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Karen S. Carter delivers 
commencement address to SVSU 
graduating class

KAREN CARTER

Karen S. Carter, president of Dow’s 
Packaging & Specialty Plastics (P&SP) 
business operating segment, has been se-
lected to address Saginaw Valley State 
University’s graduating class during two 
commencement ceremonies on Saturday, 
Dec. 16.

Nearly 500 SVSU students who are 
completing degrees have expressed their 
intent to participate in the commence-
ment ceremonies.

The first of the two ceremonies will 
begin at 10 a.m., recognizing graduates 
from SVSU’s College of Arts & Behavioral 
Sciences; College of Science, Engineer-

ing & Technology; and the Scott 
L. Carmona College of Business. 
The second ceremony, at 2:30 
p.m., celebrates graduates from 
the College of Education and 
the Crystal M. Lange College of 
Health & Human Services.

Both ceremonies will be held 
in O’Neill Arena in SVSU’s Ryder 
Center and will be livestreamed.

Carter, who has spent her en-
tire career at Dow, was named 
president of P&SP in November 
2022. With annual sales exceed-
ing $29 billion, the business 
unit is widely recognized as the 
world’s largest materials supplier 
of polyethylene resins and func-
tional polymers used in a wide 
variety of applications.

Since joining Dow in 1993, 
Carter has served in a progression 
of roles. Prior to being named 
president of P&SP, Carter served 
four years as Dow’s chief human 
resources officer and chief inclu-

sion officer, successfully institutionalizing 
inclusion and diversity as key drivers for 
long-term growth.

Carter has been widely recognized for 
her innovative leadership, including being 
named to the EMpower 100 Senior Execu-
tives Role Model List supported by Yahoo! 
Finance in 2020, 2021, 2022, and by You-
Tube in 2023. Most recently, she was in-
ducted into the Kansas African American 
Museum Trailblazer Hall of Fame.

Carter completed a bachelor’s degree 
in marketing from Howard University and 
a master’s degree in international business 
from DePaul University.
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TIS’ THE SEASON
History points to a number of infamous battles fought on soil far away from the homeland of the combatants. Some for just 
causes and others in unspeakable acts of aggression. With treacherous waters or dense woodlands behind them and enemies 
before them, it would make sense to attempt as hasty a retreat as possible – return to their vessels and make every effort to es-
cape the dangers they were facing. There were no exits, off ramps or side roads available to evade the risks of battle. There are 
variations of the phrase, ‘Burn the ships’ recorded in history books and literature. The term was used by leaders commanding 
justifiably fearful troops fighting seemingly unsurmountable odds turning the tide and experiencing victory when they realized 
there was no turning back. We have entered into the holiday season which demands joyful words of expression, lots of cheer, 
gift giving (which requires shopping i.e., often exhausting limited resources), and of course, spending time with family and oth-
ers who may not support our efforts to focus on our mental health and well-being. While it may seem a daunting task to achieve 
what lies ahead, this may be the time to dismantle (burn) vessels which cause us to remain in or return to unhealthy or non-
productive habits.

‘Tis the Season’ may appear a bit misleading for an article leading with stories of battles and burned ships. It is, however, a very 
meaningful and fitting analogy for how families and individuals might very well close out the year of 2023 and move into a new 
year, 2024 carrying minimal baggage. This baggage might be filled with anger and resentment, unforgiveness, hurt, self-defeat-
ing thoughts or behaviors, the list could go on and on. The pressures of the holiday season, right down to competing in the ugly 
sweater contests in the workplace, can be the source of anxiety and/or depression. We tend to engage in the same behaviors year 
after year promising ourselves that next year we will do it differently, more responsibly, and with more conservative spending. 
We then retreat into that which is familiar (habits of old) – lather, rinse, repeat. It is time to burn the ships and move forward 
into the peaceful days ahead that are the natural and very positive outcome of self-discipline and stick-to-itiveness. Promise 
yourself and those you trust for accountability that it will be different this year so that you won’t turn back into habits of old that 
have proven to be setbacks and cause angst in the home, relationships, and your own journey to healthy living or recovery. Even 
if your story is that attempts to change course before have led right back to where you started, it’s time to try again. In the words 
of the brilliant mathematician Albert Einstein, ‘Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.’

Leaving ships in the harbor, available for a hasty retreat makes transition difficult. People who count on you, often to your own 
detriment, are led to believe that you have not fully committed to change. If you are not committed, they won’t be either. This 
pertains to unhealthy intimate connections as well as other imbalanced and unhealthy ties. Burned ships leave no pathway for 
them to impact you or for you in moments of uncertainty to return to the past. We deserve so much better than just getting by. 
Instead, we must repeatedly pledge to ourselves that we will try again and again until we find the place of accomplishment that 
gives us peace. We then become stronger, making every day a bit better than the day before.

There will of course be obstacles. Setbacks are to be expected. Remember that slow progress is far better than no progress at all. 
C.S. Lewis said, ‘There are far, far, better things ahead than anything we leave behind.’ Keep going. Repetition is critical to suc-
cess. Repeatedly leave old habits behind until they no longer pose a threat to plans for a successful future. Past mistakes, putting 
trust in those who abused it, lack of knowledge, poor decisions – we’ve all been there. Still, we deserve all the good things life 
has to offer. In this last month of the year, let’s burn the ships and move forward. There are remarkable things in store for those 
who stay on course.
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YOUTH

By DONIQUA SOVIA

The least likely of women. The least likely of men. 
The least likely of location, is where a miracle 

began. The place of birth wasn’t fit for a King, but 
He wasn’t hear to fit into anything. He was here to 

shake the world, and pave a way for all to be saved.

 He yearned for knowledge at such a young age, 
He performed his first miracle at a wedding which 
resembles a new change. He taught all who would 
listen, and His followers his lead they did take. He 
was moved with compassion, time and time again. 

 He casted out demons, broke bread with the 
heathens, educated the Pharisees and offered 

kindness to the enemies. He healed all diseases, 
from leprosy to the blind. He loved on the children 

and pushed boundaries all the time. He taught 
love, and compassion, He lived in prayer and 

fasting, He said “I am the answer” and indeed He 
was. 

  He’s the epitome of strength, and He’s mercy 
personified, He’s the way, the truth, and the 

ultimate light. He makes ways when there seems 
not to be one, and He’s the gift from God; His one 

and only Son.

The least likely of women. The least likely of men. 
The least likely of location, is where a miracle 

began. The place of birth wasn’t fit for a King, but 
He wasn’t hear to fit into anything. He was here to 
make the world shake, and pave a way for all to be 

saved.

The Least Likely
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There are numerous ways for teens to 
give back during the holidays or winter 
break. Here are some ideas:

Volunteer at a Local Charity:
Many organizations, such as food 
banks, shelters, and community centers, 
welcome volunteers during the holiday 
season. Teens can donate their time to 
help those in need.

Organize a Donation Drive:
Teens can coordinate a donation drive 
at their school or in their community to 
collect items like canned goods, warm 
clothing, blankets, or toys for those less 
fortunate.

Visit a Nursing Home or Hospital:
Spend time with elderly residents in 
nursing homes or patients in hospitals 
who may not have family around during 

the holidays. Activities like reading, 
playing games, or simply providing 
companionship can make a significant 
impact.

Bake and Share Treats:
Baking cookies or other treats and sharing 
them with neighbors, local fire stations, 
police departments, or community service 
workers is a thoughtful way to spread 
holiday cheer.

Tutor or Mentor Peers:
Offer to tutor classmates or younger 
students during the break. Sharing 
academic skills and knowledge can be a 
valuable contribution.

Write Letters to Soldiers or 
Hospitalized Children:
Organizations like Operation Gratitude 
facilitate sending letters to deployed 

troops, and programs like Cards for 
Hospitalized Kids allow teens to create 
uplifting cards for children in hospitals.

Assist at a Animal Shelter:
Local animal shelters often need extra 
help during busy seasons. Teens can 
volunteer to walk dogs, clean kennels, or 
assist with adoption events.

Participate in a Community Clean-
Up:
Organize or join a community clean-up 
event to improve local parks, streets, or 
public spaces. This not only contributes 
to the community's well-being but also 
promotes environmental responsibility.

Create Care Packages for the 
Homeless:
Assemble care packages with essential 
items like socks, toiletries, non-perishable 
snacks, and water. Distribute these 
packages to homeless individuals or 
through local shelters.

Organize a Fundraiser:
Plan and execute a fundraiser for a cause 
you care about. This could involve hosting 
a charity event, selling handmade crafts, 
or organizing a sponsored activity.

Participate in a Holiday Gift Drive:
Many organizations run gift drives during 
the holidays to provide presents for 
families in need. Teens can contribute by 
donating gifts or helping organize and 
distribute them.

Environmental Projects:
Get involved in environmental initiatives, 
such as tree planting, cleaning up local 
parks, or participating in conservation 
efforts.

Remember, the key is to find some-
thing that aligns with your interests and 
passions. Giving back during the holidays 
is a rewarding experience that not only 
benefits others but also provides a sense of 
fulfillment and gratitude.

Easy ways for teens & college kids to give back 
over the winter break

COURTESY PHOTO
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LANSING, Mich. — The Michigan 
Youth Challenge Academy (MYCA) will 
hold a graduation ceremony for 103 cadets 
of class #49 at 10 a.m. on Dec. 16, 2023, 
at the W.K. Kellogg Auditorium at 50 
Van Buren St. W, Battle Creek, MI 49017. 
Doors will open at 9 a.m. and the ceremo-
ny is open to the public.

The graduating class consists of cadets 
from across the state, hailing from 35 dif-
ferent counties: Allegan, Bay, Branch, Cal-
houn, Cheboygan, Clare, Clinton, Craw-
ford, Eaton, Genesee, Grand Traverse, 
Hillsdale, Huron, Ingham, Ionia, Isa-
bella, Jackson, Kalamazoo, Kent, Lapeer, 
Lenawee, Macomb, Mecosta, Montcalm, 
Muskegon, Newaygo, Oakland, Ottawa, 
Saginaw, Shiawassee, St. Clair, St. Joseph, 
Van Buren, Washtenaw and Wayne.

