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could that happen? With a church on nearly 
every corner and politicians who state that 
they take seriously their role as an advocate for 
the people whom they serve?
 Let’s take a look at what it means to be 
a politician from a very practical standpoint.  If 
a politician is, one who is elected or appointed 
to represent the people; and take action and/
or make decisions on behalf of the people in 
a variety of ways, on a variety of topics, issues 
etc. Then, it is to be expected that the politician 
would represent the views of the people in 

times of crisis, turmoil and disarray. To that 
end, it is important to make sure that the 
representative truly represents you, your 
thoughts and your interest.  Similarly, clergy are 
called to serve the people of their church and 
community. Clergy are expected to represent 
their congregation in particular and the 
community as a whole in various aspects of life.  
In a 2015 submission titled “The Intersection 
of Christian Ministry and Electoral Politics 
2015),” Reverend Marcelle T. Smith offered this, 
“If a church, it’s leadership, or a pastor focuses 
only on the sanctuary, the hospital bedside, 
the support of grieving families at a graveside, 
and the instruction of children and adults in 
the doctrines of their denomination , they may 
still be charged with the dereliction of duty to 
engage the process that could transform for the 
better the lives of millions of people through 
the voting process, including people in that 
very congregation.”  
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2017 Vitito Fellows Leadership Project 
Honors Local Veterans
The Vitito Global Leadership Institute is one of Saginaw Valley State University's programs of distinction 
and funded by the generosity of Bob and Bobbi Vitito.  On April 27th, the institute formally honored three 
individuals who have served our Nation, Saginaw Valley State University and our Great Lakes Bay Region 
with excellence and distinction.

Lieutenant Commander
Mike Major

Mike Major, a native of 
Michigan, earned Bachelors 
of Arts, Master of Education, 
and Master of Arts degrees 
from SVSU.  He serves as a 
Special Projects Officer with 
Bureau on Naval Personnel in 
Tennessee and Officer-in-Charge 
of Operational Support Unit in 
Saginaw.

David R. Gamez

David Gamez earned his 
bachelor's and master's degrees 
from CMU.  Gamez is a 
member of SVSU's Board of 
Control serving as Vice-Chair.  
He retired as President and CEO 
of Health Delivery, Inc. and is 
a Veteran of the U.S. Marine 
Corps.

Retired Sergeant
George Peeples

George Peeples attended 
Saginaw High and completed 
courses at Delta College before 
enlisting in the US Navy.  He 
later attended MSU and became 
a member of the Saginaw Police 
Department where he became 
Police Detective and later 
Sergeant.



PAGE 2
The Michigan Banner

First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper MAY 1, 2017

301 E. Genesee Ave. Suite 201., Saginaw MI 48607      |      989-992-2600       |       themichiganbanner.com

Guaranteed Approval Specialist
Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
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989.792.2613 fax

989.341.3119 mobile
sterry@saginawvalleyflm.com
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In 1990, I was born with what took 20 years 
for my Colombian-born mother to attain—U.S. 
citizenship. But in my predominantly Latino 
neighborhood in Queens, New York, where Calle 
Colombia, or Colombia Street, was just a few 
blocks away from my house and where I ate pan 
de queso instead of bagels for breakfast, I didn’t 
know I was an American. When people asked 
where I was from, I’d say Colombia even though 
I’d never been to the country. Some pitied me 
when they learned this, as if it were a shame 
the only impression I had of Colombia was my 
neighborhood storefronts draped in banderas 
and smelling like cilantro and beans. I wondered 
if what I knew of Colombia was as limited a 
representation of the country as the New York, 
New York Hotel in Las Vegas is of New York 
City—in other words, a spectacle.

I applied for a Fulbright teaching position in 
Colombia my senior year in college, and when I 
received the email announcing my acceptance, I 
was so excited that I cried. However, I became 
disappointed when I saw the names of the other 
accepted students. There were 30 names on 
the list, and from what I could tell I was the 
only Latinx person. My previous study abroad 
experience with white people, when I was a junior 
in college, was not ideal. I traveled to South 
Africa with girls who, before they got off the 
plane, announced they were looking for “black 
boyfriends” and sported blond cornrows our 
second week in Cape Town.

I was pleasantly surprised, initially, when I 
arrived in Medellín, Colombia, and met the other 
Fulbrights. In the three days of orientation, I 
didn’t hear jokes about Colombia’s reputation 
for drug trafficking or comments about Latina 
women as “hot and spicy.” I might have been the 
only Latinx student in the program, but at that 
moment I appreciated that my white peers weren’t 
displaying bigoted attitudes and behaviors. Still, 
I was less interested in making friends with them. 
Six months into my Fulbright grant, I made a 
solid group of friends from Medellín, people who 
graciously took me into their homes, served me 
meals, taught me to speak better Spanish, and 
provided real friendship on days that otherwise 
would have been intolerably lonely.

But none of my new friends had the time or 
interest to take the touristy, backpacking trips 
I wanted to do. A few months before my grant 
ended, I resorted to contacting two other Fulbright 
students. After months of thinking in Spanish, 
I was relieved to meet up with them and finally 
laugh again at English jokes. Although the more 
time I spent around them, the more annoyed I 
became, especially because everyone was so nice 
and welcoming to them, almost as if they were 
famous.

First, there were the complaints, which I ignored. 
For example, when Colombian folk songs (called 
vallenatos) played on the radio, one person 
commented, “Vallenatos suck.” 

Trying to Be a Proud Latina When People Prefer 
Whiteness—Even in My Mother’s Homeland
Stephanie Jimenez

Jump to LB4, Proud Latina

Celebrate Cinco
De Mayo Locally!

Page LB 2
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If there were only beans to eat for a meal, they 
would say “Colombian food is the worst.” Then 
the stereotypes began. When the van that took us 
on rafting trips arrived late, they remarked, “Tipica 
Colombians”—typical Colombians. I was blown 
away when one of my travel companions, Eric, 
called Colombian women “vain” and “brainless.”

I couldn’t join in on the Colombia-bashing, 
especially because so much of it felt like home. 
Vallenatos reminded me of my grandfather. Eating 
beans made me think of my mom’s dinners. 
Because I was so far away from the people I loved, 
these things filled me with nostalgia, not loathing.

After a few weeks of traveling together, we 
departed to our assigned cities but remained in 
touch. Eventually, we returned to the States. 
Shortly after, Eric contacted me to say he was 
visiting New York City for the first time, and 
asked if he could stay with me. I was still living 
with my parents, and even though I was hesitant, 
I felt obligated to say yes—after all, since I never 
confronted him about his offensive comments, we 
hadn’t left off on bad terms. But when the time 
came to pick him up from the airport, it dawned 
on me that Eric would be meeting my family—a 
Colombian family that did “typical” Colombian 
things.

On the night Eric arrived, my parents were having 
a party. He was met with Spanglish praise when 
he used my family’s native tongue. “He speaks 
Spanish perfectly,” my mother commented three 
times. “It’s amazing he chose to live in Colombia 
for a year!” my cousin exclaimed. Someone asked 
him, for the fourth time, how he learned Spanish 
so well. And just like in Colombia, Eric became 
the blue-eyed, blond-haired celebrity gringo all 
over again. I was livid; they didn’t know what he 
really thought about them.

When I told my mother the next morning that he’d 
referred to Colombian women as brainless, she 
laughingly responded, “He seems nice to me.”

After Eric left, I tried to figure out why my 
parents’ warm embrace of him had made me so

Continued from LB Cover Story, Proud Latina

angry. They had never taught me Spanish because 
they feared it would put me at risk of being 
ostracized, the same way they had been ostracized  
for being unable to speak English as children. 
This meant that like Eric, I struggled to learn 
Spanish and make friends in a country I’d never 
been to. But it was Eric who impressed them, not 
me. In Eric’s presence, it was as if my parents 
became children again, longing for acceptance 
from white schoolmates who teased them for 
having unpronounceable Latino names. Finally, 
they seemed to think, a white person was able to 
pronounce all the words of their first language the 
right way.

