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could that happen? With a church on nearly 
every corner and politicians who state that 
they take seriously their role as an advocate for 
the people whom they serve?

Let’s take a look at what it means to be 
a politician from a very practical standpoint.  If 
a politician is, one who is elected or appointed 
to represent the people; and take action and/
or make decisions on behalf of the people in 
a variety of ways, on a variety of topics, issues 
etc. Then, it is to be expected that the politician 
would represent the views of the people in 

times of crisis, turmoil and disarray. To that 
end, it is important to make sure that the 
representative truly represents you, your 
thoughts and your interest.  Similarly, clergy are 
called to serve the people of their church and 
community. Clergy are expected to represent 
their congregation in particular and the 
community as a whole in various aspects of life. 
In a 2015 submission titled “The Intersection 
of Christian Ministry and Electoral Politics 
2015),” Reverend Marcelle T. Smith offered this, 
“If a church, it’s leadership, or a pastor focuses 
only on the sanctuary, the hospital bedside, 
the support of grieving families at a graveside, 
and the instruction of children and adults in 
the doctrines of their denomination , they may 
still be charged with the dereliction of duty to 
engage the process that could transform for the 
better the lives of millions of people through 
the voting process, including people in that 
very congregation.”  
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      In the wake of 
the 1999 Columbine 
High School shooting 
a local preacher was 
asked “Where was 
God in the midst of 
all this tragedy? “ 
The preacher simply 
replied, “Remember, 
you took God out of 
schools.”  But how
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Zeta Omega Zeta Chapter Celebrates 50th 
Anniversary Celebration

HAPPY EASTER!

On Saturday, April 8, the Women of Zeta 
Omega Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Inc. celebrated their annual Finer Womanhood 
Celebration and 50th Chapter Anniversary. Sheryl 
Underwood, co-host of CBS's The Talk and 23rd 
international president of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, 
Inc. was the special guest and keynote speaker.

In addition to Underwood's appearance, the guest 
performance for the evening was Detroit-based 
Modern Tribe and the sorority honored its charter 
members along with several individuals and 
organizations who have contributed to the welfare of 
the community and its people.

facebook.com
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LIDER EN LA DIVERSIDAD Vamos Adelante

LATINO BANNER 								                     	  Sponsored by Doud Smith & Wagner

Ecology Scholar and International 
Biodiversity Expert to Speak at 
SVSU

Page LB 4

Submit your story, 
pictures, comments, 

etc. to The Latino 
Banner Online!

- Visit -
themichiganbanner.com/submit
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In the Community
Great Lakes Bay Regional Hispanic Business Association

Volunteers at the opening of the The Children's Zoo at Celebration Square

facebook.com
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Saginaw Valley State University will host 
renowned scholar and preservationist 
Giselle Tamayo-Castillo for a public 
lecture Thursday, April 20 at 7 p.m. in 
the Rhea Miller Recital Hall.

A professor of chemistry at the University of Costa 
Rica, Tamayo-Castillo will discuss the creation of 
the National Institute of Biodiversity, its successes 
and failures, and her personal involvement with 
this private, not-for-profit organization.  

Also the president of the National Council for 
Science and Technology, Tamayo-Castillo has 
published more than 50 articles on biodiversity 
and, as a scholar, is particularly interested in the 
ecology of the Central American rainforests. Her

Ecology Scholar and International Biodiversity Expert, Giselle 
Tamayo-Castillo to Speak at SVSU

research has focused on both natural products that 
may have therapeutic value as well as complex 
microbial ecosystems.  

Costa Rica possesses only 4 percent of the world's 
biodiversity, yet by square mile, is one of the 
most diverse countries on the planet. Efforts to 
preserve this biodiversity date back to Costa Rica's 
earliest days as an independent nation and were 
strengthened under various administrations in the 
late twentieth century.  Despite these efforts, by 
the 1980s, industrial and agricultural expansion 
had begun to threaten pristine areas.

Tamayo-Castillo received her doctorate in natural 
sciences from the Technical University of Berlin 
in Germany and has held numerous leadership 
positions in national and international academies 
of science.

Courtesy Photos

The SVSU event is open to the public and free 
of charge. Tamayo-Castillo is visiting through 
the Dow Visiting Scholars & Artists program 
at SVSU, which was established through an 
endowment from The Herbert H. and Grace A. 
Dow Foundation to enrich our region’s cultural 
and intellectual opportunities.

For more information on 
Giselle Tamayo-Castillo and 
her work in academia, please 
visit http://ucr.academia.edu/

GiselleTamayoCastillo.
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A Dedicated Non-Medical Home Care Agency

The ComForcare Mission
To improve the quality of life and level of independence 

for every client and family receiving our services.

We focus on four initiatives 
that are critical to the well-being 

of seniors
• Full Prevention
• Medication Adherence
• Chronic Disease 

Management
• Transition of Care

Contact us today to learn 
more about our 

Quality Care Guaranteed
515 N. Washington Ave.

Suite 404
Saginaw, MI 48607

Phone 
989.752.5501

Fax 
989.752.5503

Email 
mbsmichigan@comforcare.com

Website 
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

Wilbert J. Smith and
Alois B. Smith

Owner/Operators

Independence.

Dignity.

Quality of Life.

HeartSaver CPR (adult/child/infant)
1st Monday of Month - $35

First Aid
2nd Monday of the Month - $40

Do you know what to do in an emergency?
CPR and First Aid Courses held Monthly

All Classes held at MMR
834 S. Washington Avenue

Downtown Saginaw
mobilemedical.org

Learn  more & register online!

 

CURRIE LAW 
1555 South Washington Avenue Saginaw, MI 48601 

 
 

 

 
 
    Robert A. Currie, P.C.      Over 30 Years  
       Attorney At Law                                                      Experience 

 
 

 

 
 

Phone: 989-799-5350 Fax Number: 989-799-9169 
Facebook Page: CURRIE LAW 
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COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

• INTERIOR DESIGN 
• OFFICE FURNITURE 
• COMMERCIAL FURNITURE 
• SPACE PLANNING 
• ERGONOMICS 
• SOUND MASKING 
• WINDOW TREATMENTS  
• INSTALLATION & 

MAINTENANCE 

 

 

                                                                                       

 

          

                            

   

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PINNACLE DESIGN 
residential & commercial interiors 

3700 Bay Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 
T (989) 790-7240 | F (989) 790-1191 

 
Visit Us Online: 

PinnacleDesign.biz 

Facebook.com/PinnacleDesignSaginaw 

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES 

• INTERIOR DESIGN 
• KITCHEN & BATHROOM 

DESIGN 
• FURNITURE 
• LIGHTING 
• WINDOW TREATMENTS 
• INSTALLATION & 

MAINTENANCE 
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In honor of Women’s History Month,
who has been the biggest female role 

model in your life and why?

The most influential person in my life is my mother. She is strong and works
so hard to achieve her dreams. She is a role model for the kind of person 

I hope to be as I grow and create a life for myself.
Kolby Holden

Community Member

My biggest female role models have been my mom and my aunt. They are both 
strong women who have modeled for me what it means to be a good person 

and go after my dreams. Without their love and support, I wouldn’t be the person 
that I am today.

Melissa Lee
SCCMHA Marketing

The two most influential women in my life have been my mother and my wife. My 
mother raised me to be the honest, hardworking man that I am today. And my wife 
inspires me every day with her strength and passion for life and our family. They give 

me a strength I didn’t know I had. 

Dakota Averill
Community Member

The most influential woman in my life is my step-mom Cathy Williams. She is
my best friend and we talk about everything. She encourages me to move 
forward when I’ve lost my way, and she reminds me to be myself and embrace 

who I am, telling me often, “Just be you!”
Bria Smith

Community Member
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HEALTH   

April is Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) 
Awareness Month, a time to get yourself tested for 
STDs and raise awareness of the importance of 
protection. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) is dedicating all of the STD 
Awareness Month to syphilis prevention. According 
to the CDC, syphilis is now on the rise again and 
has reached a critical high: the current number and 
rate of cases is higher than it’s been in more than 20 
years. In 2015, there were close to 24,000 cases of 
syphilis reported in the U.S. - that was almost a 20% 
overall increase since 2014 alone.

The rise in syphilis infections makes syphilis a 
renewed health threat for many. Left untreated, 
syphilis can cause severe health problems affecting 
the brain, eyes, heart and other organs. Syphilis can 
also increase a person’s risk for getting HIV. The 
good news is that syphilis is simple to cure with the 
right treatment.

Saginaw County Department of Public Health Recognizes
STD Awareness Month

The only way to avoid syphilis and other STDs is to not have vaginal, anal, or oral sex. However if you are 
sexually active, you can do the following things to lower your chances of getting syphilis:

•	 Be in a long-term, monogamous relationship with a partner who’s tested negative for syphilis and other STDs.

