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BY MB STAFF

Jimmy Carter, the 
39th President of the 
United States, passed 
away on December 29, 
2024, at his home in 
Plains, Georgia. A Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate and 
humanitarian, Carter's 
century-long life was 
marked by his dedication 
to human rights and pub-
lic service, leaving a com-
plex legacy on race and 
equality in America.

Born in 1924 in the 
segregated South, Carter 
grew up in a society deeply 
divided by race. His upbring-
ing in Plains, Georgia, ex-
posed him to both the harsh 
realities of systemic racism 
and the shared humanity of 
the Black families he lived 
among. This dual perspective 
shaped his approach to race 
relations as a political leader.

During his presidency 
from 1977 to 1981, Carter ap-
pointed an unprecedented 
number of Black Americans 
to federal positions, includ-
ing Andrew Young as the first 
Black U.S. ambassador to the 

United Nations. He advo-
cated for civil rights and de-
segregation, often citing his 
faith as a guiding principle 
for equality. His administra-
tion also funded historically 
Black colleges and champi-
oned voting rights, laying 
the groundwork for future 
progress.

However, Carter's record 
on race was not without con-
troversy. Critics pointed to 
his initial opposition to fed-
erally mandated school bus-
ing, a policy aimed at de-
segregating schools. While 

he later moderated his 
stance, some viewed his 
reluctance as a reflection 
of political pragmatism 
over principle.

After leaving office, 
Carter's commitment to 
racial justice deepened. 
Through The Carter Cen-
ter, he worked tirelessly 
to combat global inequi-
ties and promoted poli-
cies to dismantle systemic 
racism. In his later years, 
he spoke candidly about 
America's ongoing strug-
gle with racial injustice, 
urging reconciliation and 

equity.
President Joe Biden 

hailed Carter as "a man of 
principle who sought to 
heal America's divisions," 
while civil rights leader Rev. 
Jesse Jackson praised him 
as "a Southerner who stood 
against the tides of racial 
oppression."

Jimmy Carter's life, 
marked by both progress 
and imperfection, serves as 
a testament to the enduring 
struggle for racial equality 
and the power of individual 
conviction to foster change.

Jimmy Carter, former president and 
humanitarian, passes away at 100

FORMER PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER

46th annual citywide 
tribute honors Dr. 

Martin Luther King 
Jr. with keynote by Dr. 

Clarence Nixon

COMMUNITY, PG 14

Happy
       NewYear

local

"Heaven has another 
angel.  Jimmy Carter 
was an honorable and 
humble man.  He did 
more with his post-

presidential life than many do with 
their entire lives.  He and Roslynn are 
together again and I'm comforted by 
that thought."

- Ruth Ann Knapp, retired Saginaw 
teacher and current school board member for 
both the city and the SISD

"Jimmy Carter brought 
a sense of honor to the 
office, and it is fitting 
that he has passed 
away under this cur-

rent president, not the person who is 
incoming. He was a good man who 
did much for the cause of equal rights 
among all people."

- Ralph Martin, former city and now 
state fire marshal, also Saginaw Library 
Commission chairman
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CHARTING NEW HORIZONS
Our vision for 2025

Dear Readers, Supporters, and Community Partners,

As we usher in 2025, we are filled with immense 
gratitude for your unwavering support over the past 
year. Your belief in The Michigan Banner and its mis-
sion has been the cornerstone of our growth and suc-
cess. Together, we’ve continued to champion equity, 
amplify underrepresented voices, and deliver impact-
ful stories that matter to our community.

Looking ahead, 2025 promises to be an exciting 
year of growth and innovation for The Michigan Ban-
ner. We are thrilled to share some of our plans for the 
future:

Curated events to inspire connection
This year, we’re planning more engaging, curated 
events to bring our community together. These gath-
erings will celebrate our shared culture, and foster 
meaningful conversations.

Reactivating our non-profit for literacy 
and civic engagement
One of our most meaningful initiatives in 2025 will 
be the revival of our non-profit organization. We are 
committed to teaching literacy and promoting civic 
engagement, empowering individuals with the tools 
they need to actively shape their futures and strength-
en our communities.

