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Saginaw Promise welcomes Dr. Natasha

Bagdasarian as “Keynote Speaker” for its “Power

of a Promise” Fundraiser in November!

ADD THIS EVENT TO

Saginaw, YOUR CALENDAR!
Promis B ™S P

DR. NATASHA BAGDASARIAN
IS COMING TO SAGINAW!

The Saginaw Promise is honored to
welcome Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, as

"keynote speaker” for their 2023 "Power
of a Promise” Fundraiser Luncheon! Slnﬂ;_:{
2021, Dr. Bagdasarian has servedas
Chief Medical Executive. In this role, Dr.
Bagdasarian provides overall medical
guidance for the State of Michigan.

Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, MD, MPH, FIDSA
Chi ¥

Chiol Medical Exscutive for the State of Michigan

Dr. Bagdasarian is board certified by the American Board of Internal
Medicine in Internal Medicine and Infectious Diseases and is a Fellow of
the Infectious Diseases Society of America. She will speak on her role,
national trends, S.T.E.M. Education, impact of Pandemic on the medical
community, shortages and the importance of building a pipeline of
medical professions in Michigan and Saginaw.

SAGINAW PROMISE _

= W::j OF A OMISE”
aLser

P Horizons Conference Center

4 "y Tuesday, November 7, 2023
! Click here \ (Doors Open at 11 AM)

I to v_ieW_ ] Program starts at 11:30 AM
\ MediaKit y

Proceeds from this event will benefit Saginaw
Promise programming and scholarships.

For questions or information contact Deborah Sanchez at the
Saginaw Promise; dsanchez@saginawpromise.org or at (989) 755-0545.

The Saginaw Promise is pleased to welcome Dr.
Natasha Bagdasarian as “keynote speaker” for its
annual “Power of a Promise” Luncheon Fundraiser
on Tuesday, November 7, 2023 at Horizons Con-
ference Center (doors open at 11 AM with program
starting at 11:30 AM). As Chief Medical Executive,
Dr. Bagdasarian provides overall medical guidance
for the State of Michigan. She will speak on her role,
national trends, S.T.E.M. education, impact of the
Pandemic on the medical community, shortages and
the importance of building a pipeline of medical pro-

Bay Region.

(989)755-0545.

fessions in Michi-
gan and Saginaw.

The event will
also showcase or-
ganizational out-

comes, community
partners, Saginaw
Promise scholars,
musical entertain-
ment and a deli-
cious luncheon
meal. “Power of
a Promise” pro-
ceeds will benefit
Saginaw Promise
programming and
Scholarships.
When “hope”
is present, dreams
and goals flour-
ish. Since 2012,
the Saginaw Prom-
ise has awarded
$1,227,714 in
scholarships to
695 students to as-
sist them to earn a
program certificate
or degree! Since its
formation, the Sag-
inaw Promise has
seen high school
graduation rates
increase, drop-out
rates decrease,
FAFSA completion
grow and Saginaw
Promise schol-
ars earn program
certificates and
degrees! The Sagi-
naw Promise be-
lieves in the power
of postsecondary

education to be a “change agent” to affect the future
of Saginaw, its economy and quality of life for its
families and students, which will also benefit sur-
rounding communities and the entire Great Lakes

Sponsorships and promotional opportunities
are available! For tickets, sponsorships and recog-
nition opportunities visit www.saginawpromise.
org or for questions contact Deborah Sanchez by
email dsanchez@saginawpromise.org or by phone
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GEORGE GRANT JR. WAS INSTALLED AS THE FIFTH PRESIDENT OF SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY DURING AN INVESTITURE CEREMONY ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

SVSU Installs President George Grant Jr. in iconic ceremony

George Grant Jr. was formally installed
as the fifth president of Saginaw Valley
State University during an investiture
ceremony today, Tuesday, September 26,
at 10:30 a.m. in the Malcom Field Theatre
for Performing Arts. Grant assumed the
office of president on Jan. 1.

Investiture, one of the oldest traditions
in academia, is a formal ceremony that
confers the authority of high office. It
typically is held during or at the conclusion
of the new president’s first year in office.
SVSU is the youngest of Michigan’s public
universities, having been founded in 1963;
it began as a private college, Saginaw
Valley College.

“I am honored to serve as SVSU’s
fifth president,” said Grant. “SVSU’s
mission, strategic plan and commitment
to community engagement align with my
values. I look forward to building on the
relationships that have been established
through the university’s 60 years and
continuing to work with faculty, staff,
students and the community to make the
university the best institution it can be.”

Brandon Haskett, SVSU professor of

music and president of SVSU’s Faculty
Association, served as the grand marshal
and delivered closing remarks. Master of
ceremonies was Deborah Huntley, provost
and vice president of academic affairs.
Followingtheinvocation
by Christopher V. Pryor,
pastor of Victorious
Believers Ministries in
Saginaw,  salutations
were offered by Haskett;
Kathleen Chantaca-
Kubczak, SVSU Support
Staff Association
president; Austin
Urlaub, SVSU Student
Association President;
and Nic Taylor,
executive director of
SVSU Alumni Relations.

Raj M  Wiener,
chair of SVSU’s Board
of Control, delivered
remarks and presented
the presidential
medallion, followed
by President Grant

addressing the assembled guests.

More information and a link to view
the ceremony can be found at svsu.edu/
investiture.

]

GRS gl i b s »
GEORGE GRANT JR.'S SPEAKS DURING HIS INVESTITURE CEREMONY
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By DONIQUA SOVIA

War. The Bible speaks of such things happening, and
such things being rumored to happen. Those who have
fought in one, seldom speak of the horrors that it brings,
and often display a sense of irritability when one displays
an eagerness to be apart of one.

I hear about it all the time. How we got to prepare for

war, it's even in the articles I read and I must admit it

causes worry, anxiety, depression, despair, and I'm left

searching my soul each time I hear what is happening
and how we’re “one step closer.”

Then I'm reminded of a few verses;

“God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love
and a sound mind.”

2 Timothy 1.7.

So do not Fear, for I am with You, do not be dismayed, for

I am Your God. I Will Strengthen You and Help You; I Will
Uphold You with My Righteous Right Hand.

Isaiah 41:10

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. The peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7

Worry is mentally doubting what God already said. No

matter the negativity; Pray. No matter how dark the cloak
of depression is; Pray. No matter how high the news you
got made your anxiety go; Pray. Prayer is the power that
turns the ship from the iceberg and onto peaceful waters.
Whatever war is going on in your life; Pray.

MYB
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Seen on the Scene: On Saturday, September 23, Saginaw STEM hosted, STEM Sat-
urday, “Chemistry and Nanoscience”, at the Saginaw Arts and Sciences Academy
in Saginaw, MI. They engaged over 150 students, professionals, community lead-
ers, parents, and volunteers from 33 different schools, and 53 first time students.
Students learned how chemistry impacts their daily lives, the difference between
endothermic and exothermic chemical reactions and had the opportunity to build
a chemical clock. The next STEM Saturday will be held on Saturday, October 21,
2023 at Saginaw Arts and Sciences Academy, from 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
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Delta College relocates “Monumento a la Raza”

to Sculpture Walk

Delta College has relocated “Mon-
umento a la Raza,” created by former
art student David Torrez, a pioneer of
Chicano art in the Midwest, as part of
its Hispanic Heritage Month 2023 cel-
ebration.

Initially installed in the college’s
courtyard, the concrete “stelae” — an
upright inscribed concrete slab — was
relocated to the east side of the main
campus near the entrance of J Wing for
open display.

On September 20, 1989, in celebra-

LATINO BANNER SPONSORED BY GREAT LAKES BAY HEALTH CENTERS & TEAM ONE CREDIT UNION

MAYAN MONUMENTO A LA RAZA, 1989 BY DAVID TORREZ

tion of Hispanic Heritage Month, Tor-
rez, a Saginaw native, presented Delta
College with the hand-carved 5-foot-
tall Mayan monolith in tribute to his
Mexican heritage. This statue is cov-
ered in carved images of maize, warrior
kings, eagles, serpent boats, musical
instruments and seashells with dates
engraved on the side.

“As far as I know, the work is a one-
of-a-kind anywhere. The stelae itself
dates back thousands of years. It was
used as a historical marker in front of
Mayan temples, recording every 10 to

LIDER €N LA
DIVERSIDAD

VAMOS ADELANTE

20 years of history,” Torrez told The
Saginaw News at the time.

Dr. John E. Vargas, D.O., his fam-
ily and members of the Hispanic com-
munity commissioned the stelae that
Conce (Sam) and Carmen Olvera dedi-
cated in memory of their son Luis.

Lisa Sebbe, the oldest of Torrez’s
three children, recalled watching her
father carve “Monumento a la Raza,”
which translates to “Monument to the
Race,” out of Styrofoam, rubber mold-
ing and cement.

“As a kid, I remember him talking
through his process, explaining that he
did deeper cuts because he needed to
make the concrete show,” Sebbe said.

Mary Ellen Torrez, sister of the art-
ist and former Delta College staff mem-
ber present during the installation cer-
emony, credited the muse of his lifelong
creative expression as their father.

“Our parents moved here from
Mexico, but our dad instilled in us a
lot about our culture,” she said. “David
loved the ancient history of Mexico and
the Mayans. He dedicated most of his
drawings or murals to that.”

“Monumento a la Raza” is now part
of the Delta Sculpture Walk, a free out-
door collection of works showcasing
multiple styles and media by various
artists. Visitors and students can enjoy
the works of art around campus 365
days a year.

For more information, visit delta.
edu/sculpturewalk.

TEAM
ONE
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Looking to trade in your

vehicle for a more affordable
monthly rate?
Contact me Louie G

Auto sales consultant
. Louie ‘Louie G’ Garcia
. Call 989-770-3078
> | For an appointment
“

5015 State St
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Finance your AUTO LOAN
with No Payment

for 90 Days!

* Make no payments for the first
* Receive $50 off Guaranteed

Asset Protection (GAP) or
Depreciation Protection Waiver
(DPW) to protect your investment!

g

Sugar Skull Party
NOVt 4th $2@ y  * We offer loans for lease buyouts

as well!

SELF-ISH SELFIE SHOPPE -
406 COURTSST. 7PM-1uPM

88 Fotdeswet g | (ORE

«% www.selfisheslfieshoppe.com Apply online at TeamOneCU.org CREDIT UNION

*Only available for Auto Loans financed directly through Team One Credit Union. Indirect Auto Loans through
dealerships are not eligible for this offer. The 90 day payment deferral is only available for credit scores of
601 and above. During the 90 day payment deferral, interest will continue to accrue at the rate disclosed at
loan closing. See Team One for additional details.

EMBRACE A CAREER e g

THAT PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY
TO HELP YOUR COMMUNITY

301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201., SAGINAW MI 48607 989-992-2600 MICHIGANBANNER.ORG IB
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Save the date! 4" Annual Dia de Los
Muertos Celebration

ll=lllln=
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Save the Date! The Saginaw Art Muse-
um will be hosting the third annual Dia de
Los Muertos celebration from November 4
2023- November 11, 2023! Details will be
forthcoming including information about
the program that is sure to include family
ofrendas like in years past.

SCHEDULE

November 4, 2023 - Opening Day cel-
ebration Noon - 5:00 p.m.