The voluntary academy is a cost-free al-
ternative education program which offers 
at-risk youth the opportunity to change 
their future. As part of the curriculum, ca-
dets participate in drill and ceremony for-
mations, meet physical fitness standards, 
perform community service and receive 
classroom instruction. 

Of the 103 anticipated graduates in this 
cycle, 87 are earning their high school di-
ploma while the remaining cadets will earn 
their General Education Development cer-
tificate or continue their academic pur-
suits towards earning their high school 
diploma. Over the past 22 weeks, cadets 
have performed more than 5,777 hours of 
community service to help individuals and 
organizations in the Battle Creek area.

Class #50 will begin on Jan. 14, 2024 

and the MYCA is encouraging interested 
cadets and families to submit their appli-
cation as quickly as possible here: Admis-
sions Process. For more information:

• Area codes 231, 269, 517, 616 and 906 
- contact Joan Miller at 269-968-1368

• Area codes 248, 313, 586, 734, 810 
and 989 - contact Frank Vasquez at 
269-968-1397
Graduates of the MYCA are eligible for 

the Michigan Job Challenge Program, an 
extension program of the MYCA, which 
teaches workplace essentials, provides op-
portunities to learn a skilled trade and as-
sists with job placement. Visit Michigan 
Job Challenge Program for more informa-
tion.

Michigan Youth Challenge Academy Class #49 
to graduate on December 16

COURTESY PHOTO
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Our commitment to help 
bridge the digital divide
At AT&T, we're dedicated to bringing connectivity to millions of unconnected Americans. To achieve this 
goal, AT&T is investing $2 billion from 2021-2024 to help address the digital divide. 

From 2018-2020, we expanded coverage and improved connectivity in more communities by investing more 
than $1.4 billion in our wireless and wireline networks in Michigan. 

At AT&T, we're dedicated to doing our part to connect America. 

© 2022 AT&T Intellectual Property. AT&T and Globe logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual Property and /or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

THE MICHIGAN BANNER NEWS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH AT&T
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La Unión Cívica Mexicana is excited 
to present the popular Tamale Taste-Off 
on Sunday, on December 17, 2023, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Nouvel Catholic High 
School Gymnasium at 2555 Wieneke Rd, 
Saginaw, MI 48603. Tamales during the 

holiday season are a treat, and area tamale 
enthusiast need to look no further than 
the Unión Cívica’s festive event to sample 
some great tamales. 

      The standard tamale consists of a 
pork filling mixed with a tasty chile (red or 

green) sauce wrapped in a cornhusk filled 
with dough (called masa), but chicken 
fillings is also a favorite. La Unión Cívica 
Mexicana is hosting this event to showcase 
our area’s great tamale experts. 

     “It’s nice to see that this event is 
growing and that there is even vendors 
from outside of Saginaw,” said Unión Cívi-
ca President Angela Blanco. “We are dis-
playing a great tradition that originated 
with the great Aztec and Mayan cultures 
and want to educate the community on 
what is a good tamal.”

      Eight tamale vendors participating 
this year include: Saginaw’s T & T Authen-
tic Mexican Cuisine, Cruz Kitchen, The 
Whole Enchilada, The Union Civica and 
few individual tamale culinary experts in 
the community: Bertha’s Tamales, Dee 
Garcia Tamales, and Oh, Que Tamales 
from Midland, as well as Los Tamales de 
Mi Mama from Bay City. 

     The non-profit group is so excited 
that this annual culinary event has lasted 
this long and draws more and more inter-
est with new vendors from Flint, Bay City 
and Saginaw. We will have a “Best Tamale 
Award” by celebrity judges and “People’s 
Choice Award” this year.      

     Patrons of the event can have a 
sample of each vendor’s tamales, purchase 
a half or a full dozen if they choose, and 
vote for the best tasting tamales. “If you’re 
looking for good tamales for your Holiday 
season, this is the place to buy them,” said 
Blanco. The entry fee is $10. Several “Ba-
zar vendors” will have tables with repre-
sentatives from, Chula’s Mexican Imports, 
Que Sabroso and Cobb King to name a few, 
so come hungry. Jolt Credit Union is the 
event sponsor for the 13th Annual Tamale 
Taste-Off.

La Unión Cívica Mexicana host 13th Annual 
Tamale Taste-Off

COURTESY PHOTO
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Seen on the Scene: Great Lakes Bay Hispanic Leadership 
Institute's 14th annual graduation

2023 Graduates with DrGeorge Grant 
President of SVSU and Dr Michael Gavin, 
President of Delta College

Graduate Solon Grey and Kyle McCree, 
Director of Consumers Energy 
Community Affairs

Graduates Naomi Orozco 
Heredia and Catalina Rangel 
Geiger

Dr Elsa Olvera and Monica 
Hernandez both from Delta 
College

Dr Roberto Garcia of SVSU and 
Selena Garcia

Guadalupe and Monica 
Reyes

Entertainment was provided by El Ballet 
Folklorico Estudiantil & Mariachi

Hispanic Latino Commissioners Consuela Lopez and 
Aurora Saucedo, Lisa Metropoulos 2023 Graduate 
and Monica Reyes Executive Director GLBHLI

Graduate Reynier Urdaneta Moreno 
and family

Graduate Miguel Torres and Alumni 
James Hernandez, Director of Financial 
Aide Services at Delta College

Saginaw County Undersheriff (and 
GLBHLI Alumni) Miguel Gomez and 
daughter Dallas McGregor 2023 
graduate

Monica Reyes, Executive Director of GLBHLI, Inez 
Soza, Alumni and Emcee, Dr Pamela Pugh, MI Board 
of Education
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ENJOY an easier  
way to pay

with the Team One  
Visa® Credit Card.

Get your card now:
Visit TeamOneCU.org  
or Call 888.288.3261
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The GLBHLi is tailored for individuals seeking to cultivate skills and 
relationships essential for effective leadership. It offers a comprehensive 

program that readies and empowers future visionary leaders, fostering positive 
impacts on both their personal lives and the communities they serve.

Emphasizing personal development, cultural awareness, leadership growth, Emphasizing personal development, cultural awareness, leadership growth, 
and community engagement, the program facilitates a transformative journey. 
Participants gain valuable skills and actively contribute to community welfare 
through volunteering activities integrated into the curriculum. This hands-on 

experience enhances their leadership capabilities.  Moreover, the program 
enables participants to form a network of professional colleagues and regional 

relationships. It is a crucial support system as individuals progress in their 
careers and pursue life goals.careers and pursue life goals.

Structured as a year-long initiative with classes running from April to 
December, most of the program is conducted online via Zoom or on-demand. 

Additionally, five in-person courses in various regions provide unique 
opportunities for direct interaction. Seize the chance to elevate your future and 

earn a leadership certification by reviewing the attached agenda and 
submitting your application today.

APPLY TODAY
Deadline is January 10,2023

Registration Feeis waved for  rst 10 Applicants
glbhispanicleadership.org
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+ COMMUNITY

The Michigan Department of Labor 
and Economic Opportunity (LEO) an-
nounced $1.57 million of the $15 million 
MI Impact Grant program was awarded 
to Holy Cross Services. The grant, made 
available to Michigan’s large nonprofits 
who provide programming to lift people 
out of poverty, will allow the nonprofit to 
expand their services for young adults who 
are transitioning out of the child welfare 
system or foster care.

“No one should have to choose between 
paying rent and putting food on the table 
for their families,” said Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer. “The MI Impact Grant will pro-
vide several of Michigan’s largest nonprof-
its with the resources they need to continue 
making a meaningful and tangible impact 
in their communities. We remain commit-
ted to uplifting individuals living in pov-
erty and ensure every Michigander has ac-
cess to the support they need to ‘make it’ 
in Michigan.”

Holy Cross Services was among 10 large 
nonprofits receiving one-time grant funds 

of up to $2 million to create or expand 
programming that lifts Michiganders out 
of poverty. The grant program prioritized 
partnerships with larger nonprofits that 
share the state’s commitment to providing 
services that help lift Michigan residents 
out of poverty and above the ALICE (Asset 
Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) 
threshold.

“These funds will allow 10 large non-
profits to uplift the communities they serve 
and strengthen Michigan’s nonprofit eco-
system,” said LEO Director Susan Corbin. 
“We are proud to deliver on our mission 
to close equity gaps and remove barriers to 
economic prosperity.”

Holy Cross Services provides health-
care services, case management, access to 
basic needs and mental health counseling 
to youth across the state, primarily in mid-
Michigan. With the MI Impact Grant, the 
nonprofit will expand their programs to 
support teens and young adults ages 14-26 
in transition from the child welfare system 
or foster care.

“As an organization deeply committed 
to serving our community, we are thrilled 
to be part of the MI Impact Grant initia-
tive,” said Holy Cross Services President 
and CEO, Ryan Kunzelman. “This gen-
erous support signifies more than just 
funding; it symbolizes hope and opportu-
nity for the youth in Mid-Michigan. These 
funds will enable us to extend our services, 
providing essential support to teens and 
young adults transitioning from the child 
welfare system or foster care. By nurturing 
their potential, we aim to equip them with 
the tools and guidance necessary for build-
ing successful futures. We’re truly grateful 
for this opportunity to make a lasting im-
pact on the lives of these young people.”

The MI Impact Grant program, aimed 
at addressing disparities that affect Michi-
ganders’ abilities to afford necessities such 
as housing, child care, food, health care 
and transportation, plans to lift 100,000 
families out of working poverty during the 
next five years.

