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Wakanda in Schools: The Black Panther 
Curriculum Makes Its Debut

The film, which opened Feb. 16, offers a 
celebration of Black culture, empowerment, 
ingenuity and beauty in a fictional African nation 
unburdened with systemic racism and oppression.

Raser’s two-part curriculum provides a creative 
opportunity for educators to leverage the film and 
discuss African colonialism and American racism 
separate from the Eurocentric history typically 
taught in American classrooms.

Continues on pg 4, Wakanda in Schools

Written by Shaima Shamdeen 

From moviegoers showing up in traditional 
African garb to Black communities fundraising for 
private screenings and viewing parties, the release 
of Black Panther has demonstrated a political 
consciousness unlike other recent cinematic 
releases. So when Chicago sixth-grade teacher 
Tess Raser shared her Wakanda Curriculum on 
Twitter, it was no surprise that it, too, would be 
celebrated.

Photo by Rich Polk/Getty Images for IMAX
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Cover Story, Wakanda in Schools

Schools receive minimal exposure to social studies, 
she said. Many of her students over her five years in 
the district have had little to no preparation in these 
subjects.

On Feb. 28, The Chicago Sun-Times reported 
that the school board would be closing four high 
schools and one elementary school in the South Side 
Englewood neighborhood because of low test scores 
and lack of enrollment. The closures make way for 
a new $85 million dollar Englewood High School 
set to open in 2019. The news comes just five years 
after the district voted to shut down 50 other schools 
for the same reason, a decision that intensified flight 
from affected neighborhoods, forcing more than 
1,600 Englewood students to leave for other school 
districts.

To increase enrollment in these communities, 
CPS has distributed 73 percent of hundreds of 
millions of dollars in school construction dollars to 
neighborhoods where more than one-quarter of the 
student body is White, WBEZ reports. That amounts 
to just 12 percent of all schools in the district.

“The area is changing, and White people are moving 
in. They want a school for their kids. Meanwhile, 
our schools are fighting to stay alive. I don’t 

know how much CPS would even care or value a 
curriculum like this because they’re focused more 
on test scores,” Raser said.

New opportunities have emerged for Raser since 
her Wakanda curriculum went viral. Despite 
the threat of school closures in her district, she 
remains committed as an educator and admits it’s 
hard to imagine a life outside of school. “These 
viral moments are like the movies where the 
teacher comes in and saves the day, and it’s always 
pleasant,” Raser said, “but there are so many times a 
week where that is not the case.”

In Dayton, Ohio, another teacher, Tina Bailey, was 
inspired to incorporate lessons from Black Panther 
into her fourth-grade classroom.

While wearing a Black Panther mask, Bailey 
greeted her students with the Wakandan salute 
as each entered the classroom to start the day—
another video moment that went viral. For Bailey, 
the salute represented a society where people lived 
harmoniously with each other despite differences.

“No matter where you are from or what tribe you 
come from we can come together,” Bailey said. “We 
can grow together and change things together. We 
may not look the same, but when you enter into our 
classroom we become one.”

For both teachers, Black Panther offers a refreshing 
recentering of the Black narrative, one that unites 
the diverse cultures within the community and 
celebrates Blackness in the image of rulers of a 
kingdom and creators of an advanced world.

“The movie really touched on the relationships and 
tensions among the diaspora,” Raser said. “In my 
area, the kids had previously used the term ‘African’ 
as an insult for someone. That really bothered me, 
so I wanted to address their misconceptions, and this 
was a good moment to hook them into focusing on 
broader themes.”

This article was written by Shaima Shamdeen 
for Yes Magazine and has been re-published with 
permission.

Students are given the space to digest heavy topics, 
such as global anti-Blackness, and learn about 
the effects of colonialism through the experience 
of Wakanda, an African country that escaped the 
emotional, societal, and political trauma of White 
imperialism.

“After seeing Black Panther, I started to think about 
how students could analyze the movie as they 
would with a piece of literature,” Raser said. “It 
was a good way for them to make connections to 
their community and to prepare them to be change 
makers.”

Raser leads a classroom of 30 Black students at the 
Dulles School of Excellence on the South Side of 
Chicago, an area that she said is often referred to as 
“Chicago’s most violent block.”

“There’s just so much that teachers have to deal 
with," she says. "I think the response I’ve received 
really highlights a need that teachers have for 
meaningful radical curriculum that’s created for 
Black children.”

Due to high-stakes standardized testing and 
district pressures to do well on math and reading 
assessments, many students in Chicago Public 

Getty Images
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Flint & Genesee Chamber to Hosts Annual Meeting
reaches full production.

“There were so many outstanding redevelopment 
projects and new investments, including the Lear 
project, that helped to maintain positive momentum 
and keep Flint & Genesee moving forward in 2017,” 
said Chamber CEO Tim Herman. “We are proud 
to have played a role in many of them, working 
alongside our great partners in private and public 
sectors and our community stakeholders.”

Doors open at 11:30 a.m. Admission is $15 for the 
luncheon program and open to the public. RSVP is 
required. The luncheon and program will begin at 
noon. To register, visit https://flintandgeneseemi.
chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/6566.

The Flint & Genesee Chamber of Commerce on 
March 22 will hold its 2018 Annual Meeting at the 
Holiday Inn Flint-Grand Blanc Area, 5353 Gateway 
Centre. Standing firm with last year’s theme, “2020: 
Building the Future” will include a recap of the 
Chamber’s accomplishments from the past year and 
update the progress toward the regional goals.

Keynote speaker Jason Scott, Global Vice 
President of Lear Corp.’s GM Seating Group, will 
discuss talent management as a business strategy. 
Scott’s appearance comes amid considerable 
excitement surrounding Lear’s decision to build a 
new manufacturing facility on the former site of 
Buick City. The plant, which is currently under 
construction, is the first major automotive supplier 
manufacturing facility built in Flint in more than 
30 years. It will employ about 600 workers when it 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in Flint & Genesee County!
are lucky enough to find one, you can turn it in 
for a special prize. For more information, click 
here.

•	 Visit Spicers Winery for a Rueben dip with Irish 
soda bread and a glass of green hard cider.

•	 Check out a local bar. Places such as Timothy’s 
Pub, Bar Louie, Sherman’s Lounge, The 
Agitated Grape and The Corner Bar have 
special menus, drink specials and entertainment 
for the night.

•	 Get active for St. Patrick’s Day with the Pot 
O’ Gold 4 mile run & walk downtown Flint. 
Or if you are feeling slightly less ambitious, 
participate in the Paddy’s Day 1/2K Draft Dash 
and Beer Fest and run 1,640 feet instead of 4 
miles. And follow that up with beer samples, 
food vendors and Irish entertainment.

St. Patrick’s Day is around the corner. Whether 
you celebrate with a corned beef dinner or a pint of 
Guinness, there are plenty of events happening in 
Flint & Genesee to fit your fancy. Deck yourself out 
in green (or orange) and celebrate the day with one 
of these upcoming events.

On Thursday, March 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Catholic Charities is hosting their annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Box Lunch Sale. The box lunch 
includes a corned beef sandwich, chips, coleslaw, 
a pickle and a treat for $7. You can pre-order your 
box lunch by going to caltholiccharitiesflint.org/
stpatricksday.

If you are looking for a place to go on Saturday, 
March 17, you can:

•	 Stop by the Davison Farmers Market in the 
morning and visit Lucky the Leprechaun who 
will be hiding coins around the market. If you 
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WHAT’S YOUR NUMBER?

There are special numbers that we always look forward to.

We pick them. We own them. We love them. We play them. 

They’re our Daily 3&4 numbers.

Try your luck on Michigan Lottery Daily 3&4 games. Daily 3 wagers are 50¢ and $1, and you can 

win up to $500; a $1 wager for Daily 4 has a top prize of $5,000. Drawings are twice a day, seven 

days a week at 12:59 pm and 7:29 pm. Visit your favorite Lottery retailer and play Daily 3&4.

Odds of winning: Daily 3: Straight: 1 in 1,000; 3-Way Box: 1 in 333; 6-Way Box: 1 in 167; 1-Off Straight: 1 in 1,000; 1-Off One Digit: 1 in 167. Daily 4: Straight: 1 in 10,000; 4-Way Box: 1 in 2,500; 6-Way Box: 1 in 1,666; 
12-Way Box: 1 in 833; 24-Way Box: 1 in 416; 1-Off Straight: 1 in 10,000; 1-Off One Digit: 1 in 1,250. Knowing your limits is always the best bet. Call the Michigan Problem Gambling Helpline for confidential help at 1-800-270-7117.



VOLUME 6 • NUMBER 6
The Latino Banner

First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper MARCH 16, 2018

LIDER EN LA DIVERSIDAD Vamos Adelante

LATINO BANNER 								                       Sponsored by Horizons Conference Center 

Ideal Contracting in Southwest Detroit 
Becomes Standalone Minority Business 
Enterprise, Acquires Barton Malow's Interest

In 1998, its first year of business, Ideal 
Contracting had revenue of $5.8 million with 
a staff of five people. Over the years, Ideal 
Contracting and Barton Malow worked together 
to build the company’s leadership and talent base 
as well as cultivating an award‐winning safety 
program and a customer service culture.

The Ideal Group is headquartered in southwest 
Detroit with additional locations in Howell and 
Lansing. The Ideal Group consists of seven 
companies with more than 600 employees and 
combined sales surpassing $300 million.

After 20 years of partnership, Frank Venegas, Jr., 
CEO of The Ideal Group in southwest Detroit, 
and Ryan Maibach, president and CEO of Barton 
Malow in Southfield, announced that Venegas is 
buying out Barton Malow’s interest in Detroit-
based Ideal Contracting, fulfilling the vision of its 
founding members.