•	 Use latex condoms every time you have sex.

•	 Talk openly and honestly with your healthcare provider and ask what tests may be right for you. If you test 
positive for syphilis, get treated right away and be sure your sexual partner is treated as well to reduce the risk 
of re-infection.

The Saginaw County Department of Public Health offers testing for syphilis and other STDs.  
Call (989) 758-3880 for an appointment or for information, or visit our website at www.

saginawpublichealth.org. Be Wise. Be Well.

istockphoto.com
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How To Find A Gym And Start Exercising
Mike Brooks

Other Features to Consider

Membership Clientele – Check out the other patrons 
in the gym you are considering. Each gym has it’s 
own personality. Is it mostly women or men? Is 
everybody wearing fashionable workout gear or is it 
a shorts and t-shirt crowd? Does it cater to families 
or is it an adult’s only gym?

Equipment - The quality and variety of equipment 
is very important if you plan on starting a 
comprehensive fitness program. Is the equipment 
well maintained? Check to see how many machines 
are “out of order”. Check to see if free weights are 
offered as well as machines. Is there an adequate 
cardio section with plenty of bikes, climbers and 
treadmills? These tend to be high use pieces of 
equipment so it is important that the facility have 
several.

Hours - Everybody has different times for his or 
her workouts. Make sure the gym you choose will 
accommodate your schedule. If you are an early 
bird and your gym opens at 10:00 a.m. then you are 
probably going to end up not using it despite the 
other features you find appealing.

Price - Don’t get fooled by a low-ball price. 
Make sure the membership includes the use of 
everything of interest to you. Some gyms have a low 
membership fee and then charge extra for using the 
tennis courts, pool, classes etc. Read the fine print. 
Also, there are all-inclusive low priced gyms that 
are in the business of selling memberships and don’t 
really care what happens after you sign up. You may 
find that half your town has a membership and you 
have to wait in line to use the equipment.

Management - Is there an active owner or manager 
on the premises? What is there policy regarding 
restacking your weights and the playing of loud 
music? In some gyms, anything goes and you may 
hear 3 or 4 different stereos playing at the same 
time, weights are thrown around and you can never 
find the equipment you would like to use.

This is a sign of poor and inattentive management 
and should probably be removed from 
consideration.

Everybody is different and there is not a single 
solution for picking the ideal gym. The key is to 
find a place that you feel comfortable and that you 
will use on a regular basis. Working out is a habit 
that takes time to form. Don’t make an impulsive 
decision that will cause you to lose your desire to 
get in shape.

Before making a commitment, visit and workout at 
a few gyms that you are considering. Most facilities 
will let you try them out for a few days. Make 
sure you go at the times you would if you were to 
join. This will give you a feel for how crowded 
the equipment is at that time. NowHealth Fitness 
Articles, the only thing left to do is just go out and 
GET STARTED!!

Here is a list of several local gyms. These will offer 
a good starting point on your quest for the perfect 
gym.

Planet Fitness
Green Acres Plaza, 4572 State St, Saginaw, MI 48603

Saginaw Health & Fitness
2865 Bay Rd, Saginaw, MI 48603

Survival Fitness
3085 Bay Rd Suite 1B, Saginaw, MI 48603

YMCA of Saginaw
1915 Fordney St, Saginaw, MI 48601

CrossFit Intuition
4884 Gratiot Rd #19, Saginaw, MI 48638

Saginaw Athletic Club
6125 Gratiot Rd, Saginaw, MI 48638

Next Level Fitness
6285 Bay Rd, Saginaw, MI 48602

Seung-ni Fit Club
6700 Weiss St, Saginaw, MI 48603

Sarah Fechter Fitness
6315 State St, Saginaw, MI 48639

There is hardly a week that passes without an article 
or study touting the benefits of exercise. Exercise 
to cure cancer, exercise to lose weight, feel better, 
livelonger, and stop dementia, the list appears 
endless. The benefits of exercise sound fantastic but 
there is just one problem. You have to exercise to 
gain the benefits! For many, this is a big problem.

So, what can you do to get yourself motivated to 
join the wonderful world of exercising? A great 
solution is to join a gym where you are in the 
company of like-minded people. Joining a gym for 
the first time or after a period of inactivity can be a 
little scary. I hope this article will make your fitness 
journey a little easier.

Aren’t all gyms pretty much the same?

The short answer would be. ……. NO. Every gym 
has it’s own personality both in the equipment and 
the type of people it attracts. Some gyms cater to 
weight lifters with lots of free weights and little 
else, while other facilities might cater to working 
women and offer activities such as yoga, spinning 
or aerobics. There are locally owned gyms and 
nationwide chains. Small gyms as well as mega 
fitness centers. There is a gym for everybody but it 
will take a little footwork to find your perfect fit.

What’s the most important feature
when looking for a gym?

In my opinion, location must be considered before 
anything else. Absence will not make the heart grow 
fonder. A gym more than 10 minutes from your 
home or office will end up not getting used. If you 
like to work out in the morning you might want to 
stick with gyms close to home. If you’re a lunchtime 
sweat maven then a gym near work could be a better 
option. Some of the larger chains may have facilities 
by both work and home. In addition, if you travel, 
gyms with multiple locations may let you work out 
for FREE, or at a discount, if they have a facility at 
your travel destination.
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PINNACLE DESIGN 
residential & commercial interiors 

 3700 Bay Road, Saginaw, MI 48603  
T (989) 790-7240 | F (989) 790-1191  

 
Visit Us Online:  

PinnacleDesign.biz 

Facebook.com/PinnacleDesignSaginaw 
 

 

Please visit our website for listings of our vendors.  

Dr. Amaning Sarkodie M.D.
3444 Davenport Ave, Saginaw, MI 48602

(989) 790-7670
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INTERSECTION OF BUSINESS & WEALTH   

“Flint’s entrepreneurial spirit is flourishing due in 
large part to visionary companies like SkyPoint 
that are helping to foster growth across the region 
and creating more jobs and opportunities for local 
residents,” said Gov. Rick Snyder.

Featuring 46,000 square feet, the highlight of the 
renovated Ferris Building will be the introduction of 
100K Ideas at the Ferris Wheel, the first innovation 
platform of its kind in the region. The brainchild 
of David Ollila, president and chief innovation 
officer at Skypoint, 100K Ideas is modeled after its 
successful counterpart in Marquette, Invent@NMU, 
also founded by Ollila. The hub will put a new spin 
on the way innovators approach the startup process 
by offering a “one-stop-shop” to support them from 
concept to commercialization. 

“Not only will this project redevelop a seven-story 
vacant building in downtown Flint, but the business 
climate and entrepreneurial hub will add vibrancy, 
people on the street, and a viable way forward for 
many Flint residents well into the future,” said Steve 
Arwood, CEO of Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC), the state’s business marketing 
and attraction arm that administers and performs due 
diligence on economic programs on behalf of MSF.

“Our hope is that entrepreneurial businesses 
graduating from the space will continue to thrive 
in downtown Flint, locating their businesses to 
surrounding buildings and commercial spaces," said 
Arwood.

Offering a full spectrum of services to all individuals 
and companies with a product, software, service or 
social venture at any stage in the business cycle, 
100K Ideas support will include idea validation, 
concept ideation, product development, prototyping, 
capitalization, market development, operations 
management and business formation.

“The most innovative aspect of 100K Ideas at the 
Ferris Wheel is how it incorporates so many aspects

Entrepreneurial Hub Coming to Downtown Flint

of the community,” said Phil Hagerman, CEO of 
Skypoint Ventures.

“From local university students gaining real job 
experience in their field by assisting inventors 
with bringing products from concept to market, to 
providing aspiring entrepreneurs in the community 
with access to workshops, competitions, boot camps 
and demo days through our partnership with U of 
M Flint,” said Hagerman. “With the success David 
achieved at Invent@NMU, we are eager to see the 
impact the Ferris Wheel will have across Flint.” 

Located at 615 South Saginaw Street, the newly 
dedicated Ferris Building will be comprised of 
co-working space, a conference center and retail 
service area to meet the needs of entrepreneurs at all 
levels.

The investment by the MSF allocates $1.5 million 
to the establishment of the Ferris Wheel Innovation 
Center Business Incubator Grant and $1 million

through the Michigan Community Revitalization 
Program to assist the redevelopment of the Ferris 
Building where the innovation center is housed. It 
is the latest in a series of efforts to foster long-term 
economic growth across in Flint.

Earlier this month, MSF approved approved a 
$450,000 performance-based grant to support an 
investment by Huntington Bank to create 60 new 
jobs and invest nearly $5.4 million in downtown. 
Huntington’s venture includes renovation 
to accommodate a call center at the former 
headquarters of First Merit, which the bank acquired 
in 2016. The building is located on Saginaw Street 
across from University of Michigan-Flint campus.

