVSU’s 

admission office at (989) 964-4200 or visit svsu.edu/glbrcollegenight.
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Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

About Saginaw ISD HS/EHS
 Established in 1965, Head Start promotes 
school readiness for children, ages three to 
five, in low-income families by offering 
educational, nutritional, health, social and 
other services. 
 Head Start programs promote school 
readiness by enhancing the social and  
cognitive development of children through 
the provision of educational, health, nutritional, 
social and other services to enrolled children 
and families. 
 Early Head Start, launched in 1995, 
provides support to low-income infants, 
toddlers, pregnant women and their families. 
 EHS programs enhance children’s physical, 
social, emotional, and intellectual development; 
assist pregnant women to access comprehensive 
prenatal and postpartum care; support parents’ 
efforts to fulfill their parental roles; and help 
parents move toward self-sufficiency. 
 Together Head Start and Early Head Start 
have served tens of millions of children and 
their families.
 At Saginaw ISD Head Start, our attentive 
staff is available Monday through Friday to 
answer all of your questions and make every 
effort to ensure you are 100% satisfied.

Saginaw ISD Head Start  
Claytor Administrative Building

3200 Perkins Street * Saginaw MI  48601
989.752.2193 * 989.921.7146 Fax

Office Hours:
Monday: 8 AM – 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM – 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM – 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM – 4:30 PM

Saturday: Closed
Sunday:  Closed

For additional information concerning  
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:  

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Our mission is to provide high quality 
services, developing school readiness 
and family empowerment for prenatal 

to age five children and families by 
working in partnership with parents 

and the community.”

NHSA Annual Head  
Start Conference

NHSA’s Annual Head 
Start Conference and 
Expo is the largest 
national event devoted 
to the Head Start and 
Early Head Start 
community. This 

year more than 5,000 
executive directors, 
directors, administrators, 
managers, teachers, 

policy council members, and parents from 
every state will gather in Washington, D.C. 
March 29 - April 2, 2015.  Visit www.nhsa.org 

for conference details and registration. 

Sabrina Beeman-Jackson
Saginaw ISD Head Start/Early
Head Start Program Director
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Mr. North Carolina A&T Wins Mr. H.B.C.U. 2015

N.C. - After nearly three months of preparation 
for the Mr. HBCU pageant, Mr. North Carolina 
A&T James Bowen II’s work has paid off.

“When they called my name, it was a moment 
of relief and gratification to know that I could 
win it not only for myself but on behalf of North 
Carolina,” he said.

Bowen, 21, competed against contestants from 
eight other historically black colleges or universities 
at the 11th annual Mr. HBCU Kings’ Leadership 
Conference and Competition at Lincoln University 
in Jefferson City, Mo. The contestants participated 
in four categories – oratory; talent; ease of manner 
(formal wear); and question and answer.

“They called best talent and best oratory so 
when I got both, I asked, ‘So does that mean I won?” 
Bowen said.

Bowen became the second A&T to be named 
Mr. HBCU. Two years ago, Reginald Nathaniel 
Johnson won the competition in the same manner 
as Bowen, claiming the oratory and talent portions 
of the competition before winning the overall crown.

“We spoke right after I won,” Bowen said. “He 
told me how much he believed in me and supported 
me and how he knew I had the potential to win 
the whole time.”

Being crowned Mr. HBCU isn’t the only thing 
Bowen and Johnson have in common. Like Johnson, 
Bowen was Mr. Freshman and Mr. Junior before 
being crowned Mr. A&T.

For his talent, Bowen performed a dramatic 
presentation that allowed him to sing and recite an 
original poem about his relationship with his father.

“Talent is something that you really work on, 
and for me to win with that (presentation), it 
meant a lot to me,” he said.

Bowen said preparation for the competition 
was a lot more intense than for the Mister A&T 
pageant and a bit more nerve wracking.

“Here, I had an idea of who my competition 
would be, and with this I didn’t. It forced me to 
be the best me I could be. I grew a lot,” he said. 
“I wanted to present my best self and the best 
version of A&T I could.”

Bowen is set to graduate in May with a degree 
in industrial engineering. Plans after graduation 
are unclear, but he is in the process of interviewing 
with Teach for America.

“I want to teach for a few years and then go 
to graduate school,” he said.

For some, engineering to education seems to 
be a bit of a leap, but not for Bowen.

“I thought about the people who influenced me 
when I was growing up, and a lot of them were 
teachers,” he said. “A lot of kids in low-income 
areas don’t really see a lot of black male teachers 
who can encourage them and be mentors. This is 
an opportunity for me to do that.”

Source:  North Carolina A&T

James Bowen
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Spring Arbor University Hosts Leadercast Event in Jackson
Spring Arbor - Spring Arbor University 

invites business professionals and the community 
to attend the 2015 Leadercast event on Friday, 
May 8, 2015 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The live 
simulcast called “The Brave Ones” will air at 
the Michigan Theatre, 124 N Mechanic St., 
Jackson, MI 49201.

Shown live from Atlanta, the Leadercast 
event will feature speakers who will speak on 
bravery and its role in leadership. 

