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Goes Here

could that happen? With a church on nearly 
every corner and politicians who state that 
they take seriously their role as an advocate for 
the people whom they serve?
 Let’s take a look at what it means to be 
a politician from a very practical standpoint.  If 
a politician is, one who is elected or appointed 
to represent the people; and take action and/
or make decisions on behalf of the people in 
a variety of ways, on a variety of topics, issues 
etc. Then, it is to be expected that the politician 
would represent the views of the people in 

times of crisis, turmoil and disarray. To that 
end, it is important to make sure that the 
representative truly represents you, your 
thoughts and your interest.  Similarly, clergy are 
called to serve the people of their church and 
community. Clergy are expected to represent 
their congregation in particular and the 
community as a whole in various aspects of life.  
In a 2015 submission titled “The Intersection 
of Christian Ministry and Electoral Politics 
2015),” Reverend Marcelle T. Smith offered this, 
“If a church, it’s leadership, or a pastor focuses 
only on the sanctuary, the hospital bedside, 
the support of grieving families at a graveside, 
and the instruction of children and adults in 
the doctrines of their denomination , they may 
still be charged with the dereliction of duty to 
engage the process that could transform for the 
better the lives of millions of people through 
the voting process, including people in that 
very congregation.”  
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WEDNESDAY

 5-8 PM
Dining Services 
Event: 
Latino  Food Fest
Open to the public 
Location: Market-
place at Doan

*Thompson Student Activities Room - Student Life 
** Advocates for Latino Student Advancement in Michigan 

12 PM
Kick off Hispanic 
Heritage Month! 
Ring the beII tower 
– open to aII SVSU 
students  & public 
Location: Bell Tower

6-8 PM
Loteria (Mexican 
Bingo)! Open to aII 
SVSU students. 
Location: Program 
Room - Student Life 

7-8 PM
Dr. Giselle Tamyo-
Castillo Presentation 
on the Rain Forest.
Open to public
Location: Ott 
Auditorium-Gilbertson 
Hall  

8-10 PM
Coffee House – 
Hosted by the 
Latino Awareness 
Association. Open to 
aII SVSU students. 
Location: TSAR* 

5-7 PM
Hispanic Heritage 
FIESTA! Open to aII 
SVSU students and 
public. 
Light Refreshments 
Location: TSAR *

8 -5 PM
ALSAME ** 
Conference.  
Registration 
Required 
Open to public

 
3-6:30 PM
Latino AIumni 
Chapter/Latino 
Awareness 
Homecoming 
TaiIgate. Open to aII 
SVSU students.

 

5-8 PM  
SVSU to host the 
Hispanic Business 
Association 
Meal Fee: $9.50 
Location: 
Marketplace at Doan

THURSDAY WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY SATURDAY MONDAY

THURSDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

SEPTEMBER 15 SEPTEMBER 21

OCTOBER 5 OCTOBER 8 OCTOBER 10

OCTOBER 13 OCTOBER 20 OCTOBER 21

Hispanic Heritage Month ceIebrations are 
organized and hosted by the Hispanic Heritage 
Month SVSU Employee Committee.  
Co-sponsors incIude:
MuItiCulturaI Services
Student Life
Diversity Programs 
CoIIege of Science, Engineering & TechnoIogy
Latino AIumni Chapter
Latino Awareness Association Student Group

OCTOBER 5
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Congratulations  
Medalists

SIMONE BILES -  Women's Team All-Around (gold) / Women's Individual All-Around (gold)

GABBY DOUGLAS -  Women's Team All-Around (gold)

SIMONE MANUEL -  Women's 100m freestyle (gold) / Women's 4x100m freestyle relay (silver)

MICHELLE CARTER -  Women's shot put (gold)
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WOW! 14 years of service with the newspaper and 
other media outreaches! We congratulate you on this 
special 14th anniversary!

 Through the years we have appreciated the fair and 
accurate reporting provided by this newspaper to help 
the people of this city to be informed. The Banner has 
been a wonderful source of accurate reporting to provide 
updated and informed news and happenings in our city, 
also providing key issues facing our nation.

 Jerome and Staff, again congratulations for being our 
excellent source for viable news to our community. Keep 
up the good work and continued growth and success.

Our prayers, best wishes, and support go with you. 
God bless you!
 

Pastor Richard and Patricia Sayad,
Saginaw Valley Community Church

CELEBRATING 14 YEARS OF POSITIVE NEWS

There is an old Spanish 
proverb that says, “If you 
want something done right, 
do it yourself.” You conceived 
the idea and executed with 
professionalism. As a result, 
today, we have a Michigan 
Banner Newspaper that is 
community oriented and 
growing. 

Congratulations on your 
14th anniversary.  All the best in all of your future 
endeavors.

David M. Hall, Ph.D
Retired U.S. Air Force Brigadier General

Congratulations to the 
Michigan Banner on 
your 13th anniversary.  
The Banner has been 
a valuable information 
resource for the citizens 
of MidMichigan for all of 
these years, with its in-
depth coverage of local 
events and local citizens.  
Keep up the excellent 

work, Jerome.  I look forward to many more years of 
success in the future, as you continue your mission.

Michael T. Marsh, Attorney

Congratulations
Michigan Banner
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State Employees raise more than 
$11,000 for Flint kids, Special 
Olympics with annual 5K
Third annual Relentless Positive Traction race promotes health and wellness among 
state employees and their families

Lansing, Mich. – State employees spent their Thursday night making a difference for Flint 
kids and Special Olympics while making health and wellness a priority, Lt. Gov. Brian Calley 
said.

The 3rd annual Relentless Positive Traction 5K was held on September 8 at the state 
Capitol. The annual fun run and walk coordinated by Calley and the Michigan Fitness 
Foundation, brought out 875 state employees and their families from 25 different departments, 
to promote health and wellness while raising money for charity.    

“The State Employee 5K is a great opportunity for state employees to come together as 
a community, be active and make a difference at the same time,” said Lt. Gov. Brian Calley. 
“State employees are extremely generous and with their participation and donations we are 
able to donate more than $11,000 between the Flint Child Health and Development Fund and 
Special Olympics Michigan.”

All proceeds from the event benefit the Flint Child Health and Development Fund and 
the Special Olympics Michigan. When registering, participants were able to choose which 
organization their registration fee would benefit.  

The registration fees, combined with additional donations from state employees resulted in 
a donation of $5,500 to Flint Child Health and Development and $5,800 to Special Olympics 
Michigan.

Jackson National Life was the title sponsor of this year’s race. Sponsorships cover the cost 
of race expenses, no taxpayer dollars are used.