Today's approved initiative is supported by MEDC’s 
entrepreneur and innovation division, which is 
committed to making Michigan an ideal place 
to launch and grow a business by building and 
supporting a thriving entrepreneurial ecosystem 
across the state.

Courtesy Photo
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SAGINAW, Mich., April 12, 2017 /PRNewswire/ 
-- Helping inspire students to become interested in 
and pursue future high-demand science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) careers, Consumers 
Energy is again sponsoring the FIRST in Michigan 
robotics state championship being held at Saginaw 
State University's Ryder Center today through 
Saturday, April 15.

"At Consumers Energy we know how important 
STEM careers are, because this talent powers 
many areas of our company, and the future looks 
even brighter for these types of jobs. We want to 
help nurture students to develop their innovation, 
engineering, decision-making and team-building 
talents. Many of our recent STEM hires have prior 
robotics experience, so we know our support of this 
competition provides an excellent opportunity to 
inspire the next generation of Michigan leaders," 
said Patti Poppe, Consumers Energy's president and 
chief executive officer.

In 2016, Consumers Energy and the Consumers 
Energy Foundation contributed over $200,000 to 
support robotics teams and programs at elementary, 
middle and high schools throughout the state.

"Consumers Energy's support is about our mission 
to helping create sustainable FIRST Robotics 
teams at every school in Michigan. We want every 
interested school and student to be represented, from 
the largest to smallest schools, to those in rural areas 
and those that are under-resourced. We believe our 
commitment to STEM and robotics is making a 
difference for students, our state and company, now 
and in the future," Poppe said.

A total of 160 robotics teams from throughout 
Michigan will compete in Saginaw for a coveted 
spot at the FIRST Robotics world competition being 
held in St. Louis, MO April 26-29.

Encouraging STEM Talent, Consumers Energy Sponsors 
FIRST Robotics State Competition

Highlights of the four-day event include:

•	 Team competitions Wednesday-Saturday 
within the Ryder Center

•	 A Dean's List reception on Friday evening. 
Hosted by Consumers Energy with 
remarks by Poppe, where 125 robotics 
students will be recognized at this event 
named after Dean Kamen, founder of 
FIRST.

•	 A $5,000 World Class Performance from 
a Hometown Team Award given to the 
East Jackson Blue Ops robotics team by 
Consumers Energy. Also, two Super Team 
Awards sponsored by Consumers Energy 
in a collaborative effort to promote the 
Energy Industry in Michigan.

•	 Saturday opening ceremonies featuring 
remarks by Gov. Rick Snyder and 
Consumers Energy Senior Vice President 
Garrick Rochow. Other state legislators 
are also scheduled to visit teams 
throughout the day.

Consumers Energy, Michigan's largest utility, is the 
principal subsidiary of CMS Energy (NYSE: CMS), 
providing natural gas and electricity to 6.7 million 
of the state's 10 million residents in all 68 Lower 
Peninsula counties.

For more information about Consumers Energy, 
go to www.ConsumersEnergy.com.

Courtesy Photo
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Success. Shared.
Locally-owned businesses are  
the soul of our community, connecting 
heritage and history to the future.  
We’re honored to encourage 
the innovations by providing the 
connections on which your business 
depends. Because opportunity is better  
when everything works together. 

Wishing the Michigan Banner 
congratulations and continued 
success on your 13th anniversary.

© 2015 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

Wishing the Michigan Banner
congratulations and continued

success on your 14th anniversary.
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For more information or to register 
for one or more volunteer days,  

contact Alyssa at 989-753-5200 or                                    
alyssadeplonty@sshfh.org   
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APPRAISAL SERVICES
Clarence W. Osborne Jr.,
Certified General Appraiser
Residential and Commercial
989-746-9721
989-780-2088

AUTO
Garber Buick
5925 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-497-4444
Labadie Olds
711 S. Euclid
Bay City, MI 48706
Terry Reed, Sales Professional
989-667-2000 Ext. 341
Direct 989-460-0341
Fax 989-667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website www.labadieauto.com
McDonald Pontiac-GMC, Inc.
5155 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
Leon V. Washington
Sales & Leasing Professional
989-790-5155
Leonwa1@yahoo.com
Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Parys Liddell - Sales Consultant-Lincoln 
Certified Representative
989-792-2453

Jones Pre-Owned Auto Sales
3623 Dixie Highway
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-8120

AUTO DETAIL
Morningstar Auto Detail Shop
306 East Remington Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-482-6505

AUTO REPAIR
Saginaw Fleet Service
Wayne lewis - Manager
6273 Dixie Hwy.
Bridgeport, MI 48722
989-777-7010

BANK
Community State Bank
Offices in: Albee • Birch Run
Chesaning • Montrose • New Lothrop
Saginaw Loan Center • St. Charles
Thomas Township
www.gotocsb.com

BEAUTY
Imani Beauty Salon
Felicia Thomas
212 Federal Ave. (Downtown)
Saginaw, MI 48601

Reflections of U Too
Louise McKinnie, Owner
2103 Sheridan Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-753-4600
Unique Cuts & Massage
1502 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-327-2338
Unique Cuts II
3125 E. Holland
Saginaw, MI 48601
Unique Cuts III
4797 Dixie Hwy.
Saginaw, MI 48607
Unique Styles Beauty Salon
119 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

CLEANING SERVICES
Best Choice
Floor Maintenance & Carpet 
Cleaning
989-316-8327
bestchoicefmandcc@hotmail.com

DENTISTS
Jack W. Nash, DDS Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
1320 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-752-1200

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
Great Lakes Bay Michigan 
Works!
312 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989-752-3145
Fax 989-752-3075

FASHION
Where Did U Get That Hat? 
Specializing in Custom Designs 
“Sunday’s Best”
Yvonne Ellison/Milliner
Phone 989-529-4193
E-mail yeellison@aol.com

FINANCIAL
Team One Credit Union
520 Hayden Street
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-6575
888-288-3261
Wanigas Credit Union
1837 Bagley
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-759-5780

FLORISTS
Erika’s Flowers
214 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9330
www.erikasflowerssaginaw.com

FOOD & DINING
Spencer’s Route 46
Spence Dambro Proprietor
5530 Gratiot
Saginaw, MI 48638
989-793-3400
www.spencerfinefood.com

FUNERAL HOMES
Evans & Browne's Funeral Home
441 N. Jefferson Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-0481
www.evansbrownesfuneralhome.com

HEATING AND COOLING
HORIZON
Azola Williams
989-755-8650 Business
989-233-3295 Cell

HEALTH CARE SERVICES
ComForcare Home Care
515 N. Washington Ave.
Suite 404
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-752-5501
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

First Choice Staffing Agency
339 S. 25th Sreet
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 890-1659    (989) 714-7303
FirstChoiceStaffing15@gmail.com

Great Lakes PACE
3378 Fashion Square Blvd.
Saginaw MI 48603
Phone: 989-272-7610
Fax: 989-272-7669
www.greatlakespace.org

PHOTOGRAPHY
E. B. Studio
212 Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-397-4144

PUBLICATIONS
David Hall
Crimiel Publications LLC
POB 20061
Saginaw, Michigan 48602

RESTAURANTS
Rite Spot
1205 Lapeer
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-6001

RETAILERS
GREEKS “R” US
2203 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-4925
riggins52@charter.net

SHOE REPAIR
Morgans Shoe Repair
308 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9207

TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT
Buena Vista Charter Township
Dexter A. Mitchell
Township Manager
1160 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI 48601
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FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES   

Mel and Pearl Shaw | Courtesy Photo
 

There is an ideal board in the consciousness of 
many nonprofit leaders. It often involves members 
who are engaged in governance and fundraising; 
who advocate for the organization; and serve as 
community ambassadors building relationships 
and partnerships. These ideal board members are 
well connected with time to spare. They magically 
appear, need no support or attention, and easily 
attract others of like-mind.

In reality, too many nonprofit boards are far from 
this ideal. The directors who report to these boards 
are pulled in many directions, forced to “wear many 
hats,” and struggling with too much to do and too 
few resources. Building and sustaining an engaged 
board is another item on a never-ending to-do list. 
It’s one of many items that are moved to “next 
week.” 

The dream of an ideal board co-exists with actions 
that will eventually de-energize even the most 
engaged board. While energizing your board will 
require time and attention, we can offer an easier 
alternative: five ways to de-energize your board. 
As you can imagine, many of these are easy to 
implement. 