“Leadercast is an affordable opportunity 
for local businesses to send their employees 
to a conference close to home that encourages 
professional development and leadership 
without the hassle of traveling and lodging,” 
said Kaitlyn Tracy, general manager of SAU 
Radio and Leadercast organizer.

The 2015 program focuses on the idea that 
an essential behavior for any leader is the act 
of bravery. The lineup of speakers includes:

Andy Stanley _ Leadership author 
and communicator

Peyton Manning – Super Bowl-winning 
quarterback and 5-time NFL MVP

Malala Yousfzai – CNN’s “Bravest Girl 
in the World”

Ed Catmull – President of Pixar & Disney 
animation studios

Seth Godin – Innovative Thinker and 
best-selling author

Rudy Giuliani – Mayor of New York City 
(1993-2001)

Aja Brown – Mayor of Compton
CMDR Rorke Denver – Navy SEAL commander 

and author
Bill McDermott – CEO of SAP AG
Pricing is $60 for the general public before 

May 1 and $70 after. SAU Corporate Partners 
can purchase tickets for $50 and groups of 8 or 
more are $55 each.  You can purchase tickets 

at arbor.edu/leadercast.
All proceeds from Leadercast will benefit 

the Spring Arbor University Arbor Fund, 
which supports student scholarships. The 
event is sponsored by South Central Michigan 
Works!, Michigan Community Credit Union, 
The Walton Group, and Comerica Bank.

For more information, visit  
arbor.edu/leadercast.

Makala Allen Selected as Judge Marable Student of the Year
Flint - Flint 68th District Judge, Herman 

Marable, Jr., and his Citizens Advisory Committee 
has announced that Makala Allen, of Flint, has 
been selected as the Judge Marable Student of 
the Year for the 2013-2014 school year.

Makala, 17, is currently in the 11th grade 
and an honor roll student at Flint Northwestern 
High School. She was selected by Judge Marable’s 
Citizens Advisory Committee on the basis of 
her application and essay.

Allen aspires to study criminal justice and 
serve in the National Guard.  Her extracurricular 
activities at school include serving on the student 
council and the girls’ volleyball team. She is 
captain of the cheerleading squad and runs 
cross-country and track. Her hobbies include 
braiding hair and singing.

As a Judge Marable Student of the Year, 
Makala receives a $500.00 award, trophy, and 
certificate. Her name has been engraved on a 
plaque on permanent display at the 68th 
District Courthouse.

The Judge Marable Student of the Month/
Year program was established in 2004 by Judge 
Marable and his Citizens Advisory Committee 
to encourage Genesee County high school 
students to focus on academic achievement 
and career goals.

Each month during the school year 
September to June a 10th grade student is 
recognized and awarded a $75.00 prize, trophy, 
and certificate based on the completion of an 
application and essay about their career goals.

One of the monthly honorees is selected as 
the Student of the Year and receives a $500.00 
award. Makala is the tenth Judge Marable 
Student of the Year.

Judge Marable Students of the Month for 
the 2013 to 2014 school year were: Chadelle 
Richardson, and DeMarquese Powell, Flint 
Northwestern High School; Cody Haggadone, 
Lakeville Memorial High School; Jason Zemore, 
Flushing High School; and Destiny Cannamore, 
International Academy of Flint.

Judge Herman Marable, Jr., commented, 
"I am delighted that for more than a decade, 
we have given away thousands of dollars in 
prize packages and have honored and touched 
the lives of more than 80 students.

“Unfortunately, there are too many young 
people in our county that are not focused on 
their education and career goals, and this group 
often ends up in the court system. We must 
continue to send the message to youth that their 
education is one of the keys to success."

Tenth grade students who are residents of 
Flint or Genesee County, or attend public, charter, 
or private schools located in Genesee County 
are eligible to apply for the Judge Marable 
Student of the Month/Year Award.

Additional information concerning the 
Judge Marable Student of the Month/Year 
Award and applications are available online 
at www.judgemarable.net or from high school 
guidance counselors, principals, or from the office 
of Judge Herman Marable, Jr., Courtroom 1, 
68th District Court, 630 S. Saginaw Street, 
Flint, Michigan 48502, Phone (810) 597-7795.

Makala Allen viewing her name on student of 
the year plaque
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History
Thanks and Honor: Reflections on the Civil Rights Movement

Elizabeth Ross - Courtesy Photo: Central Michigan University Robert and Mary Gardner - Courtesy Photo
By Elizabeth Ross
First lady of Central Michigan University

Mount Pleasant - As the nation comes 
together to celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the Civil Rights March, I am compelled to 
write this article in honor of my late father, 
Robert Gardner, my mom, Mary Gardner, and 
the other two property owners whose land the 
marchers rested on during their journey from 
Selma to Montgomery. 

The events and instances I share are based 
on my personal experience and stories shared 
with me by my parents.  

I remember the “White” and “Colored” signs.
When my mother took us shopping in 

Montgomery, I vividly remember passing the 
“White” food counter on the main floor of 
H.L. Green’s Department Store to go downstairs 
to get a sandwich at the “Colored” food counter 
for my brother.  