But for me, a first-generation Latina who has been 
to parties where frat boys dressed in sombreros 
and others in Border Patrol outfits, I am more 
discerning than my parents are of white people 
my age, who may not be as overtly racist as the 
people my parents remember during the 1960s 
and ’70s. I had heard the nasty things Eric said 
about Colombia and the people who lived there. 
I couldn’t help but think that what Eric was 
doing to my parents was “Hispandering”—a 
tactic that includes speaking Spanish to win over 
Latino voters, and used by everyone from George 
W. Bush to, more recently, Tim Kaine. These 
important white men, our representatives, rely on 
the assumption that Latinos will construe speaking 
their language as caring about them, but, of course, 
it isn’t that simple.

Even though I am a citizen of only the United 
States, I’ve spent my whole life identifying as 
Colombian American, and I always check the 
“Hispanic” or “Latina” box on forms with ethnic 
inquiries. When I showed my college professor 
my Fulbright application, he dissuaded me from 
mentioning my ethnicity. I was baffled at the time, 
but it makes sense to me now. For people like
Eric, speaking Spanish is seen as a virtue; but for 
Latinos, it’s seen as proof that we don’t belong in
the U.S. and might not deserve to be here. 

At the time I was applying for my Fulbright, there 
was a debate in Arizona about teaching Mexican 
culture in schools with predominantly Mexican

American students; white legislators had deemed 
the classes “anti-American.”  How could I be a 
Fulbright ambassador for the U.S. if being pro-
Colombian made me anti-American? 

In order for people of color to exist in this 
country—and to be seen as fully American—we 
are often forced to denounce parts of our identities. 
That might explain why my mother hadn’t been 
back to Colombia in 42 years. When I refused to 
come home for Christmas during my Fulbright, 
I knew I was giving her no other choice but to 
return. Since then, she’s visited the country three 
times, and I don’t think her becoming a prouder 
Colombian has made her any less of a proud 
American. When I ask her where she would rather 
live, she still says, “Here in New York! Are you 
crazy?”

I would imagine many, if not most, immigrants 
feel the same as my mother—that the U.S. cities 
where they live are the only places they call 
home. Some assimilate by distancing themselves 
from their countries of birth, changing their 
names, or giving up their languages out of fear of 
stigmatization. At a time when hostility toward 
immigrants is rampant, it’s up to my generation 
to reject the concept of the authentic American as 
someone who looks and sounds white. The U.S. 
is not one homogeneous identity—it’s a place of 
our making. It’s a place we can make better for 
everyone, if we are free to embrace all aspects of 
our identities and live authentically as ourselves.

This article was reprinted with permission from 
yesmagazine.org

Courtesy Photo
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A Dedicated Non-Medical Home Care Agency

The ComForcare Mission
To improve the quality of life and level of independence 

for every client and family receiving our services.

We focus on four initiatives 
that are critical to the well-being 

of seniors
• Full Prevention
• Medication Adherence
• Chronic Disease 

Management
• Transition of Care

Contact us today to learn 
more about our 

Quality Care Guaranteed
515 N. Washington Ave.

Suite 404
Saginaw, MI 48607

Phone 
989.752.5501

Fax 
989.752.5503

Email 
mbsmichigan@comforcare.com

Website 
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

Wilbert J. Smith and
Alois B. Smith

Owner/Operators

Independence.

Dignity.

Quality of Life.

HeartSaver CPR (adult/child/infant)
1st Monday of Month - $35

First Aid
2nd Monday of the Month - $40

Do you know what to do in an emergency?
CPR and First Aid Courses held Monthly

All Classes held at MMR
834 S. Washington Avenue

Downtown Saginaw
mobilemedical.org

Learn  more & register online!

 

CURRIE LAW 
1555 South Washington Avenue Saginaw, MI 48601 

 
 

 

 
 
    Robert A. Currie, P.C.      Over 30 Years  
       Attorney At Law                                                      Experience 

 
 

 

 
 

Phone: 989-799-5350 Fax Number: 989-799-9169 
Facebook Page: CURRIE LAW 
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COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

• INTERIOR DESIGN 
• OFFICE FURNITURE 
• COMMERCIAL FURNITURE 
• SPACE PLANNING 
• ERGONOMICS 
• SOUND MASKING 
• WINDOW TREATMENTS  
• INSTALLATION & 

MAINTENANCE 

 

 

                                                                                       

 

          

                            

   

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PINNACLE DESIGN 
residential & commercial interiors 

3700 Bay Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 
T (989) 790-7240 | F (989) 790-1191 

 
Visit Us Online: 

PinnacleDesign.biz 

Facebook.com/PinnacleDesignSaginaw 

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES 

• INTERIOR DESIGN 
• KITCHEN & BATHROOM 

DESIGN 
• FURNITURE 
• LIGHTING 
• WINDOW TREATMENTS 
• INSTALLATION & 

MAINTENANCE 
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In honor of Women’s History Month,
who has been the biggest female role 

model in your life and why?

The most influential person in my life is my mother. She is strong and works
so hard to achieve her dreams. She is a role model for the kind of person 

I hope to be as I grow and create a life for myself.
Kolby Holden

Community Member

My biggest female role models have been my mom and my aunt. They are both 
strong women who have modeled for me what it means to be a good person 

and go after my dreams. Without their love and support, I wouldn’t be the person 
that I am today.

Melissa Lee
SCCMHA Marketing

The two most influential women in my life have been my mother and my wife. My 
mother raised me to be the honest, hardworking man that I am today. And my wife 
inspires me every day with her strength and passion for life and our family. They give 

me a strength I didn’t know I had. 

Dakota Averill
Community Member

The most influential woman in my life is my step-mom Cathy Williams. She is
my best friend and we talk about everything. She encourages me to move 
forward when I’ve lost my way, and she reminds me to be myself and embrace 

who I am, telling me often, “Just be you!”
Bria Smith

Community Member
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HEALTH   

Saginaw County Department of Mental Health Honors 
Employees During National Public Health Week

Pictured left to right: Spirit Awardees Judith Lincoln, Christina Vasquez, Gabriel 
McGiveron, Sharise Steele-Phillips, Leslie Davenport. (Not pictured: Nathaniel 
Still)

an individual, organization, or business that has 
made a significant contribution to the advancement 
of public health in Saginaw County. This year’s 
honoree is Henry Moon, M.D., a contract physician 
for the SCDPH Family Planning Program. Dr. Moon 
is a collaborator, with the intention of providing the 
best care possible for his clients.

The 2017 Spirit of Public Health Award recipients 
are Leslie Davenport, Gabriel McGiveron, Christina 
Vasquez, Nathaniel Still, and Sharise Steele-Phillips. 
This award is given to those SCDPH employees 
who embody the spirit of public service and go 
the extra mile in the performance of job duties and 
customer service. 

SCDPH also annually recognizes staff employment 
milestones for years of dedicated service to the 
Department. This year’s 2017 Longevity Awards 
were presented to: Connie Brown, WIC Nutritionist 

II for 10 years of service; Deborah Rhodes, Public 
Health Nurse, Jeremy Maxson, Environmental 
Health Specialist, Mary Mikulich, Public Health 
Nurse, and Lupe Warsin, Clerk Interviewer/
Receptionist for 15 years of service; Susan Wagner, 
Hearing Technician for 20 years of service; and 
Patricia Ritter, Environmental Health Office 
Manager for 40 years of service.