For more information about the race visit: http://michiganfitness.org/
relentlesspositivetraction

Courtesy Photo
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LIDER EN LA DIVERSIDAD Vamos Adelante

details inside

Celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month

 

WEDNESDAY

 5-8 PM
Dining Services 
Event: 
Latino  Food Fest
Open to the public 
Location: Market-
place at Doan

*Thompson Student Activities Room - Student Life 
** Advocates for Latino Student Advancement in Michigan 

12 PM
Kick off Hispanic 
Heritage Month! 
Ring the beII tower 
– open to aII SVSU 
students  & public 
Location: Bell Tower

6-8 PM
Loteria (Mexican 
Bingo)! Open to aII 
SVSU students. 
Location: Program 
Room - Student Life 

7-8 PM
Dr. Giselle Tamyo-
Castillo Presentation 
on the Rain Forest.
Open to public
Location: Ott 
Auditorium-Gilbertson 
Hall  

8-10 PM
Coffee House – 
Hosted by the 
Latino Awareness 
Association. Open to 
aII SVSU students. 
Location: TSAR* 

5-7 PM
Hispanic Heritage 
FIESTA! Open to aII 
SVSU students and 
public. 
Light Refreshments 
Location: TSAR *

8 -5 PM
ALSAME ** 
Conference.  
Registration 
Required 
Open to public

 
3-6:30 PM
Latino AIumni 
Chapter/Latino 
Awareness 
Homecoming 
TaiIgate. Open to aII 
SVSU students.

 

5-8 PM  
SVSU to host the 
Hispanic Business 
Association 
Meal Fee: $9.50 
Location: 
Marketplace at Doan

THURSDAY WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY SATURDAY MONDAY

THURSDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

SEPTEMBER 15 SEPTEMBER 21

OCTOBER 5 OCTOBER 8 OCTOBER 10

OCTOBER 13 OCTOBER 20 OCTOBER 21

Hispanic Heritage Month ceIebrations are 
organized and hosted by the Hispanic Heritage 
Month SVSU Employee Committee.  
Co-sponsors incIude:
MuItiCulturaI Services
Student Life
Diversity Programs 
CoIIege of Science, Engineering & TechnoIogy
Latino AIumni Chapter
Latino Awareness Association Student Group

OCTOBER 5
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CURRIE LAW 
1555 South Washington Avenue Saginaw, MI 48601 

 
 

 

 
 
    Robert A. Currie, P.C.      Over 30 Years  
       Attorney At Law                                                      Experience 

 
 

 

 
 

Phone: 989-799-5350 Fax Number: 989-799-9169 
Facebook Page: CURRIE LAW 

 

HEALTH   

First Lady Sue Snyder encourages parents, caregivers to help 
prevent infant deaths caused by unsafe sleeping environments

LANSING, Mich. – In observance of 
September being Infant Safe Sleep Awareness 
Month, First Lady Sue Snyder is encouraging all 
parents and caregivers to implement safe sleep 
practices to help eliminate sleep-related infant 
deaths in Michigan.

“Too many babies in Michigan die every year 
because of unsafe sleeping environments, and as a 
parent, I can’t imagine what it’s like to experience 
this type of tragedy,” Sue Snyder said. “I am 
committed to promoting heightened awareness 
and ongoing progress in educating parents, 
caregivers and health professionals on how to 
reduce preventable infant deaths caused by unsafe 
sleep environments.”

More than 140 Michigan babies die every 
year due to unsafe sleep. Infants can suffocate 
quickly and quietly if they are in an unsafe sleep 
environment – such as sleeping with parents 
or siblings or with pillows, blankets or stuffed 
animals. Unfortunately, some parents and 
caregivers find out too late.

“Far too many Michigan babies die because 
they are sleeping in unsafe environments,” said 
Nick Lyon, Director of the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services. “One hundred 

percent of these deaths can be prevented.”
To prevent this kind of tragedy from 

happening to your family, follow the below 
guidelines to protect babies during nightly sleep 
and naps:

Always place baby on the back for every sleep 
time.

Use a firm mattress, covered with a fitted 
sheet, in a crib, bassinet or pack-n-play – nothing 
added between the sheet and mattress.

Keep soft objects and bedding out of the crib 
– no pillows, comforters, blankets, stuffed toys, 
bumper pads, or other objects.

Baby should sleep in his or 
her own crib, bassinet or pack-
n-play. It’s OK to share a room 
with baby, but it is not safe to 
share a bed with baby.

If baby falls asleep any 
place other than a crib, bassinet 
or pack-n-play, including after 
feeding, move him or her to a 
safe sleep space.

Keep baby’s space smoke-
free.

Make sure everyone caring 

for baby knows how to keep baby safe while 
sleeping, including babysitters, friends and family 
members

“We are strongly encouraging mothers, 
fathers, grandparents and others who care for 
infants to follow these guidelines so we can keep 
all Michigan babies healthy and safe,” Lyon said.”

Visit www.michigan.gov/safesleep for more 
information.

Click here to read the official 
proclamation: www.michigan.gov/
snyder/0,4668,7-277-57577_59874-392932--,00.
html

Photo Credit: essentialparent.com
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Congratulations  
Medalists

SIMONE BILES -  Women's Team All-Around (gold) / Women's Individual All-Around (gold)

GABBY DOUGLAS -  Women's Team All-Around (gold)

SIMONE MANUEL -  Women's 100m freestyle (gold) / Women's 4x100m freestyle relay (silver)

MICHELLE CARTER -  Women's shot put (gold)
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Dear reader, 
When i was nine, my mother decided to 

give me something she had never enjoyed- an 
education. Even since then , I have been able 
to appreciate the value of reading and lifelong 
learning.

This story is my personal contribution to 
developing and strengthening a culture both of 
learning and reading in Burundi.

It is a shortened Vision and dreams of my 
Biography. But it is not just my story. It is the 
story of all of us and our struggle to long walk to 
success. I hope you will enjoy reading it.

 Kavumu is a tiny city in kamenge where 
the disaster of 1993 was much worse and left a 
thousand of people homeless, orphans, widows 
and widowers. The city is sleep and peaceful place 
where nothing much has changed for hundreds of 
years. It was here that I was born on March 25, 
1988.

My father, Alphonse BYAMUNGU (It means 
God’s belongings) he did not have the chance to 
see what would come out of his wife’s womb. He 
died three mouth before I was born. After three 
mouths my father died, my mother gave birth to 
the twins. That was my sister and myself. It was 
a big joy in the family as well as in the society 
because twins mean something great in African 
culture.

 When I was born my mother named me 
BUTOYI and my sister BUKURU because it was 
she who came out before me. My mother could 
not know what lay ahead  of me. My mother 
Bernadette NDAYISABA (means I shall beg 
him), stayed faithful to her late husband, she did 
not marry another man. My sister and I made our 
family rich the number of five children, four boys 
and one girl. I was the youngest of the family. 
When I was still the baby, my mother suffered 
a great hardship which was to change our lives 
forever.

Both my parents we religious, but in different 
ways. My father believed in Kiranga, the God of 
his father and the great spirits of Barundi people. 
My mother, on the other hand, become a Christian 
and baptized me into the protestant church and  I 
got the surname of Alphonseas my late father.

In 1993, the first democratically elected 
President was assassinated. The whole country 
filled in with the violence.