1.	 Fail to communicate. There are many ways 
to accomplish this. These include changing 
the date and time of the board meeting, and 
changing it often, with little notice. Present 
inaccurate data with information that is 
confusing with internal inconsistencies. 
Send materials to board members at the last 
minute. Send them by email with 10 different 
attachments that need to be opened individually.  

2.	 Fail to resolve issues as they arise. Continue 
discussion on low-priority items for several 
months. Contribute to ongoing “issues” by 
being evasive and inaccessible. Don’t worry 
about distributing minutes and reports in a 
timely manner. Don’t proofread materials. 

3.	 Ignore suggestions and offers of assistance 
provided by board members. Let them bring 
up their ideas meeting after meeting. Eventually 
they will stop. Prohibit staff from following up 
with board members, and actively discourage 
initiatives that board members want to organize 
independently.

4.	 Use the same agenda for 
each meeting: keep 
it full of reports 
from staff. Don’t 
allow time for 
board members to 
engage and provide 
input. Don’t let the 
board chair create the 
agenda, set meeting 
dates, or set goals for 
board involvement. 
Don’t meet with the chair 
in-between meetings.

5.	 Recruit community leaders and then ignore 
their capabilities and connections. Stay busy so 
you don’t have time to learn the resources and 
funding that board members can give, raise or 
attract. Fail to plan and then ask for help at the 
last minute when the timeframe is unrealistic 
and the chances of success are slim. Increase the 
likelihood of disillusionment by failing to define 
goals, roles and responsibilities. And when 
you do define these, do it on your own without 
consulting the board. Don’t collaborate.

These are five ways to ensure poor attendance, 
boring meetings, and a de-energized board. It 
doesn’t have to be this way, but you will have to 
do something to change the situation. Ideally you 
will take action with your board. Together you can 
reenergize. 

5Ways to de-energize your board

Copyright 2017 – Mel and Pearl Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are authors of four books on fundraising available on 
Amazon.com. For help growing your fundraising visit www.saadandshaw.com 
or call (901) 522-8727.



PAGE 22
The Michigan Banner

First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper APRIL 16, 2017

301 E. Genesee Ave. Suite 201., Saginaw MI 48607      |      989-992-2600       |       themichiganbanner.com

EDUCATION

More than two hours away from her house, Alina 
DeVoogd feels completely at “home.”

The Algonac High School senior is among the 
nearly 5,000 high school students attending the 
statewide FIRST Robotics competition hosted by 
Saginaw Valley State University this week. From 
Thursday to Saturday, April 13-15, 160 teams 
from Michigan — from Adrian to Zeeland — are 
competing against each other using autonomous and 
remote-controlled robots piloted by students.

The occasion converged two of the things DeVoogd 
has “fallen in love with”: the high school robotics 
competition that has captured her imagination and 
attention for two years, and the university she plans 
to attend in the fall.

“I was so excited when I heard SVSU would be 
hosting FIRST for the first time this year,” she said. 

“I thought that was the perfect combination. The 
environments for both have a lot in common: 
There’s real energy and both have such caring 
people. They both make you feel like you’re at 
home.”

DeVoogd’s excitement for the team-up was strong 
enough that she attended the Thursday-through-
Sunday competition despite the fact her team, 
Algonac High School’s Full Metal Muskrats, did 
not advance beyond the regional tournaments that 
preceded the SVSU-hosted contest.

“I couldn’t miss this,” she said.

DeVoogd first fell for FIRST Robotics when her 
high school created the Muskrats team two years 
ago. She signed up as part of the group’s marketing 
team, charged with promoting the team and seeking 
funds. The fit was perfect for the future marketing
major at SVSU.

FIRST Robotics Student Enjoys Competition at SVSU,
Her Future College Home

“It was a great opportunity I couldn’t pass up,” she 
said.

This year, DeVoogd helped the Muskrats secure 
sponsorships from NASA, Ford Motor Co., Lowe’s 
Home Improvement, and a few local businesses 
from her hometown, she said.

“Building the robots is very expensive, so every bit 
helps,” she said.

One sponsor donated a 3-D printer for the team’s 
purposes.

“I fell in love with the FIRST Robotics community 
and environment,” she said. “The constant kindness 
you find on these FIRST teams is incredible.”

DeVoogd said she expects to remain involved in 
FIRST Robotics as a mentor after she graduates 
from high school.

“It makes me happy to help others,” she said. 

That same characteristic was partly what attracted 
her to SVSU. She was familiar with the university 
because of a friend who attended the institution. 
After participating in a campus tour, DeVoogd was 
sold that SVSU was a perfect fit for her.

“I really loved the feel of the environment,” said 
DeVoogd, who earned the university’s President’s 
Scholarship and plans to live on campus. “It was 
a place where I could tell the faculty really cared 
about the students. It felt comfortable.”

DeVoogd said she hopes the high school students 
attending this week’s competition are inspired by 
the shared values of FIRST Robotics and SVSU.

“I hope they fall in love with both too,” she said. “I 
hope they feel like this isn’t someplace that you go 
to just walk through: It’s like home.”

Courtesy Photo
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Delta College has joined the Community College 
Equity Assessment Lab (CCEAL) National 
Consortium on College Men of Color (NCCMC). 
Participation in the NCCMC will enhance our 
commitment to improving the success of historically 
underrepresented and underserved students, 
including men of color.

Despite programs designed to enhance outcomes 
for men of color, in the United States only 17% and 
15% of Black and Latino men, respectively, earn 
a certificate, degree, or transfer from a community 
college to a four-year institution in six years. 
Figures for men from other ethnic groups (e.g., 
Native American, Southeast Asian) also indicate an 
insurmountable need for improvement.

To combat this achievement gap, the NCCMC 
facilitates an exchange of ideas between community 
colleges across the nation on how best to serve men 
of color in our educational institutions. Community 
colleges convene to share their efforts and learn 
about new strategies for enhancing the success of 
men of color.

Delta College Commits to Improving the Success of 
College Men of Color

“Delta College’s engagement in the NCCMC will 
enhance professional development for faculty and 
staff, enable informed interventions for our current 
programs serving men of color and inspire new 
initiatives addressing challenges facing these men,” 
said Carlos McMath, Coordinator of Delta College 
Diversity Services.  

“This innovative group of college leaders will be 
instrumental in implementing cutting-edge practices 
and policies to address the achievement gap facing 
underrepresented men,” said Dr. J. Luke Wood, co-
director of CCEAL.

Launched in February 2015, the CCEAL has already 
seen much success in information-sharing between 
community colleges. An average of more than 1,000 
consortium members participates in each webinar.

“It is inspiring to see educators collaborate and 
openly share innovative ideas for serving men of 
color,” said Frank Harris III, co-director of CCEAL. 
“We look forward to the future of CCEAL and the 
future success of men of color.”

As a NCCMC member, 
Delta College will 
receive these benefits:

•	 Access to monthly webinars

•	 Participation in information 
sharing sessions

•	 Discounted rate to participate 
in the annual working group 
meeting

•	 Free access to assessment tools 
(Male Program Assessment 
for College Excellence, 
Community College Student 
Success Inventory)

•	 Discounted rate for CCEAL's 
flagship institutional 
assessment package 
(Community College Success 
Measure, Community College 
Instructional Development 
Inventory, and Community 
College Staff Development 
Inventory)

istockphoto.com
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COMMUNITY   

Zehnder’s has been host to ragtime 
performers from around the United States 
and Canada for over 22 years. Come and 
enjoy ragtime music performed by our 
featured pianist, Bob Milne and other world 
reknown musicians.

Events for 2017 include:

•	 Dinner Concert on Wednesday

•	 Lunch Concerts on Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday

•	 Saturday Evening Grand Finale 
Dinner and Concert

•	 Vaudeville Night – Thursday

•	 Friday Night Picnic

•	 Educational Seminar – Friday

Zehnder’s 23rd Annual
Ragtime Festival

Wednesday, April 26
6:00 p.m. – Family Style Chicken Dinner
7:30 p.m. – 90-minute concert featuring:
Jeff Barnhart, Bob Milne, Dave Majchrzak & Bob 
Seeley
$42.00 per person, complete

Thursday, April 27
11:30 a.m. – Plated Lunch – Served at Table
1:00 p.m. – 90-minute concert featuring:
Bob Seeley, Dave Majchrzak & Bob Milne
$39.00 per person, complete

7:00 p.m. – Vaudeville Night (concert 7 – 9:30 p.m. 
with intermission)
Featuring: Jeff Barnhart, Fred “Mickey” Finn & 
Cathy Reilly, & Bob Milne
$25.00 per person

Friday, April 28
11:30 a.m. – Lunch Served Family Style at Table
1:00 p.m. – 90-minute concert featuring:
Jeff Barnhart, Dan Souvigny & Bob Milne
$39.00 per person, complete

6:30 p.m. – Friday Night Picnic (Very Casual 
with Picnic Food Stations)
Music by: Fred “Mickey” Finn & Cathy Reilly, 
Bob Milne & Jeff Barnhart and new for 2017 
“Amateur Showcase”
$32.00 per person, complete

Saturday, April 29
11:30 a.m. – Lunch Served Family Style at Table
1:00 p.m. – 90-minute concert featuring:
Jeff Barnhart, Fred “Mickey” Finn & Cathy 
Reilly & Bob Milne
$39.00 per person, complete

Saturday Evening Festival Grand Finale
6:00 p.m. – Three-Meat Dinner Buffet
7:30 p.m. – Two Hour Concert Featuring:
Jeff Barnhart, Fred “Mickey” Finn & Cathy 
Reilly, Dan Souvigny and Bob Milne
$55 per person, complete

Enjoy Special Meals Prepared Especially For You By Zehnder’s Certified 
Chefs. Tickets are required for most events and prices vary. Please call 800-
863-7999, ext. 450 for more information or for reservations.