Ofrenda displays, children’s activities
courtesy of Creative 360 and Children’s
Grief Center, Food available from Ma-
ria’s Mexican Restaurant

November 8-11, 2023 - Ofrenda dis-
plays open, Noon-5pm

Interested in hosting an Ofrenda? Ap-
ply at https://saginawartmuseum.app.
neoncrm.com/event.jsp?event=1653&.

To learn more about this event, visit
https://www.saginawartmuseum.org/
event/diadelosmuertos2023.

El Dia de los Muertos is not, as is com-
monly thought, a Mexican version of Hal-
loween, though the two holidays do share
some traditions, including costumes and
parades. On the Day of the Dead, it’s be-
lieved that the border between the spirit
world and the real world dissolve. Dur-
ing this brief period, the souls of the dead
awaken and return to the living world to
feast, drink, dance and play music with
their loved ones. In turn, the living fam-
ily members treat the deceased as honored
guests in their celebrations, and leave the
deceased’s favorite foods and other offer-
ings at gravesites or on the ofrendas built
in their homes. Ofrendas can be decorated
with candles, bright marigolds called cem-
pasuchil and red cock’s combs alongside
food like stacks of tortillas and fruit.

The most prominent symbols related
to the Day of the Dead are calacas (skel-
etons) and calaveras (skulls). In the early
20th century, the printer and cartoonist
José Guadalupe Posada incorporated skel-
etal figures in his art mocking politicians

and commenting on revolutionary poli-
tics. His most well-known work, La Cala-
vera Catrina, or Elegant Skull, features a
female skeleton adorned with makeup and
dressed in fancy clothes. The 1910 etching
was intended as a statement about Mexi-
cans adopting European fashions over
their own heritage and traditions. La Ca-
lavera Catrina was then adopted as one
of the most recognizable Day of the Dead
icons.

During contemporary Day of the Dead
festivities, people commonly wear skull
masks and eat sugar candy molded into
the shape of skulls. The pan de animas of
All Souls Day rituals in Spain is reflected in
pan de muerto, the traditional sweet baked
good of Day of the Dead celebrations to-
day. Other food and drink associated with
the holiday, but consumed year-round
as well, include spicy dark chocolate and
the corn-based drink called atole. You can
wish someone a happy Day of the Dead by
saying, “Feliz dia de los Muertos.”

1B
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Seen on the Scene: 3" Annual Fiesta K?0Onda!

The third annual festival took place September 14 - 17 at
the SVRC Marketplace outdoor pavilion and included live
music, vendors and cultural activities
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NOBO JOINS KIDPOSIUM
OCTOBER 21, 2023 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY - CURTISS HALL

FREEDOM BUSINESS VENTURE

LEISURE TRAVEL

NO
BOUNDARIES

Andrea Michelle Terry
Sanchez Kirchoff Duperon

DUPERONEDUCATION.COM/NOBO

CSEITZ@DUPERON.COM

SAGINAW, MI
DUPERON EDUCATION

IB 301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201., SAGINAW MI 48607 | 989-992-2600 | MICHIGANBANNER.ORG
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SAMUEL J. SHAHEEN, MD

Samuel J. Shaheen, MD, to be
honored with the Spirit of St. Vincent
Award at Ascension St. Mary’s
Foundation Cornette Ball

Ascension St. Mary’s Foundation is
pleased to announce Samuel J. Shaheen,
MD, FACS, as the 2023 recipient of the
prestigious Spirit of St. Vincent Award,
presented annually to a highly respect-
ed physician who has rendered long and
noteworthy service to the Great Lakes Bay
community. Dr. Shaheen will be celebrat-
ed at the 29th Annual Cornette Ball on Sat-
urday, Nov. 18, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The

gala will be at Horizons Conference Cen-
ter, 6200 State Street, in Saginaw.

Dr. Shaheen serves as president and
chief executive officer of Central Michi-
gan University (CMU) Medical Education
Partners, based in Saginaw. CMU Medical
Education Partners is an organization that
involves a collaboration between CMU
and Saginaw’s two hospitals — Ascension
St. Mary’s and Covenant HealthCare. He

PAGE 13

also serves as Professor & Interim Chair,
Surgical Discipline, CMU College of Medi-
cine. In addition, Dr. Shaheen is President
of Shaheen Development, a family-owned,
community-based real estate development
company that has enriched communities
throughout the Great Lakes Bay Region
and beyond by creating places for living,
working, leisure and healthcare.

“Dr. Shaheen is very deserving of the
Spirit of St. Vincent Award,” says Stepha-
nie Duggan, MD, FACEP, FAAPL, CPE,
Regional President & CEO, North Region,
Ascension Michigan. “Ascension St. Mary’s
Hospital has a legacy of being a center of
excellence for healthcare, and Dr. Shaheen
has contributed to that, both as a surgeon
and an administrator. The dedication and
compassion he has for people and our
communities is nothing short of excep-
tional. As a surgeon, he focuses on what is
best for the patient and achieving the best
outcomes. It is a privilege to know him as a
physician colleague, friend and member of
the Ascension St. Mary’s Hospital family.”

“Dr. Shaheen is a visionary and advo-
cate for Saginaw,” said Steven McLean,
MD, Chief Medical Officer, Ascension
St. Mary’s Hospital, and 2021 Spirit of
St. Vincent award honoree. “I've worked
alongside him for years. Not only is he
dedicated and caring to patients, but he is
also passionate about the community. He
developed the Saginaw riverfront medi-
cal corridor on Washington Avenue nearly
two decades ago, and is now working with
community leaders to develop a medical
diamond in Saginaw to benefit genera-
tions to come.”

The Cornette Ball is one of the grand-
est black-tie galas in the Great Lakes Bay
region. The festive evening includes a
cocktail hour, five-course gourmet meal,
silent auction and live music by Detroit’s
Intrigue.

For sponsorship information or details
about attending the Cornette Ball, please
visit www.Ascension.org/CB or contact
Tammy Weighman at tamera.weighman@
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Business & community

events Wcompare.

When you choose HORIZONS, our
team will customize the details for your
business function to fit your unique needs
and budget. Your event coordinator will be
with you from start to finish, helping plan
for every eventuality, and your personal
banquet manager will be on hand during
the event to ensure its success.

Get in touch with one of our
event coordinators today!

H O RI ZON S HORIZONS Conference Center (989) 799-4122 ® horizonscenter.com in @horizonscenter
T ART OF HOSPITALITY 6200 State Street | Saginaw, Michigan inquiry@horizonscenter.com E @HORIZONSconfctr W @HORIZONSofGLBR

711 S. Euclid Ave. | Bay City, MI 48706

G Col Cell: (989) 714-6868
ammy Loieman  offce: (989) 460-0325

Sales Professional sammy.coleman@labadieauto.com
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Great Lakes Bay Regional Alliance, Saginaw Future Inc.
partner with Global Detroit for immigration survey

Great Lakes’
) Bay Region

Where Innovation Flows

The Great Lakes Bay Regional Alliance
has joined with Saginaw Future Inc. and
the Midland Business Alliance in partner-
ing with Global Detroit for an immigration
survey.

Understanding immigration and using
it to the region's benefit will be the topic
for a half-conference in May 2024.

Global Detroit is seeking input from
the business community in Michigan. This
survey, if you haven't seen or taken part in
it yet, comes with some benefits for your
members.

All survey respondents will be entitled
to:

1. One free hour of consulting with
Global Detroit on hiring interna-
tional student talent; AND

2. One entry into the prize drawing.
They are offering four chances to
win. One GRAND WINNER will re-
ceive a $200 gift card, while three
additional PRIZE WINNERS will

each receive $100 gift cards. The
gift cards either can be a Visa gift
card, Amazon gift card or a travel
voucher of equal value towards

a flight to get that vacation jump
started!

More than one staff member from the
same company can submit a survey and
qualify for the prizes, however, the free
hour of consulting is limited to one hour
per company. They are specifically looking
for surveys from staff who touch on vari-
ous aspects of hiring, talent acquisition,
and staffing strategies.

Isabella Bank expands into Bay County with loan,

wealth office

Isabella Bank, a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of Isabella Bank Corporation
(OTCQX:ISBA), is expanding into Bay
County with this month’s opening of a loan
and wealth office at 723 Washington Ave.,
near its intersection with Center Avenue in
downtown Bay City.

The office will provide mortgage and
commercial lending services as well as fi-
nancial planning services and estate ad-
ministration.

“Isabella Bank is responding to loyal
and future customers who live or work in
Bay County and have asked us to expand
our presence locally,” Chief Executive Of-
ficer Jae A. Evans said. “This is an exciting
step. We're a strong, stable and growing
community bank — the bank with a 120-
year history of commitment to this region’s
residents and businesses.”

With the new office, Isabella Bank has
31 locations in eight counties.

East Region President Michael Colby
said customer relationships are a prior-
ity, no matter the method of interaction.
While a growing number of customers
bank online, many still want to meet in
person when applying for a loan.

“Customers want to talk with an expert,
in person, for something as significant
as a home or business loan,” Colby said.

“They’ll receive person-
alized support, and deci-
sions about their loans
will be made locally, not
out of state.”

Personal wealth ser-
vices assist customers in
planning, building and
managing their financial
futures, including estate,
financial and retirement
plans, Senior Vice Presi-
dent Randy Dickinson
said.

“Isabella Wealth’s fi-
nancial professionals help customers iden-
tify their financial goals — from buying a
new home, sending their children to col-
lege, to retiring. We then create and moni-
tor a plan with the customer so they can
achieve their objectives,” he said.

In addition to financial services, many
clients turn to Isabella Wealth for estate
administration services.

“Our clients gain peace of mind from
the personal relationship they build with
one of our experienced, independent fidu-
ciaries,” Dickinson said. “They like having
someone they can visit and get advice from
— who they trust to handle their financial
affairs if they become incapacitated or

ISABELLA
BANK

bank local. baw@é

when they pass away. This is the full-ser-
vice, personalized care you’ll find at Isa-
bella Bank.”

Commercial Lender Jesse Kendall, who
has more than 10 years of banking experi-
ence in the tri-cities area, will manage the
Bay City office and work directly with loan
customers.

Wealth team members include Senior
Trust Officers Daniel McKune and JoAn-
na Keenan, and Financial Advisor Beth
DeLeeuw. All have ties to Bay County and
the Great Lakes Bay region.

The Bay City office can be reached at

301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201., SAGINAW MI 48607
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DOW CREDIT UNION BRANCH LOCATED AT 5420 GRATIOT ROAD

Dow Credit Union opens new branch in Saginaw

Dow Credit Union has announced
the grand opening celebration of its new
branch in Saginaw scheduled for Septem-
ber 25-29, 2023.

Spurred by growth in the Saginaw re-
gion, this is the first branch to open outside
of the credit union’s Midland headquar-
ters. It will feature a team of experienced
employees who will offer a full range of
services, including account creation, loan
origination and more.

Located at 5420 Gratiot Road, the
3,600-square-foot branch will be led
by Member Experience Manager Emily
Migut. The Saginaw branch will be open 9
a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

To celebrate the grand opening, Dow
Credit Union will be offering a certificate
of deposit special.

“Our strong digital banking services
have enabled us to serve many Saginaw
members through the years, but this new
location will enable even greater involve-
ment in the region as we continue to reach
and serve the community”, said Dow Cred-
it Union President and CEO Michael Goad.
“Our team looks forward to building new
relationships in the greater Saginaw com-
munity and providing valuable in-person

services to our growing Saginaw member
base.”