The Saginaw County Department of Public Health 
(SCDPH) honored its outstanding employees 
Friday, April 7, 2017, at the 35th annual V.K. Volk 
Memorial Lecture. The event is held each year in 
recognition of National Public Health Week.

The 2017 Employee of the Year was awarded 
to Steven Ellis for exemplary performance and 
accomplishment on the job and in the community. 
Steve has been with the Department for the past 
14 years holding various positions and currently 
serves as Senior Environmental Health Specialist 
for the Food Service Program. His work involves 
overseeing activities and inspection schedules in the 
Environmental Health Food Program, while also 
performing inspections and plan reviews for food 
service establishments and body art facilities.

SCDPH annually awards the Richard Calley 
Distinguished Service Award in recognition of

Pictured left to right: Longevity Awardees Patricia Ritter, Susan Wagner, Connie Brown, Jeremy 
Maxson, Deborah Rhodes, Judith Lincoln (Not pictured: Lupe Warsin)

Henry Moon pictured with Judith Lincoln, Saginaw County 
Board of Public Health Chair
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Great Lakes Bay Health Centers Hosts "Together Events"
1

Together Events are one-hour tours that 
include personal stories from staff, patients 
and volunteers who illustrate the mission of 
on profit community-based Great Lakes Bay 
Health Centers.  

Doors open before the tours for light refreshments 
and sign-in.  We will ask you for your contact 
information so that we may call you after the event 
to get your feedback.

*Please register to attend an event with Jill 
Armentrout, GLBHC Fund Development 
Coordinator, at 989-751-8866 or jarmentrout@
glbhealth.org.

Courtesy Photo

Tour at Bayside Center
3884 Monitor Road

Bay City

4/19, 5/17, 6/21
7/19, 8/24, 9/28

Meet and Greet at 5:15pm 
Tour from 5:30 – 6:30pm

Tour at Janes Street Center
1522 Janes Street

Saginaw

4/27, 5/25, 6/29
7/27, 8/24, 9/28

Meet and Greet at 5:00pm 
Tour from 5:30 – 6:30pm
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PINNACLE DESIGN 
residential & commercial interiors 

 3700 Bay Road, Saginaw, MI 48603  
T (989) 790-7240 | F (989) 790-1191  

 
Visit Us Online:  

PinnacleDesign.biz 

Facebook.com/PinnacleDesignSaginaw 
 

 

Please visit our website for listings of our vendors.  

Dr. Amaning Sarkodie M.D.
3444 Davenport Ave, Saginaw, MI 48602

(989) 790-7670
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INTERSECTION OF BUSINESS & WEALTH   

Team One Credit Union announced the completion 
of their renovated Downtown Flint branch office. 
The renovated office located at 606 Stevens Street 
is one of the only full service financial institutions 
located in the downtown Flint area. When Team One 
merged with FM Financial Credit Union in March 
2016 they pledged to maintain the Downtown 
Flint location because of its importance to the FM 
membership and the community as a whole. "We 
are very proud of our commitment to be a part of 
the revitalization of downtown Flint and remaining 
in the heart of Genesee County when other financial 
institutions have left.", says Gerald Hutto, President/
CEO of Team One.

Team One Credit Union Invests Over $1 Million with Newly 
Renovated Downtown Flint Branch

Since the merger, Team One has invested over 
$1 Million in branch updates, technology and 
community initatives and they plan on being a vital 
part of the continued resurgence of the downtown 
Flint and surrounding area. 

"The merger of FM and Team One has proved to 
be beneficial to FM members, providing them with 
additional products and services while carrying 
on the FM Financial tradition of community 
involvement," adds Carl Hawkins, former FM Board 
member and current Team One Associate Board 
member. 

Team One Credit Union has served 
their members' needs since 1935 
and is committed not only to helping 
members reach their financial goals 
but also having a positive impact in 
our community. 

Team One looks forward to serving 
the financial needs of families and 
businesses in Flint and surrounding 
areas, now and in the future.

Courtesy Photos
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Beauti Divine Kids Day Spa is a new upscale destination in the Great Lakes Bay Region, 
offering a complete day spa experience for girls ages 4 to 14 years of age. 

They offer five ultra-chic, ultra comfortable, fun filled and uplifting services to 
girls including Girl Talk, topped off with playing dress up as the Lil Ladybugs 
strut their stuff down their signature Beauti Walk Runway.

4787 Fashion Square Mall , Suite A-136
Saginaw, Michigan 48604
(located outside of Macy's) 
beautidivine.com  |  989.776.3040
 
NAIL BAR HOURS
Sunday  |  12:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Monday - Saturday  |  10:00 am to 9:00 pm 

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT @

BEAUTIDIVINE.COM

NEW BUSINESS HIGHLIGHT
  Beauti Divine Kids Day Spa 

Facebook.com
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Success. Shared.
Locally-owned businesses are  
the soul of our community, connecting 
heritage and history to the future.  
We’re honored to encourage 
the innovations by providing the 
connections on which your business 
depends. Because opportunity is better  
when everything works together. 

Wishing the Michigan Banner 
congratulations and continued 
success on your 13th anniversary.

© 2015 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved.

Wishing the Michigan Banner
congratulations and continued

success on your 14th anniversary.
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For more information or to register 
for one or more volunteer days,  

contact Alyssa at 989-753-5200 or                                    
alyssadeplonty@sshfh.org   
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APPRAISAL SERVICES
Clarence W. Osborne Jr.,
Certified General Appraiser
Residential and Commercial
989-746-9721
989-780-2088

AUTO
Garber Buick
5925 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-497-4444
Labadie Olds
711 S. Euclid
Bay City, MI 48706
Terry Reed, Sales Professional
989-667-2000 Ext. 341
Direct 989-460-0341
Fax 989-667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website www.labadieauto.com
McDonald Pontiac-GMC, Inc.
5155 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
Leon V. Washington
Sales & Leasing Professional
989-790-5155
Leonwa1@yahoo.com
Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Parys Liddell - Sales Consultant-Lincoln 
Certified Representative
989-792-2453

Jones Pre-Owned Auto Sales
3623 Dixie Highway
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-8120

AUTO DETAIL
Morningstar Auto Detail Shop
306 East Remington Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-482-6505

AUTO REPAIR
Saginaw Fleet Service
Wayne lewis - Manager
6273 Dixie Hwy.
Bridgeport, MI 48722
989-777-7010

BANK
Community State Bank
Offices in: Albee • Birch Run
Chesaning • Montrose • New Lothrop
Saginaw Loan Center • St. Charles
Thomas Township
www.gotocsb.com

BEAUTY
Imani Beauty Salon
Felicia Thomas
212 Federal Ave. (Downtown)
Saginaw, MI 48601

Reflections of U Too
Louise McKinnie, Owner
2103 Sheridan Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-753-4600
Unique Cuts & Massage
1502 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-327-2338
Unique Cuts II
3125 E. Holland
Saginaw, MI 48601
Unique Cuts III
4797 Dixie Hwy.
Saginaw, MI 48607
Unique Styles Beauty Salon
119 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

CLEANING SERVICES
Best Choice
Floor Maintenance & Carpet 
Cleaning
989-316-8327
bestchoicefmandcc@hotmail.com

DENTISTS
Jack W. Nash, DDS Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
1320 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-752-1200

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
Great Lakes Bay Michigan 
Works!
312 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989-752-3145
Fax 989-752-3075

FASHION
Where Did U Get That Hat? 
Specializing in Custom Designs 
“Sunday’s Best”
Yvonne Ellison/Milliner
Phone 989-529-4193
E-mail yeellison@aol.com

FINANCIAL
Team One Credit Union
520 Hayden Street
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-6575
888-288-3261
Wanigas Credit Union
1837 Bagley
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-759-5780