Courtesy Photo
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(FLINT, Mich., April 10, 2017) – Jackson Pollock, 
Pablo Picasso and Dale Chihuly are just some of the 
master artists that YouthQuest students have been 
studying in preparation for ArtQuest, an annual art 
exhibition hosted by the afterschool and summer 
enrichment program.

As part of this year’s theme, “Meet the Masters,” 
YouthQuest students have learned about the history 
of a different artist each month, and then applied that 
artist’s techniques to projects of their own. More 
than 1,000 of the resulting pieces will be on display 
during ArtQuest, which will be held at Diplomat’s 
Corporate Headquarters, at 4100 Saginaw St., Flint.

“If we want to foster creativity, critical thinking and 
inventiveness among our children and teens, then 
teaching the arts is a must,” said LaKeitha Givens, 
Program Director for YouthQuest, which serves 
more than 2,000 students in Flint and Genesee 
County each year. “Considering the important role 
art has on a child’s development, we are committed 
to providing students with quality, hands-on art 
projects, music lessons and clubs that promote 
dance and other enrichment activities.”

In addition to art and enrichment activities, 
YouthQuest also places emphasis on academic 
support, STEM (science, technology, engineering 
and math), physical fitness, nutrition, youth 
development and leadership, and family and 
community engagement.

Over the course of ArtQuest, more than 1,500 
students will visit Diplomat to see their art on 
display. They will also participate in a variety of 
make-and-take activities and watch and/or perform 
in live performances of African drumming, violin 
and more.

The program will also bring in “local masters” 
– including Jordan Barnett, Kate Costea, Ryan 
Gregory and Lavarne Ross – for live demonstrations 
of their work.

Public Invited to ‘Meet the Masters’ During 2017 ArtQuest Exhibition

“ArtQuest presents a great opportunity for students 
to engage and connect with the community as they 
show off their hard work,” said Rhetta Hunyady, 
Vice President of Education & Training at the Flint 
& Genesee Chamber of Commerce, which manages 
YouthQuest. “We encourage the public to ask 
questions like, ‘Who was your favorite artist to learn 
about, and why?’”

Courtesy Photo

The exhibition will 
be open to the public 

from 4-6 p.m. each day. 
Admission is free.

For more information 
about YouthQuest, visit 

www.yquest.org.
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Sabrina 
Beeman-Jackson

Saginaw ISD Head 
Start/Early Head 

Start Program 
Director

About Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Established in 1965, Head 
Start promotes school readiness 
for children, ages three to five, 
in low-income families by 
offering educational, nutritional, 
health, social and other services.

Head Start programs promote 
school readiness by enhancing the 
social and cognitive development 
of children through the provision 
of educational, health, nutritional, 
social and other services to 
enrolled children and families.

Early Head Start, launched 
in 1995, provides support to 
low-income infants, toddlers, 
pregnant women and their 
families.

EHS programs enhance 
children’s physical, social, 
emotional, and intellectual 
development; assist pregnant 
women to access 
comprehensive prenatal and 
postpartum care; support 
parents’ efforts to fulfill their 
parental roles; and help parents 
move toward self-sufficiency.

Together Head Start and 
Early Head Start have served 
tens of millions of children 
and their families.

At Saginaw ISD Head Start 
our attentive staff is available 
Monday through Friday to 
answer all your questions and 
make every effort to ensure you 
are 100 percent satisfied.

“Our mission is to provide high 
quality services, developing school 

readiness and family empowerment 
for prenatal to age five children and 
families by working in partnership 
with parents and the community.”

-Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

Saginaw ISD Head Start
Claytor Administrative Building

3200 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone 989.752.2193
Fax 989.921.7146

Office Hours
Monday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Friday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

For additional information concerning
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Head Start 
graduates are more 

likely to graduate 
from high school 
and less likely to 

need special 
education, repeat a 

grade, or commit 
crimes in 

adolescence.”
 Joe Baca, former 

Dem. Calif. 
Congrmn., Dist. 43.
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On Friday, April 28, the Flint & Genesee Chamber 
of Commerce will host a free job and resource fair 
for adults ages 18 and older.

The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Baker College of Flint, and is open to the general 
public.

Up to 25 employers seeking to fill entry-level 
positions will be on-site. Confirmed employers 
include:

•	 AFLAC

•	 AMI Contracting

•	 Carpetland USA

•	 CL Ward Brothers

•	 Comfort Keepers

•	 Dort Federal Credit Union

•	 International Union of Painters & Allied Trades

•	 Mass Transportation Authority

•	 Miller Industries

•	 PMC (Placement Management Center)

•	 Qualified Staffing

•	 Speedway

•	 Teachout Security Solutions

•	 The Home Depot

•	 Trion Solutions

•	 Halo Country – Halo Burger

•	 PrintComm/Marketing Solutions

•	 Randy Wise Automotive

•	 S. Truck Driver Training School

•	 YouthQuest

Looking for a Job? Don’t Miss this Opportunity!
Beyond on-the-spot interviews, the event will also 
offer access to a variety of community resources, 
career preparation services, health care information, 
hair care services and more. Participating businesses 
and agencies include:

•	 Department of Health & Human Services

•	 Genesee County Health Department

•	 Genesee Health System

•	 Greater Flint Health Coalition

•	 GST MIWorks!

•	 MPowering My Success (University of 
Michigan-Flint)

•	 Park Place Hair Studio

•	 Secretary of State

•	 State of Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Resources

Interested in attending? Be sure 
to dress professionally and bring 
multiple copies of your resume.

Job seekers are encouraged to 
pre-register for the job fair by 
Friday, April 21, 2017. To do this, 
fill out the form located at www.
flintandgenesee.org/education-
training/job-fair/
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The Saginaw County Community Action Committee 
(CAC) held its 9 th Annual Walk for Warmth on 
FEBRUARY 18, 2017. The event focused on raising 
awareness and proceeds toward emergency heating 
assistance for elderly and low-income Saginaw 
county residents.

More than 150 walkers came out in support of the 
event and $11,000 was raised! Brenda F. Moore 
said “It was a fun, family event and a wonderful 
way for the community to help with an important 
cause affecting Saginaw County residents” She is 
the Board Chair of the Saginaw County Community 
Action Committee.

Walkers were challenged to form teams to raise 
money for the walk. We recognize first and second 
place teams. Our two teams were: Full Gospel Holy 
Temple – 1 st Place; and STARS – 2 nd Place.

Among the sponsors for the event this year were: 
the Garber Management Group, Isabella Bank, 
Consumers Energy Co., Molina Health Care, 
STARS, Catholic Federal Credit Union and United 
Financial Credit Union. Food and miscellaneous 
sponsors included McDonald’s Restaurant-South 
Michigan, Kroger’s-Gratiot, Walmart-Brockway, Dr. 
Delicia Pruitt, Jonnie-on- the-Spot and All Events 
Tents.

Donations are still accepted online at www.
saginawcac.org. Big or small, each donation 
helps! Planning is in motion for the 10 th Annual 
Walk scheduled February 17, 2018. Volunteers are 
welcome to join us. Save the date!

The Saginaw County Community Action 
Committee, located at 2824 Perkins Street in 
Saginaw improves lives by breaking the cycle of 
poverty and allowing individuals to lead sustainable 
and productive lives. We offer a wide array of 
services and programs. More information can be 
found at Saginawcac.org or by contacting CAC at 
(989) 753-7741.