As a young teenager, that did not seem right 
or fair to me.  I could not and did not eat food 
from the “Colored” food counter.

I remember like it was yesterday, my mother 
along with her sister and friends studying on 
our front porch to take “the test” in order to 
exercise their right to vote.  They were all educated 
and teachers in the county.

I watched the massacre of March 7, 1965, 
broadcast on television as “Bloody Sunday.” 
For a 13 year old, it was a scary scene.

After the “Turnaround Tuesday” event, the 
organizers had to regroup and make plans for 
another attempt.  They held meetings at The 
A.G. Gaston Motel in Birmingham, Alabama. 
A.G. Gaston was one of many sponsors of the 
movement and my father’s brother-in-law.  

After securing protection for the marchers, 
organizers lined up campsites for the marchers 
to stay at night. Uncle A.G. told the men 
when they entered Lowndes County to ask 

for directions to Robert Gardner’s property 
along Highway 80 in hopes the marchers could 
camp there on the last leg of the march before 
reaching St. Jude in Montgomery.

When the organizers got to Lowndes County, 
they stopped at the Canaan Hill Primitive 
Baptist Church where the members were 
having a meeting and asked for directions to 
our home.

The following Monday, the men came to 
the house and told my father who they were 
and that they wanted permission for the marchers 
to camp on our property. My father told the men 
to let him think about it and to come back. 

Daddy and Mama talked about it and decided 
that they would let the marchers camp. The 
organizers told my parents that we would be 
protected by the troops.

When the news spread that the marchers 
were camping on the property, three white men 

SEE P 27, Thanks and Honor



“Better Choices, Better Medicine, Better Healing”
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HeartSaver CPR (adult/child/infant)
1st Monday of Month - $35

First Aid
2nd Monday of the Month - $40

Do you know what to do in an emergency?
CPR and First Aid Courses held Monthly

All Classes held at MMR
834 S. Washington Avenue

Downtown Saginaw
mobilemedical.org

Learn  more & register online!

         

Independence.      Dignity.      Quality of Life. 

COMFORCARE HOME CARE®  

 A Dedicated Non-Medical Home Care Agency

 

___________________________________________________________ 

The ComForcare Mission 
To improve the quality of life and 

level of independence for every client 
 and family receiving our services.

 
 

We focus on four initiatives that are  
critical to the well-being of seniors 

Full Prevention 
Medication Adherence 
Chronic Disease Management

 Transition of Care  

Contact us today to learn more about our Quality Care Guaranteed 
                                         320 S. Washington Avenue* Suite 202*Saginaw, MI  48607 
                                                          989.752.5501 – 989.752.5503 FAX 
                                                      Email:  mbsmichigan@comforcare.com 
                                                    Website www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com 

•
•
•
•

Wilbert J. Smith and Alois B. Smith 
Owner/Operators

Medical Screening Can Save Your Life
Ga. – Cancer is a disease in which 

cells in the body grow out of control. 
When cancer starts in the colon or 
rectum, it is called colorectal cancer or 
colon cancer.  

Colorectal cancer affects men and 
women of all racial and ethnic groups 
and is most often found in people aged 
50 years or older. In the United States, 
it is the third most common cancer for 
men and women.

Of cancers that affect both men and 
women, colorectal cancer is the second 
leading cancer killer in the United States, 
but it doesn't have to be. Colorectal 
cancer screening saves lives. 

Screening can find precancerous polyps 
—abnormal growths in the colon or 
rectum—so that they can be removed 
before turning into cancer. 

Screening also helps find colorectal 
cancer at an early stage, when treatment 

often leads to a cure. About nine out of 
every 10 people whose colorectal cancers 
are found early and treated appropriately 
are still alive five years later.

If you are aged 50 or older, get screened 
now. If you think you may be at higher 
than average risk for colorectal cancer, 
speak with your doctor about getting 
screened early.

Source: Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC)



Now that the weather is warming up, 
what activities are you looking forward 
to being able to do again that boosts 

your mental health and wellness?

“I’m looking forward to the community events and festivals in the summer. I like 
to go to the Friday Night Live events, and last year I went to the Fourth of July 
celebration, Country Fest and a bunch of other things. It helps me feel connected 
to the community.” Linda Szymarek, Saginaw Resident

“I like to stay active and do things outdoors like putt-putt. Plus I’m going on a 
family vacation to Savannah, Georgia in June so I’m looking forward to summer in 
general!” Diane Roberson, Saginaw Resident

“I am going to go for walks, and am going to try quitting smoking. I’m also excited 
about getting out to do putt-putt golf.”
Kenny Steavus, Saginaw Resident

“I am going to go for walks, go to the library, and work at Bayside Clubhouse. And 
possibly go to some baseball games with my uncle.”
Jen Campbell, Saginaw Resident

“I like to get out and go walking at the mall and play miniature golf at Kokomo’s. 
I’m looking forward to doing that and enjoying the fresh air again.”
Sandy Wagner, Saginaw Resident

“I look forward to walking and making crafts. I’m also looking forward to joining an 
exercise class and sitting outside on the porch.”
Lesia McAfee, Saginaw Resident
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Go the Extra Mile for Covenant Kids
Saginaw - Since founding the event in 2010, 

Go the Extra Mile for Covenant Kids Race Director, 
Laura Fiore, has wanted Go the Extra Mile for 
Covenant Kids to be open and inviting to people 
of all abilities. “This is more than a road race. 
It has evolved into a large community event,” 
says Fiore.