The funding is supported through the 
American Rescue Plan Act, Coronavirus 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
(SLFRF) with a goal to build a strong, resil-
ient and equitable recovery by making in-
vestments that support long-term growth 
and opportunity. $50 million in funding is 
being provided to support nonprofits who 
have been negatively impacted due to the 
pandemic. The funding will be distributed 
through two separate programs, with a 
$35 million relief fund made available to 
smaller nonprofits earlier this year. Non-
profits were eligible to receive either the 
MI Nonprofit Relief Fund or the MI Im-
pact Grant, not both.  

The grant program also supports rec-
ommendations of the Michigan Poverty 
Task Force, whose goal is to address the 
disparities that affect Michiganders’ abili-
ties to afford necessities. To learn more 
about their work and view a full list of 
grant awardees, visit the Michigan Poverty 
Task Force’s nonprofit webpage.

Holy Cross Services receives $1 million to 
support mid-Michigan youth

COURTESY PHOTO
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There are enough things  
out there going viral.

Get your  COVID-19
and flu vaccines. 
Help keep your immune system 
from going viral. Talk to your 
health care provider.

Michigan.gov/COVIDFluRSV
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+ COMMUNITY

By FELESIA M. HARREL
DOCTORAL STUDENT IN 

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP & 
INNOVATION, PURDUE UNIVERSITY

The road to collegiate sports does not 
begin in high school, it begins during the el-
ementary years. As an educator, and former 
coach, that is something that I have always 
communicated to my student-athletes. That 
is why having those conversations early on 
with my grandson, Adoko, is extremely im-
portant to me. Adoko is a middle school stu-
dent-athlete. He recently shared his grades 
with me and I noticed that he had a “C” in 
one of his classes. We had a conversation 
about the importance of maintaining a “B” 
or better in all of his classes, and the im-
portance of maintaining a balance between 
academics and sports. In short, the same 
energy he puts into being a standout athlete 
must be the same energy he puts into being a 
standout student. I also shared that in order 
to truly be prepared to play collegiate sports, 
he must develop good habits and discipline 
prior to starting high school. In response to 
our conversation, he stayed after school the 
following week and requested help from his 
teacher to improve that grade. By the end of 
the week, he communicated with me that the 
“C” he had improved to a “B”. Adoko took the 
initiative to request help without me telling 
him to do so. That was amazing to witness be-
cause he was intrinsically motivated to make 
things better for himself. He gets it now! It is 
my hope that as I share my insight on how to 
develop strong, resilient, and academically 
solid traditional students and student-ath-
letes, the trend will gain momentum.  

Make 
adjustments, 
not excuses

A Museum of Black 
Experiences will host holiday 
festivities in Saginaw

A Museum of Black Experiences 
(AMusBE) is inviting families from 
across Mid-Michigan to celebrate the 
holiday season at their new building 
Saginaw.

“It Must Be Christmas at AMusBE” 
will offer the public an early glimpse 
inside Saginaw’s newest cultural land-
mark. Volunteers are currently working 
to transform the historic manor into a 
“winter wonderland.” In addition to 
special Christmas and Kwanzaa exhib-
its, local organizations have sponsored 
and decorated holiday trees throughout 
the museum. 

“Our exhibits will illustrate Christ-
mas and gift-giving during the times of 
slavery and the Reconstruction,” Kevin 
Jones, AMusBE’s founder, said. “We’re 
also sharing more about the history of 
Kwanzaa and how it has been histori-
cally celebrated.” 

The festivities planned for Dec. 15-17 
and Dec. 22-23 will include performanc-
es by local entertainers as well as carol 
karaoke with holiday classics. Families 
can take photographs with Santa and 
their elves, and participate in a silent 
auction fundraiser benefiting the muse-
um. Prizes will include locally donated 
art, concert tickets, and a guided “Blac-

tiquing” experience with Jones.
Museum’s Public Hours for It Must 

Be Christmas at AMusBE: 
• Dec 15, 2023: 4 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
• Dec 16, 2023: 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
• Dec 17, 2023: 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
• Dec 22, 2023: 2 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
• Dec 23, 2023: 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

While there is no charge to attend, 
AMusBE suggests a donation of $25 
per family. However, donations in any 
amount will be graciously accepted, and 
no one will be turned away. Proceeds 
will be invested in further improve-
ments to the property, including a new 
parking lot. 

“We want our guests to have a festive 
time while learning more about Black 
experiences, especially during Christ-
mas,” Jones said. “Guests will get a fla-
vor of what the museum will offer when 
we open on Juneteenth, pending neces-
sary repairs and renovations.”

AMusBE plans to formally open its 
doors on Juneteenth of 2024. The mu-
seum is located at 1243 S. Jefferson 
Avenue in Saginaw. For more informa-
tion about AMusBE visit https://www.
amusbe.com.
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HORIZONS Conference Center
6200 State Street | Saginaw, Michigan

(989) 799-4122
weddings@horizonscenter.com @HORIZONSconfctr

horizonscenter.com
@horizonsweddings
@horizonscenter
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Your dream wedding destination.

Our creative team delights in making your vision come to life 
so you and your guests will experience an unforgettable day. 

Start planning your dream wedding today with HORIZONS.
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+ COMMUNITY

Seen on the Scene: Saginaw Public school presents the 
family and community district wide event holiday musical 
jubilee Saturday, December 9, 2023
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New real estate show will 
showcase real estate in the 
Great Lakes Bay region

The American Dream is proud to announce the re-
lease of the newest show in the Great Lakes Bay Re-
gion, MI. The 30 minute commercial-free show, “Sell-
ing the Great Lakes Bay Region” will air locally on 
cable and be available on multiple streaming devices. 
- Announcement to come soon. 

The show is a nationally syndicated program that 
airs on national networks of CNBC, Bloomberg TV, 
the Travel Channel and other cable outlets. Streaming 
on Amazon Fire, Apple TV, and Roku, with significant 
viewership on social media. 

The American Dream TV and production team 
have been nominated for an EMMY, and become na-
tionally recognized as a real show sharing the real sto-
ries of our neighborhoods, and featuring the best real 
estate experts. 

Each show highlights a cast of elite realtors in 
each market chosen for their expertise in real estate, 
reputation, and recognition from their peers and con-
sumers. The executive show producer, Craig Sewing, 
Inman News Nominee for “Most Influential in Real 
Estate,” hand picks the best of each market to be posi-
tioned as the host, and voice for the trends of the real 
estate market. 

The show can be watched on a variety of channels, 
and is generating millions of views on social media, 
proudly claiming “positive media,” niched around real 
estate, lifestyles, and culture. 

Follow the show: facebook.com/theamerican-
dreamtv

COURTESY PHOTO

+ COMMUNITY

On January, 19 Saginaw Valley 
State University theatre students 
will reprise their roles as theater 
designers, performers and techni-
cians when they present their pro-
duction of “Burning Bluebeard” 
during the closing ceremony of the 
Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival (KCACTF) Region 
3. The performance will be held at 
the Capitol Theatre in Flint on Sat-
urday, Jan. 13, at 7:30 p.m. This is 
the first time SVSU will present a 
performance at the regional festi-
val.  

The Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival showcas-
es the finest in university theater, 
involving 18,000 students annu-
ally from colleges and universities 
throughout the United States. SVSU 
has participated in the KCACTF 
since 2004.  

“SVSU’s production was one of 
five selected for the festival,” said 
David Rzeszutek, SVSU professor 
of theatre and director of SVSU’s 
production of “Burning Bluebeard.” 
“Given the chance to share their 
work in front of theatrical peers 

from multiple states is a great hon-
or for our students, and it will rein-
force and support their education. 
This is a prestigious opportunity 
that we are all looking forward to in 
January.”   

Rzeszutek said there will be 
some challenges to mounting the 
production in a different space. 
Nonetheless, he’s looking forward 
to the challenge. 

“I’m really excited for this op-
portunity to work in such a beauti-
ful theater and for our students to 
interact with union stagehands,” 
Rzeszutek said.  

The KCACTF Region 3 is one of 
eight regional festivals that, along 
with the national festival in Wash-
ington, D.C., celebrate artistic ex-
cellence and recognize students 
through awards and scholarships. 
Region 3 includes Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Wisconsin and Western 
Ohio. Hosted by the University of 
Michigan - Flint, the festival will 
run from Wednesday, Jan. 10 - Sun-
day, Jan. 14, 2024. 

SVSU's ‘Burning Bluebeard’ 
production to be part of closing 
ceremony of Kennedy Center 
American College Theatre Festival

SVSU STUDENTS PERFORM A SCENE FROM “BURNING BLUEBEARD” DURING A DRESS REHEARSAL
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ENJOY an easier  
way to pay

with the Team One  
Visa® Credit Card.

Get your card now:
Visit TeamOneCU.org  
or Call 888.288.3261

When you choose HORIZONS, our 
team will customize the details for your 

and budget. Your event coordinator will be 

for every eventuality, and your personal 
banquet manager will be on hand during 
the event to ensure its success. 

Get in touch with one of our  
event coordinators today!

Business & community 
events beyond compare.

HORIZONS Conference Center
6200 State Street | Saginaw, Michigan

(989) 799-4122
inquiry@horizonscenter.com @HORIZONSconfctr

horizonscenter.com @horizonscenter
@HORIZONSofGLBR
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CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

989.272.7610

ALL-INCLUSIVE CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
RELIEF FOR CAREGIVERS

Adult Day Care • Medical Clinic 
Physical & Occupational Therapy

Transportation • Social Services • Nutritional Counseling

“My legacy is  
  about great  
  patient care.” 
Regina Chenevert
Respiratory Therapist

Join the family at 
Covenant HealthCare.

When talking with Covenant HealthCare 
employees, one word always comes up: 
family. The close teamwork and respect 
among our people are what keep 
Covenant employees here, year after 
year. They love working for the region’s 
leading hospital, providing extraordinary 
care and working with the area’s finest 
healthcare providers. Join us and 
become a part of our family.     