I was five years old. We could run and walk 
day and night might fleeing to RDC. I can not tell 
you how difficult it was to my mother to carry her 
twins on the back. After a year being in RDC, my 
mother found the life difficult there. She decided 
to come back in her home country Burundi.She 
had to come with her twins for we were still 
babies and needs the love and care of our mother. 
Our three brother were mature enough they stay in 
exile so we fell apart. 

In 1995, we settled in Gatumba village. It is 
the village that is a border to DR Congo on banks 
of Rusizi river and Tanganyika lake. It has never 
known war here. From an early age, I spent most 
of the time in the veld with other boys of the 
village.

I learned how to shoot birds out  of the sky 
with a slingshot, together wild honey and fruit, 
to drink warm milk straight from the cow and 
catch fish with sharpened bits of wire. After  the 
dinner, my mother often told us wonderful stories. 
These were more than just stories_they carried 
with them important lessons. She once told us the 
story of a traveller who met an old woman who 
could not see because she had cataracts growing 
over her eyes. The woman asked the traveller for 
help,  but the man turned away. Another traveller  
came along and once again, the old woman asked 
for help. This man was kind he gently wiped 
her eyes clean. Suddenly, the old woman turned 
into a beautiful young woman. They married and 
became healthy, wealthy and happy.  It is a simple 

story, but with a strong message: If you are good 
and kind, you will be rewarded In ways that you 
can never know.

Every day at six o’clock, I used to watch TV 
at our chief village’s home. I loved the series of 
Cartoon  in spite I under stood nothing.

I was just nine years old when Mr NGABO 
(the name of our chief village) visited my mother  
and said to her,” Your son is a clever young 
fellow. He should go to school.” My mother kept 
quiet. No one in our family had ever gone to 
school before. At night, my mother called me and 
asked me to sit between her legs then she said 
this to me,” You are going to school.” I can not 
tell you how happy I felt the school house was a 
single with a tin roof. It stood on the other side of 
RUKOKO s far from ho, I had to walk about  two 
miles. On my first day of school, my mother took 
a pair of my late father’s trousers and cut them 
at the knee. She told me to put them on and tied 
a piece of string around the waist. I must have 
looked very funny in my late father’s trousers, 
but I could not have been more proud. My mother 
escorted  me up to school showing me different 
pathways, my mother turned back leaving me 
with these simple words of advice” Kora!”(“Brace 
yourself my boy!”) education is the key.

In all honesty, I was not sad when my 
mother left instead, I was filled with excitement. 
I was in a new world that offered me many new 
experiences and pleasures. In my primary school 
life, I was always the first in the class. I liked 
listening to the radio and also reading books. My 
favorite game was: sport and music.

After my primary school studies I was sent 
to Gatumba Boarding school to continue with my 
secondary school Studies but It did not  happen. 
It was on Sunday morning 21 July 2005 by nearly 
six; the day that I shall never forget in my life. I 
was doing the sport with other two friends of mine 
when a group of armed people came across to us 

Alfonso's Story
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and opened fire on us. The two guys died at the 
same time but the bullets got me on the thigh in 
which it is still till now and the other parts of the 
body got wounded seriously. I got  unconscious. 2 
days later, I got conscious and found myself lying 
in the hospital bed. The first person I could see 
when I opened my eyes was my mother looking at 
me desperately .

After four months being in the hospital, I 
recovered from injuries and I was discharged from 
hospital. That year I did not go to school. After a 
couple of days ago, I separated with my mother 
and my sister  and joined my three brothers who 
left earlier DRC to live in their  home land.

I took, the journey back to the place where 
I was born and joined my brothers. As I looked 
around my home city, I noticed a lot had changed 
but much stayed the same. Most people still lived 
in huts with dirt floors, with no electricity. When 
the school year began, they found me a school 
and I resumed my studies. We were badly taught 
English Course in the class, nevertheless, I liked it 
so much.

In the National test which allows student 
to choose the section the want to follow in the 

senior studies I was the only one who succeeded 
it among 120 students. I was sent to Municipal 
Lycee of Ngagara  in Bujumbura town  to continue 
my studies. I chose the Arts as a section because I 
felt it.

 I started to form a group of young people in 
the city and teach them English for free of charge. 
The number of members would increase day after 
day.

In 2009, we created an open English Club that 
gave the opportunity to everyone who wanted to 
improve their English skills. I have been thinking 
for long time how to get to the radio station. One 
day I received the invitation from the National 
Radio; it asked me to be their special guest in their 
English programs. I could not believe it I informed 
all my English Club member about it, without 
forgetting my mother.

The day to get in the studio has come, for the 
first time I found myself behind the microphone 
after a long dream. The theme was about: “What 
youths think about the integration of Burundi 
in east Africa Community and what have they 
already done to be integrated?”  Thousands of 
people around the world were listening to me and 

they could hear me at the same time so I spoke 
all about my feelings . At the end the emission, 
I received more than hundreds of text messages 
giving me their appreciations. The following day I 
went to see my mother she was very excited when 
she saw me. Although she understood nothing I 
was talking about when I was on air she told me 
this,” my son; you  did it I hope you become a 
journalist one day.” 

From that day on, I visited different radios and 
I participated in different English competition and 
won. My  dream  was becoming in realization but 
my vision is to be the great journalist so that I can 
be the voice of the voiceless. It’ s not yet the end 
of the road. Where there is a will there is a way. 
“Education is our passport to the future for the 
future belongs to the people who prepare it to day”

I thank my mother to the love and care she did 
for me and giving me something she had never 
enjoyed an education

To all mothers around the world who risk 
their lives and never hesitate to care and love their 
children.
Thanks
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INTERSECTION OF BUSINESS & WEALTH   

Walking on water, 
60-second ice cream and objects 
floating in mid-air are just some of the 
marvels of science that will be seen at the 
4th annual Dow Great Lakes Bay STEM Festival 
powered by the nationally-known Mind Trekkers 
of Michigan Technological University. The 
Dow Chemical Company and Delta College are 
teaming up again with Mind Trekkers to present 
the STEM Festival at Delta College on Sept. 23-
24.

 Mind Trekkers—a traveling, hands-on 
science and engineering show from Michigan 
Technological University’s Center for Pre-
College Outreach, and Delta College faculty, 
staff and volunteers are working with over 29 
STEM partners to bring more than 150 science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
activities to the festival. Mind Trekkers has gained 
national acclaim for its high-energy demos of the 
science behind what looks like magic, like turning 
a few drops of liquid into huge foam gnomes 

or making ice cream in one minute using liquid 
nitrogen. Students will also have opportunities to 
explore STEM careers in the area as they meet 

with the many STEM professionals who are 
also participating in the event.