In her new role, Migut will oversee dai-
ly operations, manage the Saginaw team
and ensure members receive outstanding
care. She has spent nine years as a branch
banking professional in the Great Lakes
Bay region.

“I'm honored to lead the team at our
new branch, connect with members and
support the community not only through
our remarkable financial products and ser-
vices, but through our community invest-
ment and volunteerism,” Migut said. “The
skills I acquired in my previous roles have
prepared me for this exciting new lead-
ership opportunity at Dow Credit Union
where I'm delighted to support its growth,
member satisfaction and community rela-
tions.”

The Saginaw branch will offer mem-
bers many of the same services as its Mid-
land headquarters, including:

e Account creation and maintenance
» Mortgages
e Carloans

e Cash transactions

« Debit and credit card instant
printing

« Notary services

e Signature guarantee

« Safety deposit boxes

e Onsite ATM

» Drive-thru transactions
» Certificates of deposit

« Health savings accounts

All members can access their accounts
with 24/7 online banking.

“Our success as a credit union comes
from putting our members first — ensur-
ing they have the tools and knowledge to
make the best decisions for themselves,
their families and communities,” Goad
added. “This new office will enable us to
better deliver that success to our growing
membership in Saginaw.”

To become a Dow Credit Union mem-
ber, visit dowcreditunion.org/join.

Join the Saginaw County Chamber of
Commerce for a ribbon cutting at this new
location on Friday, October 19, 2023.

M
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ASCENSION ST. MARY'S MOBILE BREAST SCREENING CENTER

Ascension St. Mary’s Mobile Breast Cancer Screening
Center serves regional communities

Ascension St. Mary’s mobile breast
screening center is pleased to announce
their monthly route schedule which pro-
vides state-of-the-art 3D mammography
services to the following communities:
Birch Run, Chesaning, Frankenmuth, Os-
coda and Vassar. The mobile mammogra-
phy bus will be at these Ascension Michi-
gan locations on the following days each
month:

« First and Third Monday |
Ascension St. Mary’s Health Center
— Chesaning, 1600 Brady Street,
Chesaning, M1 48616 | 7a.m.-5
p.m.

« First Tuesday | Ascension St.
Mary’s Health Center — Vassar,
1212 W. Saginaw Road, Vassar, MI
48768 | 7a.m.-5p.m.

« Second and Fourth Monday
| Ascension St. Mary’s —
Frankenmuth, 1027 W. Genesee
Street, Frankenmuth, MI 48734 |
7 a.m. -5 p.m.

« Second, Third and Fourth Tuesday
| Ascension St. Joseph Hospital
Oscoda Health Park, 5939 N.
Huron Road, Oscoda, MI 48750 |
7 a.m. -5 p.m.

« Every Thursday | Ascension St.
Mary’s Health Center — Birch Run,
9900 Birch Run Road, Birch Run,
MI 48415 | 7a.m. -5 p.m.

The 45-foot breast screening center on
wheels provides advanced mammogra-
phy services to aid in the early detection
of breast cancer and save lives. A registra-

tion area is at the front of the mobile cen-
ter, with private dressing rooms that lead
to the center’s advanced 3D tomosynthesis
mammography equipment and technol-
ogy. The images are transferred daily from
the mobile mammogram system to Ascen-
sion St. Mary’s Hospital in Saginaw where
they will be read by a team of highly-skilled
radiologists.

Annual mammography screenings
are recommended beginning at age 40.
If there is a family history of breast can-
cer, talk with a physician about having a
breast screening earlier. A physician order
is neededfor mammograms. For more in-
formation or to schedule a screening ap-
pointment with the mobile mammography
center, call the central scheduling depart-
ment at (800) 605-9141.
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Your Wwea’aﬁ}y/destination.

Our creative team delights in making your vision come to life
so you and your guests will experience an unforgettable day.

Start planning your dream wedding today with HORIZONS.

H O RI ZON S HORIZONS Conference Center (989) 799-4122 ® horizonscenter.com @ @horizonscenter

T OF LOSPNALITT 6200 State Street | Saginaw, Michigan weddings@horizonscenter.com El @HORIZONSconfctr @horizonsweddings
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McLaren Health Care, Saginaw Valley State
University partnership provides opportunities,
discounted tuition for employees

McLaren Health Care, the three-state,
fully integrated health care system, has
announced a partnership with Saginaw
Valley State University that will provide
all qualified employees wishing to further
their education with a 30 percent discount
on tuition and all associated fees for in-
person and online courses through the
university, located less than 10 miles from
McLaren Bay Region hospital in Bay City.

All McLaren Health Care employees
throughout Michigan — regardless of job
classification — are eligible for all un-
dergraduate, graduate, and certification
courses offered through the award-win-
ning university, effective with the begin-
ning of the 2023 fall semester.

“As an employer of choice, one of the
aims of our organization is to support our

team and foster ambitions to advance their
careers and their decision to further their
education,” said Kimberly Keaton Wil-
liams, McLaren Health Care Vice Presi-
dent of Talent Acquisition & Development
and Chief Diversity Officer. “With this
very generous offer and mutually benefi-
cial partnership with Saginaw Valley State
University, McLaren staff will have access
to a broad spectrum of course offerings.
We're grateful for this partnership and
proud to offer it through our system.”

McLaren Bay Region is one of Bay
County’s largest employers, serving and
providing for the health care needs of many
individuals in SVSU’s home community.
McLaren has more than 19,000 employees
throughout Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana.

“We are committed to partnering with

employers throughout the Great Lakes Bay
Region to help them prepare their current
employees and recruit future employees,”
said George Grant Jr., SVSU president.
“We are grateful for this agreement with
McLaren and the increased educational
opportunities it provides, not only for
those working in the health professions,
but in any role within the health system,
as a more educated workforce ultimately
leads to better patient care.”

Seeing the benefit it offers its team,
McLaren Health Care has supported and
fostered initiatives that assist employees
in furthering their education. In 2022, sev-
eral McLaren subsidiary hospitals intro-
duced a tuition repayment assistance pro-
gram, which has already provided more

301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201., SAGINAW MI 48607

989-992-2600
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MICHIGAN STATE
JOIN US ONLINE PHEEAR AL

FOR A FREE

" MENTAL
HEALTH
FIRS

Learn how to assist someone
experiencing a mental health
challenge or crisis

In honor of World Mental Health Day, M5U Extension is
offering a FREE two-day class for community members
On WED. 10/11 & THUR. 10/12 from 12:30 - 4:30 p.m. ET

REGISTER at https://events.anr.msu.edu/MHFA23_E27/

or scan the QR code

U.IlldePE

credit wunian

V /LS about you... a/ways

TR '
www.wildfirecu.org =5 ", @;
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SAVE THE DATE

Jack and Jill of America, Inc.
Great Lakes Bay Region Chapter

presents

ANIGEHT
FARLEM

ANNIVERSARY GALA
OCTOBER 28, 2023

7:00PM
HORIZON'S CONFERENCE CENTER
SAGINAW, M
SEMI-FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED
PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE

JACK AND JILL OF AMERICA FOUNDATION &
LOCAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTERS

Louise McKinnie Tues.-Fri. 10-6
Master Hairstylist/Owner Sat. g-4

Reflections of “U’ Too

Salon, Barber Shop, Nails & Boutique
Gabriel Nicholson Poochie’s Enterprises Inc.

Sales & Leasing Professional

Let me earn your friendship!

2103 Sheridan Ave. ; L
PHONE (989) 695-5366 ext. 141 s 1% : Swecialist in Healthy Hair
GNicholson@BurtWatson.com hagmaw. Mi 48601 s %

www. BurtWatson.com {939} -755_4500

louloumck@anl com
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Thank you so much to the Michigan Banner and their support for the
Saginaw Spirit and The Memorial Cup! Appreciate you Jerome Buckley!

- Jimmy E. Greene, 2024 Memorial Cup Special Events Sales Director
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NOBO JOINS KIDPOSIUM
OCTOBER 21, 2023 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY - CURTISS HALL

FREEDOM BUSINESS VENTURE

LEISURE TRAVEL

indy, Andreaq, & Michelle

NO
BOUNDARIES ey

Seitz Sanchez Kirchoff Duperon

Andrea Michelle Terry

DUPERONEDUCATION.COM/NOBO

CSEITZ@DUPERON.COM

SAGINAW, MI
DUPERON EDUCATION
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New resource hub to benefit Michigan communities
via $1M in federal grant funds

The Michigan Department of Labor
& Economic Opportunity (LEO) and the
Michigan Municipal League (MML), an-
nounced they have partnered to create
the Michigan Local Capacity Enhance-
ment Program through a $1 million grant
under the federal American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA). Under the new program, the
League will provide local communities
with a robust online resource hub (MI-
FundingHub.org) and technical assistance
to support them in understanding, seek-
ing and successfully deploying new grant
funds for economic growth, infrastructure
and other community projects.

“LEO is excited to partner with the
League on this local capacity program and
to develop the much-needed MI Funding
Hub,” said LEO Director Susan Corbin.
“Michigan Communities of all sizes will

have the opportunity to gain knowledge
on how to successfully deploy new grant
opportunities that will directly impact on
their community’s and help their residents
thrive.”

With billions in available funding for
local units of government through pro-
grams like ARPA, the Infrastructure In-
vestment and Jobs Act and the Inflation
Reduction Act there is a significant need
for communities to track funding opportu-
nities as they become available. For many
communities across Michigan, especially
those small and medium-sized, navigating
this process and developing projects and
programs that meet their current and fu-
ture needs exceeds their capacity.

“Here in Saginaw, we've relied on the
League to help us decide how to invest our

ARPA funding,” said Brenda F. Moore,
Saginaw Mayor. “This partnership be-
tween with the League and the state will
ensure that we can continue to depend on
this assistance moving forward. It’s great
news for Michigan’s communities and cit-
ies like Saginaw.”

The league will act as the project lead
for this initiative and oversee the project
timeline, budget, strategic partnership
management and continuous improve-
ment activities. Technical assistance for
communities is available now, and the on-
line funding and resource hub is projected
to be completed in January 2024.

To learn more about this program or get
technical assistance in navigating funding
opportunities, visit MIFundingHub.org.

M
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Book a tour
today!

HORIZONS Conference Center
6200 State Street | Saginaw, Michigan

(989) 799-4122
weddings@horizonscenter.com

HORIZONS

ART OF HOSPITALITY

Finance your AUTO LOAN
with No Payment

for 90 Days!

* Make no payments for the first 90 days*!

* Receive $50 off Guaranteed Asset Protection
(GAP) or Depreciation Protection Waiver (DPW)
to protect your investment!

» We offer loans for lease buyouts as well!

s il

Apply online at TeamOneCU.org

CREDIT UNION

Speclacubloy weddings.

Surprisingly affordable.

Your special day deserves to be everything you've
always imagined. At HORIZONS, our experienced
coordinators take care of all of the details to help
plan the wedding of your dreams.

Complimentary to all weddings at HORIZONS:
> Professional event planning

> Beautifully accented ballrooms

> White knee-length linen and napkins

> China, silver and stemware

> Wedding cake cutting and serving

> Ballroom setup and cleanup

> On-site security and ample free parking

More than a venue ... your planning partner.
HORIZONS is much more than a venue ... we're your
dream wedding planning partner. Our experienced in-house
hospitality professionals will create an exceptional experience
for you and your guests — with stunning linen and floral
designs, our renowned cuisine and exceptional service.