In December of 1997, the partnership of Ideal 
Contracting, one of seven companies that make up 
The Ideal Group, and Barton Malow Co., formed 
as a 51 percent/49 percent Minority Business 
Enterprise self‐performing construction company 
with a vision that one day it would evolve into a 
standalone 100 percent minority enterprise.

mhcc.org
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United States Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce 
disappointed by no 
action on DACA

In response to Congress failing to pass a legislative 
fix for DACA before President Trump’s March 
5th deadline, United States Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce Interim President and CEO Fernand 
Fernandez issued the following statement:

“DREAMers were promised a legislative solution 
by March 5th, but that deadline has now passed. 
Once again, despite bipartisan support for DACA 
recipients, our leaders in Congress have failed to 
pass legislation that would provide security for 
the 1.8 million DREAMers—the individuals that 
qualify for or are currently registered for the DACA 
program. DREAMers contribute $40 billion to our 
nation’s GDP each year. They pay $2 billion in state 
and local taxes. Ninety-seven percent of DACA 
recipients are employed, in school, or in the United 
States military.

America needs DREAMers. While the courts have 
staved off the program’s end for now, the USHCC 
remains committed to a legislative solution that will 
safeguard an American future for these individuals. 
The time to act is now. We ask that Speaker Ryan 
and Leader McConnell work for America’s best 
interests and pass legislation that permanently 
solves this issue, ending the pattern of instability.”

Offerwise Launches Hispanic 
Scholarship Program
 Offerwise has announced the launch of the Offerwise Owls Hispanic Scholarship Program 
focused on supporting Hispanic students in pursuing their college education goals.

Offerwise is a research and sampling firm specializing in the U.S. Hispanic and Latin America 
markets. Since 2011, nearly 2.8 million Hispanics have joined Offerwise’s QueOpinas.com survey 
community to share their opinions with corporations nationwide. During this time, it has paid 
over $1.2 million in cash to survey takers to reward them for helping influence the products and 
services of tomorrow.

CEO, Andrew Lissak, stated “In appreciation of helping us grow the largest Hispanic research 
panel in our industry, we are giving back to the community by launching the Offerwise Owls 
Hispanic Scholarship Program. I look forward to congratulating the 4 lucky high school students 
who will become our first Offerwise Owls and awarding them their scholarships to further their 
education”.

In 2018, four Hispanic scholarship recipients will receive $2,500 to contribute toward tuition or 
school fees at an accredited institution. To qualify, students must be a high school senior, be at 
least one quarter Hispanic/Latino and be an undergraduate student in the fall of 2018. Applications 
will be accepted through April 5, 2018. Students can apply at http://www.offerwiseowls.com/

About Offerwise: Founded in 2001, Offerwise is a research and sampling firm specializing in the 
U.S. Hispanic and Latin America markets. It's home to the largest and most representative online 
US Hispanic panel and fastest growing Latin American panel in the industry. Its proprietary in-
house recruitment method ensures the quality its clients demand.
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The 50 Most Powerful Latinas in Business
The Association of Latino Professionals for America (ALPFA) and Fortune.com announced its second annual list of the 50 Most Powerful Latina women in corporate 
America. This list gives a new spotlight to Latina women executives and amplifies their exposure across the country.  These 50 Latina executives are running Fortune 
500 companies, large private firms, and a few are entrepreneurs leading global companies. The four-criteria used were: the size and importance of the woman’s business 
in the global economy, the health and direction of the business, the arc of the woman’s career—résumé and runway ahead—and their social and cultural influence.  Listed 
below are the top 6.  For the complete list visit http://fortune.com/2018/03/14/most-powerful-latinas-2018/

Geisha Williams
CEO and President, PG&E

1

Grace Puma
Executive Vice President 

Global Operations, PepsiCo

2

Maria Castañón Moats
Vice Chair – U.S. and Mexico 

Assurance Leader, PwC

3

Sonia Dulá
Vice Chairman, Latin 

America, Bank of America

4

Gisel Ruiz
Executive Vice President and Chief 

Operating Officer, Sam’s Club

5

Maria Martinez
President, Salesforce Customer Success Group 

and Success Cloud, General Manager, Salesforce 
Latin America, Salesforce

6
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When a community works together, anything 
is possible. That’s why we strive to create 
opportunities through jobs, education, and 
promoting the responsible use of our technology. 

That’s why we proudly support the Michigan 
Banner and congratulate its team on the 
occasion of the Banner’s 15th anniversary!

Believe. Do.
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Hemlock Semiconductor offers Scholarships to students in 
the Great Lakes Bay for Engineering Summer Youth Program

and CEO of HSC. “We want to give students this 
experience to explore engineering and experience 
college life.” 

Students who are selected for this competitive 
scholarship program will: 

•	 Explore engineering by constructing a building 
strong enough to withstand an earthquake, 
create an artificial intelligence army, and much 
more. 

•	 Get inside information from role models 
working in engineering fields. 

•	 Work in teams to solve engineering problems 
and complete group projects. 

•	 Experience college life-stay in a residence hall, 
explore campus, and meet others with similar 
interests. 

•	 Enjoy team competitions, a variety show, and 
many outdoor activities in Michigan's beautiful 
Keweenaw Peninsula. 

“We have been running Summer Youth Programs at 
Michigan Tech since 1972 - we love giving students 
a chance to explore different fields of engineering 
in a hands-on way,” said Amanda McConnon, 
Assistant Director of the Center for Pre-College 
Outreach at Michigan Tech. “It's also a great chance 
for high school students to meet other participants 
from all over the country who share their interests.” 

The Engineering Scholars Summer Youth Program 
runs from July 21-28, 2018. Program information 
and scholarship application can be found at: https://
www.syp.mtu.edu/docs/Hemlock_Semiconductor_
Booklet.pdf

Hemlock Semiconductor (HSC) is offering thirty 
high school students in the Great Lakes Bay Region 
a full scholarship to attend Michigan Technological 
University’s Engineering Scholars Summer Youth 
Program. Scholarship applications are currently 
being accepted for students in Saginaw, Midland 
and Bay counties until April 10, 2018. 

Summer Youth Program Scholarships provide 
funding for high school students to attend a week-
long program at Michigan Tech to fully immerse 
them in STEM subjects and explore careers in 
engineering and related disciplines. Selected 
participants will receive a scholarship that covers all 
tuition, classroom supplies, room, board and round 
trip charter bus transportation from the Great Lakes 
Bay Region. 

“HSC and Michigan Tech have a long and robust 
relationship – much of our engineering talent has 
come from MTU,” said Mark Bassett, Chairman 

mtu.edu
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HEALTH   

Saginaw County Department of Public Health 
Offers hepatitis A Vaccine Clinic

•	 Persons with chronic liver disease

Hepatitis A, a vaccine-preventable disease, is an 
infection of the liver caused by the hepatitis A
virus (HAV). HAV is found in feces of people with 
hepatitis A and is most commonly spread by eating
contaminated food or water, during sex, or just by 
living with an infected person. Symptoms of HAV
infection include:

•	 Nausea and vomiting
•	 Stomach pain
•	 Feeling tired
•	 Fever
•	 Loss of appetite
•	 Yellowing of the skin and eyes
•	 Dark urine

•	 Pale-colored feces
•	 Joint pain

Persons with commercial insurance should bring 
their ID and insurance card to the clinic. Uninsured 
or underinsured persons may receive the vaccine at 
no cost through Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services’ Adult Vaccine Program.

Hepatitis A vaccine is also available during 
regularly scheduled immunization clinics. For 
more information on HAV or immunization clinic 
locations, please contact us at 989-758-3840 or visit 
our website at www.saginawpublichealth.org.

The Saginaw County Department of Public Health 
(SCDPH) announces a public hepatitis A vaccine 
clinic scheduled for Friday, March 9, 2018 from 
10:30 AM – 12:30 PM at the East Side Soup 
Kitchen, 940 E. Genesee Ave., for persons 19 years 
of age and older.

It is currently recommended that those that are at 
highest risk of contracting hepatitis A receive the 
hepatitis A vaccine. High risk individuals include:

•	 Persons who use injection and non-injection 
illegal drugs

•	 Men who have sex with men
•	 Persons who are currently homeless or in 

transient living conditions
•	 Persons recently incarcerated
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Saginaw County Community Mental Health Authority, 
among 3 sites selected to coordinate physical and 
behavioral health services in Michigan

pilots. The department used this input to develop a 
white paper which describes the parameters for the 
pilots. 

MDHHS issued a Request for Information (RFI) on 
Dec. 20, 2017 to select the Section 298 Initiative 
pilot sites. Proposals were due Feb. 20, 2018.

The RFI included the following mandatory 
minimum requirements:

•	 The applicant is a Community Mental Health 
Service Provider (CMHSP).

•	 The applicant has submitted a signed 
memorandum of support from at least half of 
the Medicaid Health Plans (MHP) within the 
proposed pilot region, which demonstrates their 

engagement in pre-planning activities.

•	 The applicant has submitted a plan 
demonstrating full financial integration as 
required under Section 298 of Public Act 107 of 
2017.

Contracts for implementation of the pilots will be 
between MDHHS and the MHPs operating in the 
pilot regions. In the coming months, MDHHS will 
work with the selected CMHSPs and MHPs to 
finalize the structure of the pilots. It is anticipated 
the pilots will be implemented by Oct. 1, 2018.

For more information about the Section 298 
Initiative, visit Michigan.gov/stakeholder298.

LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services (MDHHS) announced 
the pilot sites for the state’s Section 298 Initiative.

The selected pilots are:

•	 Muskegon County Community Mental Health 
(HealthWest) and West Michigan Community 
Mental Health

•	 Genesee Health System

•	 Saginaw County Community Mental Health 
Authority

Muskegon County Community Mental Health and 
West Michigan Community Mental Health, which 
are geographically contiguous, are conducting a 
joint pilot.