“Our goal is to create a spark and 
create an environment of excitement and 

interest in science and technology,” says 
Cody Kangas, director of the Center for Pre-

College Outreach at Michigan Tech.
 This will be the fourth straight year Mind 
Trekkers has traveled to Delta College 

for a STEM festival. The group travels 
throughout the United States to schools, 
festivals and expos to 

the delight of 
hundreds of 
thousands 
of students, 

parents and teachers. Delta College 
Professor of Biology, Cindy Drake, has 
been instrumental in helping coordinate 

the Mind Trekkers visits to Delta College.
 “STEM Festivals are an excellent opportunity 

for families to explore the worlds of science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics in an 
engaging, exciting and informal environment. 
Students of all ages can experience the “WOW” 
of STEM through fun hands-on activities while 
also learning more about the many profitable 
STEM careers available in our area,” says Drake. 
“Statistics show that fewer students are continuing 
to study STEM fields past middle school, while at 
the same time STEM careers are growing, causing 
a deficit of skilled workers in these areas. This 
event is an opportunity for students to re-engage 
in fields that have excellent forecasts for future 
growth and to see how much fun they can have 
while learning. They will have opportunities 
to see how STEM is a part of the Arts as well. 
Over 8,000 middle school students and their 

families attended the last three festivals we held, 
and we are excited to welcome many more this 
September!”

Like the past two years, the first day of 
the festival will host middle school students 
during morning and afternoon sessions. Festival 
organizers expect over 3,000 middle school 
students to attend on Friday. On Saturday, the 
second day of the event, the festival will be FREE 
and open to the public for visitors of all ages to 
come and experience the “WOW” of STEM.

 This year’s STEM Festival premier sponsor is 
once again The Dow Chemical Company. Dow’s 
educational mission is to build the workforce 
of tomorrow by supporting educational leaders, 
motivating student achievement, developing 
careers, and collaborating with communities to 
transform education into a driver for innovation, 
manufacturing, and economic prosperity.

 “Events like the STEM Festival provide a 
perfect opportunity for students to learn more 
about science, technology, engineering and math 
while also fostering participation through hands 
on experiences,” said Rich Wells, vice president 
of Operations, Canada and USA North and site 
director for Michigan Operations. “We support 
events like this to create an interest in and love for 
science that develops into great careers for these 
bright minds.”

 Midland Area Community Foundation, 
Saginaw Community Foundation, Bay Area 
Community Foundation, MDOT, and SC Johnson, 
are also proud sponsors of the festival.

 You can check out photos from last 
year’s event at http://www.delta.edu/science/
sciencefestival.

Dow Collaborates with Mind Trekkers and Delta 
College for 4th Annual STEM Festival
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YPN After 5
9/29/2016   •  5:00 PM TO 7:00 PM 

Buffalo Wild Wings 
2690 Tittabawassee Rd.   •   Saginaw, MI 48604

Phone: 989-717-4046

Event Description: Mix and mingle with other 
YP's in a casual setting. Drink specials and 
appetizers provide by Buffalo Wild Wings. Free 
to YPN members. No RSVP required. Guests 
welcome!

YPN After 5: Bridging the 
Generational Gap: Future 
Leader and Experienced 

Leaders
10/27/2016   •  5:00 PM TO 7:00 PM 

Saginaw Club 
219 N. Washington   •  Saginaw, MI 48607

Phone: 989-717-4046

Event Description: In place of the October After 
5 the YPN is hosting “Bridging the Generational 
Gap: Future Leader and Experienced Leaders,” 
at the Saginaw Club from 5-7 p.m. on October 
27th. 

This event will provide young professionals in 
the Great Lakes Bay Region a chance to bridge 
the gap with about 10 area business leaders 
to accelerate their careers to the next level. 

Beverages, include beer and wine along with 
hors d’ oeuvres will be served. A short program 
with begin at 5 p.m. to introduce the local 
leaders before networking begins!

For More Information
visit

http://www.saginawchamber.org/ypn

 
   

 
 From the Family and Staff of: 

  “Home of Caring” 
 

 441 N. Jefferson Avenue                    Phone:  (989) 754-0481 
Saginaw, Michigan 48607                  Fax:     (989) 754-0062 

 

E-mail:  evansbrownes@gmail.com  
Web Site:  www.evansbrownesfuneralhome.com 

 

Lawrence E. Moon, President          Alonzo L. Betts, Director 
Lois A. Dale, Assistant Manager 

 

~Serving Saginaw, Flint, Pontiac and the surrounding communities~ 
 

  Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home               Lawrence E. Moon Funeral Home 
906 W. Flint Park Blvd.                                        268 N. Perry Street 

    Flint, Michigan 48505                                   Pontiac, Michigan 48342 
(810) 789-6666                                                   (248) 758-1913 

    www.LawrenceEMoonFuneralHome.com      www.lawrenceemoonfuneralhomepontiac.com 
      

"Contact us for your at-need and pre-arranged funeral plans" 
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APPRAISAL SERVICES
Clarence W. Osborne Jr.,
Certified General Appraiser
Residential and Commercial
989.746.9721
989.780.2088

AUTO
Garber Buick
5925 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
989.497.4444
Labadie Olds
711 S. Euclid
Bay City, MI 48706
Terry Reed, Sales Professional
989-667-2000 Ext. 341
Direct 989-460-0341
Fax 989-667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website www.labadieauto.com
McDonald Pontiac-GMC, Inc.
5155 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
Leon V. Washington
Sales & Leasing Professional
989-790-5155
Leonwa1@yahoo.com
Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Parys Liddell - Sales Consultant-Lincoln 
Certified Representative
989.792.2453

Jones Pre-Owned Auto Sales
3623 Dixie Highway
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-8120

AUTO DETAIL
Morningstar Auto Detail Shop
306 East Remington Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-482-6505

AUTO REPAIR
Saginaw Fleet Service
Wayne lewis - Manager
6273 Dixie Hwy.
Bridgeport, MI 48722
989-777-7010

BEAUTY
Imani Beauty Salon
Felicia Thomas
212 Federal Ave. (Downtown)
Saginaw, MI 48601

Reflections of U Too
Louise McKinnie, Owner
2103 Sheridan Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989.753.4600
Sports Barbershop
1400 W. Genesee
Saginaw, Michigan 48602
989-992-2600
Unique Cuts & Massage
1502 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-327-2338
Unique Cuts II
3125 E. Holland
Saginaw, MI 48601
Unique Cuts III
4797 Dixie Hwy.
Saginaw, MI 48607
Unique Styles Beauty Salon
119 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

CLEANING SERVICES
Best Choice
Floor Maintenance & Carpet 
Cleaning
989-316-8327
bestchoicefmandcc@hotmail.com

Dentists
Jack W. Nash, DDS Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
1320 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-752-1200

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
Great Lakes Bay Michigan 
Works!
312 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989.752.3145
Fax 989.752.3075FASHION

Where Did U Get That Hat? 
Specializing in Custom Designs 
“Sunday’s Best”

Yvonne Ellison/Milliner
Phone 989-529-4193
E-mail yeellison@aol.com

FINANCIAL
Team One Credit Union
520 Hayden Street
Saginaw, MI 48607
989.754.6575
888.288.3261
Wanigas Credit Union
1837 Bagley
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.759.5780

FLORISTS
Erika’s Flowers
214 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9330
www.erikasflowerssaginaw.com