The sixth annual event is scheduled for Sunday, 
April 26, starting at Swan Valley High School, 
8400 O’Hern, in Saginaw and offers something 
for everyone; no matter age or level of ability.

The 5K welcomes both runners and walkers, 
and a 1 Mile walk/run is also available. Half 
Marathon runners and hand cyclists are welcome 
to navigate the fast and flat course.

Again this year, race organizers have included 
a lower priced category for youth runners aged 
12 and under, recognizing the importance of 
keeping kids active.  The category will also 
encourage kids to Go the Extra Mile for their 
peers with lower registration fees.

To support walkers and runners, beginners 
to advanced, the YMCA of Saginaw is offering 
5K and Half Marathon training programs. Whether 
participants are looking to simply finish their 

first race or set a personal record, the program 
can help them reach their individual goals. 

Fiore says, “It’s nice to see people back year 
after year. Some who walked one year and 
challenged themselves to run the next year.” An 
objective of this program is to help participants 
embrace a healthy lifestyle for a lifetime- not 
just the duration of the program. Fiore noticed 
several corporations bringing their wellness 
program to the event. 

“Some companies embraced Go the Extra 
Mile for Covenant Kids as their celebratory race 
to round out their wellness program.

“There are so many positive layers to that - 
their dedication to their employees’ health; their 
outreach to Covenant Kids; and their commitment 
to the community. It was very cool to see and 
inspired me to create a Team category! 

“When you register online at covenantkidsrace.com, 
you can register as a Team. The winner of the 
Team category will be the team that is the biggest! 
It won’t matter what race or how fast the team 
ran it if your team brings the biggest group of 
people to the event you win the Team category! 
We want to celebrate our community’s efforts 
to get involved!”

Registration pricing until April 23 are as 
follows: half marathon run/hand cycle $45, 5K Run 
and 5K Walk $25, Youth 12 and under 5K Run 
and 5K Walk $20, 1 Mile Run $10.

To register or to see course details, visit 
www.covenantkidsrace.com. For information 
on sponsorships or volunteering, contact Laura 
Fiore at lfiore@covenantkidsrace.com 

For information on training programs, contact 
Tina Dowe at the Saginaw YMCA 989.753.7721.

Go the Extra Mile for Covenant Kids Participant 
- Courtesy Photo 

Dr. Ben Carson to Speak at Alma College
Alma - Dr. Ben Carson will be addressing the campus and community 

on April 1st at the Remick Heritage Center, Presbyterian Hall, Alma College.  
The event is from 8 p.m. to – 10 p.m. and tickets are limited.

Dr. Benjamin Carson is emeritus professor of neurosurgery at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine, where he directed pediatric neurosurgery 
for 29 years.  

He is also the author of several books on leadership, and will present 
"Take the Risk: A Rational Approach to Taking Risks." 

The tickets are $20 each and are available at the box office at 
989-463-7304. 

Dr. Ben Carson
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Nonprofit News
Women and Philanthropy

By Mel and Pearl Shaw
Saad & Shaw Comprehensive Fund
Development Services

“Women rock!” “Women rule!” “If 
you want something done, ask a woman.” 
“Women hold up half the sky.” It’s 
women’s history month and time to      
and fundraisers. 

Join us in paying tribute to women and 
girls who nurture and support families 
and communities across the country and 
around the globe. 

Sometimes we are recognized—often 
we are not. We are the grandmother 
putting money in her granddaughter’s 
pocket as she heads off to college. We 
are girl scouts selling cookies, sorority 
sisters raising money for scholarships and 
girls running in St. Jude’s fundraising 
marathons across the country.  

We are Oseola McCarty, a Hattiesburg 
Mississippi washerwoman, giving $150,000 
to the University of Southern Mississippi, 

and Wylodine Taylor Patton, the alumna, 
leaving $487,500 to LeMoyne-Owen 
College. We are Helen LaKelly Hunt 
and Ambassador Swanee Hunt launching 
“Women Moving Millions,” encouraging 
women to give $1 million gifts and raising 
over $500 million to change the lives of 
women and girls.

 We are Gayle Rose creator of Team 
Max, a “vigilante philanthropy” group 
of young people giving to others in honor 
of her generous son Max who lost his 
life in a car accident.

We give as individuals, and we give 
collectively through women’s foundations 
and giving circles. We are the Women’s 
Funding Network, founded 30 years ago, 
and now the largest philanthropic network 
in the world devoted to women and girls 
with 160 members from 30 countries 
on six continents.

We promote philanthropy, encouraging 
others to give through online portals such 
as Black Gives Back, started by Tracey 
Webb a woman, of course. 

We are presidents and CEOs of regional 
and national foundations, setting the 
philanthropic agenda, funding research 
and making grants that affect every aspect 
of life. 