The Section 298 Initiative is a statewide effort to 
improve the coordination of physical health services 
and behavioral health services in Michigan. This 
initiative is based upon Section 298 in the Public 
Act 268 of 2016. The Michigan legislature approved 
a revised version of Section 298 as part of Public 
Act 107 of 2017.

Under the revised Section 298, the Michigan 
Legislature directed MDHHS to implement up to 
three pilot projects and a separate demonstration 
model in Kent County to test the integration of 
publicly-funded physical and behavioral health 
services. MDHHS has been working since August to 
develop the structure of the pilots, which focuses on 
payer-level integration of Medicaid-funded physical 
health and behavioral health services.

The department collected feedback and solicited 
input from representatives of the current system on 
specific issues pertaining to the development of the 

courtesy photo
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PINNACLE DESIGN 
residential & commercial interiors 

 3700 Bay Road, Saginaw, MI 48603  
T (989) 790-7240 | F (989) 790-1191  

 
Visit Us Online:  

PinnacleDesign.biz 

Facebook.com/PinnacleDesignSaginaw 
 

 

Please visit our website for listings of our vendors.  
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Shriners Hospitals for Children Chooses Covenant 
HealthCare for Launch of Telehealth Location in Saginaw: 
First in Michigan

Shriners Hospitals for Children are known for their 
care in orthopaedics, cleft lip and palate, spinal cord 
injury rehabilitation and in burns and soft tissue 
conditions and the Covenant HealthCare location 
allows interaction via high-speed internet and 
HD cameras. In addition, medical information is 
transmitted electronically via digital stethoscopes, 
otoscopes, dermoscopes, and general exam hand-
held cameras providing great detail for physicians at 
the Shriners Hospitals. 

“Shriners Hospitals for Children are committed to 
serving patients and families with more convenient 
and flexible care,” said Mark Niederpruem, 
administrator at Shriners Hospitals for Children 
— Chicago. “Our hospitals have been providing 
telehealth services throughout the country for 

nearly a decade; however, this launch marks an 
advance in technology and the hospital’s agility in 
the continually changing delivery models for health 
care. It also launches the first telehealth clinic for 
the Chicago Shriners Hospital.” 

As officials at Shriners Hospitals began digging 
into this project, they felt Covenant HealthCare 
was the right organization to partner with based 
on the organization’s established telemedicine 
service through Covenant VirtualCare and its vast 
array of regional obstetric and pediatric services. 
As the region’s leader in pediatric care, Covenant 
HealthCare provides quality medical services to 
children in Michigan’s northern lower peninsula and 
beyond. 

The partnership with Covenant HealthCare helps 
local Elf Khurafeh Shriners connect local families 
with the highly specialized care they need, while 
helping them save money on transportation costs 
to the Chicago and Cincinnati hospitals. These 
local Shriners raise funds year-round to provide 
transportation – via their own purchased vehicles 
with volunteer drivers – to families who would 
otherwise not be able to afford the trip. It is a 
cornerstone of the local Shriners’ purpose to connect 
children in their area who need the specialized, 
wrap-around care of Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

“The opportunity to help even more children access 
care they need in a way that is convenient for 
families and help the local Shriners use their dollars 
effectively was something we wanted to support,” 
says Jaime Magness, Program Administrator for 
Covenant VirtualCare. “Covenant HealthCare is 
committed to providing Extraordinary Care for 
Every Generation and this is just another way to 
do so. It is such an honor to be able to serve the 
children and families of our community. The smiles 
and satisfaction expressed by our patients lets us 
know that we are making a difference.”

Officials with Shriners Hospitals for Children in 
both Chicago and Cincinnati have announced a new 
collaboration with Covenant HealthCare in Saginaw, 
Michigan to provide children and local families 
with increased access to their specialists at the two 
pediatric specialty care hospitals. 

Shriners Hospitals for Children and Covenant 
HealthCare have opened a new telehealth location 
in Saginaw providing an opportunity for patients in 
the Great Lakes Bay Region and beyond to receive 
consultations from physicians and caregivers at 
both the Chicago and Cincinnati Shriners Hospitals, 
via new state-of-the-art telehealth equipment. The 
equipment is located at a Covenant HealthCare site 
allowing the caregivers and physicians of Shriners 
Hospitals to see patients and families in Michigan. 

courtesy photo
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INTERSECTION OF BUSINESS & WEALTH   

AT&T Names David Lewis 
President of AT&T Michigan

President. “Michigan has an impressive track 
record of implementing forward-thinking public 
policy when it comes to communications and 
technology, and I am confident that David’s 
leadership will continue to position AT&T as a 
leader in this effort.” 

AT&T has more than 6,000 employees working 
and 13,000 retirees living in Michigan, and the 
company has invested more than $1.4 billion in 
its best-in-class wired and wireless networks in 
Michigan between 2014 and 2016. 

“AT&T’s reputation around the State Capitol and 
in communities across Michigan is strong, and the 
work we are doing is bringing greater investment 
and innovation to benefit everyone,” Lewis said. 
“I am excited, honored, and eager to lead the 
AT&T Michigan team and to make Michigan my 
new home.” 

Lewis began his distinguished career in public 
service as an Indiana Governor’s Fellow. 
Following his fellowship, David worked for 
the Indiana Department of Commerce in the 
Community Development Division before joining 
the Office of Lieutenant Governor as special 
assistant for legislative affairs. 

In 2001, David joined U.S. Senator Evan Bayh’s 
office as his Regional Director for Central 
Indiana, and in 2003, was appointed as Indiana’s 
Clerk of the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, 
and Tax Court, making him the 4th African 
American in the history of Indiana to serve as a 
state-wide elected official and the 2nd African 
American to serve as Clerk. 

Lewis is an undergraduate of Ball State 
University, with a Masters of Public Affairs 
from Indiana University-Purdue University 
Indianapolis.

AT&T has named David Lewis president of 
AT&T Michigan. Lewis is a near 10-year veteran 
of the company’s external, government, and 
public affairs efforts. 

A native of Indianapolis, Lewis joined AT&T 
Indiana in 2009 as the company’s Director of 
External and Corporate Affairs. In addition to his 
service to AT&T, Lewis has been a member of the 
Board of Directors for the Indianapolis Chamber 
of Commerce, the United Way of Central Indiana, 
the Hispanic Business Council, Fort Wayne 
Urban League, and the NAACP state education 
committee. 

“We are absolutely thrilled to have someone 
of David’s background and professional 
experience leading our team in Michigan,” said 
Paul La Schiazza, AT&T North Central Region 

Yeo & Yeo CPAs & Business Consultants is 
pleased to announce that Kelly Smith, was 
recently honored with the most prestigious award 
bestowed by the firm, the Spirit of Yeo award. 
The Spirit of Yeo award recognizes an individual 
within the firm who exemplifies the attributes of 
the firm’s mission and core values. 

“Kelly Smith is immeasurably dedicated to this 
organization and puts the needs of the employees 
before her own every day,” said President and 
CEO Thomas Hollerback. “Kelly brings new 
and valuable programs to the firm that make Yeo 
& Yeo a great place to work,” said one of her 
nominators. 

Smith is based in the firm’s Saginaw office and is 
the firm’s Senior Human Resources Manager. She 
is a member of the Great Lakes Bay Chapter of 
the American Payroll Association. 

In the award’s fourth year, 23 nominations were 
submitted by Yeo & Yeo employees. The firm’s 
Career Advocacy Team reviewed the submissions, 
and many individuals were nominated more than 
once. 

Yeo & Yeo Honors 
Kelly Smith
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Jon Block Takes General Manager Position with SMG
supporter of arts and entertainment in our region, 
I have admired these facilities and the wonderful 
entertainment they have hosted throughout the 
years. I look forward to working with Saginaw 
County, the Saginaw Spirit, and all community 
stakeholders in growing the impact of the Dow 
Event Center & Huntington Event Park throughout 
the region in the coming years.” – Jon Block, 
General Manager – SMG/Dow Event Center & 
Huntington Event Park 

While with SMG, Jon has led the implementation of 
new security standards and operations, contributed 
to the Saginaw Spirit lease extension, oversaw 
facility operations and led booking efforts in both 
the Heritage Theater & The Red Room. Jon also 
led the operations department in revamping the 
process of planning shows and ensuring the proper 
implementation of shows on the day of events. 

“Jon has done a good job as the Assistant GM 
and the interim-GM and I look forward to seeing 
his leadership style continue to evolve into 
positive investments at The Dow Event Center 
and Huntington Event Park. I also look forward to 
working with Jon on advancing the mission of this 
leading entertainment venue in the Great Lakes Bay 
Region.” said Robert Belleman, Saginaw County 
Controller/CAO 

“As the main tenant of the Dow Event Center, the 
Saginaw Spirit organization is thrilled that Rich 
MacKeigan and SMG have promoted Jon Block to 
be the GM of the Dow Event Center. Jon is a local 
guy that understands our market and is part of the 
fabric of Riverfront Saginaw. We have worked with 
Jon for many years, both at the Dow Event Center 
and when he was the GM of the Temple Theatre, 
and we have found him to be an honest, hard 
-working and talented professional manager. We 
wish Jon all the best and look forward to working 
together to continue to provide excellent customer 
service experiences to Saginaw Spirit fans as they 
come to the Dow.” – Craig Goslin, Managing 
Partner/President – Saginaw Spirit 

“I am pleased Jon Block has agreed to be the SMG 
General Manager in Saginaw. Jon has done a 
great job with our SMG team as Assistant General 
Manager at The Dow Event Center and I am pleased 
he has agreed to take on the GM role. Jon is a long-
time resident of the community with established 
relationships in the region and I am confident 
he will be able to sustain and grow our efforts in 
Saginaw.” said Richard MacKeigan, SMG Regional 
General Manager. “I look forward to working with 
Saginaw County Leadership, the Saginaw Spirit, 
and Jon as we continue the momentum established 
in the region.”