FLORISTS
Erika’s Flowers
214 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9330
www.erikasflowerssaginaw.com

FOOD & DINING
Spencer’s Route 46
Spence Dambro Proprietor
5530 Gratiot
Saginaw, MI 48638
989-793-3400
www.spencerfinefood.com

FUNERAL HOMES
Evans & Browne's Funeral Home
441 N. Jefferson Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-0481
www.evansbrownesfuneralhome.com

HEATING AND COOLING
HORIZON
Azola Williams
989-755-8650 Business
989-233-3295 Cell

HEALTH CARE SERVICES
ComForcare Home Care
515 N. Washington Ave.
Suite 404
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-752-5501
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

First Choice Staffing Agency
339 S. 25th Sreet
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 890-1659    (989) 714-7303
FirstChoiceStaffing15@gmail.com

Great Lakes PACE
3378 Fashion Square Blvd.
Saginaw MI 48603
Phone: 989-272-7610
Fax: 989-272-7669
www.greatlakespace.org

PHOTOGRAPHY
E. B. Studio
212 Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-397-4144

PUBLICATIONS
David Hall
Crimiel Publications LLC
POB 20061
Saginaw, Michigan 48602

RESTAURANTS
Rite Spot
1205 Lapeer
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-6001

RETAILERS
GREEKS “R” US
2203 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-4925
riggins52@charter.net

SHOE REPAIR
Morgans Shoe Repair
308 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9207

TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT
Buena Vista Charter Township
Dexter A. Mitchell
Township Manager
1160 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI 48601
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Choosing and Using a Donor Management System

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES   

Mel and Pearl Shaw | Courtesy Photo
 

The complaints associated with using technology 
to support fundraising are many and varied. 
Unfortunately the “human factor” plays a large role 
in how well a specific database or tool performs.  
We touched on a few of these in part one of this 
series. These include taking the time to evaluate 
your organization’s technology needs, evaluating 
how a system integrates with existing hardware; 
data security; support costs; and correctly estimating 
start-up, conversion, maintenance, training and staff-
related costs. 

It is easier to blame technology than to assess 
human capacity. As with many aspects of 
infrastructure, the wish is for the challenge to be 
addressed quickly, inexpensively, and “once and 
for all.” But that is not always a good long-term 
perspective.  Here’s an alternative: consider the 
following guidance from Ashley Harper. We asked 
her a few questions that can help you improve your 
“human factor.”

Saad&Shaw: What are the dos and don’ts when 
it comes to managing a donor management 
system?

Harper: As with any important institutional 
knowledge, more than one person should understand 
how to use the system, and processes should be 
standardized, documented, and adopted by all who 
use the system. One development professional told 
me that his boss used to say, “If you don’t document 
a conversation with a donor in the system, it didn’t 
happen.” If a donor management system has been 
working well, think twice about letting a new staff 
person talk you into converting to a system they 
prefer or are familiar with.  However, an investment 
in proper training for staff will almost always be 
worth the cost.

Saad&Shaw: What do you consider the “average 
life” of a donor management system to be? (time 
period of usefulness before needing to upgrade or 
buy a new one)

Harper: On average nonprofits are assessing their 
database systems every two to three years, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean they are making a change 
that often. Unless there are significant needs that 
the current system cannot meet or vendor support 
issues, there is no reason to go through a database 
conversion. 

Saad&Shaw: Who are the people within a 
nonprofit who should have input into the
decision of which system to purchase?

Harper: Ideally, everyone that interacts with the 
database will have some say in the decision. The 
buy-in this creates will help when it comes to staff 
training and use of the new product. Ideally, a team 
should be assembled with one person leading the 
team and being the main liaison with the 
consultant and/or vendor. The team 
could include one representative 
from each department that will 
use the system, with the 
director of development 
being the team leader. 
The complexity and 
depth of the system will 
indicate the members 
needed. For example, if 
volunteers will be included 
in the system along with 
donors, staff members who 
enter volunteer data should 
be represented on the team.

Copyright 2017 – Mel and Pearl Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are authors of four books on fundraising available on 
Amazon.com. For help growing your fundraising visit www.saadandshaw.com 
or call (901) 522-8727.
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EDUCATION

Eric Garnder, professor of English at Saginaw 
Valley State University, has won his second Book 
Prize from the Research Society of American 
Periodicals. The prize awards the best scholarly 
book on American periodicals published in 2015 
and 2016.

Gardner received the honor for his community-
minded scholarly work “Black Print Unbound: The 
Christian Recorder, African American Literature, 
and Periodical Culture.”

“Black Print Unbound” chronicles the development 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church’s 
newspaper, “The Christian Recorder,” during and 
just after the Civil War. The book was one of the 
first full-length studies of an early black newspaper.

As an exploration of a periodical created by African

SVSU Professor Wins National Award for 
Book on Post-Civil War Black Print

Americans for African Americans, Gardner’s 
book details the newspaper’s history, composition, 
publication, distribution, reception and place in 
American literary history. Gardner drafted the book 
with the support of a National Endowment for the 
Humanities Fellowship.

A panel of three scholars chosen by the Research 
Society judged the books eligible for the prize. The 
prize committee said “Black Print Unbound” offers 
“magisterial vision and imaginative force that will 
set new standards for periodical scholarship.”

Gardner received the same award in 2010 for 
“Unexpected Places: Relocating Nineteenth 
Century African American Literature.” He will 
formally receive this year’s award at a ceremony 
at the American Literature Association’s annual 
conference in May in Boston.

Experience 
College For A Day!

Saturday - May 20, 2017
10:00am - 2:00pm

Learn about college and explore your 
interests in dozens of mini-sessions 

taught by Mott College Faculty!

• Free refreshments and giveaways! 
• Win a Scholarship! 
• Available to the Class of 2017 and 

current students.

To learn more visit:
http://www.mcc.edu/mcc4free

Courtesy Photos
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Celebrate 20 years of star 
gazing with the Delta College 
Planetarium & Learning 
Center at our open house on 
Saturday, May 13 from 11am 
– 4pm. Enjoy a day of snacks, 
prizes and cosmic fun for the 
entire family.

With it's central location in the heart 
of downtown Bay City, the Delta 
College Planetarium & Learning 
Center has been a go-to location 
for education, business events, 
celebrations and family-focused 
activities since opening it's doors in 
1997.

Delta College Planetarium Celebrates 20 Years with a Day 
of Family Activities

Courtesy Photo

If you have questions or 
would like more information, 
contact planet@delta.edu or 
989-667-2260.

Fun activities
are planned for the entire day. We 
hope to see you there!

Dr. Slime presentations
11:15am – The Cold of Space an exploration of 
what atoms and molecules do when they get cold. 
Do they expand, contract, or explode?

12:15pm – Fun with Chemistry features acids 
and bases, the mystery of goblins’ brew and the 
disembodied hand from space.

1:15pm – Chemical Collisions will present how 
atoms and molecules interact to form bonds, break 
bonds, polymers and explosive decompositions of 
complex molecules to form simpler molecules.

2:15pm – Illusion Show teaches kids how sound 
waves travel, demonstrates how to use the scientific 
method to make observations, and study illusions 
created by our own minds. 

Activities for ages 4 – 12
Have fun making star wheels, straw rockets, 
Mother’s Day cards, solar eclipse viewers and more. 
Plus, we will be sending alien messages and playing 
shooting stars! 

Photos with Curious George

Delta College STEM Explorer

Mini planetarium shows every 20 minutes (last 
one starting at 2:40pm)

Debut of ECLIPSE: The Sun Revealed
3:30pm – $7 adults, $5 children ages 3 – 18

Observation deck activities (weather permitting)
Observe the sun with specially filtered telescopes 
and do experiments with solar energy.