FOOD & DINING
Spencer’s Route 46
Spence Dambro Proprietor
5530 Gratiot
Saginaw, MI 48638
989-793-3400
www.spencerfinefood.com

FUNERAL HOMES
Deisler Funeral Home
2233 Hemmeter Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989.799.1151

Evans & Browne's Funeral Home
441 N. Jefferson Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
989.754.0481
www.evansbrownesfuneralhome.com

HEATING AND COOLING
HORIZON
Azola Williams
989-755-8650 Business
989-233-3295 Cell

HEALTH CARE SERVICES
ComForcare Home Care
515 N. Washington Ave.
Suite 404
Saginaw, MI 48607
989.752.5501
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

First Choice Staffing Agency
339 S. 25th Sreet
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 890-1659    (989) 714-7303
FirstChoiceStaffing15@gmail.com

Great Lakes PACE
3378 Fashion Square Blvd.
Saginaw MI 48603
Phone: 989.272.7610
Fax: 989.272.7669
www.greatlakespace.org

PHOTOGRAPHY
E. B. Studio
212 Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-397-4144

PUBLICATIONS
David Hall
Crimiel Publications LLC
POB 20061
Saginaw, Michigan 48602

RESTAURANTS
Rite Spot
1205 Lapeer
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-6001

RETAILERS
GREEKS “R” US
2203 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-4925
riggins52@charter.net

SHOE REPAIR
Morgans Shoe Repair
308 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9207

TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT
Buena Vista Charter Township
Dexter A. Mitchell
Township Manager
1160 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI 48601
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Success. Shared.
Locally-owned businesses are  
the soul of our community, connecting 
heritage and history to the future.  
We’re honored to encourage 
the innovations by providing the 
connections on which your business 
depends. Because opportunity is better  
when everything works together. 

Wishing the Michigan Banner 
congratulations and continued 
success on your 13th anniversary.

© 2015 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

Wishing the Michigan Banner
congratulations and continued

success on your 14th anniversary.
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Five Guidelines for Managing Non-Profit Funds
Part two of a two part series: An interview with Leland Faust

FUNdraising GOOD TIMES   

Mel and Pearl Shaw | Courtesy Photo
 

What would you do if you were responsible 
for reviewing financial management policies 
for your nonprofit? What would you do if asked 
to vote on a change of investment firms? What 
questions would you ask?

These are issues nonprofits grapple with all 
the time. Some of us have experience in the realm 
of investment selection and fund management. 
Most of us do not. One person who is experienced 
as both a nonprofit board member and an 
investment advisor is Leland Faust. Faust has 

been nationally recognized four times by Barron’s 
as one of the country’s top 100 independent 

advisors. He is also the author of the 
forthcoming book A Capitalist’s Lament: 
How Wall Street Is Fleecing You and 
Ruining America.

We asked Faust to share the five 
most important things nonprofit boards 
and CEOs should be aware of as it relates 
to management of funds in general, and 
investment of endowment or reserve fund in 
particular. Here’s what he shared with us.

“There are, of course, many important 
factors in managing endowment funds. 
First and foremost: the manager must be 

a fiduciary. That is, the manager must be 
required by law to put the client’s interest 
ahead of its own. This is really the golden rule: 

client first, no excuses.”
“Don’t pay layer upon layer of fees. Are you 

paying a consultant, and an investment advisor, 
and a fund of fund manager, and a private equity 
manager? If you are, you can easily be paying 
4% annual fees plus as much as 25% of profits. 
If a conservative and uncomplicated investment 
program would yield 5%, a complicated structure 
subject to all these fees would have to earn over 
11% to have the same performance. Over time 
that’s essentially impossible if the investments are 

all equally risky.”
“Don’t invest in hedge funds, options, or 

derivatives, and don’t engage in short sales. 
Nonprofits should invest for the long term and not 
participate in gambling disguised as investing.”

“Investing with the previous few years’ top-
performing managers usually results in poorer 
performance going forward. Study after study has 
shown that on average the recent winners are more 
likely to be the losers later.”

“If anyone claims they have proprietary 
information or skills that no one else does, head 
for the doors.”

We asked Faust what he has learned through 
his work as a nonprofit board member. Here are 
his words of wisdom. “Board members should be 
wary of slick presentations. Also, don’t hire those 
who claim to know all the answers and predict 
the future. Strange but true, the more certain the 
prediction, the more likely there will be error. A 
celebrity advisor guarantees nothing, and the fact 
that a firm is large, well-established and respected 
is no guarantee either.”

You can preorder A Capitalist’s Lament: How 
Wall Street Is Fleecing You and Ruining America 
at Amazon.com. It publishes October 11, 2016 and 
is written for readers who want to know how to 
protect themselves – and the nonprofits they work 
with – from “business as usual.”

Faust’s new forthcoming book 
A Capitalist's Lament: How Wall Street Is 
Fleecing You and Ruining America shares 

more information. 
It publishes October 11, 2016. 

Preorder at Amazon.com.
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 Saginaw-Shiawassee

The Neighborhood House
3145 Russell Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.752.5805
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EDUCATION

Saginaw County teachers and staff encouraged to dream big
Individual project mini-grants for up to $2,500 are available

Saginaw, Mich. – Saginaw Community 
Foundation encourages Saginaw County teachers 
and instructional staff to dream big. Grants for 
Excellence, a competitive mini-grant program, 
will award individual projects up to $2,500 this 
school year. The program is designed to enhance 
student experiences and curriculum activities, 
develop projects to facilitate different learning 
styles, motivate student curiosity and learning, 
supplement additional funding sources, purchase 
educational materials and/or bring non-traditional 
resources to the classroom, develop and share 
innovative methods and tools for teaching and 
inspire professional growth.

“We recognize the tremendous effect teachers 
can have on the lives of young children. We also 
recognize that many demands and requirements 
are placed on teachers today,” said LeeAnn 
Martuch, program officer. “These mini-grants 
provide an opportunity to reward outstanding 
teachers in Saginaw County for taking the extra 
effort in the classroom.” 

All Saginaw County Pre-K–12 teachers and 
instructional staff are eligible to apply. While 
more than one application may be submitted, 
only one grant will be awarded per individual, per 
year. The project must be implemented between 
January 1 and June 30, 2017.

Applications are reviewed anonymously on 

a competitive basis by an advisory committee 
consisting of civic and community volunteers 
and educators. Individual proposals are evaluated 
based on:

•	 Impact: Potential to improve student 
achievement, potential for continuation 
and/or replication, potential to enhance 
instructional skills.

•	 Innovation: Creativity of project, 
innovative approach, academic objective 
within curriculum context.

•	 Planning: Clear plan for project 
implementation, teacher capability, cost 
effectiveness and realistic budget.

•	 Existing resources: Grant funding will not 
supplant existing funding (in other words, 
project cannot be achieved with existing 
school budget).

Finalists will be expected to deliver a 
5-minute presentation about your project followed 
by a brief question and answer session.