Whether you envision an intimate affair or an elaborate,
themed event, we’ve done it all. Our unique, versatile facility
features a dozen distinct venues spread over 40,000 square feet
— offering infinite configurations to take you and your guests
from ceremony to cocktail hour to the reception. Oft-site
catering is also available.

® horizonscenter.com @ @horizonscenter
El @HORIZONSconfctr @horizonsweddings

*Only available for Auto Loans financed directly through Team One Credit Union. Indirect Auto Loans through dealerships are not eligible for this offer. The 90 day payment deferral is only available for credit scores of
601 and above. During the 90 day payment deferral, interest will continue to accrue at the rate disclosed at loan closing. See Team One for additional details.
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Saginaw, one of three Michigan VA locations to pilot
voter registration sites

The U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the office of the Michigan Sec-
retary of State announced the signing of
an interagency agreement to designate
the Saginaw VA Medical Center, the De-
troit VA Medical Center, and the Detroit
Regional Office as voter registration sites.
This agreement will empower VA to pro-
vide voter registration information and
assistance to Veterans and eligible depen-
dents at these three facilities.

“'m proud today to announce this
historic partnership between the state of
Michigan and the U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to ensure we expand oppor-
tunities for all veterans and their families
to play an active role in our democracy,”
said Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson.
“This partnership will break down many
barriers that keep veterans from partici-
pating in our democratic process and will
provide the information and tools they
need to fully exercise their voting rights in
every election.”

Through this partnership, VA is work-
ing to make it easier for Michigan Veterans
to exercise their fundamental right to vote,
as part of implementing Executive Order

MICHIGAN BANNER
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper

OCTOBER 1, 2023

14019, “Promoting Access to Voting.” This
joint effort will “expand citizens’ oppor-
tunities to register to vote and to obtain
information about, and participate in, the
electoral process to make voting more ac-
cessible to all Americans.”

The official designation of VA as a voter

COURTESY PHOTO

registration site will come through an ex-
ecutive order by Governor Whitmer in the
coming weeks.

To learn more about VA’s efforts to
provide voter registration assistance to
Veterans, visit https://www.va.gov/initia-
tives/vote.

I-675 bridge repairs continuing through Oct. 6

Michigan Department
of Transportation (MDOT)
is continuing to detour
northbound M-13 (Wash-
ington Avenue) at I-675 in
the city of Saginaw to re-
pair the I-675 overpass fol-
lowing a high-load hit. Re-
pairs are anticipated to be
completed by Friday, Oct.

The bridge was dam-
aged last month after an
MDOT excavator failed to
properly assess the height
of equipment being hauled
through the corridor and
hit the overpass.
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WOMEN OF COLQORS ’

DRESS
PURPOSE
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JOIN US FOR A N eae.
FREE 8-WEEK » '
WORKSHOP ON: OCT. 177 - 4.30PM-6PM
 Cover Letter & Resume SUCCESS ACADEMY
Building Q 1000 TUSCOLA ST.
* Interview Etiquette SAGNAW, MI 48607
. FmanmalLiteracy *Workshop sessions will take
o Ne.twerklng | place every Tuesday*
* Finding Employment
e Mack Interviews OPEN TO YOUNG MEN & WOMEN
* And so much more! ROES((S-2€

I ol w1 T £ - - Ul o - B S S

Registration Form

First Name Last Name
Email Address Phone Number
Street Address
City State Zip Code

Age: [ ] 16-18 [ ] 19-21 [ ] 22-24

Check all that apply:

[ ] High School Student [ ] College Student [ ] Employed (Part-Time) [_] Employed (Full-Time)

To register virtually, contact Kendall McElway at kendall@womenofcolors.org,
or Evelyn McGovern at (989) 737-9286
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MINISTRY WITHOUT WALLS - 3783 MANNION RD, SAGINAW, M| 48603

Join us at Ministry Without Walls

By PASTOR JOHN DUNN and community professionals work We understand that the mission field
MINISTRY WITHOUT WALLS together to accomplish the will of is not a country far away. It is around the
God. corner, down the street, in our communi-

Ministry Without Walls recently re- « A place where love flows, and ty. We also know that the vision given to
turned to our building at 3783 Mannion judgement is absent us will not be easy to accomplish. We know

Road with a new vision. The last couple of that we can not do it alone. It will take a

« A place where privacy is protected

years, the direction of the world, and the i o “village”.
pandemic starting with Covid have all cer- « A place where safety is a priority s
. . . We are committing our resources,
tainly become eye openers. After seeking » A place where the whole person is . .
s e . . time, talents, people, and our connections
God for His direction and His will, we are important d he “walls of the ch R
expanding our vision. Today, we clearly to tear down the “walls of the church.
understand that the Church is our com- _ ) _ If our vision is connecting with you on
munity. 'llo'url (:ingomg teaching and seminars some level and it appeals to you and sounds
The assignment that God has given to wilinctude: like something you might want to be a part
us is to “Break Down Walls”, bringing both of, we invite you to join us at 11:00 on Sun-
spiritual and those who work in the com- + Outreach days to meet us personally so we can an-
munity together. «  Growing Spiritually swer any questions you might have.
Our vision is for Ministry Without « Mental Health
Walls to be: « Healthy Living God bless You, come experience for
+ Finding Purpose yourself, Join us!!
« A place where the Spirit, Soul and ¢ Money Matters
BOdy becomes whole . Entrepreneurship Pas tor, John Dunn
e A pl.ace where resources are + Boys to Men Ministry Without Walls
available to those in need «  Women of Wisdom 3783 Mannion Road
« A place where church, volunteers » Discipleship Saginaw, MI 48603
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MEN OF BETHEL AME CHURCH

Present

STATE OF THE RACE SUMMIT

Saturday, October 28, 2023, 10:00 A.M.
Bethel AME Church
535 Cathay Street
Saginaw, MI. 48601

Panel Discussion focusing on the State of Education in the African
American Community, challenges, and solutions. Our children
deserve an opportunity to achieve their full potential. Come hear
how we can give them that opportunity. Panel will include:

Dr. Michael H. Gavin, President Dr. George Grant, Jr., President Dr. Pamela L. Pugh, President
Delta College Saginaw Valley State University State Board of Education

AsPuonnr] [SHI

Dr. Ramont Roberts, Superintendent Dr. Gwendolyn Thompson-McMillon, Professor
Saginaw Public School District Oakland University

Hon. M.T. Thompson, Jr., Program Chairperson
Mr. Ralph Martin, President, Men of Bethel
Dr. Dennis Laffoon, Pastor, Bethel AME Church
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MICHIGAN BANNER
SERMONETTE SERIES

-

By MINISTER CAROLYN
CARTER TOWNSEL

The world in which we live in it's
filled with hostility, indifference,
thoughtlessness, and meanness.
However, as Christian's apostle Paul
admonishes us to clothe ourselves,
and the clothes that he refers to and
specifically names are on the other
end of the clothing rack - "Clothe
yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience."” To clothe ourselves
with anything other than this signifies
the absence of God.

It is God who produces the fruit
of The Spirit in our lives (2 Corinthi-
ans 6:1-13), and kindness made the
list. Therefore, true kindness is Spirit
produce (Galatians 5 22). It's a su-
pernatural result of love- God's love.
When God's Spirit begins to develop
love in the Christian's heart, treating
others with kindness, compassion,
and forgiveness follows. One can be
assured, once the foundational fruit
of love- God's love, is flowing through
ones life, not only kindness but also

Kindness changes everything

"Clothe yourselves
with compassion,

kindness, humility,
gentleness and
patience."

Colossians 3:12

gentleness, forbearance, goodness
and all other attributes of the fruit of
the Spirit will follow.

But let's be real, far too many times
Christians function the way the world
does. Unfortunately, the very ones
who have been assigned to make Je-
sus known by their love for each other
(John 13:35) can be hostile, indiffer-
ent, thoughtless, and that should not
be. As believers when we show kind-
ness we reflect our God who is com-
passionate, kind, humble, gentle,
and patient. Because God has shown
great kindness to us, we should nat-
urally long to share his compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience with others.And as we go
forth wearing and sharing our costly
attire even when our enemies do not
deserve, want, or appreciate it we are
representing God greatly and radiant-
ly.

God himself is kind in this way. His
kindness is meant to lead people to
repentance (Romans 2:4). Which im-
plies they have not yet turned to him,
and are still His enemies. Therefore,
as we imitate God's kindness by lov-

ing our enemies, Jesus said in Luke
6:35," Love your enemies, and
do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return, and your re-
ward will be great, and you will
be sons of the Most High, for He
is kind to the ungrateful and the
evil.”

Kindness is so powerful it can
change a frown to a smile, hopeless-
ness to hopefulness, I can't to I can, it
can even help turn pain to joy, and on
and on and on.

Now my beloved, apostle Paul's
narrative should make us wonder
how we are doing. Are we kind to-
ward those around us, regardless of
whether we feel they deserve, want,
or appreciate our kindness. If not and
we know we can and must do bet-
ter- Go to the other end of the clothes
rack, change your clothes, and put on
compassion, humility, gentleness, pa-
tience and please do not forget kind-
ness- Because kindness changes ev-
erything!

Blessings To All......
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A

Agape Faith Bible Training
Center

Rev. Dr. Joseph Rodriguez
8121 Dixie Highway

Birch Run, M| 48415

(989) 777-3200 Ext. 20

Bethel AME Church
Rev. Dennis Laffoon
535 Cathay St
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-755-7011

Bethlehem Temple Church
of the Apostolic Faith
District Elder Curtis E.
Johnson, Pastor

3521 Webber St

Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-755-8381

Bread of Life Harvest Center
Senior Pastor Rodney J.
McTaggart

3726 Fortune Blvd.

Saginaw, Ml 48603
989-790-7933

C

Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson

3317 Lapeer Street

Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-754-2444

Christ Fellowship Baptist Church
Rev. Robert Davis, Jr.

818 N. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-754-4435
PastorD818@gmail.com

Christ Image Community Church
5501 Gratiot Rd

Saginaw, Ml 48638

(989) 759-9161

christimage.us

F

Faith Harvest Church

Bishop Ronald E. Chipp

1734 N. Mason

Saginaw, Ml 48602
989-799-4200
faithharvestministry.org
office@faithharvestministry.org

Faith Ministries Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony Revis
3420 E Ashman St.
Midland, Ml 48642
989-837-7777
faithministrieschurch.org

G

] Glimpse Of Hope Ministries
Pastor Leslie D Lewis

2211 S. Outer Dr.

Saginaw Michigan 48601
989-755-9237
g.ministries@aol.com

Glory House Ministries
Pastor Jim House

3660 Hermansau Rd.
Saginaw, M| 48603
(989) 752-4769

F:‘tm

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-755-3212

Greater Williams Temple
608 E Remington St
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-755-5291

Holy Communion Gospel
Center

Pastor Charlene Washington
1245 E. Genesee

Saginaw, Ml 48607
989-752-3993

] ilu'_' _..":_ LI

! H"‘a

Jacob's Ladder
Pastor Dennis Barlow
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, Ml 48602
989-799-6601

L

Life in Christ Ministries
Pastor Dennis Cotton, Sr.
2915 S. Washington Road
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-401-4465
LifelInChristMinistriesO7@
gmail.com

Messiah Missionary Baptist
Church

Pastor Otis Washington
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-777-2636

Fax: 989-777-2640
messiahmbc@att.net
messiahsag.org

Ministry Without Walls
Pastor, John Dunn

3783 Mannion Road
Saginaw, Ml 48603

Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Pastor Marvin T. Smith
M4 N. 6th Street
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-752-8064

New Beginnings Deliverance
Ministry

Pastor Roy & Evelyn Baldwin
2609 E. Genesee

Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-777-8272
Pastorbaldwin@charter.net

New Beginnings Ministries
Pastor Augustine Delgado
701 Hess Avenue

Saginaw, Ml 48601
newlife3881@gmail.com

Second Baptist Church
Pastor-Elect Marcelle T. Smith
1770 W. Youngs Ditch Rd.