Financial aid, admission and Great Lakes Bay 
College and Career Resources Center
Learn about Delta College’s admission process, 
financial aid and other valuable how-to’s about 
college life.

New lobby exhibits
• Capturing the Night Sky astrophotography 

exhibition
• Telescopes display
• NASA Space Place
• ViewSpace feed from the Space Telescope 

Institute
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COMMUNITY   

For decades Underground Railroad, Inc. has been 
dedicated to providing shelter and services to 
survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, 
stalking and human trafficking in Saginaw County. 
Friday, May 5th marks the 40th anniversary of the 
organization which opened in 1977 and became the 
first free-standing shelter for battered women in the 
State of Michigan.

Founded by a group of local women called 
Feminists for Social Equality, and backed by funds 
from The Warren Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Underground Railroad opened its first shelter in 
a house at 528 South Warren Street in Saginaw. 
During the first two years of operation 750 women 
and 1300 children were housed in the 4 bedroom, 
one bathroom house.

As the need for space increased, the group 
purchased the house next door for $1 in 1980. 
It became the new emergency shelter with 6 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and communal living 
spaces. 

“The name Underground Railroad is not a 
coincidence,” says Valerie Hoffman, Executive 
Director. “In the 1970s, spousal abuse was not a 
crime. Abused women needed help to live a life of 
freedom from their batterers, and often times that 
escape was done in secret.”

Since then, Underground Railroad’s presence has 
become much more public, and they consistently 
work to educate community members on the 
dynamics of abuse. The emergency shelter has 
grown to a 46-bed, 19 bedroom-facility that 
annually provides over 14,000 nights of safety.

Their services now include a 24/7 helpline, 24-hour 
emergency response, advocacy and counseling, 
housing programs, court support and more. In 2008, 
they opened Underground Railroad Resale store 
which sells surplus donations to help fund programs 
for survivors.  

Underground Railroad, Inc. Celebrates 40th Anniversary

“Forty years later, Underground 
Railroad is celebrating a legacy 
of hope, strength, and change,” 
says Hoffman. “Our services are 
here to help strengthen survivors, 

but the truth istheir successes 
make us stronger - as an agency 

and as a community. Their stories 
are the real inspiration, and we’re 

honored to be just one stop on their 
journey.”

Courtesy Photo - Original building located at 528 S Washington

Courtesy Photo - 1980 Emergency Shelter Building
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Each May, Saginaw’s arts community, business and civic leaders gather at the annual gala awards ceremony and reception to celebrate the importance of arts and culture 
to Saginaw and the Great Lakes Bay Region, and to acknowledge the people and organizations which make it all possible.  This year, nine people and three organizations 
are nominees for the 28th Annual All Area Arts Awards, sponsored by the Saginaw Arts & Enrichment Commission.  The awards banquet and announcement of the 
winner(s) from the nominees will take place from 6-9pm Wednesday, May 3, in The Red Room at The Dow Event Center, 303 Johnson. The event is open to the public 
and tickets are on sale for $40 per person by calling 989-759-1363 ext. 223.

All Area Arts Awards Announces 2017 Nominees

Bill Brinker
After a long career in advertising as a designer and illustrator, 
Brinker focused on his fine art, developing his watercolor, oil 
and pencil techniques in the process. He teaches watercolor 
classes from his home studio and at Studio 23/The Arts Center 
in Bay City.

Donna Branch-Cottrell and Larsen Cottrell
Donna and Larsen recently opened Gingerblue Gallery in Old 
Town Saginaw's historic Graebner building. Their mission 
is to create an art space for all visual artists -- not only local 
artists, but national and international ones as well.

Mary and Jim Fives
Mary is an art instructor and head of the award-winning art 
program at the SISD Transitions Center, giving students with 
disabilities a voice through art. Jim operates an art and sign 
studio in Saginaw and for more than 30 years has created 
mural and sign work.

Desmond Q Laury
An underground Saginaw rapper better known as Dizzy Bates, 
Laury has made a commitment to underprivileged youth with 
the creation of the "Saginaw Dance Show."

Ann Russell-Lutenske
A Saginaw native and one-time theater professional with no 
formal music or acting degree, Russell-Lutenske has been an 
integral presence in the regional theater and music scene for 
more than four decades.

Kujuanna A. Ray
Ray used her entrepreneurial creative ability to launch U 
Me Paint in Old Town Saginaw, an upscale environment 
that allows everyone regardless of age to unleash their inner 
artistic ability.

Patricia Yockey
Yockey has made a life-long commitment to the arts by 
painting, singing and writing poetry. Her artwork has been on 
exhibit at numerous locations throughout the region and she is 
now Superintendent of Art and Photography for the Saginaw 
County Fair, where she has volunteered for 45 years.

GDX Quality Theatre: Ballet and Opera in Theatre 
Thanks to the commitment of Michigan-based Goodrich 
Quality Theaters, audiences in Saginaw and the surrounding 
communities have access to the best live in HD cultural 
entertainment from the stages of two world-class performing 
groups: the Bolshoi Ballet and the Metropolitan Opera.

Great Lakes Bay En Plein Air Festival
Sponsored by the Saginaw Art Museum, the June festival 
attracts visitors and artists to the Great Lakes Bay Region 
to view and participate in a week of en plein air (outdoor) 
painting.

Field Neurosciences Institute
Each fall, FNI hosts a "Field of Hope" gala fundraiser at 
the historic Temple Theatre. The event headlines local 
entertainers such as Mike Brush and the Bijou Orchestra and 
nationally recognized entertainers including Brian D’Arcy 
James and Kevin Cole.
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Sabrina 
Beeman-Jackson

Saginaw ISD Head 
Start/Early Head 

Start Program 
Director

About Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Established in 1965, Head 
Start promotes school readiness 
for children, ages three to five, 
in low-income families by 
offering educational, nutritional, 
health, social and other services.

Head Start programs promote 
school readiness by enhancing the 
social and cognitive development 
of children through the provision 
of educational, health, nutritional, 
social and other services to 
enrolled children and families.

Early Head Start, launched 
in 1995, provides support to 
low-income infants, toddlers, 
pregnant women and their 
families.

EHS programs enhance 
children’s physical, social, 
emotional, and intellectual 
development; assist pregnant 
women to access 
comprehensive prenatal and 
postpartum care; support 
parents’ efforts to fulfill their 
parental roles; and help parents 
move toward self-sufficiency.

Together Head Start and 
Early Head Start have served 
tens of millions of children 
and their families.

At Saginaw ISD Head Start 
our attentive staff is available 
Monday through Friday to 
answer all your questions and 
make every effort to ensure you 
are 100 percent satisfied.

“Our mission is to provide high 
quality services, developing school 

readiness and family empowerment 
for prenatal to age five children and 
families by working in partnership 
with parents and the community.”

-Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

Saginaw ISD Head Start
Claytor Administrative Building

3200 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone 989.752.2193
Fax 989.921.7146

Office Hours
Monday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Friday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

For additional information concerning
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Head Start 
graduates are more 

likely to graduate 
from high school 
and less likely to 

need special 
education, repeat a 

grade, or commit 
crimes in 

adolescence.”
 Joe Baca, former 

Dem. Calif. 
Congrmn., Dist. 43.
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Leeodeas Faulk of Birch Run 
will serve as Grand Marshal of 
the 2017 Memorial Day Parade

Positive Results Downtown today announced that 
Leeodeas Faulk of Birch Run will serve as Grand 
Marshal of the 2017 Memorial Day Parade.

Sgt. Leeodeas Faulk (pictured) served during WWII, 
Korea and Vietnam in Japan, Alaska, Greenland, 
Germany and Mayaquana Island. He was in both the 
US Army and the U. S. Air Force. 