We are Jan Young (The Assisi Foundation 
of Memphis), Judy Belk (The California 
Wellness Foundation), Risa Lavizzo-Mourey 
(Robert Wood Johnson Foundation), 
Carol S. Larson (David and Lucile Packard 

Foundation), Patricia E. Harris (Bloomberg 
Philanthropies), Audrey Yamamoto (Asian 
Pacific Fund) and Helene D. Gayle (CARE).

As professional fundraisers, we raise 
funds for social organizations, political 
parties, hospitals, schools, colleges and 
universities, art institutions and more. 

We are Jann Honore, a fundraising 
executive with more than 30 years 
experience with UNCF raising money 
for generations of college students. 

We are Maricar Boyle, focused on 
health, education and the environment.  
Dionne Jackson with Lehigh University, 
Gurdeep Sihota He’Bert, executive director, 
State Center Community College Foundation, 
and Iris R. Ramey, Vice President for 
Development, Hampton University. 

We are Marianne G. Briscoe, President 
and Managing Director of Brakeley 
Briscoe, a leading fundraising consulting 
firm that provides services across 
the Americas. 

The list of women who make a 
difference is longer than long. If you 
want to meet a woman philanthropist, 
look in the mirror or into the eyes of 
the women and girls in your life.

Mel and Pearl Shaw position nonprofits, 
colleges and universities for fundraising 
success. For help with your fundraising 
visit www.saadandshaw.com or call 
(901) 522-8727. 

Copyright 2015– Mel and Pearl Shaw

Mel and Pearl Shaw
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 “Seeking to put God’s love into action, 
Saginaw Habitat for Humanity brings 
people together to build homes, communities 
and hope.”
 Saginaw - Donations of furniture and 
appliances are always needed.  They go  
like hotcakes.  Other donations such as  
new and used building materials are  
always appreciated.
 ReStore Saginaw helps us fulfill our 
mission in various ways.  First, ReStore 
Saginaw is the place many go to find what 

Inside the ReStore
they need for their home. They would 
rather see what we have than go to a  
big box store to purchase the item new at 
retail prices. Someone else will buy it and 
give it a home and use the item for years  
to come. 
 Second, it gives landlords and home-
owners a low-cost option to repairs to  
their homes.  
 Finally, it generates income for Saginaw-
Shiawassee Habitat for Humanity’s mission. 
We believe in being environmentally 

committed to reducing waste in landfills.
Instead of throwing it away where it 
ends up in a landfill, throw it our way. 
 If you haven’t been to the ReStore 
recently, we invite you to come and take 
a look.  You never know what you’ll find, 
it’s a new store every time. 
 The ReStore is located at 315 W. 
Holland Ave., and the hours are Tuesday  
to Friday, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., and Saturday,  
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For additional information, 
or to donate items call 989.754.9435.

“Our ministry embraces a simple concept of providing a hand up versus a hand out to families in 
need, and we are deeply grateful to volunteers, donors and other supporters around the world who 
help us with this life-changing work.”
~ Jonathan Reckford, CEO of Habitat for Humanity International 

Providing Stability for the Community…
Midland - In 2010, Donna was on the verge 

of despair. She had been living in a shelter with 
her daughter for six months. She was, to use 
her words, at ground zero and the instability, 
and uncertainty surrounding her situation was 
difficult to bear.

 Numerous discussions with caseworkers 
eventually resulted in a referral to DNMM’s 
Representative Payee program. From the 
beginning, Donna felt a sense of relief in that 
DNMM would be managing her finances.

“It was a load off,” said Donna. “They were 
able to take one stress off my plate, which 
allowed me to focus on the other aspects of 
my life.”

DNMM began working with Donna on 
building everyday living skills like how to save 
money. She soon approached Habitat for Humanity 
as a candidate for a home-build. Habitat soon 
approved her for a new home, citing her 
involvement with the representative payee 
program as one of the reasons she was approved.

Donna moved into her new home in August 

of 2013. Donna also credits DNMM staff with 
helping her during this transitional period. 
“Putting those living skills into practice - in 
the real world - that takes support,” said Donna. 
“Gail helped build a home budget that worked 
for my daughter and me. Gail made things a 
lot less daunting.”

A lot of the support Donna references was 
in the form of, as she says, “tough love.” Donna 
describes Gail as a “stabilizing friend” who 
helped her realize she “could be independent, 
not reliant.”

Within a few months, Donna found herself 
successfully balancing time with her daughter, 
a circle of friends, a church group, a support 
group while also teaching part time at the 
Midland ESA.

“Knowing how things used to be, it’s hard 
to believe how stable life is now,” said Donna. 
“I’m a survivor and so is my daughter. We are 
moving forward together and with the skills 
and support I’ve received from Disability Network, 
I know we’ll never see ground zero again.”