Apply at 
CovenantHealthCare.com/Careers
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+ COMMUNITY

A Christmas story
Luke 2:1-20

By Alga Jones

Twas The night before Christmas and all through the house
There is a story that we all should want to talk about 

It’s a story of a baby – born lowly and placed in swaddling clothes
A baby who would change the world the one we should all know

Born in a city in a place called Bethlehem
There lying in a manger was the great I am

It was a story that came down from Heaven - a story of perfection
A story that came to save the world and send us into a new direction

A direction that only could be given by Christ our King
And as we sing our Christmas Carols let Heaven and Earth still ring

And as we hang the stockings and put our ornaments up on the trees
We need to tell the world how this baby came to be

Mary was with child and the Shepherds were out in the field
And all of a sudden God spoke down and caused Mary’s womb to yield

 
Right then and right there her womb responded to the life giver
And on that cold winter night Mary bared down and delivered

 The stars were shining brightly in the North sky that night
To announce to a dying world that this little baby boy would be the light

The light that would shine for all the world to see
A baby boy that would be talked about throughout eternity

And don’t ever believe that this story is a myth
God had shined down upon us to give us a special gift

For unto you is born this day in the city of David one who was spoken of before
A super natural wonderful gift He is Christ the Lord

 Our Savior was born in a manger because there was no room in the inn
And glory in the highest peace on Earth and good will to all men

 And as the night comes to a close and you bow your heads to pray
Remember the glorious night that led up to this day

That the greatest story ever written is still as powerful as before
Because that night a son was given your angels watching over you The Lord

And the story continues on until this day and God has never forgotten about us
And I pray that you accept his gift his son Christ Jesus 

And have a blessed Merry Christmas and a Great Happy New Year
And I hope that this Season wraps you up with love and good cheer.
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+ COMMUNITY

Nominations encouraged for Michigan 
Lottery’s Excellence in Education Awards to 
honor outstanding educators

The Michigan Lottery is celebrating 
10 years of recognizing outstanding edu-
cators with the 2023-24  Excellence in 
Education awards. During the program’s 
10 years, the Michigan Lottery has recog-
nized more  than 300 public-school edu-
cators across Michigan and highlighted 
the impact they have in their respective  
communities. 

Nominations are currently open, and 
parents, students, school staff members, 
and others are encouraged  to nominate 
outstanding public-school educators for 
awards. All public-school employees may 
be  nominated for the awards, which rec-
ognize educators who go “above and be-
yond” to make a difference in  the lives 
of children. To nominate a public-school 
educator, go to  https://www.michigan-
lottery.com/excellenceineducation. 

“Public-school educators play a criti-
cal role in our students’ lives by serving 
as role models, offering  encouragement 
and motivation, and teaching critical 
skills that prepare Michigan’s students 
for future  success,” said Acting Lottery 
Commissioner, Jessica Weare. “The Lot-
tery’s Excellence in Education awards  
shine a light on dedicated educators who 
go above and beyond for their students 
and inspire them to reach  their full po-
tential.”  

The Michigan Lottery established the 
Excellence in Education awards in 2014 
to recognize outstanding  public-school 
educators across the state during the 
school year. 

One outstanding educator will be se-
lected each week and will receive a $2,000 
cash prize. At the end of  the school year, 
one of these weekly award winners will 
be selected to receive the Lottery’s Edu-
cator of the  Year award and will receive a 
$10,000 cash prize. 

Winners of the weekly award are fea-
tured in a news segment on the Lottery’s 
media partner stations:  WXYZ-TV in 
Detroit, FOX 17 in Grand Rapids, FOX 47 

in Lansing, WNEM-TV in Saginaw, and 
WWTV-TV  in Traverse City. 

The winner of the 2023 Educator of 
the Year award was Kathryn Kluzak, a 
kindergarten teacher at Robert  L. Green 
Elementary in East Lansing. 

Hundreds of educators were nominat-
ed during the 2022-23 school year, which 
was the ninth year of the  Excellence in 
Education awards program. Thirty-four 
of these nominees, including Kluzak, 
were selected  to win a weekly award. 

Previous winners of the Educator of the 
Year award: 

2022 – Spencer Vanderheide, a high 
school teacher with Kenowa Hills High 
School in Grand  Rapids.
2021 – Janice Smith, a school social 
worker at Fisher Magnet Lower 
Academy in Detroit. 
2020 – Megan Sidge, an Autism 
Spectrum Disorder teacher at Hickory 
Woods Elementary in  Walled Lake. 
2019 – Stewart Kieliszewski, an Earth 
science, biology, mechatronics, and 
media teacher for eighth  through 12 
graders at the Ubly Community Schools. 
2018 – Kerri Moccio, a first-grade 
literacy intervention specialist at 
Bedford Elementary School in  Dearborn 
Heights. 
2017 – Linda Holzwarth, a social 
studies teacher at Portage West Middle 

School in Portage. 2016 – Daniel Carr, 
a Spanish and sports marketing teacher 
at Waverly High School in Lansing. 2015 
– Michael Craig, a special education 
teacher at the Charles Drew Transition 
Center in Detroit. 

Excellence In Education award 
nominees should demonstrate the 
following qualities: 

• Excellence – Their work 
consistently helps students and/
or their schools or school districts 
advance  to higher levels of 
academic achievement. 

• Dedication – They consistently go 
above and beyond expectations 
to help students succeed. • 
Inspiration – Their work inspires 
others around them to exceed 
expectations either academically 
or  professionally. 

• Leadership – They demonstrate 
clear leadership skills in their 
positions with their school or 
school  districts. 

• Effectiveness – The nominee’s 
work has clear and positive results 
on the educational advancement  
of students within the school or 
school district.
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Saginaw Bay Symphony Orchestra announces 
Holiday Superstars

The Saginaw Bay Symphony Orchestra 
presents Holiday Superstars with special 
guest vocalists Todd Michael Hall, Shar-
rie Williams, and Amy Petty. Saginaw Bay 
Symphony Orchestra continues our 20-
year tradition of Holiday Pops by bring-
ing together three of our most prolific lo-
cal guest vocalists in one unforgettable 
holiday celebration. Join us at the Temple 
Theatre as Maestro Fouad Fakhouri con-
ducts your Saginaw Bay Symphony Or-
chestra along with guest vocalists Todd 
Michael Hall, Amy Petty, and Sharrie Wil-
liams in a celebration of Saginaw’s own 
Holiday Superstars. The concert will be 
on Tuesday, December 12, 2023. Doors to 
the Temple Theater open at 7:00 pm, and 
the concert starts at 8:00 pm. Tickets are 
available through the Temple Theater Box 
Office by calling (877) 754-7469 or by go-
ing to templetheater.com.

Sharrie Williams has written and pro-
duced four exceptional CDs to date. She 

was nominated three times by the Blues 
Foundation forTraditional Female Artist 
and Soul Blues Female Artist of the Year. 
She won JAZZed Magazine's World Music 
Artist of the Year. Her concerts span the 
world from Europe to the Middle East, 
from Africa to the USA. Her powerful voice 
is the perfect vehicle for her hard-drivin' 
blues, her vocal dexterity infuses her mu-
sic with lyrical shades of jazz, and the 
sweet tenderness within her musical range 
is invoked by subjects containing deeply 
personal events and feelings. Her concerts 
leave a lasting impression of an intimate 
encounter with a talented storyteller and 
leaves one in eager anticipation for her 
next performance. She truly is Saginaw’s 
own "Princess of Rockin' Gospel Blues”.

Todd Michael Hall is an American 
musician born on September 27, 1969, 
in Saginaw, MI. He is best known as the 
lead singer for New York-based band Riot 
V, a position he has held since 2013, mak-

ing him their fifth official singer. Todd has 
also sung in many other metal bands in-
cluding Reverence, Jack Starr's Burning 
Starr, Entice, and Harlet. He was a con-
testant on Season 18 of The Voice. He has 
released several albums, including Virgin 
Wings (EP, 1987) and Land of the Dead 
(2011). Todd and Riot V are on schedule 
to release their 17th album soon, their first 
since 2018.

Amy Petty is a singer-songwriter origi-
nally from Royal Oak, MI. She has released 
several albums, including House of Doors 
(2006), Arm in Arm (2010), and The Dark-
ness of Birds (2019). Her music has been 
described as "powerful and seductive" and 
has been compared to Eva Cassidy and 
Jonatha Brooke. Amy has performed live 
on various platforms, including Behind 
the Mic with Pam Rossi. She was signed to 
a St. Louis-based label where she released 
two albums before deciding to move back 
to Michigan to be closer to her family.

COURTESY PHOTO
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+ FAITH BASED

By PASTOR JOHN DUNN
MINISTRY WITHOUT WALLS

Ministry Without Walls recently re-
turned to our building at 3783 Mannion 
Road with a new vision. The last couple of 
years, the direction of the world, and the 
pandemic starting with Covid have all cer-
tainly become eye openers. After seeking 
God for His direction and His will, we are 
expanding our vision. Today, we clearly 
understand that the Church is our com-
munity.

The assignment that God has given to 
us is to “Break Down Walls”, bringing both 
spiritual and those who work in the com-
munity together.

Our vision is for Ministry Without 
Walls to be:

 

• A place where the Spirit, Soul and 
Body becomes whole

• A place where resources are 
available to those in need

• A place where church, volunteers 

and community professionals work 
together to accomplish the will of 
God.

• A place where love flows, and 
judgement is absent

• A place where privacy is protected

• A place where safety is a priority

• A place where the whole person is 
important

Our ongoing teaching and seminars 
will include:

• Outreach                            
• Growing Spiritually
• Mental Health
• Healthy Living
• Finding Purpose
• Money Matters
• Entrepreneurship
• Boys to Men
• Women of Wisdom
• Discipleship

We understand that the mission field 
is not a country far away. It is around the 
corner, down the street, in our communi-
ty. We also know that the vision given to 
us will not be easy to accomplish. We know 
that we can not do it alone. It will take a 
“village”.

We are committing our resources, 
time, talents, people, and our connections 
to tear down the “walls of the church”.