Honors received while in service include 12 ribbons, 
four Bronze Stars, three Battle Stars, three Service 
Medals and one Accommodation Ribbon from the 
President of South Korea.

Born in Tuskegee, Ala., and retired for 21 years, 
Sgt. Faulk, 91, is married and has three children. His 
hobbies include hunting, fishing and camping. He 
belongs to the American Legion 40 & 8, the Lion’s 
Club and the Elks Lodge.

The Annual Memorial Day Parade hosted by 
Positive Results Downtown and The Saginaw 
County Veterans Memorial Plaza will take place at 
11:00 am on Monday, May 29.

Courtesy Photo
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In an effort to inform individuals, area credit 
unions would like to make the public aware 
of two active scams going on in our region. 
Although it has been ongoing, the frequency and 
the boldness of the scammers are ramping up. 
There are two major types of scams currently 
being committed that affect area residents and 
financial institutions:

Debit/ATM Card Scams

Debit/ATM Card scams are perpetuated by 
individuals who are actively looking for persons 
who want to make money or make them feel they 
are helping someone out by giving them their 
debit/ATM card and PIN number. Once they have 
obtained the cards they will make fictitious deposits, 
usually empty envelope deposits, to the account 
and then turn around and withdraw funds via an 
ATM withdrawal in increments up to the maximum 
allowed for that financial institution. What the 
member/customer doesn’t realize is that by selling 
their card, they have become part of the fraud and 
are responsible for any losses on their account. 
These scammers have become so bold as to post on 
social media that they are looking for people who 
are willing to sell their debit cards to area financial 
institutions.

PELL Grant Scam

The PELL Grant scam has surfaced with individuals 
being notified that they are eligible to receive a 
PELL Grant (used for education purposes) even 
though they may not be in school or planning to go 
to school. It becomes a perceived opportunity for 
assumed free money. Scammers are asking them 
to send them money and then they would send the 
grant back. The scammers just need their account 
information. As soon as they have it, they have 
gained access to draining that person’s account. The 
only way PELL Grants are given is if the person 
actually applies to receive the grant. Opportunities 
for PELL Grants will not be solicited.

Debit Card and PELL Grant Scams Ramping Up

istockphoto.com

Most individuals understand that if something sounds too good to be true, 
that it probably is. But we have others that may see it as a quick way to 
get a few extra dollars without understanding that by doing so, they are 
committing fraud themselves.

As credit unions, we have decided to take an active stand to inform our 
members and the public that this is taking place and to be aware if they are 
approached. This is a scam that could cost them significant money and legal 
issues.

- Wildfire Credit Union
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Spencer’s Restaurant
5530 Gratiot Road

between M-47 & Center Rd. in Saginaw, MI
989.793.4500

www.spencersroute46.com

NOW OPEN EVERYDAY at 4pm
Spencer Dambro, Owner

Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road

Saginaw, MI 48603
Phone – 989.792.1700  Ext. 123           Fax – 989.792.0599

Mobile – 989.280.0114          Email – Bparker@saginawvalleyflm.com

B. Wendell Parker
Certified Ford Lincoln Sales Professional

Thanks Mr. and Mrs. Brown for your Business.  
Birdie Brown thanks for the referral.

Terry Reed
Sales Professional - Used Cars

Phone (989) 667-2000 Ext 341
Direct (989) 460-0341 

Fax (989) 667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com

Website www.labadieauto.com
Labadie Buick Cadillac GMC  •  711 S. Euclid Avenue  •  Bay City, MI 48706

GoGarber.com

The Great Lakes
   Bay Region
     Does Better
      with Garber.

oGarber.comGo

“I buy my cars at Garber because of the people.  When you
  walk into a dealership, you know you are going to deal
  with good people that you can trust.  The Garber family
  has built this reputation for over a century, and it still
  holds true today.  Also, I believe in working with local
  businesses that give back to their community.  The Garber
  name is synonymous with philanthropy, and the Great
  Lakes Bay Region is a better place because of their
  generous contributions.  It matters where I buy my car.
  That’s why I buy from Garber!”
  Matt Blasy, General Manager, The Dow Event Center



PAGE 30
The Michigan Banner

First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper MAY 1, 2017

301 E. Genesee Ave. Suite 201., Saginaw MI 48607      |      989-992-2600       |       themichiganbanner.com

Saginaw native, Alexander Mixter, will premier his documentary 
Re:Saginaw at the Patchwork Art and Music Festival on May 7 
at the Pit & Balcony Theatre in Saginaw.  It is the first full length 
feature by Patchwork's own Alexander Mixter. The film celebrates 
the ethos of Patchwork and the city of Saginaw: The common 
people doing their best to make big things happen. Mixter aims 
to highlight the positive attributes Saginaw has to offer and after 
over 3 years of working on the film, he has interviewed a variety 
of locals from a former mayor to community leaders to a former 
prisoner.

To learn more about Re:Saginaw visit
facebook.com/ReSaginaw

To learn more about the Patchwork
Art & Music Festival visit
patchworkis.com

"Re: Saginaw", a Documentary 
about Saginaw to premier at
Patch Work Festival

Sunday, May 7, 2017
Pit and Balcony Theatre
Doors at 6:00 PM

Tickets: $15
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bank local. bank anywhere
   isabellabank.com       800.651.9111         isabellabankmi

We offer low mortgage rates to build, buy, 
or refinance your home — with a variety of 
financing options to fit your family’s needs. Our 
experienced lenders know the Mid-Michigan 
market and will guide you through every step 
of the process.
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 Saginaw-Shiawassee

CAN Council Saginaw County
1311 N. Michigan Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-752-7226
Fax: 989-752-2777
www.cancouncil.org

The New Ezekiel Project
P.O. Box 3470
Saginaw, MI 48605-3470
989-755-1620
Fax: 989-755-4038
www.theezekielproject.com
jamie@theezekielproject.com

Good Neighbors Mission
1318 Cherry Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-399-9918

Great Lakes PACE
3378 Fashion Square Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-272-7610
Fax: 989-272-7669
www.greatlakespace.org
jdarby@greatlakespace.org

Great Lakes Bay Health Centers
501 Lapeer Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-759-6400

Houghton-Jones Task Force
1708 Johnson Street
Saginaw, MI
989-752-1660

Lighthouse Outreach Center
808 James Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-928-9096

Mobile Medical Response
834 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-758-2900

Samaritas Community Center
3145 Russell Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-5805

Pit and Balcony Theatre
805 N. Hamilton
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-754-6587
www.pitandbalconytheatre.com
pitandbalconytheatre@yahoo.com

Public Libraries of Saginaw Butman-Fish, 
Hoyt, Wickes & Zauel Libraries
505 Janes Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0904
www.saginawlibrary.org

Restoration Community Outreach
1205 Norman
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-1886 / fax 989-753-2880
rcosag@yahoo.com

Saginaw County Business & Education 
Partnership
1213 South Washington Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-399-0016

Saginaw County Community Action 
Agency, Inc. (CAC)
2824 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7741

The Saginaw Community Foundation
1 Tuscola, Suite 100
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0545

Youth M.O.V.E. Saginaw
989-798-5679
www.youthmovesaginaw.org
movesaginaw@gmail.com
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A MET 529 prepaid college savings plan makes a great holiday gift. Buy college credits for the 
future at today’s prices and we’ll waive the $25 enrollment fee. Use coupon code: 2017MPA www.SETwithMET.com

They’ll need to go to college...