Bay City, MI 48708
989-893-8631

T

New Birth Missionary Baptist
Bishop Larry D. Camel

3121 Sheridan

Saginaw, Michigan
989-327-1755

Transforming Life Ministries
Pastor William Brown

523 Hayden

Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-9573

New Covenant Christian
Center

Pastor Ron Frierson

2395 S. Outer Drive
Saginaw, M| 48601
989-752-8485

True Vine Baptist Church
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-752-0751

New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church

Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey U

1721 Tuscola Street —

Saginaw, M| 48601 . — .
939-753-7600 g*r:ﬂ:recc:‘Mlssmnary Baptist
Rev. Cedric Nickson

4290 Lamson Street

Saginaw, Ml 48601
Church: 989-759-9411

New Life Baptist Ministries
Dr. Craig Tatum
1401 Janes Ave.

Saginaw, MI 48601 Pastor 810.223.2987
989-753-1151
newlifelcm.com v

New Mt. Calvary Baptist
Church

Pastor Alfred "AJ" Harris Jr.
3610 Russel St.

Saginaw, Ml 48601

Victorious Belivers Ministries
Church

Pastor Chris V. Pryor

624 S. Outer Dr.

989-754-0801 Saginaw, M|
989-755-7692

Prince of Peace Baptist
Church

Pastor Robert C. Corley Jr.
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-754-2841

World Outreach Campus of
Greater Coleman Temple
Ministries

Supt. H.J. Coleman Jr.

2405 Bay Rd.

Saginaw, M| 48602
989-752-7957

Radiant Church of God Z

Pastor Adolfo & Erlinda . .. .
Martinez Zion Missionary Baptist
708 W Genesee Ave. Church

| Pastor Rodrick Smith
721 Johnson
Saginaw, M| 48607
989-754-9621

Saginaw, Ml 48602
989-401-2134
www.radiantchurchofgod.org

Resurrection Life Ministries
Full Gospel Baptist Church
Pastor Carolyn L. Wilkins
2320 Sheridan Avenue
Saginaw, Ml 48601
989-395-3142

S

Saint Paul Baptist Church
Rev, Dr., Vincent D. McMillon
120 North 15 St.

Saginaw, M. 48601
stpaul2@yahoo.com
Facebook: St Paul MBC Family
Connection
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+ FUNDRAISING GOODTIMES

Are funders accountable?

By MEL AND PEARL SHAW

Consider starting a community
conversation that uncovers
who receives money from
who and for what. Questions
could include: What has
been your history with
local philanthropists and
foundations? How do you
rate them? In terms of the
overall general community, do
you know who is funded and
at what levels? What about
within the Black community?
Have you been invited to apply
for a grant? If yes, what was
the process like? Accessible?
Complicated? Have ever
reached out to a funder or
philanthropist? Has anyone
reached out to you? Have
you been funded? What was
your experience Do you know
how funding decisions are
made in regard to projects
in the Black community? Do
you believe philanthropists
and funders are transparent
and accountable to the Black
community?

Other questions can focus on fund-
ing recommendations. These can include:
Based on the needs and strengths of the

Black community, what do you believe
should be funded? Do you believe the mis-
sion, vision, and goals of local philanthro-
pists and funders meet the needs of the
Black community? How can philanthro-
pists and funders increase the positive im-
pact they make on the Black community?
What criteria would you suggest for de-
termining which Black-led organizations
should be funded? For example, can the
value of Black people as artists, research-
ers, athletes, technologists, and musicians
be as worthy of investment as “poverty
fighting” programs? Are we only seen for
our deficits or are strengths equally wor-
thy of giving to?

There are also hard questions that can
be asked. For example, Can non-Black
funders and philanthropists have the sen-
sitivity and know-how to make critical de-
cisions regarding funding Black-led non-
profits? How would you offset what those
who are not Black cannot see?

Nonprofits are coming together to talk
about how they are funded, by whom,
and importantly what they believe are
the needs of the Black community. They
are moving from informal conversations

on the grapevine, to public conversations
with the goal of seeing more money grant-
ed to Black-led nonprofits. Within some
communities, funders and philanthro-
pists are coming together to discuss equi-
ty in funding. They are creating guidelines
for themselves that can lead to more equi-
table funding. Whether you are involved
as a nonprofit leader or as a philanthro-
pist or funder you can work with others
to increase funding, transparency and ac-
countability. The next step is yours! Learn
more about Black Philanthropy Month at
www.blackphilanthropymonth.com.

-

Copyright 2022 - Mel and Pearl Shaw

Mel and Pearl Shaw are authors of four books on fundraising available on Amazon.com. For help growing your fundraising visit www.saadandshaw.com or call (901) 522-8727.
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ALL-INCLUSIVE CARE FOR THE ELDERLY
RELIEF FOR CAREGIVERS

Adult Day Care * Medical Clinic
Physical & Occupational Therapy
Transportation * Social Services ¢ Nutritional Counseling

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!
989.272.7610

Fy
Great Lakes Bay
reat Lok Barey

EMBRACE A CAREER

THAT PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY
TO HELP YOUR COMMUNITY

Wiculd youl B8 1o halp make your commuandy & bether place? Make a difference in hundreds of Ives T

I 2o, Greal Lakes Bay Health Cenlens = foching for youl We are looking for passionate people dedcated fo praccing
theowg il and fiomugh medcal cans n e Geeal Lakes Bay region

Apply & hipyd i

“MY LEGACY IS
ABOUT GREAT
PATIENT CARE.” W

Regina Chenevert
Respiratory Therapist

\
\
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Join the family at
Covenant HealthCare.

When talking with Covenant HealthCare
employees, one word always comes up:
family. The close teamwork and respect
among our people are what keep
Covenant employees here, year after
year. They love working for the region’s
leading hospital, providing extraordinary
care and working with the area’s finest
healthcare providers. Join us and
become a part of our family.

Apply at
CovenantHealthCare.com/Careers

COCENANT

HealthCare
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GEORGE GRANT JR. WAS INSTALLED AS THE FIFTH PRESIDENT OF SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY DURING AN INVESTITURE CEREMONY ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

SVSU installs President George Grant Jr. in formal ceremony

George Grant Jr. was formally installed
as the fifth president of Saginaw Valley
State University during an investiture
ceremony today, Tuesday, September 26,
at 10:30 a.m. in the Malcom Field Theatre
for Performing Arts. Grant assumed the
office of president on Jan. 1.

Investiture, one of the oldest traditions
in academia, is a formal ceremony that
confers the authority of high office. It
typically is held during or at the conclusion
of the new president’s first year in office.
SVSU is the youngest of Michigan’s public
universities, having been founded in 1963;
it began as a private college, Saginaw
Valley College.

“I am honored to serve as SVSU’s
fifth president,” said Grant. “SVSU’s
mission, strategic plan and commitment
to community engagement align with my
values. I look forward to building on the
relationships that have been established
through the university’s 60 years and
continuing to work with faculty, staff,
students and the community to make the
university the best institution it can be.”

Brandon Haskett, SVSU professor of

music and president of SVSU’s Faculty
Association, served as the grand marshal
and delivered closing remarks. Master of
ceremonies was Deborah Huntley, provost
and vice president of academic affairs.
Followingtheinvocation
by Christopher V. Pryor,
pastor of Victorious
Believers Ministries in
Saginaw,  salutations
were offered by Haskett;
Kathleen Chantaca-
Kubczak, SVSU Support
Staff Association
president; Austin
Urlaub, SVSU Student
Association President;
and Nic Taylor,
executive director of
SVSU Alumni Relations.

Raj M  Wiener,
chair of SVSU’s Board
of Control, delivered
remarks and presented
the presidential
medallion, followed
by President Grant

addressing the assembled guests.

More information and a link to view
the ceremony can be found at svsu.edu/
investiture.

| -
-]

. Y - -
GEORGE GRANT JR.'S SPEAKS DURING HIS INVESTITURE CEREMONY

M

301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201., SAGINAW MI 48607

989-992-2600

MICHIGANBANNER.ORG


http://michiganbanner.org

OCTOBER 1, 2023

MICHIGAN BANNER
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper

PAGE 35

+ EDUCATION

SVSU advanced-degree nursing students don white
coats in iconic ceremony

Saginaw Valley State University re-
cently celebrated the advancement of
nurses taking their final steps to becoming
primary care family nurse practitioners.
On August 28, 27 SVSU Primary Care
Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) students
received white coats and recited the white
coat pledge, signifying their advancement
into clinical work. The white coat ceremo-
ny reaffirms the science and healthcare
community’s support of the educational
process that prepares future health pro-
viders for practice.

“These advanced practice nurses have
taken steps to further their educations to
fill crucial health care roles in the com-
munities where they live and work,” said
Averetta Lewis, SVSU professor of nursing
and coordinator of the FNP program. “By
pursuing their master’s degree, doctor-
ate degree or post-graduate certificate in
the FNP program, they are demonstrating
their commitment to providing excellent
patient care throughout Michigan.”

The FNP students live and work in
communities throughout Michigan. SV-
SU’s hybrid program, combining online
courses with less-frequent face-to-face
classes, enables them to pursue their ad-
vanced degree while maintaining their
commitments to work and family.

The White Coat Ceremony was initi-
ated in 1993 at Columbia University Va-
gelos College of Physicians & Surgeons by
Arnold P. Gold, M.D., who was a professor
and pediatric neurologist. Dr. Gold, a pas-
sionate advocate for humanistic health-
care, believed that the oath taken by new
physicians at the end of medical school
came too late. Through the nonprofit or-
ganization that he and his wife, Dr. Sandra
Gold, started the Arnold P. Gold Founda-
tion has expanded the White Coat Cere-
mony around the globe.

In 2014, recognizing the vital role nurs-
es play in the healthcare team, the Gold
Foundation partnered with the American
Association of Colleges of Nursing to adopt
a White Coat Ceremony for Nursing. More
than 360 schools of nursing now partici-
pate, and the number continues to grow.

SVSU FAMILY PRACTICE NURSING STUDENTS POSE WITH FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATORS IN THEIR NEWLY ACQUIRED WHITE COATS.