If our vision is connecting with you on 
some level and it appeals to you and sounds 
like something you might want to be a part 
of, we invite you to join us at 11:00 on Sun-
days to meet us personally so we can an-
swer any questions you might have. 

God bless You, come experience for 
yourself, Join us!!

Pastor, John Dunn
Ministry Without Walls

3783 Mannion Road
Saginaw, MI 48603 

Join us at Ministry Without Walls

SPONSORED CONTENT

MINISTRY WITHOUT WALLS - 3783 MANNION RD, SAGINAW, MI 48603



PAGE 30 MICHIGAN BANNER
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper DECEMBER 16, 2023

301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201., SAGINAW MI 48607     |      989-992-2600     |      MICHIGANBANNER.ORG

By MINISTER CAROLYN CARTER 
TOWNSEL

It is unbelievable that we are now in 
the Christmas season. It is during this 
season that I enjoy Christmas dinner, 
fellowshipping with family and friends, 
and exchanging of gifts. Although, I en-
joy all of the previous mentioned, my 
deepest affection and affinity comes 
from hearing the story of the birth of 
Jesus and knowing I have received the 
greatest gift of all – Jesus. 

Leading up to, our verses of Scrip-
ture, Joseph and Mary have begun their 
journey from Galilee to fulfill the decree 
given by Caesar Augustus to register in 
their hometown Bethlehem to pay their 
taxes. Scholars’ state the trip was ap-
proximately 90 miles from Galilee to 
Bethlehem, took 7-10 days, covering 2 
and half miles a day, while traveling 6 
hours per day. This lengthy journey was 
also difficult and treacherous due to 
rocky terrains, uneven slopes, going up, 
and downhill. In addition to that, Mary 
was pregnant and in her third trimester. 

Although, Mary’s condition was dire 
and delicate, she did not fret or falter, 
because she knew she and Joseph were 

in the will of God.  When you are in 
the will of God, you can be sure; “No 
weapon formed against you can 
prosper.” When you are in the will of 
God, “He will never leave you nor 
forsake you.” The safest place for us, 
as believers, is to be in the will of God.

When Joseph and Mary arrived in 
Bethlehem, because of the influx of peo-
ple registering to pay their taxes, they 
discovered there was no room for them 
at the inn. However, they found accom-
modations in a stable. A stable that pro-
vides shelter for animals and is unclean, 
unkempt, and dirty. Shortly after go-
ing to the stable, Mary went into labor 
and the magnificent birth of Jesus took 
place. The Bible said, she “wrapped Him 
in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a 
manger.” 

How could this be? Jesus the “King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords” be 
born in a stable and laid in a manger. 
This happened because God is Sover-
eign; therefore, because God is Sover-
eign, Jesus born in a stable and laid in a 
manger was not by accident. It is a ma-
jor spiritual symbol.

When you look at the word manger, 
it derives from the Latin word “mandu-

care” which means, “to eat.” A manger 
is a feeding trough that holds hay for 
larger farm animals like cattle, donkeys, 
and horses. Farmers were responsible 
for providing their mangers with food 
at all times so the animals would not 
go hungry. At any given time, the cat-
tle could go to the manger and chomp 
away, chewing and unhurriedly re-chew 
their cud. 

Animals go to the manger for physi-
cal food, but with Jesus, lying on the hay 
in a manger is a spiritual analogy that 
believers can go to Jesus for spiritual 
food. Jesus has an immeasurable store-
house of spiritual nourishment, and we 
can go to Him at any time and never go 
hungry. Jesus wants us to eat His word, 
by studying, meditating, obeying, and 
applying it to our daily lives. Not only 
that, baby Jesus in the manger, in the 
feeding trough is the Bread of Life, “I 
am the living bread that came 
down from heaven; if any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live forever: 
and the bread that I will give is 
my flesh” (John 6:51).

Merry Christmas & Blessings To All

MICHIGAN BANNER
SERMONETTE SERIES The Inn Could Not Hold Him, 

But The Manger Did
And so it was, that, while they were 
there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. 7 And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was 
no room for them in the inn

Luke 2:6-7

+ FAITH BASED
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+ CHURCH DIRECTORY
A
Agape Faith Bible Training 
Center
Rev. Dr. Joseph Rodriguez 
8121 Dixie Highway
Birch Run, MI 48415
(989) 777-3200 Ext. 20 

B
Bethel AME Church
Rev. Dennis Laffoon 
535 Cathay St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-7011

Bethlehem Temple Church 
of the Apostolic Faith
District Elder Curtis E. 
Johnson, Pastor 
3521 Webber St
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-755-8381

Bread of Life Harvest Center
Senior Pastor Rodney J. 
McTaggart
3726 Fortune Blvd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-790-7933

C
Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson
3317 Lapeer Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2444

Christ Fellowship Baptist Church
Rev. Robert Davis, Jr. 
818 N. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-4435
PastorD818@gmail.com

Christ Image Community Church
5501 Gratiot Rd
Saginaw, MI 48638
(989) 759-9161
christimage.us

F
Faith Harvest Church
Bishop Ronald E. Chipp
1734 N. Mason
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-4200
faithharvestministry.org
office@faithharvestministry.org

Faith Ministries Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony Revis
3420 E Ashman St.
Midland, MI 48642
989-837-7777
faithministrieschurch.org

G
Glimpse Of Hope Ministries
Pastor Leslie D Lewis
2211 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw Michigan 48601
989-755-9237
g.ministries@aol.com 

Glory House Ministries
Pastor Jim House
3660 Hermansau Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 752-4769

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-3212

Greater Williams Temple
608 E Remington St
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-5291

H
Holy Communion Gospel 
Center
Pastor Charlene Washington
1245 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-752-3993

J
Jacob's Ladder
Pastor Dennis Barlow
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-6601

L
Life in Christ Ministries
Pastor Dennis Cotton, Sr.
2915 S. Washington Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-4465
LifeInChristMinistries07@
gmail.com

M
Messiah Missionary Baptist 
Church
Pastor Otis Washington
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-777-2636
Fax: 989-777-2640
messiahmbc@att.net
messiahsag.org

Ministry Without Walls
Pastor, John Dunn
3783 Mannion Road
Saginaw, MI 48603

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Pastor Marvin T. Smith
1114 N. 6th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-8064

N
New Beginnings Deliverance 
Ministry
Pastor Roy & Evelyn Baldwin
2609 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-777-8272
Pastorbaldwin@charter.net

New Beginnings Ministries
Pastor Augustine Delgado
701 Hess Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
newlife3881@gmail.com

New Birth Missionary Baptist
Bishop Larry D. Camel
3121 Sheridan
Saginaw, Michigan
989-327-1755

New Covenant Christian 
Center
Pastor Ron Frierson
2395 S. Outer Drive
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-8485

New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church
Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey
1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7600

New Life Baptist Ministries
Dr. Craig Tatum
1401 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-1151
newlifelcm.com 

New Mt. Calvary Baptist 
Church
Pastor Alfred "AJ" Harris Jr.
3610 Russel St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-0801

P
Prince of Peace Baptist 
Church
Pastor Robert C. Corley Jr.
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2841

R
Radiant Church of God
Pastor Adolfo & Erlinda 
Martinez
708 W Genesee Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-401-2134
www.radiantchurchofgod.org

Resurrection Life Ministries 
Full Gospel Baptist Church
Pastor Carolyn L. Wilkins 
2320 Sheridan Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-395-3142

S

Saint Paul Baptist Church
Rev, Dr., Vincent D. McMillon
120 North 15 St. 
Saginaw, MI. 48601
stpaul2@yahoo.com
Facebook: St Paul MBC Family 
Connection

Second Baptist Church
Pastor-Elect Marcelle T. Smith
1770 W. Youngs Ditch Rd.
Bay City, MI 48708
989-893-8631

T
Transforming Life Ministries
Pastor William Brown
523 Hayden
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-9573

True Vine Baptist Church
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-0751

U
United Missionary Baptist 
Church
Rev. Cedric Nickson
4290 Lamson Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Church: 989-759-9411
Pastor 810.223.2987

V
Victorious Belivers Ministries 
Church
Pastor Chris V. Pryor
624 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI
989-755-7692

W
World Outreach Campus of 
Greater Coleman Temple 
Ministries
Supt. H.J. Coleman Jr.
2405 Bay Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-752-7957

Z
Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church
Pastor Rodrick Smith
721 Johnson
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-754-9621
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Mel and Pearl Shaw are authors of four books on fundraising available on Amazon.com. For help growing your fundraising visit www.saadandshaw.com or call (901) 522-8727.

+ FUNDRAISING GOODTIMES

Dreaming of major gifts?
By MEL AND PEARL SHAW

Now is a time for 
fantasizing about major 

gifts. Afterall, it’s a major 
holiday season full of 

gift giving and receiving. 
There’s Chanukah, 

Christmas, and Kwanza 
and some celebrate all 

three! But for those 
working in nonprofit 

organizations major gifts 
are on their minds all 

the time. Receiving one 
is cause for celebration, 

especially when it is 
unexpected. These gifts 
give more than the giver 

can imagine and they 
– along with all other 
gifts – are at the heart 
of changing lives and 

warming hearts.

Nonprofits depend on gifts to carry out 
their mission. But what exactly is a major 
gift? Simply put, it’s a gift that represents 
a significant contribution to your organi-
zation. It could be $1,000 or $10,000, or 
$10 million and more. While some major 
gifts are made without first consulting the 

nonprofit, it is more common for donors 
and nonprofit leaders to discuss the orga-
nization’s plans and the impact a major 
gift could make. This means those within 
nonprofits have to be comfortable talking 
about money. And, we have to know who 
we are talking with and whether or not it 
is appropriate to have a major gift discus-
sion. 

Here are some tips on how to do this. 
These were shared in a webinar entitled 
Major Gifts: How to Get them and What 
to Do Next moderated by Nexus Market-
ing. The panelists were Katharine Earhart, 
Partner and Co-Founder at Fairlight Ad-
visors; Marcy Heim, president of Marcy 
Heim Consulting; and our own Pearl Shaw. 
We share these to help your organization 
begin – or grow – its work in identifying 
and working with prospective major do-
nors. 