16-MET-0157-PrintAdRefreshandResizes-MPA-9.5x5.5_PP.indd   1 11/22/16   4:43 PM
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Bethel AME Church
Pastor P. David Saunders
535 Cathay St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-7011

Bread of Life Harvest Center
Senior Pastor Rodney J. McTaggart
3726 Fortune Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-790-7933

Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson
3317 Lapeer Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2444

Christ Fellowship Baptist Church
Rev. Robert Davis, Jr. 
818 N. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-4435
PastorD818@gmail.com

Corinthian Baptist Church
Pastor Roy L. Manning
104 S. 10th St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-1820

Faith Harvest Church
Bishop Ronald E. Chipp
1734 N. Mason
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-4200
www.faithharvestministry.org
office@faithharvestministry.org

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-3212

Greater Renaissance
Pastor Cedric R. Cheatham
1535 S. Warren Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-1455
260-515-6456

Greater Williams Temple
Bishop H.J. Williams
4095 Windmere Dr.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-755-5291

Jacob's Ladder
Pastor Dempsey Allen
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-6601

Life in Christ Ministries
Pastor Dennis Cotton, Sr.
2915 S. Washington Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-4465
LifeInChristMinistries07@gmail.com

Messiah Missionary Baptist Church
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
Pastor Otis Washington
Phone: 989-777-2636
Fax: 989-777-2640
messiahmbc@att.net
www.messiahsag.org

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Pastor Marvin T. Smith
1114 N. 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-8064

New Beginnings Life 
Changing Ministries
Pastor Otis Dickens
2312 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-3650

New Birth Missionary 
Baptist
Pastor Larry D. Camel
3121 Sheridan
Saginaw, Michigan
989-327-1755

New Covenant Christian 
Center
Pastor Ron Frierson
2395 S. Outer Drive
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-8485

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey
1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7600

New Life Baptist Church
Pastor Rufus Bradley
1401 Janes St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-1151

New Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
Pastor Alfred "AJ" Harris Jr.
3610 Russel St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-0801

Ninth Street Community Church
Pastor William L. Scott Jr.
Assistant Pastor Rex Jones

1118 N. 9th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-7366

Prince of Peace Baptist Church
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2841
Pastor Robert C. Corley Jr.

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
Pastor Connie Sassanella
915 Federal Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone: 989-754-0489
Worship: 9:30 AM
stjohnlutheranelcasaginaw.weebly.com

Saginaw Valley Community
Pastor Richard Sayad
3660 Hermansau
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-752-4769

St. Lukes CME Church
1121 Tusola
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0351

The Potters Touch Ministries
Pastor Kareem J. Bowen
1402 North 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-9406
facebook.com/ThePottersTouch

Transforming Life 
Ministries
Pastor William Brown
3024 South Washington 
Avenue

Saginaw, MI 48601-4353
989-754-9573

True Vine Baptist Church
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-0751

Victorious Belivers Ministries Church
Rev. Christopher V. Pryor
624 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI
989-755-7692

Wolverine State Baptist Church
615 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

World Outreach Campus of Greater 
Coleman Temple Ministries
Supt. H.J. Coleman Jr.
2405 Bay Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-752-7957

Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor Rodrick Smith
721 Johnson
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-9621
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POLITICS & PUBLIC POLICY   

Statement by Congressman Dan Kildee on
Revised Trumpcare Bill

“Republicans have somehow found a way to make 
Trumpcare worse. Republicans now want to allow 
insurance companies to discriminate against people 
with pre-existing conditions like diabetes, asthma or 
cancer. Under Trumpcare, people with pre-existing 
conditions would no longer be guaranteed access to 
care. Those who are still fortunate enough to have 
insurance would face higher premiums, prescription 
drug costs and deductibles.

“Perhaps most egregious is that Republicans 
amended the bill to exempt their own health care 
from these changes. If Republicans don’t want 
Trumpcare themselves, why are they pushing it 
on your family? Congress should get no special 
treatment whatsoever. Trumpcare is a dangerous
and reckless plan that will cost lives.”

What: Michigan Municipal League will 
address how local governments across the 
state are financially struggling. Our statewide 
initiative, SaveMICity, is working to inform 
people about this broken system and how it is 
hurting the economy.

Please join us for our Community Financial 
Health Forum to join the conversation by 
discussing possible solutions with executives 
from MML, Clare, Alma and Mount Pleasant 
local government.  

The presentation is free and open to the public.  

WHO
Ken Hibl
Clare City Manager

Phil Moore
Alma City Manager

Mary Ann Kornexl
Mt. Pleasant Finance Director / Treasurer

Tony Minghine
Chief Operating Office, Michigan Municipal 
League

WHEN
Tuesday, May 2, 2017 at 6 p.m.

WHERE
City Commission Chambers
(Historic Borden Building)
320 W. Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI

Congressman Dan 
Kildee (MI-05) 
issued the following 
statement today on 
renewed Republican 
attempts to pass 
their health care bill, 
Trumpcare, that would 
mean higher costs for 
worse care and would 

take away protections for Americans with pre-
existing conditions:

“Trumpcare is a terrible plan that means higher costs 
and less coverage for Americans. Not only does it 
kick 24 million people off of their insurance, it also 
steals from Medicare and creates a crushing age tax 
on older Americans.

Michigan Municipal 
League to Host 
Community Financial 
Health Forum

Gov. Rick Snyder Signs Legislation to Help Bolster 
Energy Efficiency Upgrades for School Districts
LANSING, Mich. – School districts can now use 
Lease Purchase Agreements as a way to finance 
energy efficiency upgrades, under legislation signed 
today by Gov. Rick Snyder.

“Michigan is on the right path toward a better and 
brighter energy future, and this legislation helps 
schools modernize and boost energy efficiency 
in their facilities,” Snyder said. “This is another 
important step forward in our work to help ensure 
reliable, affordable, and sustainable energy for all 
Michiganders.”    

House Bill 4080, sponsored by state Rep. Beth 
Griffin, allows school districts to use Lease Purchase 
Agreements as a method to finance energy efficiency 
upgrades in their facilities. The bills let school 
districts enter a multi-year contract with a service 
provider in order to improve energy conservation.  It 
is now Public Act 23 of 2017.

On Dec. 21, 2016, Gov. Snyder signed landmark 
legislation that would reform our current energy 
policies. This milestone for Michigan focused on 
reliable, affordable, and sustainable energy for all its 
residents and went into effect on April 20.

The Governor’s energy policy reform includes 
enhancing current programs to identify the 
cheapest, cleanest energy resource for Michigan. 
These new laws will ensure the state’s flexibility 
and adaptability as we continue to change how we 
produce energy, while making it easier for Michigan 
to develop its own energy sources and continuing 
to reduce our reliance on coal purchased from other 
states. It will also come at an affordable price for 
our businesses and homes and ensure environmental 
protections.

For more information on this and other legislation, 
visit www.legislature.mi.gov.
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SPORTS

At a press conference at the Castle Musem the Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame announced the Class of 2017 inductees.  Seven 
individuals and three teams will be enshrined on Sunday, November 5th at the Horizons Conference Center. Tickets are $50 each and 
can be obtained by any Hall of Fame board member, Horizons Conference Center, or the Castle Museum of Saginaw County History.  

This year's inductees include:

Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame 2017 inductees

• Dale Brown (Carrollton High School)
• Jim Eurick (Football Coach)
• Erinn Reed (Saginaw High School)
• Marvin Wright (Arthur Hill)
• Hemlock's state champion cross country teams (2001)

• Jim Buckley (Saginaw News)
• Frank Picard (Saginaw HIgh School)
• Clifton Ryan (Arthur Hill)
• Arthur Hill's state champion football team (1991)
• Hemlock's state champion cross country teams (2002)

The Detroit Tigers and Kroger are teaming up with 
the Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer Institute for the 
sixth annual Pink Out the Park at the Detroit Tigers 
vs. Baltimore Orioles game on Wednesday, May 
17 at 7:10 p.m., at Comerica Park. The evening’s 
festivities will celebrate and honor those touched by 
breast cancer. Fans are encouraged to wear pink to 
the game to support breast health awareness.