Saginaw County Community Action Committee (CAC) Holds 
9th Annual Walk for Warmth

Photos courtesy of Saginaw CAC
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Spencer’s Restaurant
5530 Gratiot Road

between M-47 & Center Rd. in Saginaw, MI
989.793.4500

www.spencersroute46.com

NOW OPEN EVERYDAY at 4pm
Spencer Dambro, Owner

Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road

Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone – 989.792.1700  Ext. 123           Fax – 989.792.0599

Mobile – 989.280.0114          Email – Bparker@saginawvalleyflm.com

B. Wendell Parker
Certified Ford Lincoln Sales Professional

Thanks Mr. and Mrs. Brown for your Business.  
Birdie Brown thanks for the referral.

Terry Reed
Sales Professional - Used Cars

Phone (989) 667-2000 Ext 341
Direct (989) 460-0341 

Fax (989) 667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com

Website www.labadieauto.com
Labadie Buick Cadillac GMC  •  711 S. Euclid Avenue  •  Bay City, MI 48706

GoGarber.com

The Great Lakes
   Bay Region
     Does Better
      with Garber.

“As a business owner in the Great Lakes Bay Region,  having such
  a reliable dealer in the area is a tremendous asset.  Whether I am
  searching for dependable personal or company vehicles, I know
  I can always look to Garber for their top of the line service and
  selection.  They don’t stop with great personal service, the Garber
  family takes great pride in being a member of this community, a
  quality that I greatly admire.  I have been a customer for many
  years and look forward to many more with Garber Automotive.
  It matters where I buy my car.  That’s why I buy from Garber!”

  Brandon J. Bordeaux, Chairman/CEO 
  Caravan Facilities Management, LLC

“As a business owner in the Great Lakes Bay Region,  having such
  a reliable dealer in the area is a tremendous asset.  Whether I am
  searching for dependable personal or company vehicles, I know
  I can always look to Garber for their top of the line service and
  selection.  They don’t stop with great personal service, the Garber
  family takes great pride in being a member of this community, a
  quality that I greatly admire.  I have been a customer for many
years and look forward to many more with Garber Automotive.

  It matters where I buy my car.  That’s why I buy from Garber!”

Brandon J. Bordeaux, Chairman/CEO

GoGarber.com

Brandon J. Bordeaux, Chairman/CEO 
 Caravan Facilities Management, LLC



PAGE 30
The Michigan Banner

First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper APRIL 16, 2017

301 E. Genesee Ave. Suite 201., Saginaw MI 48607      |      989-992-2600       |       themichiganbanner.com

Congressman Dan Kildee (MI-05) announced today 
that the 2017 Congressional Art Competition has 
begun, encouraging all high school students (grades 
9-12) who live in the Fifth Congressional District to 
submit artwork for the competition.

“I am happy to announce this year’s Congressional 
Art Competition in Michigan’s Fifth District. 
The competition provides an opportunity for 
student’s across the country to showcase their 
artistic expression and bring their talent to the 
nation’s capital,” Congressman Kildee said. 
“Our community is diverse and creative, and it’s 
important to provide opportunities for young people 
to express themselves. We are fortunate to have 
great art institutions and museums in our district, 
and I’m excited to have a piece of Michigan artwork 
in Washington, D.C.”

The first place winner will be invited to attend a 
ribbon cutting and winners reception in Washington 
in June. The student artwork will be on display for 
one year in the Cannon Tunnel to the U.S. Capitol 
along with the winners from other congressional 
districts across the country.

Each spring, a nationwide high school arts 
competition is sponsored by the members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives Congressional Art 
Caucus. The contest is an opportunity to recognize 
and encourage the artistic talent in the nation and in 
the Fifth Congressional District. An online gallery 
of last year’s artwork can be found here. Last year’s 
winner was Pinconning Area High School senior 
Dedrianna Goretcki. The winning piece was a 
mixed media portrait entitled “Best Friends Eye.” A 
high resolution photo of Goretcki’s artwork can be 
viewed at http://www.house.gov/content/educate/
art_competition.

Congressman Dan Kildee Announces 2017 Congressional 
Art Competition

The artwork must be two-dimensional and can be 
no larger than 26 inches high, 26 inches wide and 4 
inches deep, including the frame. No framed piece 
should weigh more than 15 pounds. Along with the 
artwork, each entrant must securely attach a Student 
Information and Release Form to the back of the 
artwork. More information can be viewed http://
dankildee.house.gov/services/art-competition.

All art submissions must follow the art competition 
guidelines and be submitted no later than Monday, 
May 1, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. ET. Art can be dropped 
off at Congressman Kildee’s district office at 111 
S. Saginaw St., #3B, in Flint. Students can also call 
Congressman Kildee’s office at (810) 238-8627 to 
schedule a time for entries to be delivered to staff 
during mobile office hours in Bay, Saginaw, Arenac 
or Iosco Counties.

For more information, please visit http://dankildee.
house.gov/services/art-competition or call 
Congressman Kildee’s office at (810) 238-8627.

Art works entered in the contest can be no 
larger than 26″ x 26″ x 4″ when framed.
The art work may be:

•	 Paintings – including oil, acrylics, and 
watercolor

•	 Drawings – including pastels, colored 
pencil, pencil, charcoal, ink, and markers

•	 Collage
•	 Prints – including lithographs, silkscreen, 

and block prints
•	 Mixed Media
•	 Computer Generated Art
•	 Photography

Select 2016 Winners
from Michigan

Tanzanian
by Matthew Lewis

The Journey
by Jillian Oberts..........................................

.............
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bank local. bank anywhere
   isabellabank.com       800.651.9111         isabellabankmi

We offer low mortgage rates to build, buy, 
or refinance your home — with a variety of 
financing options to fit your family’s needs. Our 
experienced lenders know the Mid-Michigan 
market and will guide you through every step 
of the process.
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 Saginaw-Shiawassee

CAN Council Saginaw County
1311 N. Michigan Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-752-7226 / fax 989-752-2777
www.cancouncil.org

The New Ezekiel Project
jamie@theezekielproject.com
P.O. Box 3470
Saginaw, MI 48605-3470
Phone: 989-755-1620
Fax: 989-755-4038
www.theezekielproject.com

Good Neighbors Mission
1318 Cherry Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-399-9918

Great Lakes PACE
3378 Fashion Square Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone: 989-272-7610
Fax: 989-272-7669
www.greatlakespace.org
jdarby@greatlakespace.org

Great Lakes Bay Health Centers
501 Lapeer Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-759-6400

Houghton-Jones Task Force
1708 Johnson Street
Saginaw, MI
989-752-1660

Lighthouse Outreach Center
808 James Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-928-9096

Mobile Medical Response
834 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-758-2900

Samaritas Community Center
3145 Russell Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-5805

Pit and Balcony Theatre
805 N. Hamilton
Saginaw, MI 48602
www.pitandbalconytheatre.com
989-754-6587
pitandbalconytheatre@yahoo.com

Public Libraries of Saginaw Butman-Fish, 
Hoyt, Wickes & Zauel Libraries
505 Janes Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0904
www.saginawlibrary.org

Restoration Community Outreach
1205 Norman
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-1886 / fax 989-753-2880
Email: rcosag@yahoo.com

Saginaw County Business & Education 
Partnership
1213 South Washington Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-399-0016

Saginaw County Community Action 
Agency, Inc. (CAC)
2824 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7741

The Saginaw Community Foundation
1 Tuscola, Suite 100
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0545



PAGE 37
The Michigan Banner

First Great Lakes Bay Regional NewspaperAPRIL 16, 2017

301 E. Genesee Ave. Suite 201., Saginaw MI 48607      |      989-992-2600       |       themichiganbanner.com

A MET 529 prepaid college savings plan makes a great holiday gift. Buy college credits for the 
future at today’s prices and we’ll waive the $25 enrollment fee. Use coupon code: 2017MPA www.SETwithMET.com

They’ll need to go to college...

16-MET-0157-PrintAdRefreshandResizes-MPA-9.5x5.5_PP.indd   1 11/22/16   4:43 PM
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Bethel AME Church
Pastor P. David Saunders
535 Cathay St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-7011

Bread of Life Harvest Center
Seniro Pastor Rodney J. McTaggart
3726 Fortune Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-790-7933

Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson
3317 Lapeer Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2444

Christ Fellowship Baptist Church
Rev. Robert Davis, Jr. 
818 N. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-4435
PastorD818@gmail.com

Corinthian Baptist Church
Pastor Roy L. Manning
104 S. 10th St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-1820

Faith Harvest Church
Bishop Ronald E. Chipp
1734 N. Mason
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-4200
Website: www.faithharvestministry.org
E-mail: office@faithharvestministry.
org

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-3212

Greater Renaissance
Pastor Cedric R. Cheatham
1535 S. Warren Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-1455
260-515-6456

Greater Williams Temple
Bishop H.J. Williams
4095 Windmere Dr.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-755-5291

Jacob's Ladder
Pastor Dempsey Allen
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-6601

Life in Christ Ministries
Pastor Dennis Cotton, Sr.
2915 S. Washington Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-4465
LifeInChristMinistries07@gmail.com

Messiah Missionary Baptist Church
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
Pastor Otis Washington
Phone: 989-777-2636
Fax: 989-777-2640
E-mail: messiahmbc@att.net
Website: www.messiahsag.org

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Pastor Marvin T. Smith
1114 N. 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-8064

New Beginnings Life 
Changing Ministries
Pastor Otis Dickens
2312 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-3650

New Birth Missionary 
Baptist
Pastor Larry D. Camel
3121 Sheridan
Saginaw, Michigan
989-327-1755

New Covenant Christian 
Center
Pastor Ron Frierson
2395 S. Outer Drive
Saginaw, MI 48601
752-8485

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey
1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7600

New Life Baptist Church
Pastor Rufus Bradley
1401 Janes St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-1151

New Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
Pastor Alfred "AJ" Harris Jr.
3610 Russel St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-0801

Ninth Street Community Church
Pastor William L. Scott Jr.
Assistant Pastor Rex Jones

1118 N. 9th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-7366

Prince of Peace Baptist Church
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2841
Pastor Robert C. Corley Jr.