SMG is pleased to announce Jon Block has accepted 
a new role, within the company, as General Manager 
of The Dow Event Center and Huntington Event 
Park. In this new role, Jon will lead the overall 
daily management, operations and promotion of the 
facilities. The Dow Event Center and Huntington 
Event Park hosts over 250 events annually and 
includes live performances, conventions, banquets 
and sporting events as well as being home to the 
Saginaw Spirit OHL hockey team. Jon starts his new 
role on the 1st of March. 

Jon joined SMG two years ago and most recently 
served as the Assistant General Manager of The 
Dow Event Center and Huntington Event Park 
in Saginaw. He previously worked at the Temple 
Theatre in Saginaw for seven years managing event 
booking, event & building operations and the box 
office. 

“I am honored and humbled to be named as the 
General Manager. I look forward to building on 
the foundation that the SMG team & the previous 
General Managers have built. As a lifelong resident 
of the Great Lakes Bay Region and a longtime 
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Catholic Federal Credit Union 
Employees Celebrate Milestone 
Anniversaries

Catholic Federal Credit Union recently recognized the following staff members 
who are celebrating a milestone anniversary in 2018 with the credit union. 

(Left to Right as shown in the picture) 

Front Row: 
Tiffany Watkins, 15 years; Kay Knippel, 40 years; Julie Thornton, 20 years; Lisa 
Ulicki, 25 years; Peggy LaDouce, 15 years; Elinor Ehlert, 5 years 

Back Row: 
Byron Weber, 15 years; Marsha Caylor, 5 years; Mallory Kosiara, 5 years; Amy 
Benkert, 10 years; Sara Schram, 5 years; Marsha Frank, 15 years; Rebecca 
Swanson, 20 years; Mindy Wolpert, 10 years 

Missing from Photo: 
Rachael Krenz, 10 years; Nadine Kapka, 5 years

SBAM's Annual Meeting & Small Business Summit is the 
premier event for Michigan small business owners. Here's 
what we have planned this year!

 - Expanded Exhibit Hall
- Silent Auction
- In-depth panel discussions on hot topics
- Luncheon featuring keynote with Michigan's gubernatorial 
candidates

Please mark June 21st on your calendar now and watch 
for special early bird ticket prices to be released when 
registration opens up in early April.
 
If you're interested in sponsorship and exhibitor 
opportunities, now is a great time to commit!

Contact Heather Hamilton, Director of Member Services, for 
more details at heather.hamilton@sbam.org or (517) 492-
1230.

Save the Date!
SBAM's Annual Meeting & 
Small Business Summit 
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APPRAISAL SERVICES
Clarence W. Osborne Jr.,
Certified General Appraiser
Residential and Commercial
989-746-9721
989-780-2088

AUTO
Garber Buick
5925 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-497-4444
Labadie Olds
711 S. Euclid
Bay City, MI 48706
Terry Reed, Sales Professional
989-667-2000 Ext. 341
Direct 989-460-0341
Fax 989-667-0103
Email terry.reed@labadieauto.com
Website www.labadieauto.com
McDonald Pontiac-GMC, Inc.
5155 State Street
Saginaw, MI 48603
Leon V. Washington
Sales & Leasing Professional
989-790-5155
Leonwa1@yahoo.com
Saginaw Valley Ford Lincoln
4201 Bay Road
Saginaw, MI 48603
Parys Liddell - Sales Consultant-Lincoln 
Certified Representative
989-792-2453

Jones Pre-Owned Auto Sales
3623 Dixie Highway
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-8120

AUTO DETAIL
Morningstar Auto Detail Shop
306 East Remington Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-482-6505

AUTO REPAIR
Saginaw Fleet Service
Wayne lewis - Manager
6273 Dixie Hwy.
Bridgeport, MI 48722
989-777-7010

BANK
Community State Bank
Offices in: Albee • Birch Run
Chesaning • Montrose • New Lothrop
Saginaw Loan Center • St. Charles
Thomas Township
www.gotocsb.com

BEAUTY
Imani Beauty Salon
Felicia Thomas
212 Federal Ave. (Downtown)
Saginaw, MI 48601

Reflections of U Too
Louise McKinnie, Owner
2103 Sheridan Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-753-4600
Unique Cuts & Massage
1502 Court Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-327-2338
Unique Cuts II
3125 E. Holland
Saginaw, MI 48601
Unique Cuts III
4797 Dixie Hwy.
Saginaw, MI 48607
Unique Styles Beauty Salon
119 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

CLEANING SERVICES
Best Choice
Floor Maintenance & Carpet 
Cleaning
989-316-8327
bestchoicefmandcc@hotmail.com

DENTISTS
Jack W. Nash, DDS Cosmetic and 
Restorative Dentistry
1320 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-752-1200

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
Great Lakes Bay Michigan 
Works!
312 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone 989-752-3145
Fax 989-752-3075

FASHION
Where Did U Get That Hat? 
Specializing in Custom Designs 
“Sunday’s Best”
Yvonne Ellison/Milliner
Phone 989-529-4193
E-mail yeellison@aol.com

FINANCIAL
Team One Credit Union
520 Hayden Street
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-6575
888-288-3261
Wanigas Credit Union
1837 Bagley
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-759-5780

FLORISTS
Erika’s Flowers
214 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9330
www.erikasflowerssaginaw.com

FOOD & DINING
Spencer’s Route 46
Spence Dambro Proprietor
5530 Gratiot
Saginaw, MI 48638
989-793-3400
www.spencerfinefood.com

FUNERAL HOMES
Evans & Browne's Funeral Home
441 N. Jefferson Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-0481
www.evansbrownesfuneralhome.com

HEATING AND COOLING
HORIZON
Azola Williams
989-755-8650 Business
989-233-3295 Cell

HEALTH CARE SERVICES
ComForcare Home Care
515 N. Washington Ave.
Suite 404
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-752-5501
www.mbsmichigan.comforcare.com

First Choice Staffing Agency
339 S. 25th Sreet
Saginaw, MI 48601
(989) 890-1659    (989) 714-7303
FirstChoiceStaffing15@gmail.com

Great Lakes PACE
3378 Fashion Square Blvd.
Saginaw MI 48603
Phone: 989-272-7610
Fax: 989-272-7669
www.greatlakespace.org

PHOTOGRAPHY
E. B. Studio
212 Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-397-4144

PUBLICATIONS
David Hall
Crimiel Publications LLC
POB 20061
Saginaw, Michigan 48602

RESTAURANTS
Rite Spot
1205 Lapeer
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-6001

RETAILERS
GREEKS “R” US
2203 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-4925
riggins52@charter.net

SHOE REPAIR
Morgans Shoe Repair
308 Federal Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-9207

TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT
Buena Vista Charter Township
Dexter A. Mitchell Township Manager
1160 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI 48601
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EDUCATION

Tri-City (MI) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated 
launches Links Scholars Program

individuals who are pursuing higher education 
through the distribution of a scholarship to high 
school students in the GLBR, and we regularly 
support HBCU’s with financial donations.

In June of 2017 the Tri-City (MI) Chapter of 
the Links, Incorporated participated in a retreat 
designed to get the members of the Tri-City area, 
Midland, Saginaw and Bay City, thinking about 
what could be done in our communities to improve 
the area. There was considerable conversation about 
education, income, and other needs of the region. 
It was decided that The Tri-City (MI) Chapter 
of The Links, Incorporated would continue their 
37-year legacy of serving the community through 
‘Transformational Programming’ by working with 7 
th and 8 th grade girls at Thompson Middle school. 
In January 2018, the chapter launched the Links 
Scholars Program in partnership with Saginaw 
Public School District (SPSD) and The Willie 
Thompson Middle School.

To that end, the Tri-City (MI) Links have designed a 
6-year program that will lead students on a journey 
of learning and discovery and with the assistance of 
the SPSD, have identified twenty 7 th and 8 th grade 
students from Thompson Middle School to mentor 
and assist with college preparation through self-
discovery and self-development. The Tri-City (MI) 
Links have chosen to reference these young people 
as ‘Link Scholars’ and want the young ladies to start 
thinking of themselves as intellectuals who have the 
ability to effectuate positive change in their lives.

The focus of the 2017-2018 academic year for 
this multi-year project is Literacy. The plan is to 
improve the literacy skills of the students and to 
expose students to their heritage under the overall 
theme of “Sankofa: Visiting My Past to Prepare for 
My Future.” This exposure is intended to assist the 
“Link Scholars” in identifying their heritage and to 
recognize the potential impact it can have on their 
current and future life experiences. This year, a 

number of methods will be explored in an effort to 
show the Link Scholars what is possible, including: 
exposure to literary projects by African-American 
authors, support as they explore their African 
Ancestry, assistance in gathering information about 
information literacy and cyber stalking/bullying, 
stimulate their creativity in the production of new 
and meaningful ways of exploring their worlds, 
provide information and knowledge on how to use 
food to live better and healthier lives, and encourage 
the development of positive self-esteem.