First, look at who is closest to your or-
ganization, including your volunteers and 
consistent donors. Listen closely to what 
your current major donors and board 
members say about themselves and those 
who have the combined interest and fi-
nancial ability to make a major gift. People 
will share information with you about their 

own giving capacity and who they believe 
can support your organization when you 
speak with them one-on-one in a relaxed 
situation. Remember, your current and 
consistent donors believe in your work. 
Talk to them – individually, and at small, 
curated events. Ask them why they give 
and who they believe would benefit from 
giving to your nonprofit. 

When you receive a major gift – or any 
gift – say thank you. Say it quickly. Say it 
personally. Have a board member call to 
say thank you. Make sure the executive di-
rector or CEO calls. Send an official thank 
you letter with a receipt. Make personal 
contact at an appropriate pace to keep 
them apprised of your organization’s work, 
or to ask for guidance or suggestions. 
While there is technology to help identify 
potential major donors, it can never take 
the place of personal relationships and 
personal commitments that are often at 
the core of major gifts. Develop relation-
ships with those who you believe can open 
doors to those who believe in the work of 
your nonprofit. Finally, treat all your do-
nors as major donors. Every gift makes a 
difference.
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+ EDUCATION

By CRAIG DOUGLAS
RETIRED EDUCATOR

We think of “going to college” as a four-
year experience, and in many cases, it is.    
It was for me and many others.   There are 
many reasons having a degree from an ac-
credited college or university matters.  It is 
necessary in many fields and opens doors 
in the future for further advancement and 
study.

Today employment situations are shift-
ing, creating partnerships with business to 
accelerate training in certifications instead 
of degrees.  Earning a certification may be 
a pathway for some who think that college 
is not for them.

Advantages of seeking a certification 
include the following:

• Time saved- a certification 
program is often a matter of weeks 
rather than semesters, reducing 
time and allowing employment 
sooner;

• Focused – a certification program 
is often narrow in content, 
targeting skills needed for 
employment.

• Tuition reimbursement is a 
possibility- in some shortage 
areas businesses will contribute 
to tuition costs in exchange for 
coming to work for them.

The primary disadvantage is the result 
is a certificate, not a degree; courses are 
not as much for “credit” but are aimed at 
training for specific skills.

I pulled some examples from Delta Col-
lege’s website.  These are among over 100 
programs they offer that lead to a creden-

tial or certificate, and these types of pro-
grams are found at many other community 
colleges.

Web design – a certification that trains 
students all aspects of building websites;

Computer aided drafting – this certifi-
cation trains students to be able to use a 
computer to do basic drafting.

Heating and cooling – the training 
leads to work with heating and cooling 
units.

There are 140 programs at Delta some 
are for credit and lead to an Associates De-
gree, while many others are certificates.

Again, Delta College is not the only 
community college to offer certifications.  
This is becoming more commonplace due 
to labor shortages.

Resources:

https://www.delta.edu/academics/degrees-certif-
icates.html

Consider certification programs
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+ EDUCATION

SVSU Board approves housing and dining rates 
for the 2024-25 academic year

The Saginaw Valley State University 
Board of Control approved the auxiliary 
fund budget for the 2024-25 fiscal year, 
including housing and dining rates for 
students, during the Board’s regular 
meeting Friday, Dec. 15.  

SVSU provides a variety of housing and 
dining options for students; the average 
increase for the upcoming year is 5.5%. 
Even during a period of high inflation, 
SVSU had held increases below 2.5% for 
the prior four fiscal years. The university 
continues to earn the “best dorms” ranking 
of all public universities in the United 
States in the annual survey by the website 
Niche. 

For the 2024-25 academic year, an 
incoming freshman who resides in a Living 
Center facility will pay $11,750 for housing 
and meals. Students who choose individual 

bedrooms will pay more, depending on 
their selection. 

The Board also approved spending 
up to $5.275 million to make needed 
improvements to SVSU residential 
facilities: University Village phase II, 
Great Lakes Dorms D & E in the First Year 
Suites, and Merry Jo Brandimore House. 

In addition, the Board passed a 
resolution to grant undergraduate and 
graduate degrees. More than 500 students 
are completing degrees at the conclusion 
of the fall semester. 

The Board also granted an honorary 
degree to Karen S. Carter, president of 
Dow’s Packaging & Specialty Plastics 
business operating segment. She will 
deliver the commencement address on 
Saturday, Dec. 16. 

In other action, the Board: 

• Approved a lease of land for a 
cellular tower on campus 

• Granted sabbaticals for the 2024-
25 academic year to 11 SVSU faculty 
members: 

• Warren Fincher, sociology 
• Daniel Gates, English 
• Mark Geisler, social work 
• Blake Johnson, art 
• Jeff Koperski, philosophy 
• Grace McClurkin, mathematical 

sciences 
• Lucy Mercier, social work 
• David Nichols, philosophy 
• Evelyn Ravuri, geography 
• Kathleen Schachman, nursing 
• William Vautaw, mathematical 

sciences

COURTESY PHOTO
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Saginaw Promise… a scholarship to impact the 
future of Saginaw and its students!

Education is something that will last a 
lifetime and will open doors to life and ca-
reer opportunities! The Saginaw Promise 
is working to affect Saginaw’s future, its 
economy and quality of life by eliminating 
barriers to postsecondary education with 
information and a scholarship for students 
who live in the Saginaw Promise Zone. 

• Scholarships may be used 
at technical/trade Schools, 
community colleges or universities 
to earn a program certificate or 
degree.  

• Scholarships are available up to 
two years. 

• Parental income or GPA are 
not considered. (Students must 
maintain the standards of the 
institution they enroll with. 

• Students who complete the 
application have up to six years 
from high school graduation to use 
their scholarship. 

• Visit www.saginawpromise for 
organizational and scholarship 
information and details or 
telephone the Saginaw Promise at 
(989) 755-0545.  

Eligible Students: 

Students must live in and graduate 
from a high school in the Saginaw Promise 
Zone (which consists of the cities of Sagi-
naw, Zilwaukee, Kochville and that part 
of Buena Vista designated to the Saginaw 
Public School District) and students must 
meet the residency and school attendance 
requirements to apply

How to Apply?  

• Complete the online Saginaw 
Community Foundation 
“Scholarship Application”—check 
off the Saginaw Promise and 
complete FAFSA (Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid-- when it 
becomes available online.   

• Scholarship application deadline is 
February 9, 2024

Note: If you or know of someone who has 
completed the scholarship application and 
has used some or none of their Saginaw Prom-
ise scholarship, the student has up to six years 
from high school graduation to apply to use 
their Saginaw Promise scholarship. Telephone 
the Saginaw Promise office at (989) 755-0545 
to determine your scholarship status.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Despite staffing challenges, Saginaw Intermediate 
School District’s Early Childhood Department 
continues to provide students and families across the 
Great Lakes Bay Region with a variety of resources!

Despite staffing challenges, Sagi-
naw Intermediate School District’s Ear-
ly Childhood Department continues to 
provide students and families across the 
Great Lakes Bay Region with a variety of 
resources!

The Saginaw ISD Early Childhood 
Services Department provides an array 
of resources for children and families 
throughout Saginaw County including 
home visits, preschool programming, 
and community support. Programs are 
designed to strengthen families by pro-
viding high-quality learning environ-

ments and support for their children 
while sharing access to essential family 
resources.  Our programs include the fol-
lowing:

• Birth-5

• Early On

• Great Start Collaborative

• Great Start Readiness Program

• Great Start to Quality Eastern 
Resource Center

• Healthy Families America

• Head Start/Early Head Start

• Michigan Adolescent Pregnancy 
and Parenting Program (MI-
APPP)

• Michigan Tri Share Child Care 
Program 

Our largest programs encompass our 
preschool programming. The Early Head 
Start (EHS) program serves 156 students 

COURTESY PHOTO
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in 6 classrooms and several homes while 
our Head Start (HS) program serves 859 
students in 51 classrooms and 17 sites. 
Our Great Start to Readiness Program 
(GSRP) serves over 1,100 students across 
Saginaw county in local school districts, 
community based organizations and 
charter schools. These programs are es-
sential to providing our youngest, most 
vulnerable learners the experiences they 
need to build a firm foundation for fu-
ture academic success. It’s impossible to 
do this alone and we value our partners 
at the local, state and federal level help-
ing us in our pursuit for funding, support 
and legislative advocacy for high quality 
services.

Despite staffing challenges, SISD 
continues to keep the provision of these 
services at the forefront of what we do.  
These challenges are not prevalent just 
in our county, but across the state of 
Michigan.  Research shows that the early 
foundational years of a child’s life are of 
the greatest importance due to (but not 
limited to) the following:

• There are 700 to 1,000 new 
neural connections forming every 
second in a child’s brain,

• Genetics in addition to life 
experiences help shape the 
developing brain,

• The foundation is key for future 
cognitive abilities, and 

• Vocabulary at age 3 can predict 
3rd grade reading achievement.

Implementation of high quality pro-
grams depends on a quality workforce. 
Providers locally and across the state 
know all too well the challenges we have 
and continue to experience being able to 
recruit and retain highly qualified staff. 
We are in need of individuals with a pas-
sion to provide much needed services to 
our students and families across Sagi-
naw County.  We encourage you to re-
view the Saginaw ISD current preschool 
openings at www.sisd.cc and select “Join 
Our Team!” at the top right corner of the 

page to see all of our openings for the fol-
lowing positions:

• Head Start Lead Teacher
• Head Start Associate Teacher
• Program Service Aide
• Home Visitor
• Early Head Start Lead Teacher
• Family Service Advocate
• Program Support Secretary

The credentials required for these po-
sitions range from a high school diploma 
to advanced degrees and certifications.  
Below you will find a list of our sites as 
well as our partner sites providing EHS, 
HS and GSRP services. If you have any 
further questions, please feel free to con-
tact Dr. Ericka Taylor at (989) 399-7423 
or by email at etaylor@sisd.cc. Please, 
join our team in providing much need-
ed services to the children and families 
within Saginaw County!