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
Pastor Connie Sassanella
915 Federal Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone: 989-754-0489
Worship: 9:30 AM
stjohnlutheranelcasaginaw.weebly.com

Saginaw Valley Community
Pastor Richard Sayad
3660 Hermansau
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-752-4769

St. Lukes CME Church
1121 Tusola
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0351

The Potters Touch Ministries
Pastor Kareem J. Bowen
1402 North 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-9406
facebook.com/ThePottersTouch

Transforming Life 
Ministries
Pastor William Brown
3024 South Washington 
Avenue

Saginaw, MI 48601-4353
989-754-9573

True Vine Baptist Church
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-0751

Victorious Belivers Ministries Church
Rev. Christopher V. Pryor
624 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI
989-755-7692

Wolverine State Baptist Church
615 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

World Outreach Campus of Greater 
Coleman Temple Ministries
Supt. H.J. Coleman Jr.
2405 Bay Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-752-7957

Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor Rodrick Smith
721 Johnson
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-9621
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POLITICS & PUBLIC POLICY   

Congressman Dan Kildee (MI-05) today expressed 
his “strong opposition” to Nestlé North America’s 
(Nestlé) request for a permit to dramatically increase 
its groundwater withdrawals in Evart Township, 
Mich. In a letter sent to the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, Congressman Kildee urged 
the state to reject the permit application because, 
according to scientific experts, “it would have 
damaging and negative impacts to the environment 
and wildlife in Michigan.”

“I support Nestlé’s desire to create jobs in Michigan, 
but not at the cost of damaging our environment and 
depleting our state’s water resources,” Congressman 
Kildee said.

Congressman Dan Kildee: State of Michigan Should Reject 
Nestlé Water Withdrawal Permit

“In Michigan, tourism, hunting and fishing generate 
billions in annual economic activity and support 
hundreds of thousands of good-paying jobs in 
Michigan. Thus, putting our freshwater resources at 
jeopardy threatens our economy and way of life.”

On Wednesday, hundreds of people attended a 
public hearing in Big Rapids, where most voiced 
their opposition to Nestlé’s plan. Nestlé is seeking a 
state permit to increase the amount of water it takes 
out of the ground from 250 gallons per minute to 
400 gallons per minute. According to Nestlé’s own 
studies, the proposed water withdrawal will have a 
direct impact on surface wetlands due to the local 
geology.

“I am concerned that Nestlé is seeking to rush this 
proposal through without much public input. It is 
unfortunate that Nestlé is more concerned with 
corporate profits over protecting natural resources 
that support our state’s economy, jobs and way of 
life,” Congressman Kildee continued.

A full copy of Congressman Kildee’s letter 
can be viewed at http://dankildee.house.
gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/4-13-17-
Comments-to-MDEQ-on-Nestle-Water-
Feighner.pdf

Congressman Dan Kildee (MI-05) will host 
coffee hours in Iosco Countycounties to meet with 
constituents directly.

The coffee hour event is free and open to the public. 
Local residents are encouraged to attend and discuss 
their opinions face-to-face with Congressman 
Kildee.

WHO:           Congressman Dan Kildee

WHAT:         Coffee hour with constituents

WHERE:      G’s Pizza, 5266 South US 23	          	
	           Oscoda Township 48750

WHEN:         April 20, 2017
	           10:30 – 11:30 a.m. ET

Congressman 
Dan Kildee to 
Host Coffee 
Hours in Iosco 
County

istockphoto.com
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Public Notice
Buena Vista Charter 

Township

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Public Accuracy Test for the 

May 2, 2017 Special Election has 
been scheduled for Tuesday, April 
25, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. at the Buena 

Vista Twp. Clerk’s Office
1160 S. Outer Drive
Saginaw, MI 48601

The Public Accuracy Test is 
conducted to demonstrate that the 
program and computer that will be 
used to tabulate the results of the 
election, counts the votes in the 

manner prescribed by law.

Barbara Campbell, Clerk
Buena Vista Charter Township

MI-TIME Line Expands 
to Saginaw and Five 
Additional Offices

Six additional Secretary of State offices now offer the innovative 
MI-TIME Line service that allows customers to use their phones 
or computers to make appointments or hold their place in line.

The system is now in 30 offices statewide, including the newest 
locations in Saginaw (Bay Road), Ann Arbor, Oak Park, Sterling 
Heights, Portage and Muskegon.

What is MI-TIME Line?

You can make an appointment or hold your spot in line at 
Secretary of State MI-TIME Line participating offices by using 
your phone or the Web. When your turn in line nears, you will be 
alerted via text message or call. You can also use the red kiosk in 
these offices to get a paper ticket or to receive a call or text sent to 
your phone.
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SPORTS

MIDLAND, Mich. - On an afternoon where the 
temperatures warmed into the mid-70's, the bats for 
the Great Lakes Loons followed suit as the hosts 
cruised to a 7-1 win over the Dayton Dragons on 
Saturday at Dow Diamond. For the Loons (3-7), 
who had four players with multi-hit games, it was 
the first win at home in the 2017 season.

Brendon Davis and Mitchell Hansen each had 
three hits, including a triple for both, while Davis 
continued his hot start to the new campaign as his 
batting average has now risen to .444 (12-for-27). 
The young shortstop's average ranks 13th in Minor 
League Baseball, while he leads the MiLB in on-
base percentage at .595.

First Win for Loons at Home
Rincon now leading the MWL in both major power categories

Already leading the Midwest League in home runs 
entering play today, Carlos Rincon rocketed another 
ball out of the ballpark in the 1st inning for his fifth 
long ball of the season. Rincon now also leads the 
league with 11 runs batted in. The Central Michigan 
University product Zach McKinstry scored three 
runs as he went 2-for-3 with a home run and two 
walks.

A.J. Alexy, despite being on a strict pitch count, 
dazzled in 2.2 innings of work striking out five 
batters while allowing one run on two hits in his first 
start for the Loons. Drafted in the 11th round by the 
Los Angeles Dodgers last year, the righty has been 
solid in his two outings despite his youth (18 years 
old). Willian Soto (W, 2-0), Lenix Osuna and Jose 

testSantos kept Dayton off the board over the final 
6.1 innings out of the bullpen.

The 13 hits for the Loons were the most in a game 
this season, along with the 11 combined strikeouts 
from the pitching staff.

James Vasquez was the lone Dragons player with a 
multi-hit game going 2-for-4, while Andrew Jordan 
(L, 1-1) was saddled with allowing four runs on six 
hits over three innings in his start for Dayton (7-3).

All 16 teams in the MWL will observe the first 
official off day of the season on Easter Sunday. The 
Loons head to Indiana on Monday for a three-game 
series with South Bend Cubs. Each game will begin 
at 7:05 p.m. and carried live on ESPN 100.9-FM 
with Chris Vosters and Brad Tunney. The Loons 
return to Dow Diamond on Thursday when they 
begin a seven-game homestand. The Fort Wayne 
TinCaps and Lake County Captains will make their 
first trips of the season to Midland.

The 2016 Midwest League Champions and hosts 
of the 2017 MWL All-Star Game presented by 
GoGreat.com have been a Single-A partner of the 
Los Angeles Dodgers since the team's inception in 
2007. For tickets and more information about the 
Great Lakes Loons, call 989-837-BALL or visit 
Loons.com.

Courtesy Photo: Loons outfielder Carlos Rincon smashes his 5th home run of the season. He now leads the MWL in 
both HR and RBI (11). (Alex Seder)

Great Lakes 7

Dayton 1
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Five Ways to Enjoy Michigan Golf This summer
1. Tee-it-up where the professionals play.
It’s not very often that golfers can play the same golf courses that the pros play, but at Harbor Shores Golf Club, site of the recent Sr. PGA Championship presented 
by KitchenAid, you can drive the same fairways and hit the same shots into the greens on this public Jack Nicklaus designed layout. Also checkout the new Inn at 
Harbor Shores and make it a golf package.