Introducing new special publications
To further our mission of inclusive storytelling, we 
are excited to launch new sister publications that will 
serve additional audiences. These new platforms will 
allow us to expand our reach and better represent the 
diversity and richness of our region.

Expanding our reach
Our goal for 2025 is to connect with more readers and 
partners than ever before. Through strategic collabora-
tions, enhanced digital offerings, and innovative mar-
keting strategies, we aim to make The Michigan Ban-
ner an even more vital resource for our community.

As we embark on this journey, we remain stead-
fast in our commitment to excellence, integrity, and 
the values that have guided us since the beginning. We 
are proud to stand alongside you, our readers and sup-
porters, as we work to build a brighter and more inclu-
sive future for all.

Here’s to 2025—a year of growth, collaboration, and 
impact. Together, we will continue to make history.

With gratitude and hope,
The Michigan Banner Team

4

4

4

4



MICHIGAN BANNER
Mid-Michigan's Regional NewspaperJANUARY 1 - 15, 2025 PAGE 3

301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201, SAGINAW MI 48607     |      989-249-3818     |      MICHIGANBANNER.ORG

MICHIGAN BANNER
301 E Genesee Ave, Suite 201B

Saginaw, MI 48607
989.992.2600

publisher022@gmail.com

PUBLISHER
Michelle McCoy

VP SALES & MARKETING
Jerome Buckley

EDITOR EMERITUS
Rae Lynn Buckley

MISSION
The Michigan Banner, Latino Banner and 

Youth Banner operates and serves as a 
print and online media venue committed to 
educating, informing and enlightening our 
readership regarding events and news that 

directly and indirectly affect the communities 
regionally and globally. Furthermore, to serve 

as a catalyst and a link for cultivating young 
adults as entrepreneurial and business leaders 

for the future.

DISCLAIMER
The Michigan Banner and its staff are not 
responsible and will not be held liable for 

any mistakes, error, misspellings and false 
advertisements in part or whole that may 

be placed within its publication. Articles, 
information or comments printed in the 

newspaper are not necessarily the views or 
beliefs of The Michigan Banner newspaper. 

The Michigan Banner reserves the right to edit, 
change, or delete any information, or refuse to 
print any information, article or advertisement 

which is believed to be inconsistent with or 
conflicts with the mission of the newspaper.

DEADLINES
1 week before each publication date of the 1st

and 16th of each month

SUBMISSION PROCEDURE
Mailed or e-mailed

Preferred format: Jpeg or PDF

CONNECT WITH THE MICHIGAN 
BANNER ONLINE!

www.michiganbanner.org
Facebook.com/TheNewMichiganBanner

Twitter.com/MichiganBanner

IN THIS ISSUE 4

Youth Banner ...................................................................................................... 4 - 6 

Latino Banner ....................................................................................... LB 1 - LB 6

Community ..................................................................................................................... 13

Health ................................................................................................................................ 24

Politics .............................................................................................................................. 26

Education ....................................................................................................................... 30

Business .......................................................................................................................... 34

Faith .................................................................................................................................... 38

As we welcome 2025, may this year be a 
chapter of growth, resilience, and endless 

possibilities. Embrace the lessons of the past, 
cherish the present, and step boldly into the 

future with hope and determination. 
 

Remember, every sunrise brings a new 
opportunity to dream big and make a 

difference. Let’s make 2025 a year to inspire, 
uplift, and achieve. Happy New Year!
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BY MB STAFF

SAGINAW — The Saginaw 
County Health Department 
(SCHD) is launching the BWell 
Boutique in January 2025, a 
new initiative designed to pro-
vide high school students with 
free formal dresses and accesso-
ries. More than a wardrobe so-
lution, the boutique is a step to-
ward addressing the impact of 
financial hardship on self-confi-
dence, mental health, and social 
participation.

Carissa Hillman, SCHD’s 
Community Resource & Re-
sponse Supervisor and creator 
of the BWell Boutique, explained 
the deeper mission behind the 
effort. “Homecoming and prom 

are defining moments for young 
women, shaping memories that 
last a lifetime,” Hillman said. 
“For those unable to afford for-
mal attire, the impact goes far be-
yond missing the event. It affects 
self-esteem, confidence, and 
mental health, while reinforcing 
economic divides. These young 
women deserve to feel beautiful, 
confident, and supported by their 
community.”