Twenty-six of the 27 students in SV-
SU’s Primary Care Family Nurse Practi-
tioner Program are pursuing a Master of
Science in Nursing. They are listed below
with their city of residence:

Trisha Ameel, Sandusky
Jane Ballard, Cass City
Grace Barrientes, Saginaw
Andrea Boehm, Bridgeport
Caitlyn Crouse, Freeland
Alycia Dzierwa, Williamsburg
Courney Graves, New Hudson
Leana Hall, Mio
Ashley Hawthorne, Caseville

. Emily Hotchkiss, Birch Run

. Glenda Lambert, Saginaw

. Sadie Milbrath, Walker

. Bilye Morrow, Midland

. Kelsey Nelson, Munger

. Megan Ohmer, Highland

. Kotryna Paalksnyte, Rockford

. Katie Powell, Rosebush

. Lauren Quinnell, Freeland

© ® N ok N
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19. Corby Reif, Saginaw
20. Brittny Schwab, Bay City

21. Maria Shemit, Sterling
22.Karensa Stein, Freeland
23.Kaitlyn Tolonen, Highland
24.Rachel Webb, Holly

25. Mckenzie Wilkinson, Bay City
26.Kersten Wood, Brown City

Brenna Spencer-Castanon, of Grayling,
is earning a post-graduate certificate.

Saginaw Valley State University’s fam-
ily nurse practitioner program was de-
veloped by Sachiko Claus, who taught at
SVSU for 29 years. Claus served as the lead
faculty for the FNP program between 1995
and 2009. She passed away in August of
this year.

SVSU has long been respected for its
Bachelor of Science in Nursing program,
and the university brings the same caliber
of instruction to its graduate programs.
SVSU’s Master of Science in Nursing pro-
gram is the most affordable master’s pro-
gram in Michigan and is also the state’s
only family nurse practitioner program
with a rural health focus. In addition to
the MSN and certificate programs, SVSU
offers a Doctor of Nursing Practice degree,
designed for nurses who work full-time,
which can be completed in as little as three
years.
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+ Free Breakfast & Lunch items Needed For Enroliment 1

+ 16 Students Per Classroom . - *» Chilcs Birth Certificate
' -+ Up-to-Date Shot Record

+ State Certified Staff . it o i
> Field Trips "+ Health Insurance Card

> High Scope Curriculum > :n::; :m_»;n:

2 Child Must Be 4 By December 1 = LIy RoSNeRcy

200 mm -amms
TODAY 0 smf THe

JANDLEY ELEMENTARY

Relocating August 2024

to the sively Renovated
Arthur Hill HS
Creating a Gifted & Talented

Relocated to a New
Building September 5, 2023

« Expanded Programming:

IS
; : Campus

Foreign Language, Music, Dance, .
2D & 3D Art, Coding, Robotics Exp ANDING! ,E\I"é’:;,r}ffm mﬂ,’}‘c'é’g
&t Much More! '
e SPOTS ARE LIMITED. Mool Labs, Pool, &

PASSOLT ST. CALL TODAY TO 1903 N. NIAGARA ST.
SAGINAW, MI 48602 n - SAGINAW, MI 48602
989.399.4250 SCHEDULE TESTING 989.399.5500
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Chronic Absenteeism
from School

By CRAIG DOUGLAS
RETIRED EDUCATOR

For today’s segment I would like to
highlight Psychologist Lisa Damourand her
work surrounding Chronic Absenteeism
from school. This came to me on WNEM
TV 5 during a segment which aired on CBS
news on September 20th.

It is an excellent time to look at this
emerging national crisis. As Dr. Damour
explains, students who are chronically
absent are twice the number that existed
just three years ago, before the pandemic.

I repeat: This is a national
phenomenon. Just what is the definition
of Chronic Absences and what causes them
to happen?

A student is deemed to be chronically
absent if they miss 10% (or more) days of
school in a school year for any reason. In
most Michigan schools, that is 18 or 19
absences in a school year. By the month,
this would be 2 absences each month, or
roughly one day every couple of weeks.

Looking at this from a “real world”
view, that is a lot of time being away from
school.

What causes Chronic Absences to pile
up?

According to Damour, anxiety is a
leading cause. Students are anxious about
school and want to stay away as a result.
This is a slippery slope, as she explains.
When students stay home, it makes going
back to school that much harder. The
student gets behind in school work, feel
lost (more anxiety!), and grades suffer.

What can be done to combat Chronic
Absences?

I will offer three suggestions from my
own experiences.

1st, parents and teachers need to roll up
their sleeves and find out what is going on.

Find out what may be causing the anxiety
and address it together.

2nd, create a plan together to work
things out. Communicate with each other
on a regular basis to monitor what may be
working or not working. Form a united
team that is determined to support the
student.

Finally, consider getting some outside
help from a guidance counselor, coach, or
mentor. The voice of a third person who
can support the teacher and parent may be
the key to convince the student that being
away from school is not a solution; instead,
being away from school compounds the
challenges and makes things worse.

I applaud CBS for highlighting this
national problem, amplified by fallout
from the pandemic. I firmly believe that
together, parents and schools can address
this on a case-by-case basis.

Resource: https://www.cbsnews.com/video/
psychologist-lisa-damour-breaks-down-rise-of-
student-absenteeism-at-schools-across-us/
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Despite staffing challenges, Saginaw Intermediate
School District’s Early Childhood Department
continues to provide students and families across the
Great Lakes Bay Region with a variety of resources!

Despite staffing challenges, Sagi-
naw Intermediate School District’s Ear-
ly Childhood Department continues to
provide students and families across the
Great Lakes Bay Region with a variety of
resources!

The Saginaw ISD Early Childhood
Services Department provides an array
of resources for children and families
throughout Saginaw County including
home visits, preschool programming,
and community support. Programs are
designed to strengthen families by pro-
viding high-quality learning environ-

ments and support for their children
while sharing access to essential family
resources. Our programs include the fol-
lowing:

« Birth-5

« Early On

« Great Start Collaborative

+ Great Start Readiness Program

+ Great Start to Quality Eastern
Resource Center

« Healthy Families America

« Head Start/Early Head Start

» Michigan Adolescent Pregnancy
and Parenting Program (MI-
APPP)

« Michigan Tri Share Child Care
Program

Our largest programs encompass our
preschool programming. The Early Head
Start (EHS) program serves 156 students

CONTINUES ON PG 39,
SISD
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in 6 classrooms and several homes while
our Head Start (HS) program serves 859
students in 51 classrooms and 17 sites.
Our Great Start to Readiness Program
(GSRP) serves over 1,100 students across
Saginaw county in local school districts,
community based organizations and
charter schools. These programs are es-
sential to providing our youngest, most
vulnerable learners the experiences they
need to build a firm foundation for fu-
ture academic success. It’s impossible to
do this alone and we value our partners
at the local, state and federal level help-
ing us in our pursuit for funding, support
and legislative advocacy for high quality
services.

Despite staffing challenges, SISD
continues to keep the provision of these
services at the forefront of what we do.
These challenges are not prevalent just
in our county, but across the state of
Michigan. Research shows that the early
foundational years of a child’s life are of
the greatest importance due to (but not
limited to) the following:

o There are 700 to 1,000 new
neural connections forming every
second in a child’s brain,

« Genetics in addition to life
experiences help shape the
developing brain,

» The foundation is key for future
cognitive abilities, and

« Vocabulary at age 3 can predict
3rd grade reading achievement.

Implementation of high quality pro-
grams depends on a quality workforce.
Providers locally and across the state
know all too well the challenges we have
and continue to experience being able to
recruit and retain highly qualified staff.
We are in need of individuals with a pas-
sion to provide much needed services to
our students and families across Sagi-
naw County. We encourage you to re-
view the Saginaw ISD current preschool
openings at www.sisd.cc and select “Join
Our Team!” at the top right corner of the

page to see all of our openings for the fol-
lowing positions:

« Head Start Lead Teacher

« Head Start Associate Teacher

« Program Service Aide

« Home Visitor

« Early Head Start Lead Teacher
« Family Service Advocate

e Program Support Secretary

The credentials required for these po-
sitions range from a high school diploma
to advanced degrees and certifications.
Below you will find a list of our sites as
well as our partner sites providing EHS,
HS and GSRP services. If you have any
further questions, please feel free to con-
tact Dr. Ericka Taylor at (989) 399-7423
or by email at etaylor@sisd.cc. Please,
join our team in providing much need-
ed services to the children and families
within Saginaw County!

Early Head Start/Head Start Loca-
tions

« Adams Avenue

« Arrowwood Elementary

« Birch Run (North Elementary)
« Birch Run Annex

« Brucker

« Brunkow

 Building Blocks Child Care &
Preschool Center

+ Chesaning

« Claytor

« Hemmeter

« Jerome

« Kinder Kare Center

« Merrill

e  Murphy Farm

« Saginaw Career Complex
+ St. Peter & Paul

« Valley

+ EDUCATION

Great Start to Readiness Program Lo-
cations

« Birch Run Area Preschool
« Bridgeport-Spaulding Preschool

+ Building Blocks Childcare &
Preschool Center

« Carrollton Early Childhood
Center

+ Chesaning Union Schools
Latchkey and Preschool

« EduPlay Discovery Center

o Francis Reh Public School
Academy

« Hemlock Child Development
Programs

« Merrill Community Child
Development Center

« Michigan Child Care Centers, Inc.
» Roaring Lions Learning Center
» Saginaw Preparatory Academy
« Saginaw Public Schools
« Arthur Eddy Academy

« Henry Doerr Early
Childhood

» Herig PreK & B/ATB

« Kempton PreK & B/ATB

+ Jessie Loomis Preschool

« Merrill Park PreK

* Rouse PreK

+ Stone Preschool

» Zilwaukee Prek & B/ATB
« St Charles Children's Center

e  Wee Care Christian Children's
Center

'Head Start Program Information report (2019-2020);
Kids Count Data Book (Michigan, 2021); U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics
(2020); Great Start Readiness Program State Evaluation
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SAGINAW PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BONDZO0Z20 UPDATE

(©

2023 5( :II*’)[ ARSE IIHT,‘:

ARTHLIA HILL HIGH SCHODL Srareaed
SAGRAW AFTS 8 SOEMNCES ACADERTY e la e alaalal

BAGIMAW HIGH BC-O0L B==OERR

H.u nd |ey E |Ementu ry schnol TOTAL FOA ALL THREE HIGH SCHOOLS b St Pk e

Program for the Creative & Academically Talented (PCAT)
1300 Passolt St., Saginaw 48602

Located at the Current Arthur Hill Campus 2023 GRADUATION RATE

SRAADLATION
ﬂ-ﬂ
BRoE ouT
<
N

*Mational Graduation Rate is B0% while the National Drop Qut Rate is 7.65%

SECONDARY ACFIEVENMIENTS
Saginaw United High School e e
1903 N. Niagara St., Saginaw 48601
Located at the Current SASA Campus

STUDENTS EARNING INOUSTRY
CERTIFICATION

Saginaw Middle School

STUDENTS THAT ARE IM
3100 Webber St., Saginaw 48601 INTERNSHIPS
Located at the Current Saginaw High School

STUDEMNTS INDUAL ENMROLLMEMNT
Saginaw Arts & Sciences Academy
- - STUDENTS THAT HAWVE

3115 Mackinaw., Saginaw 48602 COMPLETED CAREER
Located at the Current Arthur Hill Campus e ———
Creating a Gifted/Talented Campus

NOW ENRKROLLING EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS
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SAGINAW

@WISD

SERVE * INNOVATE » EMPOWER

| '*"7’""' f!