Funds cannot be used for the following:
•	 Facilities renovation
•	 Religious activities or teachings 
•	 Equipment that is not an integral part of 

the project
•	 Non-academic projects
•	 Trips out of this region
•	 Tuition for special classes

•	 “Bag of Books” projects
•	 Accelerated reading and math programs
•	 Sound systems or interactive whiteboards
Although equipment such as digital cameras, 

iPads/iPods and calculators, or field trips can 
be part of the proposal, the focus should be on 
the project itself and the impact it will have on 
students.

The deadline to apply for Grants for 
Excellence Mini-Grants is November 1 and 
recipients will be notified by mid-December. 
For more information regarding the Grants for 
Excellence teacher mini-grant program, contact 
LeeAnn Martuch at (989) 755-0545 or leeann@
saginawfoundation.org. Additional information 
is available at saginawfoundation.org/site/grants/
grant-programs/grants-for-excellence/.

Created in 1991, Saginaw Community 
Foundation’s Grants for Excellence mini-grant 
program was established by and initially funded 
by the King Family Fund and the Wickson-Link 
Foundation. This mini-grant program provides a 
source of funding for unique, creative educational 
initiatives and projects not currently supported by 
schools’ budgets for schools located in Saginaw 
County. Over the past 25 years, a variety of 
funding sources, including the initial funders, 
have provided support for this initiative. A total of 
$230,115.84 has been granted.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
on the Grants for Excellence Teacher Mini-Grant Program

Contact LeeAnn Martuch 
CALL: (989) 755-0545 or 

EMAIL: leeann@saginawfoundation.org
VISIT: saginawfoundation.org/site/grants/grant-programs/grants-for-excellence/
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SVSU earns top certification from Michigan 
Veterans Affairs Agency

Saginaw Valley State University 
recently earned certification as a Veteran-
Friendly School from the Michigan 
Veterans Affairs Agency.

The “gold”-level Veteran-Friendly 
School status demonstrates SVSU’s 
commitment to offer supportive services 
to those affiliated with the military, said 
Denise Berry, director of the university’s 
Military Student Affairs office.

“This is the top certification you can 
earn in the state,” said Berry, a retired 
U.S. Army officer. “This says that we’re 
obviously doing things right.”

SVSU received the same status last 
year, when the Michigan Veterans Affairs 
Agency first offered certification to 
higher education institutions.

Berry said SVSU’s Military Student 
Affairs has grown since that initial 
certification. Much of that growth is 
physical. The office’s suite tripled in 
size, and the number of visits increased 
from 1,525 during the 2014-15 academic 
year to 2,640 in 2015-16.

“There’s just so much more space 
to meet and do group work,” she said. 
“This location truly achieves our goal of 
having a one-stop shop for veterans on 
campus.”

SVSU’s Military Student Affairs 
benefits military service members, 
veterans and the dependents of service 
members and veterans. The office offers 
space where military-affiliated students 
can go for admissions, advising and 
orientation, to name just a few of the 
services.

“We help with just about everything 
they need,” Berry said. “If my team can’t 
provide a solution, we find the person on 
campus that can.”

For more information about SVSU’s 
Military Student Affairs, visit www.svsu.
edu/militarystudentaffairs/.
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Spencer’s Restaurant
5530 Gratiot Road

between M-47 & Center Rd. in Saginaw, MI
989.793.4500

www.spencersroute46.com

NOW OPEN EVERYDAY at 4pm
Spencer Dambro, Owner

Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road

Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone – 989.792.1700  Ext. 123           Fax – 989.792.0599

Mobile – 989.280.0114          Email – Bparker@saginawvalleyflm.com

B. Wendell Parker
Certified Ford Lincoln Sales Professional

GoGarber.com

The Great Lakes
   Bay Region
     Does Better
      with Garber.

         “For three generations the Garber family has been
          responsible for improving the quality of life in the
          Great Lakes Bay Region.  Their commitment to
          the Great Lakes Bay Region is second to none.
           This commitment earns my business.  The quality
          of the Garber staff keeps it!  Great service.
          Great friend.  It matters where I buy my car. 
           That's why I buy from Garber.”

- Dr. Samuel Shaheen 

GoGarber.com

yy
uel Shaheen - Dr. Samu

Thanks Mr. and Mrs. Brown for your Business.  
Birdie Brown thanks for the referral.

Terry Reed
Sales Professional - Used Cars

Phone (989) 667-2000 Ext 341
Direct (989) 460-0341 

Fax (989) 667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com

Website www.labadieauto.com
Labadie Buick Cadillac GMC  •  711 S. Euclid Avenue  •  Bay City, MI 48706
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COMMUNITY   

We are excited to introduce our newest 
addition to the Children's Zoo family: Sammy, the 
turkey vulture! She is temporarily living in the old 
bobcat exhibit in the Forgotten Forest.

Like most of the animals in the Forgotten 
Forest, Sammy was rescued from the wild. She 
was considered a "pest," as she would beg humans 
for food in and around campsites. Rescue groups 
did their best to catch her up and release her in 
other locations, but she always returned. With 

Children's Zoo Welcomes Sammy

Courtesy Photo

Rockin' Road to Dublin
October 1, 2016

Event starts at 7:30pm
The new sensation changing the Irish Dance 
world, Rockin’ Road To Dublin, comes to The 
Dow Event Center theater, 303 Johnson St, 
Saginaw at 7:30 pm. Created by the 2009 World 
Champion of Irish Dance Scott Doherty and 
worldwide touring Irish musician Chris Smith, 
Rockin’ Road is the new generation of Irish 
music and dance. A fusion of rock and Irish, 
Rockin’ Road combines the best of both worlds 
to thrust Irish Dance back into the spotlight. This 
stylish, can’t-miss spectacle is the perfect balance 
between concert and stage show. Come be part of 
history as Rockin’ Road to Dublin redefines Irish 
Dance during its first national tour with Director 
Jeff Whiting and Music Supervisor, Arranger and 
Orchestrater Brent Frederick.

Ticket pre-sale July 26, 2016 at 10am until July 
28, 2016 at 10pm
Tickets go on-sale July 29, 2016 at 10am
Prices: $34.50 / $39.50 / $44.50 / $49.50 
(additional fees may apply)

Presale offers $5 off each ticket price at price 
levels 1, 2, and 3.

Group discount for groups 10+ more people, 
available for purchase at the Dow Event Center 
Box Office, ticket price for each person:
$34.50 (normally $39.50 seats)
$39.50 (normally $44.50 seats)
$44.50 (normally $49.50 seats)

little to no fear of people, this was a dangerous 
situation for her, and it was only a matter of time 
before she was hurt or killed.

The situation Sammy found herself in is one 
of the reasons why it is important to never feed 
wildlife your snacks. Help us #KeepWildlifeWild 
-- promise to keep your tasty human food to 
yourself.