The initiative, supported by 
SCHD health resource advocates 
working in local school districts, 
aims to ensure all young women, 
regardless of financial circum-
stances, can fully participate in 
milestone events like homecom-
ing and prom. Though primar-
ily targeting teens in the City of 
Saginaw, the boutique will be 

open to any student in the county 
who can benefit from its services. 
All items in the boutique will be 
available free of charge.

To prepare for the spring 
prom season, the BWell Boutique 
is actively seeking community 
donations of gently used formal 
dresses, shoes, and accessories. 
Donations can be dropped off 
at Room 509 at SCHD, Monday 
through Thursday from 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Financial contribu-
tions are also welcome to cover 
the cost of dry cleaning donated 
items. Donations can be made 
online at https://form.jotform.
com/232214450131136 by select-
ing “BWell Saginaw” under the 
“Fund” dropdown menu.

The BWell Boutique reflects 
SCHD’s commitment to promot-

ing wellness in all its forms. By 
eliminating financial barriers to 
milestone events, the boutique 
seeks to empower teens, build 
self-esteem, and foster positive 
social experiences. The initiative 
underscores the importance of 
community collaboration in cre-
ating opportunities that extend 
beyond the events themselves, 
offering young women confi-
dence, joy, and lasting memories.

For more information or to 
get involved, contact the Sagi-
naw County Health Department. 
The BWell Boutique represents 
a community effort to ensure 
that every young woman has the 
chance to shine, no matter her 
circumstances.

BWell Boutique will 
empower Saginaw teens 
through confidence and 
connection

Celebrating
7

YEARS
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New Year’s Resolutions you totally won't regret making
BY MB STAFF

Ah, New Year’s resolutions—
the annual tradition of lying to 
yourself about how much better 
you'll be in the next 12 months. 

Kids and teens, it’s time to jump on 
the bandwagon and set some total-
ly achievable goals for 2025! Here 
are some ideas that will definitely 
change your life... or at least give 

your parents a good laugh.

1.	 “I’ll Keep My Room Clean All Year”

Sure, Jan. You’ll start off strong, tossing 
your dirty laundry in the hamper for maybe 
three days. Then, one busy morning, 
your floor will become a sock graveyard 
again, and your chair? Yeah, it’s now your 
unofficial closet. But hey, at least you tried.

2.	 “I’ll Spend Less Time on My 
Phone”

Of course, you will. Right after you finish 
watching that TikTok about 25 ways to 
rearrange your desk and beat that one 
impossible level in your game. Let’s face 
it: your phone isn’t going anywhere, and 
neither are you.

3.	 “I’ll Eat Healthier”

Kale chips and smoothies sound great until 
someone waves a slice of pizza in front of 
your face. But don’t worry—eating a carrot 
once a week totally counts as balance, right?

4.	  “I’ll Stop Procrastinating”

This is the year you stop putting things off. 
Definitely. You’ll do your homework right 
after... scrolling Instagram, watching one 
more episode of your favorite show, and 
reorganizing your closet for no reason.

5.	 “I’ll Be Nicer to My Siblings”

Admit it, they’ve probably already annoyed 
you this year—and it’s only January. While 
you’re totally going to stop stealing their 
stuff and blaming them for everything, old 
habits die hard. Good luck with this one.

6.	 “I’ll Stay on Top of My 
Schoolwork”

You’ve got a planner, new pens, and big 
dreams. But come March, that planner will 
be buried under snack wrappers, and you’ll 
be Googling “How to write an essay in 15 
minutes” at 2 a.m. Classic.

7.	 “I’ll Drink More Water”

Sounds simple, right? Until you realize 
you’ve been living on soda and iced coffee. 
But hey, every sip of water counts, even if 
it’s just to wash down a handful of fries.

8.	 “I’ll Wake Up Earlier”

Yes, because dragging yourself out of bed 
before sunrise sounds so fun. The snooze 
button exists for a reason, and honestly, 10 
more minutes won’t hurt anyone.