Saginaw Intermediate School District (ISD) is an
educational service agency that provides effective and
innovative leadership, services, resources, and programs

throughout Saginaw County school districts since 1962. ey
Saginaw ISD's Early Childhood Services department e
offers an array of support for children and families,

including home visitation, preschool programs, and

community resources.

Scan the QR code to learn more about

Saginaw ISD's Early Childhood programs

and family services. You may also contact

Executive Director Dr. Ericka Taylor at etaylor@sisd.cc.

SAGINAW INTERMEDIATE
SCHOOL DISTRICT

3933 Barnard Road, Saginaw, Ml 48603 Q ﬁ m

(989) 399-7473 | www.sisd.cc @SaginawlISD

DB 301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201., SAGINAW MI 48607 | 989-992-2600 | MICHIGANBANNER.ORG


http://michiganbanner.org

MICHIGAN BANNER
First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper

OCTOBER 1, 2023 PAGE 43

PPORTUNITY

TART | 19052013

HE
-

Sabrina Beeman-Jackson

Saginaw ISD Head Start/Early Head Start

About Saginaw ISD pregnant women and Program Director
HE/EHS their families.
.EHS F?rog rams enhapce Saginaw ISD Head Start

Established in 1965, children’s physical, social, Claytor Administrative “"Head Start
Head Start promotes emotional, and . Building
school readiness for intellectual development; 3200 Perkins Street graduates are more
children, ages three to assist pregnant women to : likel d
five, in low-income access Comprehens“/e Saglnaw, MI 48601 | e y tO gra uate
families by offering prenatal and postpartum B SEL 12108 from hlgh school

care; support parents’ Fax 989.921.7146
efforts to fulfill their
parental roles; and help

educational, nutritional,
health, social and other
services.

and less likely to
need special

Head Start programs parents move toward Office Hours
promote school readiness self-sufficiency. Monday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM education, repeat a
by enhancing the social and Together Head Start Esas B Akl 24520 1Y, .
.o and Earlv Head Start have Wednesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM grade, or COmmIt
cognitive development of y <
children through the served tens of millions of Thursday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM crimesin
provision of educational, children and their Friday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM ”
health, nutritional, social families. SEImR O/ hila SiDIsh! adolescence.
and other services to At Saginaw ISD Head Sunday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
enrolled children and Start our attentive staff is
families. |a:\|'/iadllaaybt!.(e) gdnosr\:j:ryaﬁr;zl:?h For additional information concerning J oe B acal f ormer
Early Head Start, Saginaw ISD Head Start visit: o o
Iaunch)éd in 1995, provides questions and make every www.saginawheadstart.org Dem. CaI’forn’a

support to low-income effort to ensure you are

infants, toddlers, 100 percent satisfied. Congressman

Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

E SAGINAW ISD

W R A D 2 T AR TY

“Our mission is to provide high TN Y MM Y YS EE LY R
quality services, developing HEAD START & FARLY HEAD START
school readiness and family — R _
% - FREE PRE-SCHOOL
empowerment for prenatal to 3 B Enroltments for0 10 5 year okds

age five children and families by 7 o ﬁ:rﬁ-zlr:”ﬂm
ytor Head *

working in partnership with Buding s

parents and the community.” _ Saginaw, M1 43601
-Saginaw ISD HE/EHS REGISTER NOW!

Saginsw Comty Free Ire Whoal Partmendip
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MI Tri-Share

CHILD CARE

e

The MI Tri-Share Child Care
Program (Tri-Share) is an
innovative approach to
increasing access to high-
quality, affordable child care
for working families, with
the cost of child care shared
by an employer, the
employee, and the State of
Michigan.

SIGNING UP AS
AN EMPLOYER:

Nsp 'I.

SAGINAW'L /

M]CH[GANI F{?MEN'S
[ M MMILS S )M

r,

Current Partners

Au Gres-Sims Schools
Bay Arenac ISD
Children’s Discovery Academy
Cratiot Isabella RESD
Hemlock SemiConductor
Ready, Set, Grow
Saginaw ISD Head Start
Vantage Plastics

Current Childcare Providers

ABC Day Care

Best Friend Preschool, LLC

Bright Beginnings

Children’s Discovery Academy at Carrie Knause
Christ the King - Little Knights Preschool

Grace Christian School

Janas Full House
Little Explorers Learning Center

Little Saints
Play, Learn, Grow (Lil’ Sprouts)
Ready Set Grow

Jolene Adams
Kinder Kare
Lil’ Sprouts

Swan Valley Learning Center
The Little Red Wagon Daycare, LLC
Trinity Lutheran Church/School
W.R. Bush Day Care

Saginaw ISD is one of several
hubs. If you are interested in
signing up as an employer,
please contact Dr. Ericka Taylor
at etaylor@sisd.cc.
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DOW WAS ANNOUNCED AS PRESENTING SPONSOR OF THE 2024 MEMORIAL CUP AT A SEPTEMBER 28 PRESS CONFERENCE

Dow announced as the 2024
Memorial Cup presenting sponsor

The Canadian Hockey League (CHL),
in collaboration with the Western Hockey
League (WHL), Ontario Hockey League
(OHL), and Quebec Major Junior Hockey
League (QMJHL), is thrilled to announce
that Dow will serve as the presenting
sponsor of the 104th Memorial Cup, which
will take place next spring in Saginaw,
Michigan, from May 23 to June 2, 2024.
The new partnership was officially
launched today at the Dow Event Center,
the home of the OHL’s Saginaw Spirit,
where the logo for the 2024 Memorial Cup
presented by Dow was also unveiled.

As along-time partner of the Spirit and
with strong ties to Michigan’s Great Lakes
Bay Region, Dow will help usher in some
CHL history by serving as the presenting
sponsor for the first Memorial Cup ever
held in the State of Michigan. Moreover,
the 2024 Memorial Cup presented by Dow
will mark the first time that the CHL’s
championship event has been held in the
United States in 26 years, and the very first
time that it will take place in an American
OHL city.

“On behalf of the Canadian Hockey
League and our member leagues, it is my
pleasure to welcome Dow as the presenting
sponsor of the 2024 Memorial Cup,” said

Dan Mackenzie, President of the CHL.
“We are elated to have the support of Dow
in bringing to life this historic Memorial
Cup in the State of Michigan. There’s no
doubt that their partnership with our
championship event will help us elevate
the experience that our fans will get to
enjoy in Saginaw next spring.”

“Dow has proudly called the Great
Lakes Bay Region home for over 125
years,” added Heather Gallegos, Director
of Community Relations at Dow. “As a
longstanding member of this community,
we are committed to supporting events
like the Memorial Cup that foster a
sense of togetherness and promote
healthy competition. We understand the
importance of community and the value
of nurturing relationships. We are excited
to join hands with the CHL, Saginaw
Spirit, athletes, and fans alike to create an
unforgettable experience for all.”

“The opportunity for Dow to be
affiliated with such a historic and
important hockey event like the Memorial
Cup is an honor,” stated Carlos Padilla II,
Dow Head of Global Sports Partnerships.
“We are so proud to align ourselves with
both the Saginaw Spirit and the CHL to
deliver this historic Memorial Cup in
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Michigan’s Great Lakes Bay Region, which
will welcome thousands of fans to the Dow
Event Center and see millions of viewers
tune in to watch the tournament over the
course of its two-week run.”

“As the host of a major international
event in the 2024 Memorial Cup presented
by Dow, the Saginaw Spirit are grateful for
Dow’s support as the presenting sponsor.
Their leadership consistently proves
their commitment to making the entire
Great Lakes Bay Region a better place for
residents and visitors alike,” said Craig
Goslin, President and Managing Partner
of the Saginaw Spirit. “The 2024 Memorial
Cup presented by Dow will bring visitors
from all parts of Canada, the USA, and
other countries to honor the soldiers who
have made the ultimate sacrifice and to
celebrate the elite talent of the CHL’s
student-athletes. This event will be epic,
and to have Dow as its presenting sponsor
brings us the ability to make it world-
class.”

Awarded to the best team in junior
hockey, the Memorial Cup is one of the
most coveted trophies in the sport and it
has shaped the way junior hockey is played
in North America. First awarded in 1919,
in remembrance of the many soldiers who
paid the supreme sacrifice for Canada in
the First World War, the Memorial Cup
was rededicated to the memory of all fallen
Canadian Military Personnel in 2010.

As hosts, the Saginaw Spirit will be
one of four teams to participate in the
2024 Memorial Cup presented by Dow
alongside the playoff champion from each
of the OHL, QMJHL, and WHL. All games
will be played at the Dow Event Center
and ticket sales for the 2024 Memorial
Cup presented by Dow will be available
for purchase to the public starting on
Wednesday, October 11.

The most recent Memorial Cup took
place in Kamloops and saw the Québec
Remparts defeat the Seattle Thunderbirds
5-0 in the final to win the CHL’s top prize
last June. With their victory, the QMJHL
has now won four straight Memorial Cup
titles, the most of any league in the CHL
since the tournament switched over to a
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FRANK ZOMBO

Stevenson Standout inducted to
CMU Hall of Fame

By HASANI ALI

A former Stevenson High School foot-
ball standout is being inducted this year
into the Central Michigan University Ath-
letics Hall of Fame.

Frank Zombo, who graduated from
Stevenson High School in 2005, played for
the Chippewas from 2006-2009.

He later played professional football
as a linebacker for the Green Bay Packers
and the Kansas City Chiefs. He was part of
the Packers team that won the Super Bowl
XLV in 2011.

“Zombo was a freak of an athlete,” said
former defensive teammate Daniel Jack-
son. “He was an absolute monster and he

would find a way to get to the ball every
time.”

Jackson remembered Zombo’s epic
game against Northern Illinois University
where he recorded his first pick-six as a se-
nior.

“When I saw that ball go into Zombo’s
hands, I knew he was headed for the end-
zone,” said Jackson. “That man was run-
ning like a freight train and the crowd
went bonkers.”

He earned First Team All-MAC honors
in 2008 and 2009 while helping CMU win
three MAC Championships, a pair of bowl
victories and four bowl game appearances.

Zombo was also 4-0 against Western
Michigan.

He played nine seasons in the Nation-
al Football League, three with the Green
Bay Packers and six with the Kansas City
Chiefs.

Also won a Super Bowl in 2011 with the
Green Bay Packers, while recording a sack
and five tackles in the game.

Three more Chippewas appeared in
that game, including teammate Josh
Gordy and Cullen Jenkins for the Pack-
ers while standout wide receiver Antonio
Brown was the opposing foe with the Pitts-
burgh Steelers.

“It was a wild experience,” said former
defensive back Josh Gordy. “Imagine that
you were playing with these guys in college
a couple years ago and now we’re seeing
them in different uniforms and on a bigger
stage. It was something I've never experi-
enced before.”

Zombo finished his NFL career with
196 tackles, 12.5 sacks and 15.0 tackles-for-
loss. He posted nine sacks in 2008, which
ranks fifth in CMU single-season history
and ranks third all-time in CMU history in
sacks (25.5) and sixth all-time in tackles-
for-loss (39).

In his four-year, 55-game career, he
totaled 181 tackles (79 solo), 39.0 tackles
for loss for 193 yards, 25.5 sacks for 165
yards, forced two fumbles and recovered
four fumbles.