2. Play a golf course forwards and then backwards in reverse.
Inspired by the Old Course at St. Andrews, where more than 200-years ago the course was designed to be played in reverse during the winter to help with 
maintenance, world-renowned golf course architect, Tom Doak, has designed the first reversible golf course of its kind in the U.S. The Loop at Forest Dunes in 
Roscommon is a reversible routing that will alternate directions on a daily basis allowing golfers to play it clockwise (Black) one day, then counter-clockwise (Red) 
the next day. Combine the original Forest Dunes course and this will be a one of a kind 54-hole golf package experience.

3. Play nine holes or a short course
With golf looking for ways to grow the game and get more people to participate, playing nine-holes or shorter courses has become a popular thing to do. Below are 
ten fun 9-hole and shorter courses around Michigan to experience.

•	 The Miners Short Course at The Mines, Grand Rapids
•	 Threetops – Par 3 Course, Gaylord
•	 Mountain Flowers– Homestead Resort, Glen Arbor
•	 Woodside Golf Course, Lansing
•	 Wawashkamo Golf Club, Mackinac Island
•	 St. Ignace Golf & Country Club, St. Ignace
•	 Elk Rapids Golf Club, Elk Rapids
•	 Strategic Fox at Fox Hills, Plymouth 
•	 Les Cheneaux Golf Club, Cedarville 
•	 Charlevoix Golf Club, Charlevoix
•	 Shadow Ridge, Ionia

4. Take a lesson or visit a golf school.
Golfers looking to improve their game have plenty of options for golf instruction in Michigan. Golfers in metro Detroit, make sure to check out Carl’s Golfland and 
its Performance Center for both lessons and club-fitting. Golfers will find a similar experience in Ann Arbor at Miles of Golf. Other top instructors and academy’s 
in southern Michigan include Jason Guss at Hawk Hollow, one of Golf Digest’s Best Young Teachers and the Rick Smith Golf Academy at Oakland University.

Golfers looking to combine some golf instruction with a golf trip can check out some of the resorts in northern Michigan like the Dave Pelz Short Game School 
at the Homestead, Crystal Mountain Golf Academy, Boyne Golf Academy, as well as the golf schools at Grand Traverse Resort and Treetops. Rick Smith has also 
opened a new academy at Forest Dunes.

5. Make golf part of your family vacation this summer.
Golf is a great family activity to get outside and do together and there are some great resorts that offer great family golf experiences. Crystal Mountain Resort 
in Thompsonville offers family golf scramble events this summer and Boyne Mountain provides special pricing for junior golfers, as does Treetops with juniors 
playing free on overnight golf packages.

World-renowned golf course architect Tom Doak designed The Loop, a reversible course
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KITCHENER, Ont. – One hundred sixty players 
have been selected to represent eight teams at 
the upcoming 2017 OHL Gold Cup May 3-7 in 
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. 

Of the players selected were nine prospects from the 
Saginaw Spirit’s 2017 OHL Priority Selection Draft. 
With four of their 17 drafts pick ineligible, the Spirit 
has nine of a possible 13 prospects taking part in the 
five-day tournament. Only the Guelph Storm, who 
chose second overall in the 2017 Priority Selection 
Draft, is sending more prospects to the OHL Gold 
Cup than the Spirit (11).

Spirit Prospects participating in 2017 OHL Gold 
Cup:

Team ALLIANCE:

Aidan Preuter, London Jr. Knights, 2nd round, 24th 
overall

Mason Millman, London Jr. Knights, 7th round, 
124th overall

Stephane Crevier, Sun County Panthers, 10th round, 
188th overall

Nine Spirit Prospects Named to OHL Gold Cup Rosters

GTHL Blue:

Nicholas Porco, Vaughan Kings, 1st round, 4th 
overall

Duncan Penman, Mississauga Rebels, 2nd round, 
25th overall

Joe Kennedy, Toronto Red Wings, 4th round, 64th 
overall

NOHA:

Camaryn Baber, Soo Greyhounds Midget, 3rd 
round, 57th overall 

TEAM OHA (White):

Ryan Stepian, Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs, 3rd round, 
41st overall

Dalton Bancroft, Quinte Red Devils, 11th round, 
204th overall

The OHL Gold Cup serves as a platform for 16 
year-old players to showcase their talents to Hockey 
Canada in hopes for an invitation to Team Canada’s 
Under-17 Selection Camp in July.

Season Tickets for the 
2017-18 season are 

on sale NOW! Reserve 
your seat at The Dow 

Event Center
by calling

(989) 497-7747
or visit

saginawspirit.com 
for more information. 

YOUR Region. YOUR 
team. YOU’RE invited.
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ATTENTION
Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Gudfella's Barbershop
will be relocating to
310 North Michigan
Saginaw, MI 48602

YORK, Pa. - The Capital Athletic Conference 
(CAC) Board of Directors announced this week 
Jeff Ligney as its new commissioner following the 
departure of Tom Byrnes, who stepped down after 
nine years in January. Ligney will begin his term as 
commissioner on July 1.

Tuajuanda C. Jordan, chair of the CAC board of 
directors and president of St. Mary’s College of 
Maryland, made the announcement on behalf of 
the Board. “Filling Tom’s role may be a daunting 
task, but I have every confidence Jeff Ligney 
will utilize his more than 20 years of extensive 
intercollegiate experience. He shows a confidence 
and a willingness to work with CAC membership, 
has the skills to implement effective strategies, 
and will surely grow the CAC in new and exciting 
directions.”

Rahsaan Carlton, director of athletics at Penn 
State Harrisburg and co-chair of the search 
committee said, “Ligney’s extensive experience 
in a conference office setting has well prepared 
him for this opportunity.  The one thing that 
became very evident as we moved further 
along in the hiring process is that he is very 
highly regarded and respected in the realm of 
intercollegiate athletics. I'm very confident that 
Jeff will do great things here at the CAC.”

Bay City Native, Jeff Ligney Announced as Commissioner 
for Capital Athletic Conference

Ligney most recently served as interim 
commissioner for the Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference in Bay City Michigan. Prior to 
that role, he served at GLIAC in various capacities 
including director of media relations, associate 
commissioner for external relations and associate 
commissioner for internal relations.

Formed in 1989, the CAC is a 10-member coalition 
of four-year, co-educational institutions that promote 

intercollegiate athletic competition among schools 
located in close geographic proximity that have 
similar educational and athletic philosophies.

Learn more about CAC at cacsports.com

cacsports.com
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Monday, June 12, 2017 
 The Sawmill Golf Club 

19 Sawmill Blvd, Saginaw, MI 48603  

Golf Outing  

Fee: $100 per Individual Golfer 
Format:  

4 person scramble 
Registration: 

9:00a.m.  10:00a.m.  
shotgun start 

Includes:  
Greens Fees, Open Driving 

Range, Hotdog Lunch at the 
Turn, Tee Favor,  

Steak Dinner 

Contact Our Directors : 
kschultz@svsu.edu    C-989-225-2715 

reeder.tom@gmail.com c-989-220-7900  
Jim Petteys  989-798-4645 

Al  Pettyplace 989-798-2223 

S A W M I L L  G O L F  C L U B  
E I G H T E E N  H O L E S  O F  U N I M A G I N A B L E  G O L F  

Voted ‘The Best of the Best Golf Course’  
this premier golf course offers a unique experience 

in the game of golf. It’s natural wetlands, pine 
groves and bunkered fairways provide the challenge 
expected from our design work without sacrificing 
the need to accommodate various levels of play.  
A golf course community in the heart of Saginaw 

Township, Sawmill Golf Club plays 6,735 yards from 
its championship tees and finishes with a beautiful 

545 yard Par-5 that will have the player  
exhilarated until the very end. 

 

 

The Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame 
Is in it's 16th year of raising funds. 

Join us for Fun, Prizes and Great Golf.  
All net proceeds will benefit projects for the SCSHOF  

 

Join us by playing, donating or sponsoring  
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unIeash.
You are so much more than a student. At SVSU, we see 
and cuItivate your fuII potentiaI. Our award-winning facuIty 
each partner with you to pursue hundreds of different 
research opportunities, study abroad experiences, academic 
conferences and practicaI internships. CardinaIs fIy far beyond 
the cIassroom. We unIeash our students around the gIobe — 
from presenting at Oxford University to touring Asia for a new 
cuIturaI perspective.

MORE THAN 100 UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE 
PROGRAMS OF STUDY.
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