Gail Carter, DNMM’s Representative Payee   
Courtesy Photo



NON PROFIT DIRECTORY
A. Philip Randolph Institute
P.O. Box 1107
Saginaw, MI  48606

American Red Cross
1232 N. Michigan
Saginaw, MI  48602
989-754-8181

CAN Council Saginaw County
1311 N. Michigan Avenue
Saginaw, MI  48602
(989) 752-7226 / fax (989) 752-2777
www.cancouncil.org

Circle of Love
1809 Durand Ave.
Saginaw, MI  48602
989-754-2377

Emmaus House of Saginaw
733 S. 15th Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-755-7538

THE EZEKIEL PROJECT
ezekielprojectnow@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 3470
Saginaw, MI  48605-3470
Phone: 989-755-1620 
Fax: 989-755-4038 

Good Neighbors Mission
1318 Cherry Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-399-9918

Health Delivery, Inc.
501 Lapeer Ave.
Saginaw, MI  48607
989-759-6400

Houghton-Jones Task Force
1708 Johnson Street
Saginaw, MI
989-752-1660

Lighthouse Outreach Center
808 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-928-9096

Mobile Medical Response
834 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.758.2900

Michigan Banner Outreach
1400 W. Genesee
Saginaw, MI  48602
989-714-2240

Pit and Balcony Theatre
805 N. Hamilton
Saginaw, MI  48602
www.pitandbalconytheatre.com
989-754-6587
pitandbalconytheatre@yahoo.com

Public Libraries of Saginaw
Butman-Fish, Hoyt,
Wickes & Zauel Libraries
505 Janes Avenue
Saginaw, MI  48607
989-755-0904
www.saginawlibrary.org

Restoration Community Outreach
1205 Norman
Saginaw, MI  48601
(989) 753-1886 / fax (989) 753-2880
Email: rcosag@yahoo.com 

Saginaw County Business  
& Education Partnership
1213 South Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.399.0016

Saginaw County Community Action 
Agency, Inc. (CAC)
2824 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-753-7741

The Saginaw Community Foundation
1 Tuscola, Suite 100
Saginaw, MI  48607
989-755-0545

Women of Colors
P.O. Box 5525
Saginaw, MI  48603
989-399-9275 or 989-737-9286
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came to the house one night and told my Daddy 
they would give him any amount of money to 
change his mind and not let the marchers camp. 

Daddy told the men the marchers were going 
to camp, and no amount of money would change 
his mind. He also told the men no one could tell 
him what and what not to allow on his property. 
The men left.

A few days before the march, the troops began 
securing my Daddy’s property by walking the 
140-plus acres. They turned over rocks, cow 
droppings and dirt mounds looking for anything 
that posed a threat. 

Tuesday, March 23, when I left home for 
school my parents told me that the marchers 
would be camping on the property that night 
and would probably be there when I returned.  

Winston Pringle, our neighbor, would meet me 
at the bus stop to identify me and bring me home.

When the bus approached my stop, I saw a 
sea of people, military men, guardsmen, tents, 
trucks and cars up and the down the main road 
and in our driveway. 

Winston met me as I got off the bus and identified 
me as the daughter of Robert and Mary Gardner.  
He, along with guardsmen, escorted me home.  

As I walked toward the house I saw guardsmen 
in the yard, at the front door and in the backyard. 
They were around the perimeter of the property and 
they were inside the house — they were everywhere.  

Some of the marchers were standing in the 
yard, others were sitting on the porch, and some 
were using the bathroom.

The ground was wet — it had rained earlier in 
the day.  Daddy and other farmers in the community 
donated hay to cover the wet ground.  There 
were two tents, trucks with food and many 
porta potties.

Among the marchers was a one-legged white 
man who had walked all the way from Selma.  
He had worn out his shoe.  My uncle took him 
to Montgomery and bought him a pair of shoes.

One of the guards came inside to make a call 
to the Attorney General’s Office in Washington, D.C., 
to report progress.

During that time, we had a three-party telephone 
line that we shared with two white families.  While 
the guard was talking to the Attorney General, 
the telephone went dead.  In a matter of minutes, 
the phone line was back on and the two white 
families’ phone lines were temporarily cut off 
until the marchers left the following morning.

My parents had been given the phone number 
directly to the Attorney General’s Office to call 
at any time if needed.

Around 9 p.m. our neighbors began to go home.  
At 10 p.m. no one was permitted to come down 
Caffey Road unless they lived in the area.

After the singing, praying and speaking it was 
time to bed down, everyone except the troops.  
When the troops changed guard, they rested in 
the barn on bales of hay.

The marchers were up early the next morning, 
and I was off to school.  On the afternoon of 
March 24th the marchers reached the city of St. 
Jude, a complex on the outskirts of Montgomery. 

When I saw the movie “Selma” it brought 
back memories.  I remembered being afraid for 
my parents, not so much myself and my siblings, 
but for my parents.  Tension was high.

For the next six months or more, helicopters 
were constantly flying over the house and property.  
FBI agents were seen parked up and down the 
road on which we lived.

One day, a guard in a helicopter spotted our 
neighbor, Holmes, whose property adjoined 
with ours.  The guardsman saw Holmes with a 

rifle that had a telescope on it pointing toward 
our house.  The guard took a picture, landed and 
asked Holmes what was he doing. Holmes denied 
any wrongdoing.  