He finished with season-bests of 9.0
sacks and 10.0 tackles for loss as a junior
in 2008—totaled a single-season best 62
tackles, 7.5 sacks and 10.5 tackles for loss
as a sophomore in 2007.

Zombo was named a CoSIDA Academ-
ic All-District IV second team honoree in
2007, 2008 and 2009.

“I hated lining up against Zombo,” said
former teammate David Blackburn joking-
ly, who played tight end for the university.
“Every time they called a play, I was hop-
ing to get out on a route so I wouldn’t have
to worry about hitting Zombo. I could just
go about and be on my way.”

The 2023 class will be inducted into
the hall of fame on Friday and honored
at CMU's football game the following day
against Eastern Michigan on Saturday.

M
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Tullis enjoying role as Detroit Cody’s first female
JV head coach, Varsity staff

By HASANI ALI

Head coach of the Detroit Venom
women’s football team Darnell Bryce has
worked with many talented football play-
ers over the years at Detroit Cody High
School.

Yet, he’s never come across such an
athlete as Women’s Football Alliance’s
two-time offensive MVP Clarissa Tullis.

“I've worked with ‘Riss’ defensively
over the past five years and nobody, male
or female, has the work ethic like she has,”
he said. “I've watched her get bigger and
stronger throughout the years and became
a leader right in front of my eyes. She went
from dominating on defense to doing the
same thing on offense.”

Her former head coach noted how spe-
cial Tullis was when it came to having her
on his team.

“You can’t teach heart,” said Keith
Thomas, former head coach of the Detroit
Dark Angels (prior to team changing name
to Venom). “She’s easily the heart of the
team. Riss gives her heart to the game of
football. That’s why she has earned all the
accolades that she has. Every team wants
her on their roster and I don’t blame them.”

It only made sense for Bryce to hire
Tullis as the head JV football coach once
he earned the varsity head coach position
at Detroit Cody High School.

Tullis, who'’s taking a year hiatus from
football to recover from injuries, still need-
ed to surround herself with the sport. Com-
ing off of a rough 1-5 season in Detroit’s
debut in Div. I and representing Team
USA in the women’s football international
games, Tullis wasted no time finding a way
to put her football knowledge to good use.

She finished the 2023 season as the
third-leading rusher in the WFA with 81
carries for 466 yards and one touchdown.
Injuries took a toll on her performance as
she usually averages over 1,500 rushing
yards a season.

Tullis began volunteering with off-sea-
son workouts at the high school with the
running backs.

ETROITZNDY
e

i
| -
i

Players were slow to warm up to Tul-
lis, but that quickly turned around as they
realized that she is well seasoned in the
game.

“It took them a minute to buy in,” she
said. “They didn’t believe that I knew foot-
ball because I was a female. I showed them
my highlight reel. I showed them that I
was a player in pads just like them. Once
they saw that I had true experience on the
gridiron, it was a matter of time for them
to buy into the game plan.”

Tullis is currently sitting at 1-1 as the
JV coach. The team recently lost in a 16-14
nail-biter to Detroit Denby.

She didn’t think that she was ready for
the responsibility, but Bryce instilled con-
fidence in her as she was perfect for the
job.

“I honestly just wanted to be a posi-
tion’s coach,” she said. “I didn’t think that

|'.
CLARISSA TULLIS (MIDDLE)

I was ready to do all the planning for the
offense and defense. Though I have a coor-
dinator on both sides, I still have the final
decision on everything and it’s a lot. I'm
new to this, but I am up for the challenge
and it will keep me excited about the game
as I'm healing from my injuries.”

Bryce has even asked Tullis to join the
varsity staff this season to coach defensive
backs and running backs.

“I understand what my coaches go
through now,” she said. “From evaluating
talent to placement on the field, it’s amaz-
ing how so much preparation goes into the
game from the coach’s perspective com-
pared to executing as a player.”

Tullis is uncertain about her next ca-
reer move once she’s been cleared to play,
but she does plan to start training to pre-
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PONTIAC PHARAOHS

Basketball tryouts for Pontiac Pharaohs begin Oct. 21

By HASANI ALI

Teams from The Basketball League are
hosting tryouts all over the country and
now it’s Michigan’s turn to find the best
hoop talent for their professional league.

The first round of tryouts begin Oct. 21,
followed by another session on Nov. 11 and
a final one on Jan. 20, 2024.

Registration begins at $100 for one
tryout, $180 for two tryouts and $250 for
three tryouts. Cost is $120 if a player is
paying at the door for each.

The team moved from Lansing last year
after sitting out the 2023 season. It will
be the TBL’s 50th team to join the league
along with the Jacksonville 95ers.

“We are thrilled to have the Pharaohs
back next season”, Magley told TBL News’
Brad Smith. “They were very competitive
in their first season and I have no doubt
that the city of Pontiac will love what they
bring to the community off the court.”

TBL CEO and owner Evelyn Magley
was not available for comment. She was
named Hope Magazine’s Top 25 as she is
the only female owner of a men’s basket-

ball league.

Pontiac will be able to participate in
TBL’s upcoming 2023 free agency period
and the 2023 draft, allowing the Pharaohs
to add talent ahead of the 2024 season.

So far, Pontiac has already named Scott
Newman as head coach and vice president
of basketball operations, while partnering
with the Pontiac school district to play all
home games in Pontiac High School Gym-
nasium.

This partnership will allow Pontiac’s
youth to interact with the Pharaohs’ pro
players on a regular basis, providing ac-
cess to internship opportunities through-
out the season, and creating a fun, afford-
able experience that everyone can be a part
of and enjoy.

Pontiac will begin their second season
in the TBL after debuting in the 2022 sea-
son. For reference, the Pharaohs finished
with a 15-9 regular-season record, +139
point differential, and third in the Upper
Midwest division, but were swept by Glass
City in the first round of the playoffs.

With a season-average of 113.2 PPG
(9th in TBL) on 46.5% shooting from the

field (24th in TBL), 34.3% from three-
point range (20th in TBL), and nine dif-
ferent Pharaohs averaging 10.0+ PPG,
Lansing’s success was largely attributed to
their stout offense.

The team is owned by entrepreneur
Chris Jackson. Scott Newman was an-
nounced as the team's head coach. Previ-
ously he served as the assistant coach of
Windsor Express.

Due to the aforementioned absence
from the TBL for the 2023 season, Pon-
tiac’s roster will be much different than
their roster in 2022.

According to TBL News, Jackson and
Davis both signed with the Windsor Ex-
press of the National Basketball League
of Canada (NBLC), with Jackson winning
the NBLC’s Sixth Man Award and being
named to All-NBLC First Team, while Da-
vis made the All-NBLC second team. In
addition, Muldrow, Jones, and Brundidge
all didn’t play in the TBL this past season,
meaning Pontiac may begin the 2024 TBL
season without their five leading scorers
from the 2022 season.
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+ SPORTS

Belleville’s Underwood visits Coach Prime,
University of Colorado

By HASANI ALI

With rumors of Colorado’s starting
quarterback Shedeur Sanders entering the
NFL draft after this season, head coach
Deion Sanders may have his replacement
coming in hot.

The No. 1 2025 quarterback recruit in
the country visited the University of Colo-
rado two weeks ago to watch the Buffaloes
take on their in-state rivals at Colorado
State.

Five-star junior Bryce Underwood was
originally planning to visit USC at the end
of the month, but decided to take a trip to
Boulder instead.

“It was a last-minute decision,” Under-
wood’s father Jaquan confirmed regarding
the change in plans.

Ironically, the no. 5 Trojans will be in
town to face the Buffaloes next week, but
Underwood and the Tigers will be enjoying
their homecoming game that same week.

Underwood recalled it as quite the ex-
perience getting to watch Coach Prime and
his staff operate on game day and soak in
the environment at Folsom Field. His fam-
ily also said that the trip was worth it.

“It was very exciting to have my first
conversation with him (Coach Prime),”
Underwood told 247Sports. “It was good
to have my first conversation with him and
it went well. Just him letting me know he
wanted me there and to lead them to a Na-
tional Championship was exciting to hear.”

Colorado was able to squeak past Col-
orado State, 43-35 in double overtime.
Though it was a thrilling game to watch
and silencing head coach Jay Norvell’s
pre-game trash talk was probably satisfy-
ing to Coach Prime, the Buffaloes dropped
down a spot to no. 19 in the AP rankings.

Standout two-way athlete Travis Hunt-
er went down in the first half and later left
the game with a lacerated liver.

He’s expected to be missing out of ac-
tion for three weeks.

Mr. Underwood made pleasant com-

ments about how he likes the offense and
how Shedeur spreads the ball around.

“They’re definitely in the picture which
is a great thing,” Jaquan said.

“We were able to talk to (Coach) Prime.
Everybody pitches they want Bryce to take
the keys to their offense. They think he’s a
guy to back up or be mentored by Shedeur.
Just having that opportunity and Prime is
a legend. When I was a kid, I wanted to be
like Prime. I played corner. Having that
guy on the other end talking to my son, it
was surreal. We really like Colorado.”

Underwood also really likes schools
like Alabama, LSU, Michigan and Oregon
with dozens of offers from several Div. I
schools. He'll be returning to Baton Rouge,
La., when LSU hosts Auburn.

The two-time state champion finished
his sophomore campaign completing 65%
of his passes for 2,751 yards and 37 touch-

BRYCE UNDERWOOD PICTURED WITH DEION SANDERS

downs with another 642 yards rushing and
eight touchdowns. The march to another
ring included playoff victories over Saline,
Catholic Central, Cass Tech and Caledonia
in the finale, all prominent programs. In
Underwood’s ninth-grade campaign he
threw for nearly 3,000 yards and 39 touch-
downs to just four interceptions.

The 6-foot-2, 185-pound junior may
be the perfect fit for the Colorado offense
in case Shedeur decides to declare for the
2024 NFL draft. If he does decide to stay,
it would be a perfect mentorship for him as
he would get acclimated to Big 12 play and
build Colorado to a national championship
contender.

The Buffaloes are in their final season
in the Pac-12 and will be an official Big 12
member starting next season.

Colorado just suffered its first loss of
the season at the hands of Oregon, 42-6.
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PICS OF THE WEEK

Saginaw NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet held on Sunday,
September 24, 2023 at Horizons Conference Center
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The Great Lakes Bay Region Does Better With

“When you want a

great car or truck
come see
The Wright Guy
for the job!”

John Wright

jwright@garberbuick.com
989-497-4444, ext. 1615
GarberBuick.com

301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201., SAGINAW MI 48607 989-992-2600 MICHIGANBANNER.ORG



http://michiganbanner.org

MICHIGAN BANNER
PAGE 52 First Great Lakes Bay Regional Newspaper

Brittany Saunders is ready to pay it forward. The Chicago native enrolled at
SVSU with ambitions to pursue a teaching career. Brittany was encouraged
and invigorated by other passionate educators who worked closely with her to
ensure she would accomplish her goals. And she is. Even before she was set
to graduate, Brittany could boast a résumé with a paid internship in a school
district along with K-12 classroom experience. Now she can’t wait to begin
a professional career, inspiring students with the same kind of one-on-
one attention she received from her professors at SVSU.
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SV
SU

SAGINAW VALLEY

STATE UNIVERSITY.
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svsu.edu/ opportunity 0 Q @ 7400 Bay Road - University Center, Ml 48710 - (800) 968-9500 - admissions@svsu.edu
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