The Tri-City (MI) Links understands that it takes 
a village to raise a child and we are willing to help 
create the change we want to see in the world. None 
of the above would be possible without the help 
of those in our communities. We are asking for the 
support of the Great Lakes Bay Region in doing 
this important work and would like to invite you to 
attend our yearly fundraiser. All of the programming 
done by the Tri-City (MI) Links is funded by 
our Jeans, Jewels and Jazz Champagne Brunch 
fundraiser, which will be held on Saturday, April 7, 
2018 at the Horizon Conference Center. This event 
will start at 10:30 am and will go until 1 pm. We 
invite all in the Saginaw, Bay City and Midland area 
to support this event. Those interested in attending 
can purchase tickets by going to Eventbrite.com and 
searching for Jeans, Jewels &amp; Jazz Champagne 
Brunch Fundraiser, or by contacting the Tri-City 
(MI) Links at tricitylinks@gmail.com

The Tri-City (MI) Links has a 37-year long history 
of service to the Great Lakes Bay Community. This 
service has taken the form of service to improve 
the educational experiences of those in the GLBR. 
We collaborated with the United Way of Saginaw 
County to bring the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library to the area. The Imagination Library 
provides books each month to children age 0 – 5 
throughout Saginaw County. We implemented 
“Links to Success” Signature program at Coulter 
Elementary school. We have also supported 
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SVSU forensics team captures multiple awards at state 
tournament

 Jrew Brickel, a criminal justice major from 
Midland, finished in sixth place and took home the 
top novice honor in the extemporaneous speaking 
event.

 Jayla Gaskins, a communication major from 
Detroit, earned sixth place in dramatic interpretation 
along and was named top novice for the 
competition.

 Jill Castle, a communication major from Standish, 
earned the top novice award in the after dinner 
speaking event.

Gina Kearly, a communication major from Midland, 
earned seventh place award in the poetry category.

 Due to their previous success in the fall, three 
SVSU students, Brickel, Castle, and Tiler Jewell, 
a creative writing major from Essexville qualified 
for the National Forensic Association National 
Championship tournament at the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh that will be held from April 
19-23.

 Amy Pierce, SVSU associate professor of 
communication, serves as the team’s faculty adviser.

 For more information regarding the Michigan 
Intercollegiate Speech League State Forensics 
Tournament, please visit michiganspeech.wordpress.
com/events.

The Saginaw Valley State University forensic 
team continued to reap the rewards of its hard 
work, winning several honors at the Michigan 
Intercollegiate Speech League State Tournament at 
Eastern Michigan University Saturday, March 10.

 SVSU students claimed four of the 11 top novice 
awards, given to the student who places highest 
in an event and has participated in fewer than six 
competitions. SVSU was one of eight Michigan 
colleges and universities who competed at the event.

Darious Henry, a communication major from 
Chesterfield Township, earned second place in prose 
speaking, along with being the top novice in that 
event.

courtesy photo
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access and inclusion at the University of Idaho; 
and director of the office of diversity and equality 
at Southern Illinois University Carbondale. She 
received a Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, where she also received a master's 
degree in medieval history and a bachelor's degree 
in history.

Tuesday, March 20
Brian Corpening

Corpening is assistant provost for diversity and 
community partnerships at the University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. His previous 
roles include dean of student development at St. 
Louis Community College at Florissant Valley 
in Missouri and chief of staff to the president of 
Bunker Hill Community College in Boston. Prior 
to those positions, he served as director of the 
multicultural center at Illinois State University. 
Corpening holds a doctorate in educational studies 
from the University of Oklahoma, a master's degree 
in management sciences with specialization in 
human resource management from Binghamton 
University in New York, and a bachelor's degree 
in political science from the University of Central 
Florida.

Wednesday, March 28
A.T. Miller

Miller is assistant vice provost of academic diversity 
at Cornell University. His previous experience 
includes several roles at the University of Michigan, 
including faculty director of the Center for Global 
and Intercultural Study and chair of the Council on 
Global Engagement, director of global intercultural 
experience for undergraduates, and coordinator 
of multicultural teaching and learning. He holds a 
doctorate in American civilization with an emphasis 
on African and African-American cultural studies 
and social science history from the University 
of Pennsylvania, a master's degree in American 
civilization from Davidson College in North 
Carolina, and a bachelor's degree in American 
studies.

Thursday, March 29
Cecil Howard

Howard is interim associate vice president, chief 
diversity officer and Title IX coordinator for the 
University of South Florida system. He also is the 
chief diversity officer at the University of South 
Florida St. Petersburg and an adjunct instructor 
at Santa Fe College in Gainesville, Florida. His 
previous roles include executive director of social 
equity and Title IX coordinator at Shippensburg 
University of Pennsylvania, and chief diversity 
officer for the city of Gainesville, Florida. He holds 
a juris doctorate from Texas Southern University 
and a bachelor's degree in government from Florida 
State University.

Students, faculty and staff are invited to meet four 
candidates for the university's new vice president 
and chief diversity officer.

The candidates, selected by a search committee led 
by Title IX coordinator Katherine Lasher, will each 
attend an open forum and special student forum in 
the evening during their campus visit.

In November 2017, the university launched a 
national search to fill the new role. This new 
administrative position will lead campuswide efforts 
to define, create and promote diversity, inclusion 
and cultural competency. Reporting to the university 
president, this individual will be responsible for 
developing and implementing a strategic plan to 
further diversity across campus and leading efforts 
to create a diverse, inclusive and welcoming 
environment for all students, faculty, staff, alumni 
and community members. The role provides 
strategic leadership and management in policy 
development for the operation of programs, training 
and engagement to achieve institutional diversity 
and cultural competency goals.

During upcoming campus visits, members of the 
campus community are invited to attend open 
forums from 2 to 3 p.m. or 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. in 
the Bovee University Center Auditorium. In the 
evenings, students are invited to engage with 
candidates over pizza from 6-7:30 p.m. in the Bovee 
UC lobby.

Those who are unable to attend may view the 2 p.m. 
or 4:30 p.m. open forums online via livestream. A 
CMU global ID and password will be required to 
access the event.

Monday, March 19
Carmen Suarez

Suarez is vice president of global diversity and 
inclusion at Portland State University in Portland, 
Oregon. Her previous roles include chief diversity 
officer and assistant vice provost for student affairs 
at the University of Idaho; director of human rights, 

Students, faculty and staff invited to meet 
candidates for CMU's VP/Chief Diversity Officer

istock.com
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•	 Will McDonald, an elementary teacher at 
Frances Reh Academy in Saginaw

•	 Rebecca Meredith, a special education 
resident teacher in Saginaw Public Schools

•	 Mike Newman, a principal for Saginaw 
Township Community Schools

•	 Jesse Place, a high school teacher for 
Saginaw Township Community Schools

•	 Matt Schmidt, superintendent of Bangor 
Township Schools

Prior to the panel discussion, SVSU will 
present the 2018 Harold W. Peterson Award 
for Excellence in Teaching to Jenna Perez, a 
second grade teacher at Loomis Math, Science 
and Technology Academy in the Saginaw Public 
School District.

Saginaw Valley State University will welcome 
leading educators from the Great Lakes Bay 
Region to provide insight and motivation for 
students and others seeking education careers 
during “The Heart of Teaching” forum Friday, 
March 16 at 1:30 p.m. in Gilbertson Hall.

“Now is a great time to become a teacher, in 
terms of job prospects. There is a shortage of 
candidates reported all over Michigan,” said 
Craig Douglas, dean of SVSU’s College of 
Education. “We hope hearing from current 
educators will inspire and motivate individuals 
considering a teaching career.”

The event will feature a panel discussion in Ott 
Auditorium designed to share the motivation 
and challenges behind becoming a teacher. The 
following educators are scheduled to appear:

•	 Adele Martin, superintendent of Frankenmuth 
Public Schools

SVSU seeks to inspire future teachers 
in “Heart of Teaching” event

Getty Images

A groundbreaking ceremony, celebrating the launch 
of construction of the new Delta College Saginaw 
Center, will be held on Monday, March 26 at 3pm. 
The learning center will be located at 319 East 
Genesee Avenue in downtown Saginaw. 

The $12.2 million capital construction project is 
made possible through partial funding from the state 
of Michigan, as well as Delta College’s Plant Fund 
reserves. The property for the new Saginaw Center 
was purchased from the City of Saginaw.

Construction will begin immediately with the new 
three story, 35,000 square foot building anticipated to 
be occupied by June 2019, with the first classes being 
offered in the fall 2019 semester.

The construction project manager is Spence Brothers 
Construction and the architectural firm is WTA 
Architects. Both firms are headquartered in Saginaw, 
Michigan.

Delta College 
Announces 
Saginaw Center 
Groundbreaking
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Sabrina 
Beeman-Jackson

Saginaw ISD Head 
Start/Early Head 

Start Program 
Director

About Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Established in 1965, Head 
Start promotes school readiness 
for children, ages three to five, 
in low-income families by 
offering educational, nutritional, 
health, social and other services.

Head Start programs promote 
school readiness by enhancing the 
social and cognitive development 
of children through the provision 
of educational, health, nutritional, 
social and other services to 
enrolled children and families.

Early Head Start, launched 
in 1995, provides support to 
low-income infants, toddlers, 
pregnant women and their 
families.

EHS programs enhance 
children’s physical, social, 
emotional, and intellectual 
development; assist pregnant 
women to access 
comprehensive prenatal and 
postpartum care; support 
parents’ efforts to fulfill their 
parental roles; and help parents 
move toward self-sufficiency.

Together Head Start and 
Early Head Start have served 
tens of millions of children 
and their families.

At Saginaw ISD Head Start 
our attentive staff is available 
Monday through Friday to 
answer all your questions and 
make every effort to ensure you 
are 100 percent satisfied.

“Our mission is to provide high 
quality services, developing school 

readiness and family empowerment 
for prenatal to age five children and 
families by working in partnership 
with parents and the community.”

-Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

Saginaw ISD Head Start
Claytor Administrative Building

3200 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone 989.752.2193

Fax 989.921.7146

Office Hours
Monday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Friday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

For additional information concerning
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Head Start 
graduates are 
more likely to 
graduate from 

high school and 
less likely to need 
special education, 
repeat a grade, or 
commit crimes in 

adolescence.”