Special ticket packages are available and on-sale 
now. Packages include a donation to support breast 
cancer research at the Barbara Ann Karmanos 
Cancer Institute, a game ticket and a 2017 limited 
edition Pink Out the Park t-shirt. To learn more 
and purchase your ticket package, visit tigers.com/
pinkout.

During Pink Out the Park, the Detroit Tigers will 
support Major League Baseball’s Honorary Bat Girl 
Contest. Fans can share stories of how they, or their 
loved ones, are supporting the cause to

raise awareness and find a cure for breast cancer at 
HonoraryBatGirl.com. The contest, which launched 
in 2009, will identify one fan per MLB Club who 
has a personal connection to breast cancer and

has demonstrated a commitment to battling the 
disease. Supporters of contest participants have the 
opportunity to vote online for these inspirational 
stories.

Tigers to Host Sixth Annual Pink Out The Park on May 17

Courtesy Photo
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Golfers will enjoy 

breakfast,18 holes of golf w/ 
cart, grilled lunch, games,  

prizes, contests, dinner and lots 
of fun .   

Purpose: To install playground equipment for youth  
ages 6-12 years old in our Sports & Fitness park  

 
 

Sponsorship opportunities available.  
For more information & registration please call (989)753 -1151   

 
Mission In The City, 1401 Janes Street, Saginaw, MI 48601  

 
www.missioninthecity.org  

 

“Restoring our community, one person, one block at a time.”  

4 Person- 18 Hole Scramble 
Saturday, July 29, 2017  

Registration Time 7:30 A.M.– 8:30 A.M. TEE Time 9:00 A.M. 
Price $85 Each  

Final Registration is Friday, July 21st after this day onsite registration only  If available.   
 

Swan Valley Golf Course  
9521 Highland Green Drive, Saginaw, MI 48609 

 
PRIZE 
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MIDLAND, Mich. - In anticipation of the 53rd 
Annual Midwest League All-Star Game presented 
by GoGreat.com, the Great Lakes Loons are pleased 
to announce the full schedule of events taking place 
at Dow Diamond on June 19-20.

The festivities begin at 3 p.m. on Monday, June 
19 with a tailgate held on the front lawn of Dow 
Diamond. It's open to the general public and will not 
require a ticket. Inflatables, promotional games and 
other activities will be available for kids, as well as 
a beer garden with drinks available for purchase for 
attendees 21 years of age or older.

Gates to Dow Diamond open at 3 p.m. on June 19 
in preparation for the High School All-Star Game. 
Played annually in mid-July, the matchup featuring 
graduating high school seniors from the surrounding 
area is set to take place prior to the MWL Home 
Run Derby. First pitch is scheduled for 4:05 p.m. 
This will be a ticketed event with your purchase 
gaining you access to the High School All-Star 
Game and MWL Home Run Derby.

The Midwest League Home Run Derby presented 
by Chemical Bank, is scheduled for 7:05 p.m. on 
Monday, June 19. The competition features eight 
sluggers from the Midwest League All-Star teams. 
The format for the derby will follow a shot clock 
system that will have timed rounds through the 
finals. The combined ticket for the HSASG and HR 
Derby are available for $7 (lawn) and $10 (reserved 
box).

Monday's events are capped off by a concert held on 
the front lawn of Dow Diamond featuring Nashville 
recording artist Chris Weaver.  The following day 
the City of Midland, Dow Diamond and the Great 
Lakes Loons will be in the national spotlight for 
the Midwest League All-Star Game presented by 
GoGreat.com. 

Partnering with the Loons for the entire two-day 
event is The Dow Chemical Company. Since the 
team came to Midland in 2007, Dow has been a 
proud supporter of Great Lakes Loons baseball.

Plans for 2017 Midwest League All-Star Game Announced
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ATTENTION
Wednesday, March 1, 2017

Gudfella's Barbershop
will be relocating to
310 North Michigan
Saginaw, MI 48602

PIC OF THE WEEK
Saginaw Spirit Partners with Covenant Kids

On April 22, 2017, 
the Saginaw Spirit 
was proud to partner 
with Covenant Kids 
and make a donation 
to the Covenant 
Kids Telethon in the 
amount of $4,000. 

Covenant Kids 
has now raised 
over $1,000,000 to 
make life better for 
local kids and their 
families.

Photo credit: facebook.com
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Monday, June 12, 2017 
 The Sawmill Golf Club 

19 Sawmill Blvd, Saginaw, MI 48603  

Golf Outing  

Fee: $100 per Individual Golfer 
Format:  

4 person scramble 
Registration: 

9:00a.m.  10:00a.m.  
shotgun start 

Includes:  
Greens Fees, Open Driving 

Range, Hotdog Lunch at the 
Turn, Tee Favor,  

Steak Dinner 

Contact Our Directors : 
kschultz@svsu.edu    C-989-225-2715 

reeder.tom@gmail.com c-989-220-7900  
Jim Petteys  989-798-4645 

Al  Pettyplace 989-798-2223 

S A W M I L L  G O L F  C L U B  
E I G H T E E N  H O L E S  O F  U N I M A G I N A B L E  G O L F  

Voted ‘The Best of the Best Golf Course’  
this premier golf course offers a unique experience 

in the game of golf. It’s natural wetlands, pine 
groves and bunkered fairways provide the challenge 
expected from our design work without sacrificing 
the need to accommodate various levels of play.  
A golf course community in the heart of Saginaw 

Township, Sawmill Golf Club plays 6,735 yards from 
its championship tees and finishes with a beautiful 

545 yard Par-5 that will have the player  
exhilarated until the very end. 

 

 

The Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame 
Is in it's 16th year of raising funds. 

Join us for Fun, Prizes and Great Golf.  
All net proceeds will benefit projects for the SCSHOF  

 

Join us by playing, donating or sponsoring  
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(FLINT, MICH)– More than 100 Flint area children 
participated in the PLAY BALL event held at 
Hardenbrook Park (also known as Jackson Park) 
on Jackson Avenue Saturday, making the event a 
big success. Mayor Karen Weaver also attended the 
event and even did a little pitching to the kids.

“It was so great to see all the kids outside having 
fun playing a sport so many of us grew up playing,” 
said Weaver. “This is what kids should be doing in 
the spring and summer months.”

Major League Baseball, Detroit Tigers Help Kick Off
Return of Youth Baseball in Flint

Major League Baseball teamed up with the Detroit 
Tigers to host a ‘PLAY BALL’ event to support and 
promote a new Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities 
(RBI) program in Flint.  Jackson Park RBI will 
serve as a low-cost baseball and softball league for 
youth throughout the city.  In addition to playing 
opportunities, RBI programs also emphasize 
character development and academic success.  Kids 
who participated in the event Saturday, were also 
able to have their parents/guardians register them 
for the new Jackson Park RBI program.

The PLAY BALL event feature bat and ball 
activities that highlight the variety of fun, informal 
ways baseball and softball can be played. The 
activities will include: home run derby, running 
bases, bat & ball games and more. In addition, each 
participant will receive a bat & ball set to take home 
along with ‘PLAY BALL’ T-shirts and wristbands.

Learn more about this event at
CITYOFFLINT.COM

Courtesy Photos
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unIeash.
You are so much more than a student. At SVSU, we see 
and cuItivate your fuII potentiaI. Our award-winning facuIty 
each partner with you to pursue hundreds of different 
research opportunities, study abroad experiences, academic 
conferences and practicaI internships. CardinaIs fIy far beyond 
the cIassroom. We unIeash our students around the gIobe — 
from presenting at Oxford University to touring Asia for a new 
cuIturaI perspective.

MORE THAN 100 UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE 
PROGRAMS OF STUDY.
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