Early Head Start/Head Start Loca-
tions

• Adams Avenue
• Arrowwood Elementary
• Birch Run (North Elementary)
• Birch Run Annex
• Brucker
• Brunkow
• Building Blocks Child Care & 

Preschool Center
• Chesaning
• Claytor
• Hemmeter
• Jerome
• Kinder Kare Center
• Merrill
• Murphy Farm
• Saginaw Career Complex
• St. Peter & Paul
• Valley

Great Start to Readiness Program Lo-
cations

• Birch Run Area Preschool

• Bridgeport-Spaulding Preschool

• Building Blocks Childcare & 
Preschool Center

• Carrollton Early Childhood 
Center

• Chesaning Union Schools 
Latchkey and Preschool

• EduPlay Discovery Center

• Francis Reh Public School 
Academy

• Hemlock Child Development 
Programs

• Merrill Community Child 
Development Center

• Michigan Child Care Centers, Inc.

• Roaring Lions Learning Center

• Saginaw Preparatory Academy

• Saginaw Public Schools

• Arthur Eddy Academy

• Henry Doerr Early 
Childhood

• Herig PreK & B/ATB

• Kempton PreK & B/ATB

• Jessie Loomis Preschool

• Merrill Park PreK

• Rouse PreK

• Stone Preschool

• Zilwaukee Prek & B/ATB

• St Charles Children's Center

• Wee Care Christian Children's 
Center

1Head Start Program Information report (2019-2020); 
Kids Count Data Book (Michigan, 2021); U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics 
(2020); Great Start Readiness Program State Evaluation 
Annual Report (2019-2020).

+ EDUCATION
Continued from pg 38, SISD
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Get Free Tuition through Michigan’s Reconnect Scholarship Program
Delta College, in partnership with Michigan Reconnect, is offering free in-district tuition to qualifying Michigan 
residents who want to earn an associate degree or certificate.

Do you qualify? 
• Michigan resident for 1 year or more
• At least 25 years of age
• U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen
• Hold a high school diploma or GED
• Do not currently hold a college or university degree
• Students must enroll for 12 credits per year

*Other costs apply. Students outside Bay, Midland and Saginaw counties (Delta’s service district) can receive the scholarship but will be responsible for 
the difference between in-district and out-of-district tuition and fees.

Apply today!  |  delta.edu/reconnect  |  989-686-9093

Newly expanded 

to those 21–24

for a limited time!
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About Saginaw ISD 
HE/EHS

Established in 1965, 
Head Start promotes 
school readiness for 
children, ages three to 
five, in low-income 
families by offering 
educational, nutritional, 
health, social and other 
services.

Head Start programs 
promote school readiness 
by enhancing the social and 
cognitive development of 
children through the 
provision of educational, 
health, nutritional, social 
and other services to 
enrolled children and 
families.

Early Head Start, 
launched in 1995, provides 
support to low-income 
infants, toddlers, 

pregnant women and 
their families.

EHS programs enhance 
children’s physical, social, 
emotional, and 
intellectual development; 
assist pregnant women to 
access comprehensive 
prenatal and postpartum 
care; support parents’ 
efforts to fulfill their 
parental roles; and help 
parents move toward 
self-sufficiency.

Together Head Start 
and Early Head Start have 
served tens of millions of 
children and their 
families.

At Saginaw ISD Head 
Start our attentive staff is 
available Monday through 
Friday to answer all your 
questions and make every 
effort to ensure you are 
100 percent satisfied.

“Our mission is to provide high 
quality services, developing 
school readiness and family 

empowerment for prenatal to 
age five children and families by 

working in partnership with 
parents and the community.”

-Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

Saginaw ISD Head Start
Claytor Administrative 

Building
3200 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone 989.752.2193
Fax 989.921.7146

Office Hours
Monday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Friday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

For additional information concerning
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Head Start 
graduates are more 

likely to graduate 
from high school 
and less likely to 

need special 
education, repeat a 

grade, or commit 
crimes in 

adolescence.”

 Joe Baca, former 
Dem. California 

Congressman

Sabrina Beeman-Jackson

Saginaw ISD Head Start/Early Head Start 
Program Director
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+ SPORTS

On Tuesday, December 19, 2023, be-
fore the boys’ varsity basketball game (ap-
proximately 6:30 pm), Carrollton Public 
Schools will dedicate the Carrollton High 
School basketball court as the “Coach 
Ron Vondette Basketball Court at Carroll-
ton High School.” The dedication of the 
court honors the legacy of Mr. Ron Von-
dette, who served as the Boys Varsity Bas-
ketball Coach at Carrollton High School 
from 1965-1994, accumulating a 425-164 
record, with 20 league championships, 7 
district titles, 4 regional titles, and a run-
ner-up finish in the 1969-70 state champi-
onship game. 

In addition to remarks and the reveal 
of the sign before the game, a reception 
will be held in the cafeteria starting at half 
time for former Carrollton High School 

basketball players who would like to visit 
with Coach Vondette.

WHO 
• Tiffany Peterson, Superintendent of 

Carrollton Public Schools 
• Jeff Boensch, Vice President of 

Carrollton Public Schools Board 
of Education Ed Boell, Principal of 
Carrollton High School 

• Jacob Premo, Athletic & 
Transportation Director of Carrollton 
Public Schools Ken Hyde, Director of 
Facilities at Carrollton Public Schools

• Lindsay Bryce, Director of Family and 
Community Engagement at Carrollton 
Public Schools Jack Tany, Saginaw 
County Commissioner (District 2) 
and Past President Emeritus of the 

Saginaw County Sports Hall of Fame 
• George Kubiak, Former Carrollton All-

State player 

WHAT
Coach Ron Vondette Basketball Court at 
Carrollton High School Dedication 

WHEN
Tuesday, December 19, 2023, at halftime 
of the boys’ varsity basketball game against 
Frankenmuth High School (approximately 
7:30 pm) 

WHERE
Carrollton High School 
3211 Carla Dr. 
Saginaw, MI 48604

Carrollton High School hosts basketball court 
dedication rescheduled for December 19

COURTSY PHOTOS
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By HASANI ALI

Family Affair: Forrest Follow’s in Her 
Parent’s Footsteps at Detroit Mercy 

By Hasani Ali

Freshman Kamari Forrest knew that 
the University of Detroit Mercy was home 
for her when she was recruited by her 
coach, Kate Achter.

The two were aligned with the same 
mission – to rebuild the Titan program.

“Coach and my parents were a big rea-
son why I decided to come to Mercy,” For-
rest said. “I have a pretty good relation-
ship with my (college) coach from my high 
school career and we connected really fast. 
We clicked and had the same goal of re-
building a program and I was all for it.”

The Saginaw native is the daughter of 
Keshawn and Ryvon Covile, both former 
players at Detroit Mercy.

Keshawn played for the Titans from 
2006-2008 – her professional career took 
her to France. Ryvon played from 2003-
2007 and is currently the assistant coach 
for the Delta College men’s team.

“As a mother, I am extremely proud of 
Kamari,” Keshawn said. “Words cannot 
express the joy I feel watching her on and 
off the court. It’s surreal sometimes and I 
just want to pinch myself just to make sure 
I’m not dreaming.”

The decided factor was almost a no-
brainer for Forrest. Her interest in Psy-
chology was a plus, but she knew that she 
belonged in Detroit. 

“My parents were comfortable with me 
coming here since they were on the cam-
pus at one point so it was definitely a good 
transition,” said Forrest. “It’s pretty nice to 
keep the tradition going and be a part of a 
program that my family is already familiar 
with.”

Forrest is one of three freshmen on the 
team – working steadily to earn minutes 
with the rest of the team.

She played a significant amount of time 
during the team’s 105 – 44 loss to Michigan 
State University, where she also scored her 
first bucket of her college career. 

“It was exciting to get into the game 
and contribute,” Forrest said. “The team 
was very disappointed in the loss, but I 
did score my first bucket and the team was 
very excited for me. Everyone just told me 
to keep working at my craft.”

Her minutes have decreased since that 
game back in November, but the 5-foot-10 
guard is quite optimistic for her opportu-
nity and is willing to do what it takes for 
her team to win.

“I understand the goal and my position 
in it,” she said. “If I’m not fit for the cur-
rent gameplan, then I don’t mind the best 
players being on the court and I will cheer 
them on. When my time does come to get 
on the court, I know that I will have to play 
my role in order to make the team better.”

In the meantime, Forrest is finding 
other ways to contribute to the team.

“As of now, just being a good teammate 
and supporting the other players,” she 
said. “I try to go my hardest at practice to 
get my team ready for the next game. We 
battle and that’s a good thing as we’re all 
working towards the same goal. It’s not an 
option to not be competitive at practice. 
The upperclassmen will get on you if you 
are slacking.”

Along with the familiar face of her par-
ents, there’s another Saginaw native that 
helped Forrest feel welcomed.

Assistant coach Juanita Cochran, a for-
mer player at Detroit Mercy, was able to 
connect with Forrest quite easily with the 
two being from the same city.

“Coach (Cochran) took me under her 
wing and showed me the ropes,” For-
rest said. “That connection has definitely 
helped me out a lot during my transition 
there.”

Detroit Mercy (7-4 overall, 2-0 Hori-
zon League) will return back to action on 
Dec. 18, traveling to Louisville, Kentucky 
to take on Bellarmine University.

Family Affair: Forrest follow’s 
in her parent’s footsteps at 
Detroit Mercy

+ SPORTS

COURTESY PHOTO
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By HASANI ALI

Saginaw Valley State University took 
an unexpected turn with a disappointing 
71-56 loss to Northern Michigan Univer-
sity last Saturday afternoon.