 Joe Baca, former 
Dem. Calif. 

Congrmn., Dist. 43.



PAGE 29
The Michigan Banner

First Great Lakes Bay Regional NewspaperMARCH 16, 2018

301 E. Genesee Ave. Suite 201., Saginaw MI 48607      |      989-992-2600       |       themichiganbanner.com

Does class bias blind our decision making?

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES   

Mel and Pearl Shaw | Courtesy Photo

 Copyright 2018 – Mel and Pearl Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are authors of four books on fundraising available on 
Amazon.com. For help growing your fundraising visit www.saadandshaw.com 
or call (901) 522-8727.

When people don’t use “formal register” in 
these situations they can be misunderstood – 
and sometimes suffer dire consequences – due 
to preconceptions that middle class people may 
have about how people speak and what that 
means. 

Stability and access to knowledge are the 
bedrock of today’s middle class. Achieving and 
sustaining stability makes us “middle class.” 
All of us – regardless of our class – manipulate 
time and money in an attempt to achieve 
stability. How we manage our time and life is 
now a form of knowledge, and access to that 
knowledge is a new form of privilege. 

Race and class are not synonymous. African 
Americans are not by definition poor, or 
from poor families. White people are not by 
definition middle class or 
wealthy. Yes, there are 

distinct correlations between race and class, but 
if we don’t recognize the distinctions we cannot 
see ourselves and our community. 

Even though you might be African American, 
you cannot assume you understand the culture 
of poverty and how people living in poverty 
today make decisions and why. You may 
think you know, but you may have forgotten. 
Middle class assumptions are exactly that – 
assumptions. 

Learn more about Dr. Payne’s work at www.
ahaprocess.com

Recently we had the opportunity to participate 
in a workshop called A Framework for 
Understanding Socio-Economic Differences 
facilitated by Ruby K. Payne, Ph.D.  It was an 
eye-opening session. Here’s just a little of what 
we learned. 

A community needs all of its members. We – as 
residents, community leaders, elected officials, 
and government employees – have to value the 
needs and aspirations of all our members. That 
means keeping a focus on the needs of people 
living in poverty, those who are middle class, 
and those who are wealthy. 

Access to resources contributes to stability, and 
the differences between those who are resourced 
and those who are under-resourced play out in 
all aspects of life. According to Dr. Payne there 
are nine different types of resources, the most 
recognized being financial resources. The others 
are equally important and include emotional, 
mental, and spiritual resources; physical health; 
and our support systems, relationships and role 
models. 

Two other resources are “knowledge of the 
hidden rules” and ability to use “formal 
register.” Each social and economic class has 
hidden rules. We usually learn them when 
we break them! Formal register refers to the 
ability to speak and write in language that is 
typically used in work situations and school. 
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COMMUNITY   

Dr. Reva Curry to Receive PTK College 
Administrator Award

“Dr. Curry’s longterm vision and support of our 
local Phi Theta Kappa chapter, XI Delta, has been 
unmatched,” said Crystal Starkey, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor of English and Delta College PTK 
Advisor.

Phi Theta Kappa is the premier honor society 
recognizing the academic achievement of students 
at associate degree-granting colleges and helps 
members to grow as scholars and leaders. The 
Society is made up of more than 3.5 million 
members and nearly 1,300 chapters. Delta College’s 
PTK chapter has 251 members.

Curry has been with Delta College since 2014. She 
earned her Ph.D. in Educational Leadership from 
the University of Pennsylvania and was formerly 
Vice President of Student Services at Salem 
Community College and Executive Director of the 
new Center for Community Engagement at Stockton 
College. Before transitioning to administration, Dr. 
Curry was a full-time faculty member at the Medical 
College of Georgia, Thomas Jefferson University 
and Harrisburg Area Community College. 

Dr. Reva Curry, Delta College Vice President of 
Instruction & Learning Services will be recognized 
by Phi Theta Kappa along with 26 other college 
administrators for the Distinguished College 
Administrator Awards during PTK Catalyst 2018.

The Society’s annual convention will take place 
in Kansas City, Missouri on April 19-21. The 
Distinguished College Administrator Awards are 
presented to college vice presidents, deans, or 
directors serving at postsecondary institutions who 
have demonstrated a strong level of support for the 
PTK chapters on their campuses. 

courtesy photo
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Get ready!! It is time to mark your calendar for 
the premier cooking event of the year…..These 
Men Can Cook! We are rolling out a brand new 
name for this signature event with a brand new 
look and logo too. The name may be new, but 
the event stays as great and fun as it has always 
been. Now is the time to start planning your 
recipe, saving the date and telling your family 
and friends.

EVENT DETAILS

Date:		  Thursday, April 19, 2018

Location:	 Apple Mountain Resort

Time:		  5:30 p.m.  Cocktails and Conversation
		  6:00 p.m.  Parade of Chefs
		  6:15 p.m.  Food Tasting and Festivities
		  7:45 p.m.  Announcement of Winners

As one of our chefs, you prepare one of your 
favorite dishes and then share sample servings 
with the guests attending the night of the 
event.  We draw a large crowd, but you are only 
responsible for providing 30-40 sample size 
servings.  You and the other chefs will have 
stations all set up in the main room and then the 
fun really begins.  It is an event like no other in 
Saginaw and we know you will want to be a part 
of this year’s festivities.

Proceeds from this event benefit the programs of 
the Saginaw Bay Symphony Orchestra.

If you have any questions, please feel free to 
reach out to: Ashley Lister, Chairperson at 
alister@wildfirecu.org or call 989-249-8292 
or Kristina Kukla, Co-Chair at marketing@
saginawbayorchestra.com or call 989-755-6471.

Mid-Michigan Children’s Museum will host its 
6th annual Indoor Tooth-Friendly Egg Hunt

SAGINAW, MI – March 5, 2018: The Mid-Michigan Children’s Museum will host its 6th 
annual Indoor Tooth-Friendly Egg Hunt 9:30am – 4:00pm on Saturday, March 24th. With 
support from numerous dentists and orthodontists, including presenting sponsor Thomas 
Orthodontics PC, children will enjoy a fun, healthy egg hunt along with a day of engaging 
gallery-play! Proceeds from the event enhance the Mid-Michigan Children’s Museum 
galleries and help create museum access for all Great Lakes Bay Region children.

General admission or membership to the Mid-Michigan Children’s Museum provides entry 
into the Egg Hunt. Children will scour gallery exhibits in search of hundreds of plastic eggs. 
In exchange for their find, they’ll receive a tooth-friendly gift bag including all the essentials 
for healthy smiles as well as some fun!

The Mid-Michigan Children’s Museum is the only hands-on museum in our Great Lakes 
Bay Region designed solely for children ages newborn through 10 years old. Each gallery 
was designed by children’s museum specialists and educators to ensure that children are 
educationally engaged as they play.

To learn more about the event, please call (989) 399-6626.
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Spencer’s Restaurant
5530 Gratiot Road

between M-47 & Center Rd. in Saginaw, MI
989.793.4500

www.spencersroute46.com

NOW OPEN EVERYDAY at 4pm
Spencer Dambro, Owner

GoGarber.com

The Great Lakes
   Bay Region
     Does Better
      with Garber.

GoGarber.com

“I have purchased our last eight vehicles from Garber, both
  new and used.  I have met many of the employees and whether
  the person is the greeter, the general manager, a sales or service
  person, the Garber philosophy is evident. Using a professional
  approach, everyone exudes friendliness, with a sincere desire
  to satisfy the customer's needs.  Garber cares.  From efficient
  and excellent service performed, to its continuing support
  and generous contributions for the benefit of the Great Lakes
  Bay Region, you can count on Garber.  I've come to expect
  more from Garber, and I get it!  It matters where I buy my car. 
  That’s why I buy from Garber!”
 Tom Metiva, Trustee for Tittabawassee Township
  A Founder and Board Member - Freeland Sports Zone
 
 

“I 
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GLB Health Centers and SPSD to host 8th Annual REALTALK Event
On Thursday, March 29, 2018 from 10:00am-
6:00pm, at Saginaw High School (3100 Webber 
St. Saginaw, MI 48601), Great Lakes Bay Health 
Centers along with SPSD Safe Schools Healthy 
Students Initiative, will be presenting the 8th Annual 
REALTALK 2018 youth event. In conjunction with 
the youth event, they will also be hosting the “Real 
Families of Saginaw” Parent Empowerment Day.

During REAL TALK, there will be workshops 
designed to teach young people how to prevent 
HIV, other sexually transmitted infections (STIs), 
and unplanned pregnancies. There will also be 
workshops focused on bullying prevention, how 
to respectfully interact with law enforcement, 
sexting and the law, self-esteem, human trafficking 
prevention, and much more. The information will 
be presented by several community leaders, and 
some youth leaders. Abstinence – choosing not 
to have sex—will be emphasized as the SAFEST 
choice. In addition, accurate information about other 
protection methods will also be provided. Students 
will learn and practice ways to resist pressure 
to have sex, and will also learn some decision-
making and communication skills. In addition to 
the workshops, a special performance will be done 
by the Corner Health Center Theater Troupe of 
Ypsilanti, MI.

Parents are also asked to be part of prevention. The 
“Real Families of Saginaw” event will empower 
parents with information and skills to help their 
students make healthy life choices. Featured in 
the workshop will be the “Talk Early, Talk Often” 
parent training. This will equip parents with tools 
and resources needed to talk to their kids about sex.

In addition to the workshops, there will be several 
activities for the youth to participate in, including 
open gym activities and a talent show featuring 
some of Saginaw’s best youth talent. Youth MUST 
have parental consent to attend this youth event!  
Space is LIMITED! Registration is limited to the 
first 200 youth!