9.	  “I’ll Exercise Regularly”

Translation: You’ll do two sit-ups on 
January 2, then call it quits because 
“walking to the fridge counts as cardio.” At 
least your thumbs get a workout from all 
that texting.

10.	“I’ll Save My Allowance”

A great idea—until you see something shiny 
at the mall or your favorite game releases a 
new skin. Goodbye savings, hello impulse 
purchases!

Resolutions are fun, but don’t stress 
about being perfect. Life’s messy, and that’s 
what makes it interesting. Set goals, give 
them a shot, and laugh when things don’t go 
exactly as planned. After all, there’s always 
next year! Happy 2025!

? ?

?

? ?

?
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THE LATINO BANNER IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY GREAT LAKES BAY HEALTH CENTERS

Celebrating 2025 with The Latino Banner
BY MB STAFF

As we step into 
2025, The Latino 

Banner team 
extends our 

warmest wishes 
for a prosperous, 

joyful, and 
meaningful year 
ahead. This time 

of year is not 
only about new 

beginnings but also 
about celebrating 
the connections, 

values, and 
traditions that 

define our vibrant 
community.

Looking back on the past 
year, we are filled with gratitude 
for your unwavering support. 
Your readership and engagement 
have fueled our mission to spot-
light the stories, successes, and 
challenges that matter most to 
the Latino community. Together, 
we’ve celebrated milestones, am-
plified voices, and strengthened 
the bonds that unite us.

In 2025, we remain commit-
ted to being a source of inspira-
tion, information, and connec-

tion for our readers. This year, 
we are excited to announce plans 
to expand our team by adding 
staff members who represent 
and speak to the diverse expe-
riences and voices of the Latino 
community. We believe this step 
will deepen our connection with 
you, our readers, and ensure that 
our content continues to reflect 
the richness and diversity of our 
shared heritage.

You can also look forward to 

expanded coverage of cultural 
events, business highlights, and 
stories of resilience and success 
from within our community. Our 
team is dedicated to providing a 
platform that not only informs 
but also empowers.

This year, let us continue 
to uplift one another. Whether 
through acts of kindness, shar-
ing knowledge, or celebrating 
our shared heritage, every effort 
makes a difference. As we navi-

gate new opportunities and chal-
lenges, let’s keep our focus on 
building a future that honors our 
past while creating pathways for 
generations to come.

From all of us at The Latino 
Banner, Feliz Año Nuevo! May 
2025 bring you health, happi-
ness, and abundant success. To-
gether, let’s make this year one to 
remember.

¡Gracias por ser parte de 
nuestra familia!

FILE PHOTO
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BY MB STAFF

SAGINAW — Friday nights in Sagi-
naw are about to get a lot hotter with 
the launch of Sultry Salsa Fridays at the 
Hamilton Street Pub, beginning January 
10. This exciting weekly event promises a 
night filled with music, dancing, and en-
ergy that will keep attendees moving until 
the early hours.

Guests can immerse themselves in the 
vibrant rhythms of salsa, bachata, meren-
gue, cumbia, cha-cha, and even reggae-
ton. The night’s soundtrack will be curat-
ed by the talented DJ Incognito, who will 
keep the dance floor alive until 2:00 a.m. 
Whether you’re an experienced dancer or 
stepping onto the floor for the first time, 
this event offers something for everyone.

To make the evening even more engag-
ing, salsa instructor Jed Walker, known 
for his work with the Chicago Internation-
al and Detroit World Salsa Congresses, 
will provide a complimentary salsa lesson 
from 9:15 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. The lessons 
are designed to cater to all skill levels, and 
new moves will be introduced each week. 
No dance partner is required, as partici-
pants will rotate partners throughout the 
session, creating a welcoming and social 
atmosphere.

The Hamilton Street Pub, located 
at 308 S. Hamilton Street in Saginaw, is 
set to host this event every Friday. Doors 
open at 9:00 p.m., and a $10 cover charge 
applies for attendees aged 21 and over. 
Proper attire is encouraged, with men re-
quired to wear full-length pants and caps 
prohibited.