The guard told Holmes if anything should 
happen to Robert or his family, he would be the 
first one they would get.  

Many people lost their lives while fighting for 
the right to vote, respect and human dignity. It 
saddens me to hear and read about the low voter 
turnouts during elections.  

What my parents and the other property owners 
did took courage.  They did not know what 
retaliations might occur as a result of their actions 
and involvement in the Civil Rights Movement.  But 
it was the right thing to do.  Those who participated 
in the march showed tremendous courage even 
after what happened on “Bloody Sunday.”  

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Selma to Montgomery Voters Right March, I 
celebrate and honor my parents and all the other 
Negroes, Whites, Latinos and Asians who stood 
up and took a stand against discrimination, oppression 
and intimidation.  

In the words of Dr. King, “The ultimate measure 
of a man is not where he stands in moments of 
comfort and convenience, but where he stands at 
times of challenge and controversy.”

There is still much more to do in regards to 
equality for all races.  While the old “Jim Crow” 
days are gone, discrimination and inequality are 
still prevalent in our society.   

I am hopeful that one day the dream of Dr. King 
will come true — that young black children and 
young white, yellow, red or brown children will 
be viewed as Americans and treated equally and 
respected as individuals contributing to this great 
country we all call home.

FROM P 20, Thanks and Honor
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Community Ordinance Notice
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Praise Connections & Life
Ninety Years Young: Charlie McMillan, Jr. Celebrates Life

Saginaw - Ninety years young, Charlie 
McMillan, Jr., was born on February 16, 1925, 
in Westfield, Alabama. 

Energetic and with a passion for serving, 
in 1943, he celebrated two life changing events 
when he married Lee Essie Smith, and also was 
inducted into the Army Air Corp., during WWII.

After his stint in the Military, McMillan 
had the elite job of a Pullman Porter for the 
railroad. As the war ended, he enjoyed traveling 
across the United States with the soldiers as 
they traveled by rail back to their hometowns.    

In continuing his path of success, and 
determined to follow his vision for a better life, 
the young couple migrated to Saginaw in 1949. 
After arriving in Saginaw, McMillan was 
employed at General Motors.  

He also for the first-time registered to vote 
as Poll Taxes had prevented him voting in Alabama!

Many families, including relatives, migrated 
from the South and accepted the invitation to live 
in the McMillan home until they purchased homes.

Mother and Father McMillan always worked 
at least two jobs at a time to support their 
growing family of 8 children. Yet, he was active 
in the community as a Cub Scout Leader, 
Auxiliary Policeman, and was a member of 
the PTA, NAACP, and the Democratic Party.  

When Mr. 'Mac' retired from General 
Motors - Grey Iron Division in 1990, he 

increased his participation with Habitat for 
Humanities, Houghton-Jones Neighborhood 
Association, gardening, leisurely walking and 
serving as a trustee and usher at Mt. Olive 
Institutional Missionary Baptist Church, Pastor 
Marvin T. Smith, in Saginaw where he has 
been a member since 1949. 

McMillan's birthday milestone of 90 years 
was recently celebrated on February 21, 2015, 
at Mt. Olive Institutional Missionary Baptist 
Church with 300 friends and family that includes 
24 grandchildren, 39 great-grandchildren, and 
six great-great-grandchildren.  

In honor of his continued service, a Scholarship 
has been created for Military Active Duty and 
Veterans at the Saginaw Community Foundation.  
The first recipient will be awarded this spring with 
the Lee Essie and Charlie McMillan Jr. Scholarships.  

McMillan counts it all blessings to have 
seen The Brown Bomber and Jackie Robinson 
change history, but he cherishes the moment 
Barack Obama was elected President. 

“It was also a blessing to have been able 
to take care of my family the best I could,” 
McMillan said. 

“The legacy I want to leave for my children 
is for them to be able to say they had the best 
Dad, and the best advice I can give anyone after 
living these 90 years is to trust in the Lord!” Mr. Charlie McMillan, Jr.

Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey

New Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church
1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601

“Come and help us worship God 
in Spirit and truth at New Hope 

Missionary Baptist Church”



Bethel AME Church
Pastor P. David Saunders
535 Cathay St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-7011

Bread of Life Harvest Center
Senior Pastor Rodney J. McTaggart
3726 Fortune Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 790-7933

Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson
3317 Lapeer Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 754-2444

Christ Fellowship MBC
Pastor Robert Davis
818 N. Washington Ave. 
Saginaw, MI  48601
(989) 754-4435

Corinthian Baptist Church
Pastor Roy L. Manning
104 S. 10th St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 754-1820

Faith Harvest Church
Bishop Ronald E. Chipp
Faith Harvest Church 
1734 N. Mason
Saginaw, MI  48602
(989) 799-4200
Website: www.faithharvestministry.org
E-mail: office@faithharvestministry.org

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.755.3212

Greater Williams Temple
Bishop H.J. Williams
608 Remington 
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-5291

 Saginaw Jacob’s Ladder
Pastor Dempsey Allen
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, MI  48602
989-799-6601