To pre-register for both the youth and parent event, 
please call or email Amanda Forsmark at 989-399-
6125 or aforsmark@glbhealth.org
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Custom 
Hand- 
Made 
Hats 
for any 
Occasion 
By 
Design 
Specialist 
Yvonne 
Cabine 

~For more information contact~ 
Yvonne (989) 529-4193 or online 

Wheredidyougetthathat.net 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Anderson Enrichment Center 
120 Ezra Rust, Saginaw, MI 

ADMISSION  IS  $10.00 

Where Did You Get That Hat 
Presents... 

Hat-Filled Ballroom Dance 
Solo Praising Hat Dance 
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989.372.0433 
kmscreativegroup.com

Leon Washington
Sales Professional

5155 State St.
Saginaw, MI 48603

989.790.5155
866.790.5155

www.McDonaldAuto.com
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Faith Harvest Church 
to present free Good 
Friday Drama in 
celebration of Easter

Faith Harvest Church located at 1734 N. Mason 
in Saginaw will host "Change Your Tune". 
Show times are March 30 at 3:30 p.m. and 7:00 
p.m.  and free tickets are available at the church 
or at www.faithharvestministry.org 

This family-friendly drama focuses on the 
five contestants who appear on a popular 
television show called ‘Change Your Tune.’ 
Each contestant has a theme song that over the 
years, has defined his or her life and character. 
The song has ultimately become their signature 
become their signature. The host of the show 
attempts to get each contestant to examine his 
or her life regarding the song they have chosen 
to define it. Each contestant enters the TV show 
stage from the dark side with an invitation to 
leave from the light side. Their choice is to stay 
the same (leave through the dark) or change 
their tune (leave through the light). Follow 
along each contestant’s journey, filled with 
humor and intrigue and just try to imagine if he 
or she will be one of the contestants to ‘Change 
Your Tune.’

Faith Harvest Church is a multi-ethnic, non-
denominational ministry that provides practical 
teaching for everyday living. Its vision is 
to significantly impact the Great Lakes Bay 
Region and touch the world. Since 1999, Faith 
Harvest Church has provided free dramas for 
the community on Good Friday.

Chippewa Nature Center to Host 
Annual Maple Syrup Day March 17

pure maple syrup. There will be an 1870s sap 
boiling demonstration, instruction on how to make 
syrup at home in small batches, guided tours of the 
sugarbush. Visitors can practice tapping a tree and 
will enjoy a scavenger hunt in the Sugarbush with a 
St. Patrick’s Day twist as they search for the elusive 
bucket containing green sap!

In the Schoolhouse, there will be a maple puppet 
play on the hour from 10 am to 3 pm and a maple 
syrup story time on the half-hour from 10:30 am to 
3:30 pm. In the Homestead Cabin, visitors can enjoy 
the smell of maple recipes cooking on the wood 
stove, then swing by the Timber Frame Barn for a 
taste of "sugar on snow" as we make old fashioned 
maple syrup taffy.

Learn more at www.chippewanaturecenter.org. To 
volunteer, contact Cathy Devendorf at cdevendorf@
chippewanaturecenter.org or (989) 631-0830.

Maple Syrup Day is generously sponsored by 
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP (signature sponsor); 
Ace; Carey Plumbing & Heating, Inc.; Gambrell 
Milster and Associates PLC; Veterans Alarm 
Incorporated and Dr. Marianne and Frederick 
McKelvy.

The woods and sugarhouse come to life as 
Chippewa Nature Center hosts Maple Syrup Day on 
Saturday, March 17 from 10 am to 4 pm with food 
and fun for all ages throughout the day! Admission 
is free for members and kids under 18 and $4 for 
nonmembers 18 and up.

Visitors can also enjoy a pancake meal from 10 
am-2 pm for $7 for ages 13 and up, $5 for ages 3-12 
and free to children under age 3. Members receive 
reduced rates of $6 (ages 13 and up) and $5 (ages 
3-12), and are offered an additional seating time of 
9-10 am.

Crafts and hands-on activities in the Visitor Center 
will engage children of all ages as they discover the 
magic of maple syrup season. Visitors can watch 
the Midland Woodcarvers create their amazing 
projects and join traditional skills expert Jim Miller 
as he shares how Native Americans lived in our area 
many years ago. There will be hands-on activities 
and demonstrations just outside the Visitor Center 
at the Wigwam. Sweet treats and other nature-based 
items can be found in the Nature Center Store.

When attendees are ready to see the process of 
making maple syrup, they can take a wagon ride 
to the Sugarhouse where sap will be boiled into 

courtesy photo
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 Saginaw-Shiawassee

CAN Council Saginaw County
1311 N. Michigan Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-752-7226
Fax: 989-752-2777
www.cancouncil.org

The New Ezekiel Project
P.O. Box 3470
Saginaw, MI 48605-3470
989-755-1620
Fax: 989-755-4038
www.theezekielproject.com
jamie@theezekielproject.com

Good Neighbors Mission
1318 Cherry Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-399-9918

Great Lakes PACE
3378 Fashion Square Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-272-7610
Fax: 989-272-7669
www.greatlakespace.org
jdarby@greatlakespace.org

Great Lakes Bay Health Centers
501 Lapeer Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-759-6400

Houghton-Jones Task Force
1708 Johnson Street
Saginaw, MI
989-752-1660

Lighthouse Outreach Center
808 James Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-928-9096

Mobile Medical Response
834 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-758-2900

Samaritas Community Center
3145 Russell Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-5805

Pit and Balcony Theatre
805 N. Hamilton
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-754-6587
www.pitandbalconytheatre.com
pitandbalconytheatre@yahoo.com

Public Libraries of Saginaw Butman-Fish, 
Hoyt, Wickes & Zauel Libraries
505 Janes Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0904
www.saginawlibrary.org

Restoration Community Outreach
1205 Norman
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-1886 / fax 989-753-2880
rcosag@yahoo.com

Saginaw County Business & Education 
Partnership
1213 South Washington Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-399-0016

Saginaw County Community Action 
Agency, Inc. (CAC)
2824 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7741

The Saginaw Community Foundation
1 Tuscola, Suite 100
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0545

Youth M.O.V.E. Saginaw
989-798-5679
www.youthmovesaginaw.org
movesaginaw@gmail.com
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A MET 529 prepaid college savings plan makes a great holiday gift. Buy college credits for the 
future at today’s prices and we’ll waive the $25 enrollment fee. Use coupon code: 2017MPA www.SETwithMET.com

They’ll need to go to college...

16-MET-0157-PrintAdRefreshandResizes-MPA-9.5x5.5_PP.indd   1 11/22/16   4:43 PM

310 N. Michigan Ave
Saginaw, MI 48602

THURMAN
989-714-3071

AHMAD
989-482-7520
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Bethel AME Church
Pastor P. David Saunders
535 Cathay St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-7011

Bread of Life Harvest Center
Senior Pastor Rodney J. McTaggart
3726 Fortune Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-790-7933

Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson
3317 Lapeer Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2444

Christ Fellowship Baptist Church
Rev. Robert Davis, Jr. 
818 N. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-4435
PastorD818@gmail.com

Corinthian Baptist Church
Pastor Roy L. Manning
104 S. 10th St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-1820

Faith Harvest Church
Bishop Ronald E. Chipp
1734 N. Mason
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-4200
www.faithharvestministry.org
office@faithharvestministry.org

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-3212

Greater Renaissance
Pastor Cedric R. Cheatham
1535 S. Warren Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-1455
260-515-6456

Greater Williams Temple
Bishop H.J. Williams
608 E Remington St
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-5291

Jacob's Ladder
Pastor Dempsey Allen
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-6601

Life in Christ Ministries
Pastor Dennis Cotton, Sr.
2915 S. Washington Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-4465
LifeInChristMinistries07@gmail.com

Messiah Missionary Baptist Church
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
Pastor Otis Washington
Phone: 989-777-2636
Fax: 989-777-2640
messiahmbc@att.net
www.messiahsag.org

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Pastor Marvin T. Smith
1114 N. 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-8064

New Beginnings Life 
Changing Ministries
Pastor Otis Dickens
2312 S. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-3650

New Birth Missionary 
Baptist
Pastor Larry D. Camel
3121 Sheridan
Saginaw, Michigan
989-327-1755

New Covenant Christian 
Center
Pastor Ron Frierson
2395 S. Outer Drive
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-8485

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey
1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7600

New Life Baptist Church
Pastor Rufus Bradley
1401 Janes St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-1151

New Mt. Calvary Baptist Church
Pastor Alfred "AJ" Harris Jr.
3610 Russel St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-0801

Ninth Street Community Church
Pastor William L. Scott Jr.
Assistant Pastor Rex Jones

1118 N. 9th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-7366

Prince of Peace Baptist Church
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2841
Pastor Robert C. Corley Jr.

St. John Ev. Lutheran Church
Pastor Connie Sassanella
915 Federal Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48607
Phone: 989-754-0489
Worship: 9:30 AM
stjohnlutheranelcasaginaw.weebly.com

Saginaw Valley Community
Pastor Richard Sayad
3660 Hermansau
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-752-4769

St. Lukes CME Church
1121 Tusola
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-755-0351

The Potters Touch Ministries
Pastor Kareem J. Bowen
1402 North 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-9406
facebook.com/ThePottersTouch

Transforming Life 
Ministries
Pastor William Brown
3024 South Washington 
Avenue

Saginaw, MI 48601-4353
989-754-9573

True Vine Baptist Church
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-0751

Victorious Belivers Ministries Church
Rev. Christopher V. Pryor
624 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI
989-755-7692

Wolverine State Baptist Church
615 S. Jefferson Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48607

World Outreach Campus of Greater 
Coleman Temple Ministries
Supt. H.J. Coleman Jr.
2405 Bay Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-752-7957

Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor Rodrick Smith
721 Johnson
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-9621
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POLITICS & PUBLIC POLICY   

Congressman Dan Kildee, Senator Debbie 
Stabenow and Senator Gary Peters ask EPA 
Inspector for Update on Flint Investigation

aid included $100 million to help Flint replace lead 
pipes and make much-needed improvements to 
its infrastructure, $50 million for expanded health 
care for Flint families and resources to create a 
lead exposure registry, and funding to activate at 
least $200 million for federal loans available to 
communities across the country to address lead and 
other water contamination issues. The legislation 
was signed into law by President Obama in 
December 2016.