The Cardinals (6-3, 1-1 GLIAC) had 
their six-game winning streak snapped by 
the Wildcats (7-5, 2-0 GLIAC) and now 
split in conference play with a 1-1 record.

The Cardinal’s head coach knows that 
there is some work to do with the continu-
ity of the team, but working to make sure 
the right pieces are in the right place. 

“We’re still trying to put all the pieces 
together,” said head coach Randy Baruth 
during a postgame interview after a 91-38 
win over Adrian College. “We haven’t been 
able to use Curtis Jackson like we should 
be and we have so many playmakers out 
on the court at once so we’re just trying to 
get our spacing and get our rhythm down.”

Senior Tre Garret and junior Toodles 
Seal led the four SVSU players with dou-
ble-digit points, as the pair each scored 14. 

The pair was also a couple rebounds 
away from a double-double. 

Maurice Barnett scored 12 points off 
the bench while Freddie McIntosh added 
10 points to the cause on the afternoon.

The Wildcats hit back-to-back shots 
from behind the arc to jump out to a quick 
6-0 lead in the opening four minutes of 
play. 

Garrett responded with a 3-pointer of 
his own to put SVSU on the board and cut 
the deficit in half. 

Northern Michigan were hanging on to 
a slight lead by a thread until a three-point 
jumper sparked an 8-0 run that increased 
their advantage to 17-7 with 11:24 on the 
clock in the opening half. 

Seal drained a 3-pointer to cut the lead 
to single digits with just under nine min-
utes to go in the half. He then followed 
that up with a jumper to cut things to six 
and ignite a 9-0 run that had the Cardinals 
within a basket of knotting it up (21-19). 

NMU extended their lead to eight, but 
SVSU wasn’t going to go away easily, trim-
ming the lead to 35-31 as the teams en-
tered the locker room for the break.

McIntosh hit a pull-up jumper that 

started a 6-0 run with Seal and Garrett 
adding baskets to tie the game at 37 in the 
opening minutes of the second half. 

The game began to become out of reach 
with two free throws and a 5-0 run by the 
Wildcats, recapturing the lead and begin-
ning to pull away, 44-37. 

SVSU were never able to recover from 
the deficit as the shots were not falling late 
in the second half.

Despite not winning the game, SVSU 
did take away some wins from the game on 
the stat sheet. The Cardinals did win the 
rebound battle with 37, one-upping NMU 
and outscored the Wildcats in points off 
turnovers and second-chance points, 14-13 
in both categories. 

The Cardinals will have a chance to 
regroup before seeing Div. 1 action at the 
Hinkle Fieldhouse in Indianapolis on Fri-
day, Dec.15 at 7 p.m. for an exhibition 
game against Butler (8-2). 

SVSU will return to regular-season 
play on Tuesday, December 19 when Hills-
dale comes to O'Neill Arena for a 1:00 p.m. 
non-conference clash.

Cardinals fall 71-56 to Northern Michigan, split 
in conference play

COURTESY PHOTO
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By HASANI ALI

Davison guard Greg Lawson described 
the against Saginaw High as “fun,” despite 
losing to the Trojans, 78-70.

“It was nice to come to my hometown 
and battle it out against my friends,” he 
said. “I’ve been playing against TJ (Ste-
venson) and the other guys since we were 
little kids. We also played AAU together 
for a few years. We know each other on 
the court very well, which made the game 
quite competitive.”

Both Lawson and Stevenson led the 
way with 24 points for both teams. Ste-
venson also had 10 assists. 

The action was loaded from the very 
beginning.

As expected, Lawson scored the first 
bucket of the game with a pull-up jumper. 
Stevenson immediately responded with a 
floater. 

On the ensuing drive, Lawson drained 
a 3-pointer to extend the Cardinal lead. 

He was heard saying to his defender, “this 
my city.” 

Amarion Blythe landed a monstrous 
dunk on the Cardinals next possession, 
though it didn’t count as he had traveled. 
But it definitely kept the crowd on its toes. 

The Trojans were ahead 17-16 at the 
end of the first quarter. 

Brandon McCune showed up for the 
Trojans in the second quarter. Having a 
slow start, he quickly got hot and sank 
four 3-pointers by the half, giving the 
Trojans a 37-28 lead.

McCune finished the game with 20 
pointers. 

The Cardinals started off strong in the 
beginning of the 3rd quarter until Steven-
son went down with leg cramps. 

His absence quickly affected the Car-
dinal offense as their 11-point lead quickly 
diminished to three. 

The Trojans quickly took advantage 
and capitalized on the absence of Davi-
son’s primary scorer and defender.

Saginaw was 
holding on by a 
thread, 54-51 go-
ing into the fourth 
quarter.

Lawson scored 
at the top of the 
quarter and rallied 
his team to take a 
quick 56-54 lead. 
However, the mo-
mentum was all 
Trojans through-
out the final min-
utes of the game.

Saginaw out-
scored Davison 
24-14 in the final 
quarter.

Senior Jayden 
Osteen stepped up in a major way for the 
Trojans – grabbing 13 rebounds which 
led to many second-chance points.

He also finished with 10 points and 4 
blocks. 

Senior Fransco Lee, Jr. and Junior 
Torrion Burt were two major players 
missing in the action in tonight’s game as 
they had to sit out due to eligibility rea-
sons. 

The investigation is the legitimacy of 
their transfer paperwork from Bridgeport 
High School. There appeared to be ques-
tions about their transfer paperwork from 
Bridgeport High School despite already 
playing two games.

Lee Jr. was quite disappointed in the 
ruling that he and Burt had to sit. Yet, he 
was confident that the Trojans could pull 
off the win without him.

“It hurt not being able to play with my 
team today,” he said. “But we knew that 
they were going to have our backs and we 
weren’t concerned about the chatter with 
us being out tonight. They fought hard 
and came out on top. We will be playing 
very soon. Our goal is March so we need 
to get it in gear now.”

Frenemies: Childhood friends 
Stevenson and Lawson square off 
in conference play

COURTESY PHOTO
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By HASANI ALI

A selfless act can go a long way.

For Eastern Michigan’s offensive line-
man Brian Dooley, donating his full ride 
football scholarship to another player has 
earned him the 2023 Disney Spirit Award.

The kind gesture was simply to help an-
other teammate in need as walk-on Zack 
Conti was working multiple jobs and do-
nating plasma to pay for college while still 
playing for the football team.

Conti was also attending to his mother, 
who has been fighting polycystic kidney 
disease and needs a transplant. 

Walking onto the team in 2019, the 
Trenton native still had a dream to play 

college football and was willing to exhaust 
all options to get onto the field. 

The viral moment caught national at-
tention as Dooley stood up during a team 
meeting and proclaimed that he was giv-
ing up his scholarship to give to another 
player. 

As Conti’s name was announced, the 
team erupted in disbelief. The team sur-
rounded Conti as he hugged Dooley.

"Football is something I really love, so 
ever since I got to school, I've had to do 
whatever it takes to stay here and stay in a 
good position with academics and football 
and everything," Conti said.

"At Walt Disney World we love the 
amazing stories that come out of college 

football every year," said Adam Ball, vice 
president of ESPN Wide World of Sports 
Complex. "And we also love the challenge 
of trying to find one, like Brian Dooley’s, 
that embodies the indomitable spirit that 
is at the core of this very special award."

The Disney Spirit Award has been pre-
sented every year by Walt Disney World 
Resort since 1996 to the most inspirational 
figures in college football. The award was 
created to honor people like Dooley who 
demonstrate an indomitable spirit and a 
willingness to help others.

Dooley, whose mother is a nurse and 
father is a truck driver, is in his final sea-
son at Eastern Michigan. He and his fam-
ily are now paying for college themselves. 

Dooley said the decision to donate his 
scholarship was an easy one and he hopes 
it inspires others to help out in their com-
munities.

"I think it's just the beginning. If peo-
ple see what I've done they might take it to 
a whole new level," said Dooley. "I wish I 
could do more. To me it wasn't that big of 
a deal what I did. I was just doing it for one 
of my brothers. So, hopefully I can do a lot 
more now."

According to EMUEagles.com, Dooley, 
a graduate student majoring in criminal 
justice, has routinely found ways to lift 
others around him. 

As a team captain, he has let his team-
mates take his place during the pregame 
coin toss, giving them the chance to rep-
resent the team. Off the field, he has per-
formed more than 100 hours of commu-
nity service, including reading to young 
students, building and refurbishing parks 
and participating in EMU's "Victory Day," 
an event supporting those with cognitive 
and physical impairments.

Dooley is the 28th recipient of the Dis-
ney Spirit Award and the first from East-
ern Michigan University. He will be pre-
sented with the trophy during the "Home 
Depot College Football Awards" on ESPN 
on Friday, Dec. 8 (7- 9 p.m. ET).

EMU’s Brian Dooley receives 
2023 Disney Spirit Award
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PIC OF THE WEEK

E.A.T. recently announced that they have been awarded 
a $10,000 grant from the Midland Area Community 

Foundation. This grant will fund their 2024 "We Train, We E.A.T." 
basketball and strength & conditioning camps for the youth 
from rural areas of Midland County at the Greater North Midland 
Community Center in conjunction with the Coleman Family Center.
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The Great Lakes Bay Region Does Better With

“When you want a 
great car or truck 

come see 
The Wright Guy 

for the job!”

John Wright
jwright@garberbuick.com
989-497-4444, ext. 1615

GarberBuick.com
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Brittany Saunders is ready to pay it forward. The Chicago native enroIIed at 
SVSU with ambitions to pursue a teaching career. Brittany was encouraged 
and invigorated by other passionate educators who worked cIoseIy with her to 
ensure she wouId accompIish her goaIs. And she is. Even before she was set 
to graduate, Brittany couId boast a résumé with a paid internship in a schooI 
district aIong with K-12 cIassroom experience. Now she can’t wait to begin 
a professionaI career, inspiring students with the same kind of one-on-
one attention she received from her professors at SVSU.