Messiah Missionary Baptist Church
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
Pastor Otis Washington 
Phone:  989-777-2636
Fax: 989-777-2640
Email: Messiahmbc@att.net
Website: www.Messiahsag.org

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Pastor Marvin T. Smith
1114 N. 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 752-8064

New Beginning Christian Church
1016 Sherman Road
Saginaw, MI 48604
989-754-2963

gNew Beginnings Life Changin
Ministries
Pastor Otis Dickens
2312 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-3650

New Birth Missionary Baptist
Pastor Larry D. Camel
1418 S. Warren
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 755-6604

New Covenant Christian Center
Pastor Ron Frierson
523 Hayden
Saginaw, MI
752-8485

New Life Baptist Church
Pastor Rufus Bradley
1401 Janes St. 
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 753-1151

Ninth Street Community Church
Pastor William L. Scott, Jr. 
Assistant Pastor Rex Jones
1118 N. 9th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-7366

Prince of Peace Baptist Church  
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.754.2841
Pastor Robert B. Corley, Jr.

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
Pastor Connie Sassanella 
915 Federal Avenue 
Saginaw, MI  48607
Phone: 989-754-0489
Worship: 9:30 AM
stjohnlutheranelcasaginaw.weebly.com

Saginaw Valley Community  
Pastor Richard Sayad
3660 Hermansau
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 752-4769

St. Lukes CME Church
1121 Tuscola 
Saginaw, MI 48607
(989) 755-0351

The Potters Touch Ministries
Pastor Kareem J. Bowen
1402 North 6th Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.755.9406
Facebook.com/The Potters Touch

Transforming Life Ministries 
Pastor William Brown
3024 South Washington Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601-4353
(989) 754-9573

True Vine Baptist Church 
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus 
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI  48601
989-752-0751

New Mt Calvary Baptist Church 
Pastor Robert E. Donald 
3610 Russell St.
Saginaw, MI  48601
989.754.0801

Victorious Believers Ministries Church 
Rev. Christopher V. Pryor
624 S. Outer Dr. 
Saginaw, MI 
(989) 755-7692

Wolverine State 
Baptist Convention
615 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI  48607

World Outreach Campus of
Greater Coleman Temple Ministries
Supt. H.J. Coleman Jr.
2405 Bay Rd. 
Saginaw, MI 48602
(989) 752-7957

To Celebrate a Life 
Call 989.753.3475, or email themichiganbanner@gmail.comObituaries and Memorials

Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor Rodrick Smith
721 Johnson
Saginaw, MI 48607
(989) 754-9621
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"Faith is to rest, not in the best of God's 
servants, but in His unchanging Word."
~Pastor Harry A. Ironside
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1901 Court Street • Saginaw, MI  48602
Tuesday - Saturday: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

989.790.4669

Master Barbers: 
 Thurman Perkins

Ahmad Ervin

Barber:  
Maurice Taylor

Louise McKinnie,
Owner

Hair Salon, Barbershop, 
Nails & Boutique

2103 Sheridan Avenue
Saginaw, MI  48601

 
Salon: 989.753.4600 • Barbershop 989.753.2677

Salon Hrs. Tues. – Fri: – 10 am – 5 pm * Sat. 8 am – 7 pm
Barbershop Hrs. 9:30 am – 5 pm Daily

We Sell and Use Egyptian Gold - Stops Hair Breakage
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Sports
Serena Williams Cites Nelson Mandela for Ending Indian Wells Boycott
By Omar Burgess

Calif. - In 2001, at the age of 19, Serena 
Williams took the court at the BNP Paribas Open 
in Indian Wells, California under a rain of boos 
and alleged racist slurs from some crowd members. 

Spectators were upset Williams’ sister, Venus, 
pulled out of the tournament 20 minutes before 
her scheduled match, while others accused 
Williams’ father Richard of fixing matches 
between the sisters. 

As such, Serena Williams boycotted playing in 
the tournament since her 2001 match. Friday marked 
her return under much different circumstances.

“I feel like I’ve already won this tournament,” 
Williams told ESPN after defeating Monica 
Niculescu 7-5, 7-5 Friday night. A chorus of 
cheers, applause, and a standing ovation upon 
entering the court greeted her. 

“I don’t feel like I have to actually hold 
the trophy at the end of this. I feel like I’m 
already holding up a trophy. I have never felt 
that way before. Just being here is a huge win. 
Not only for me, but for so many people. It’s 
a wonderful feeling.”

After the booing, slurs, and cheating allegations 
of 2001, Williams vowed never to return to 
Indian Wells.

 She said she was profoundly impacted by 
the late Nelson Mandela, and relished the 
opportunity to be a role model. On February 4, 
she wrote an op-ed for Time magazine announcing 
her decision to finally return to Indian Wells.

“I was raised by my mom to love and 
forgive freely,” Williams wrote. “‘When you 
stand praying, forgive whatever you have 
against anyone, so that your Father who is in 
the heavens may also forgive you’ (Mark 11:25). 

I have faith that fans at Indian Wells have grown 
with the game and know me better than they 
did in 2001.”

The New Pittsburgh Courier

Serena Williams at Indian Wells ( AP Photo)
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