Below is the full text of the letter to the Inspector 
General Elkins.

Inspector General Elkins:

As you know, on January 21, 2016, the Office of 
Inspector General for the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) notified officials that 
it would begin an investigation into the causes 
of the Flint water crisis. This information will 

be very helpful in ensuring that a similar crisis 
never happens again, either in Flint or any other 
community across America. Equally important, it 
will also help to bring justice to the thousands of 
families in Flint who are still living with the effects 
of this ongoing crisis.

Seeing as how this investigation began over two 
years ago, we write to seek an update as to when 
you anticipate this investigation will be completed 
and released to the public.

We would appreciate a written response by March 
9th.

Sincerely,

Dan Kildee

Debbie Stabenow

Gary Peters

Congressman Dan Kildee (MI-05), Senator Debbie 
Stabenow and Senator Gary Peters today sent a 
letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Inspector General Arthur Elkins asking for an 
update on when their investigation of the Flint water 
crisis will be completed and released to the public.

On January 21, 2016, the Office of Inspector 
General for the EPA announced that it commenced 
an investigation into the causes of the Flint water 
crisis to ensure that a similar tragedy does not 
happen elsewhere. A full report has yet to be 
released, over two years after the investigation 
began.

Congressman Kildee, Senator Stabenow and 
Senator Peters have worked together to bring much 
needed relief to Flint families. Because of their 
bipartisan work with Republicans and Democrats, 
in December 2016, Congress passed $170 million 
in federal aid directed at helping Flint recover. The 

cnn.com
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Michigan is compliant with REAL ID

gold circle on the upper right. There is no extra fee 
for a REAL ID-compliant card unless people apply 
for one outside of their normal renewal cycle. The 
cards do not contain Radio-Frequency Identification 
(RFID) technology.

To obtain a compliant card, residents will need to 
bring a certified birth certificate or another legal-
presence document to any Secretary of State office. 
People whose names have changed since birth also 
must bring in name-change documents, such as a 
marriage license or court order along with their birth 
certificate. Residents who have a valid passport with 
their current name may bring that in instead of a 
birth certificate and name-change document.

People who do not apply for a REAL ID-compliant 
license or ID card when they renew will receive 
a standard one with “NOT FOR FEDERAL 
IDENTIFICATION” printed on it. Having a 
noncompliant card does not affect a Michigan 
resident’s ability to vote, drive, purchase firearms, 
buy age-restricted items or apply for federal 
benefits.

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson announced on 
Jan. 24 that the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security has officially confirmed that Michigan fully 
complies with the federal REAL ID Act.

The state’s full compliance status means all 
Michigan driver’s licenses and ID cards will be 
accepted until Oct. 1, 2020, to board domestic 
flights, or enter federal buildings, nuclear plants or 
military bases.

On Oct. 1, 2020, Michigan residents will need 
REAL ID-compliant driver’s licenses or ID cards or 
another accepted identification document to board 
flights or enter federal sites.

“To help people avoid the headache and cost of 
getting another approved ID document just to fly 
for business or to visit loved ones, we now offer 
Michigan residents a REAL ID-compliant license 
and ID card,” Johnson said. “We still have a 
standard license for all other identification purposes 
for residents who don’t want one when they renew.”

Compliant cards are marked with a star inside a 

Horn, O’Brien host 
Saginaw press 
conference to discuss 
sexual assault legislation

LANSING, Mich. — State Sen. Ken Horn, 
R-Frankenmuth, joined Sen. Margaret O’Brien, 
R- Portage, and Saginaw-area leaders on 
Monday, March 12 to discuss the recently 
introduced package of bills aimed at combatting 
sexual assault.

Senate Bills 871-880 would update and expand 
numerous existing laws and also create new 
protections in statute. The bills would update 
current law to allow prosecutors to bring charges 
of second-degree criminal sexual conduct (CSC) 
against a minor at any time after the act occurs, 
while also allowing charges of third-degree 
CSC against a minor up to the survivor’s 48th 
birthday, or within 30 years of an accuser being 
identified by DNA evidence.

The bills would also allow victims of childhood 
sexual abuse to remain publicly anonymous 
when bringing a claim in the Michigan Court of 
Claims and eliminate the current time limit for 
filing a claim.

Courtesy Photo | State Sen. Ken Horn, R-Frankenmuth, 
stands with Sen. Margaret O’Brien, R- Portage; Judge 
Patrick McGraw; CAN Council President Suzanne 
Greenberg; Margaret Bach of Child and Family Services; 
and Mark Gaertner of the Saginaw County Prosecutor’s 
office as they discuss important updates to the state’s sexual 
assault laws.
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COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

• INTERIOR DESIGN 
• OFFICE FURNITURE 
• COMMERCIAL FURNITURE 
• SPACE PLANNING 
• ERGONOMICS 
• SOUND MASKING 
• WINDOW TREATMENTS  
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PINNACLE DESIGN 
residential & commercial interiors 

3700 Bay Road, Saginaw, MI 48603 
T (989) 790-7240 | F (989) 790-1191 

 
Visit Us Online: 

PinnacleDesign.biz 

Facebook.com/PinnacleDesignSaginaw 

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES 

• INTERIOR DESIGN 
• KITCHEN & BATHROOM 

DESIGN 
• FURNITURE 
• LIGHTING 
• WINDOW TREATMENTS 
• INSTALLATION & 

MAINTENANCE 
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SPORTS

The Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame’s press 
conference to announce its Class of 2018

their high school, community college, four-year 
college, university or professional team or sport: 
or by meritorious effort on behalf of athletics.  The 
corporation will annually nominate, elect, honor and 
award truly outstanding Saginaw County male and 
female athletes.

Any questions can be directed to Hall of Fame 
President Jack B. Tany at (989) 737-4725.

The Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame’s press 
conference to announce its Class of 2018
inductees will be held Wednesday, April 18, 2018, at 
the Castle Museum of Saginaw County
History, 500 Federal Avenue in Downtown Saginaw.

A social hour will start at 5:30 p.m. with the press 
conference starting immediately at 6 p.m.

The press conference is open to the public. While at 
the Castle Museum, the Hall of Fame room
will be open for people to view the current exhibits.

The purpose of the Saginaw County Sports Hall 
of Fame is to foster amateur sports competition 
by recognizing present and former area athletes, 
coaches and others who have distinguished 
themselves in the field of athletics, either 
individually or by virtue of their performance on 
or in connection with athletic teams representing 

courtesy photos
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MSU Spartans extend their Big Ten record with 21st 

consecutive NCAA Tournament Appearance

history, it's also the fourth longest in NCAA history 
(Kansas, 29; North Carolina, 28; Duke, 23). In 
addition, MSU's streak is the third-longest active 
streak in the nation (Kansas, 29; Duke, 23).

Bucknell won both the Patriot League regular 
season and tournament championship. The Bison 
won the regular-season title by four games with 
a 16-2 league record, and went on to win the 
tournament championship with wins over Loyola, 
Boston and Colgate. Bucknell enters the NCAA 
Tournament with an eight-game winning streak.

Friday's game will mark the second-ever meeting 

between Michigan State and Bucknell. The Spartans 
defeated the Bison, 64-52, on Nov. 21, 2003, in East 
Lansing.

No. 6 seed TCU will face the winner of No. 11 
seeds Arizona State and Syracuse.

The Midwest Regional is set for March 23 and 
March 25 (Friday, Sunday) at the CenturyLink 
Center in Omaha, Nebraska. The 2018 Final Four 
will be held at the Alamodome in San Antonio, 
Texas, on March 31 and April 2 (Saturday, 
Monday). 

EAST LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan State extended 
its Big Ten record by earning a bid to the NCAA 
Tournament for the 21st consecutive season, 
receiving a No. 3 seed in the Midwest Region.

The Big Ten Champion Spartans (29-4) will face 
No. 14 seed Bucknell (25-9) in the first round on 
Friday, March 16 at 7:10 p.m. in Detroit at Little 
Caesars Arena. The game will be broadcast on CBS 
with Ian Eagle, Jim Spanarkel and Allie LaForce on 
the call.

Michigan State's streak of 21 straight NCAA 
Tournaments is not only the longest in Big Ten 

msuspartans.com
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PIC OF THE WEEK
Todd Jeffery "T. J." Duckett , who played football at 
MSU and was drafted by the Atlanta Falcons in the 
2002 NFL Draft sins pictures and memorabilia the 
Saginaw Sports Collectors Show on March 10, 2018 at 
Kochville Veterans Hall.
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Brittany Saunders is ready to pay it forward. The Chicago native enroIIed at 
SVSU with ambitions to pursue a teaching career. Brittany was encouraged 
and invigorated by other passionate educators who worked cIoseIy with her to 
ensure she wouId accompIish her goaIs. And she is. Even before she was set 
to graduate, Brittany couId boast a résumé with a paid internship in a schooI 
district aIong with K-12 cIassroom experience. Now she can’t wait to begin 
a professionaI career, inspiring students with the same kind of one-on-
one attention she received from her professors at SVSU.