The old bobcat exhibit is great for Sammy, 
as it provides room for her to fly! The red-tailed 
hawk and the barred owl, who also live in the 
Forgotten Forest, are both unable to fly due to 
permanent wing injuries, and require smaller 
exhibits to keep them safe. Sammy, on the 
other hand, will be able to show off her GIANT 
wingspan as she flies from perch to perch. Come 
see Sammy today!
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champion of nonviolent resistance to oppression, 
he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. 
Dr. King’s life ended at the age of 39 on April 
4, 1968 when he was assassinated in Memphis, 
Tenn. However short his life, he greatly advanced 
the cause of civil rights in this nation. His life 
serves as encouragement to each of us to do all 
that we can to end injustice.
 The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Regional 
Scholarships will be awarded each year to area 
high school seniors (regardless of ethnicity) who 
actively embrace Dr. King’s dream of improving 
racial harmony and social justice. The scholarship 
award(s) will be at least $1,000 and are non-
renewable. The scholarship award(s) will be 
presented at the annual Great Lakes Bay Regional 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration program to be 
held in January.
 Applicants must be a high school senior in Bay, 
Midland or Saginaw County, have a minimum 
2.0 GPA and have plans to attend a 2-year and/
or 4-year degree granting academic or vocational 
program.
 
 

Start your application. Apply at 
http://scf.spectrumportal.net/.

Applications are due Oct. 31, 2016.
Inspired by the belief that love and peaceful 
protest can eliminate social, political and 
economic injustice, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 

became this nation’s most heralded civil right 
leader. He aroused blacks and whites alike to 
protest racial discrimination, war and poverty. A 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Regional Scholarship

Community Leadership Awards Luncheon
October 21, 2016

11:30 AM TO 1:30 PM 
Horizons Conference Center 

6200 State St. 
Saginaw, MI 48603

Join us as we recognize and honor the individuals 
in our community who have invested themselves 
in the people, businesses and future of Saginaw 
County. 

~Award Recipients ~
T. M. Klein & Sons Inc. - Outstanding Small 

Business
Kenneth Streeter, City Rescue Mission - 

Community Impact Award
Brandon Bordeaux, Caravan Facilities 

Management - Dr. Samuel H. Shaheen Vision of 
Free Enterprise Award

Laura Yockey - Spirit of Saginaw
Louis Furlo, Sr. - Robert H. Albert Lifetime 

Community Service Award

Doors open at 11:00 am; Program and lunch 
begins at 11:30

Cost is $45 per person/$340 for a table of 8. 

Please click the button above to register before 
October 14th.  After that date, please call/email 
Lisa at 757-2115 or lisa@saginawchamber.org to 
register.

Sponsorship opportunities are available.  Please 
contact Susan at susan@saginawchamber.org or 
757-2112.

REGISTER AT: https://saginawcountymicoc.wliinc17.com/external/wcpages/wcevents/eventregistration.aspx?eventID=4D93061N
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Saginaw Max System of Care in collaboration with Michigan Alliance for 
Families, Michigan Department of Education, and IDEA, present:

Community Café
Linking Families to Community Resources:

This workshop will introduce Positive Behavior Supports (PBS). Many children have behaviors that are 
part of their disability. These behaviors may make it difficult to learn, cause harm, or isolate a child from 

his or her peers. It is important for parents to understand that behavior is communication.

We will explain what a Functional Behavior Analysis (FBA) is, and how a FBA leads to the development 
of a Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP) that utilizes Positive Behavior Supports (PBS). 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016
4:30pm - 7pm

Saginaw YMCA
1915 Fordney Street, Saginaw

Light Dinner Served • Gift Card Door Prizes • Cleaning Products Provided to Each Participant
Daycare provided • Certificate of Completion • Bus Passes Available

FREE to Attend
Seating Limited to 20 Participants

Register now with Keva Clark at 989-797-3534 / kclark@sccmha.org, or
Regina Hilburn at 989-596-0208 / Regina@Michiganallianceforfamilies.org

Spotlight on Positive Behavior Supports Training   
Presented by: Sandee Koski, Michigan Alliance for Families
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Sabrina 
Beeman-Jackson

Saginaw ISD Head 
Start/Early Head 

Start Program 
Director

About Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Established in 1965, Head 
Start promotes school readiness 
for children, ages three to five, 
in low-income families by 
offering educational, nutritional, 
health, social and other services.

Head Start programs promote 
school readiness by enhancing the 
social and cognitive development 
of children through the provision 
of educational, health, nutritional, 
social and other services to 
enrolled children and families.

Early Head Start, launched 
in 1995, provides support to 
low-income infants, toddlers, 
pregnant women and their 
families.

EHS programs enhance 
children’s physical, social, 
emotional, and intellectual 
development; assist pregnant 
women to access 
comprehensive prenatal and 
postpartum care: support 
parents’ efforts to fulfill their 
parental roles; and help parents 
move toward self-sufficiency.

Together Head Start and 
Early Head Start have served 
tens of millions of children 
and their families.

At Saginaw ISD Head Start 
our attentive staff is available 
Monday through Friday to 
answer all your questions and 
make every effort to ensure you 
are 100% satisfied.

“Our mission is to provide high 
quality services, developing school 

readiness and family empowerment 
for prenatal to age five children and 
families by working in partnership 
with parents and the community.”

-Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

Saginaw ISD Head Start
Claytor Administrative Building

3200 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone 989.752.2193
Fax 989.921.7146

Office Hours
Monday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Friday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

For additional information concerning
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Head Start 
graduates are 
more likely to 

graduate from 
high school and 

less likely to need 
special education, 
repeat a grade, or 
commit crimes in 

adolescence.”
 Joe Baca, 

Congressman
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Greater Renaissance
Pastor Cedric R. Cheatham
1535 S. Warren Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989.752.1455
260.515.6456
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POLITICS & PUBLIC POLICY   

Saginaw County Chamber of Commerce supports 
Autonomous Vehicle Senate Legislative Package

Saginaw, Mich – On Wednesday, August 
31, 2016, the Saginaw County Chamber of 
Commerce, in collaboration with Saginaw Future 
Inc., attended a public hearing at Nexteer to 
support a Senate legislative package with the 
potential to transform the economic landscape 
of Saginaw County and put Michigan at the 
forefront of the next major transition in the 
automotive industry.

The Michigan Autonomous Vehicle (AV) 
legislation includes Senate Bills 997-998 and 
is sponsored by members of the Michigan 
Senate Economic Development & International 
Investment Committee including Senator 
Mike Kowall (R), Primary, Senator Ken Horn 
(R), and Senator Rebekah Warren (D). The 
groundbreaking bills create the regulatory 
approach and tools needed to introduce 
autonomous vehicles and technologies in a safe 
and publicly accepted manner and could serve 
as a national model for other states. In a race to 
capture the development market against high-tech 
companies, including those in Silicon Valley, the 
legislation helps cement the State of Michigan, 
the birthplace of the automotive industry, as THE 
American automotive leader.

According to Chamber President Bob 
VanDeventer, “Saginaw County and the Great 
Lakes Bay Region are uniquely positioned to play 
an important role in the future of transportation. 
The automobile is an integral part of our 
history and also of our future. In supporting this 
legislation, our goal is to position Saginaw as a 
lead source for technological innovation in the 
emerging autonomous vehicle industry.”

The four bills that make up the proposed 
regulatory package each addresses a slightly 
different focus:

•	 SB 995 would amend the current law 
to allow the testing and deployment of 
autonomous vehicles in the state.

•	 SB 996 authorizes “Safe Autonomous 

Vehicle” or “SAVE” projects. This bill 
would authorize and support the type of 
testing and operation that would help 
autonomous vehicles become a reality 
sooner and in a safe and timely manner. 
With protections in place, AVs could 
safely be rolled out in Saginaw or Detroit.

•	 SB 997 establishes a grant-eligible AV 
Mobility Research Center at Willow Run 
in Ypsilanti Township.

•	 SB 998 relates to liability protection for 
repair facilities and protects mechanics 
working on AVs.

SAVE Act safety provisions include the 
following:

•	 AV projects would take place in a 
geographically bounded area.

•	 Defined geographic areas would allow 
individuals to experience AV technologies 
in a safe and controlled manner while 
also developing data for further policy 
developments.

•	 Only vehicles manufactured to meet 
federal and state safety requirements 
would be allowed to participate and must 
operate in compliance with federal, state, 
and local laws.

•	 A participating automobile manufacturer 
would be responsible for integrating 
automated driving technology into the 

vehicles and for the safe operation of the 
projects.

•	 The participating automobile 
manufacturer would be responsible for the 
safe operation of the automated driving 
system.

•	 Vehicles would be equipped with event 
data recorders and be capable of providing 
automatic crash notification to emergency 
responders.

Governor Rick Snyder stated “Michigan has 
always been a leader in the automotive industry, 
and we need to be ahead of the curve on mobility 
as the transportation industry evolves in order to 
continue our success. Connected and autonomous 
vehicles are the future of the automotive industry, 
and we are positioning Michigan to be the global 
leader in this innovation.”

The Saginaw County Chamber of Commerce 
supports passage of the Senate AV bill package 
and in the potential for economic development 
the new autonomous vehicle technology presents 
for the residents, workforce and businesses of 
Saginaw County and the Great Lakes Bay Region.  
****************************************
 The Saginaw County Chamber of Commerce is a coalition of 
nearly 1000 area businesses. It is the Chamber’s mission to 
support local small business success in pursuit of their vision 
for a strong and healthy community.
****************************************
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Saginaw County Chamber of Commerce supports Autonomous Vehicle 
Senate Legislative Package.   
 

 

Saginaw, Mich – On Wednesday, August 31, 2016, the Saginaw County Chamber of 

Commerce, in collaboration with Saginaw Future Inc., attended a public hearing at 

Nexteer to support a Senate legislative package with the potential to transform the 

economic landscape of Saginaw County and put Michigan at the forefront of the next 

major transition in the automotive industry. 

 

The Michigan Autonomous Vehicle (AV) legislation includes Senate Bills 997-998 and is 

sponsored by members of the Michigan Senate Economic Development & International 

Investment Committee including Senator Mike Kowall (R), Primary, Senator Ken Horn 

(R), and Senator Rebekah Warren (D). The groundbreaking bills create the regulatory 

approach and tools needed to introduce autonomous vehicles and technologies in a safe 

and publicly accepted manner and could serve as a national model for other states. In a 

race to capture the development market against high-tech companies, including those 

in Silicon Valley, the legislation helps cement the State of Michigan, the birthplace of the 

automotive industry, as THE American automotive leader. 

 

According to Chamber President Bob VanDeventer, “Saginaw County and the Great 

Lakes Bay Region are uniquely positioned to play an important role in the future of 

transportation. The automobile is an integral part of our history and also of our future. 

 
515 N. Washington Ave. • Saginaw, MI 48607 

989/752-7161 ext. 243 • Fax 989/752-9055 
nancy@saginawchamber.org 
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Congratulations  
Medalists

SIMONE BILES -  Women's Team All-Around (gold) / Women's Individual All-Around (gold)

GABBY DOUGLAS -  Women's Team All-Around (gold)

SIMONE MANUEL -  Women's 100m freestyle (gold) / Women's 4x100m freestyle relay (silver)

MICHELLE CARTER -  Women's shot put (gold)
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Photo credit: businessinsider.com

Photo credit: theundefeated.com

Photo credit: media.tumblr.com
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A Dedicated Non-Medical Home Care Agency

The ComForcare Mission
To improve the quality of life and level of independence 

for every client and family receiving our services.

We focus on four initiatives 
that are critical to the well-being 

of seniors
• Full Prevention
• Medication Adherence
• Chronic Disease 

Management
• Transition of Care

Contact us today to learn 
more about our 

Quality Care Guaranteed
515 N. Washington Ave.

Suite 404
Saginaw, MI 48607

Phone 
989.752.5501

Fax 
989.752.5503

Email 
mbsmichigan@comforcare.com

Website 
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

Wilbert J. Smith and
Alois B. Smith

Owner/Operators

Independence.

Dignity.

Quality of Life.

HeartSaver CPR (adult/child/infant)
1st Monday of Month - $35

First Aid
2nd Monday of the Month - $40

Do you know what to do in an emergency?
CPR and First Aid Courses held Monthly

All Classes held at MMR
834 S. Washington Avenue

Downtown Saginaw
mobilemedical.org

Learn  more & register online!



PAGE 38 The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper SEPTEMBER 16, 2016

1555 S. Washington Ave., Saginaw MI 48601      |      989.753.3475       |       themichiganbanner.com

AUGUST 16, 2016 The Michigan Banner
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper PAGE 3

1555 S. Washington Ave., Saginaw MI 48601      |      989.753.3475       |       themichiganbanner.com

Congratulations  
Medalists

SIMONE BILES -  Women's Team All-Around (gold) / Women's Individual All-Around (gold)

GABBY DOUGLAS -  Women's Team All-Around (gold)

SIMONE MANUEL -  Women's 100m freestyle (gold) / Women's 4x100m freestyle relay (silver)

MICHELLE CARTER -  Women's shot put (gold)

Photo credit: bet.com

Photo credit: businessinsider.com

Photo credit: theundefeated.com

Photo credit: media.tumblr.com

Developing the Great Lakes Bay Region

SAGINAWMIDLANDBAY CITY

Building for Today. 
Investing in Tomorrow.

For more than four decades, Shaheen Development’s focus has been to enrich our communities by 
creating places for living, working, leisure and healthcare.

Our goals in developing these large-scale, community-focused projects are to:

 Reenergize our region’s cities by bringing residents, families and businesses back downtown
 Promote investment, economic growth and cultural vitality across the Great Lakes Bay Region
 Create timeless and sustainable architecture in which we can all take pride

To reserve your space at one of these beautiful locations, visit ShaheenDevelopment.com

Three  Great Cities. Three Great Revitalizations
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Guaranteed Approval Specialist
Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln

4201 Bay Road
Saginaw, MI 48603

989.792.1700 ext. 138
989.792.2613 fax

989.341.3119 mobile
sterry@saginawvalleyflm.com

SONYA SURLES