With free parking available and the bar 
and kitchen staying open until 2:00 a.m., 
Sultry Salsa Fridays is poised to become 
the perfect way to kick off your weekends. 
Whether you’re coming to dance, learn, 
or simply enjoy the lively atmosphere, the 
event promises an unforgettable night of 
Latin flair and fun.

For more information, visit SultrySal-
sa.com or call 630-251-3906. Don’t miss 
your chance to experience the heat of Sul-
try Salsa Fridays and make your Friday 
nights unforgettable.

"Sultry Salsa Fridays" brings Latin dance nights to 
Hamilton Street Pub
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The Great Lakes Bay Region 
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Kevin Jones reappointed to Michigan’s Black Leadership 
Advisory Council

BY MB STAFF

SAGINAW – Kevin Jones, a 
prominent leader in the arts and 
cultural community, has been re-
appointed to Michigan’s Black 
Leadership Advisory Council. 
His new term will begin on Jan. 
1, 2025, and run through Dec. 31, 
2027.

Jones, founder of Blactiquing 
and president of A Museum of 
Black Experiences, has long been 
a champion of Black arts and cul-

ture. With a robust background in 
leadership and advocacy, Jones 
previously served as a senior as-
sociate for Morino Ventures. His 
academic credentials include a 
Bachelor of Arts from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, a Master of 
Education from the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, and a 
Master of Public Health from the 
University of Pennsylvania.

In his role on the Black Lead-
ership Advisory Council, Jones 
will continue to represent Black 

leadership in the arts and cultur-
al sectors. The Council, housed 
within the Michigan Department 
of Labor and Economic Opportu-
nity, serves as an advisory body 
to the Governor, tasked with ad-
dressing issues of discrimination 
and racial inequity across the 
state.

The Council’s mission in-
cludes reviewing and recom-
mending policies aimed at erad-
icating inequities, identifying 
state laws or gaps in legislation 

that perpetuate inequality, and 
promoting initiatives to ensure 
equitable treatment of all Michi-
ganders. Additionally, the Coun-
cil collaborates with communi-
ty groups and works to elevate 
Black cultural arts throughout 
the state.

For more information about 
the Black Leadership Advisory 
Council and its initiatives, visit 
the Michigan Department of 
Labor and Economic Opportu-
nity’s website.

KEVIN JONES STANDS IN FRONT OF AMUSBE (A MUSEUM OF BLACK EXPERIENCES)
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46th annual citywide tribute honors Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. with keynote by Dr. Clarence Nixon
BY MB STAFF

FLINT – The 46th Annual 
Citywide Tribute in Honor of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. will take 
place on Thursday, Jan. 16, at 
the Genesys Conference & Ban-
quet Center in Grand Blanc. This 
year’s theme, “Equity, Justice & 
Voting Rights,” underscores Dr. 
King’s enduring legacy and com-
mitment to advancing civil rights 
and equality.

The evening will feature a 
keynote address by Dr. Clar-
ence Nixon, CEO and Founder of 
t.Lab, a high-performance learn-
ing laboratory for families and 
students. Founded in 2007, t.Lab 
has served over 3,800 students 
and parents globally, includ-
ing participants from the United 
States, Kenya, Nigeria, Hungary, 
Lebanon, and the Philippines. 

The organization’s mission is to 
enhance the competitiveness of 
U.S.-based students by integrat-
ing a global leadership model.

Under Dr. Nixon’s leader-
ship, t.Lab has achieved remark-
able results. As of 2020, the me-
dian composite ACT score of its 
students was an impressive 30.7, 
and the organization has helped 
students secure more than $17 
million in college scholarships. 
In recognition of its impact, Dr. 
Nixon and t.Lab were recent-
ly honored by the Information 
Technology Senior Management 
Forum.

The event is organized by the 
Dr. Martin L. King Jr. Planning 
Committee, with proceeds sup-
porting the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Scholarship Fund. The fund 
provides financial assistance to 
eligible students attending Ket-
tering University, Mott Commu-

nity College, and the University 
of Michigan-Flint.

Tickets for the tribute are now 
available. Individual admission 
is $50, while table sponsorships, 
which include eight VIP tickets, 
are $500. Pre-registration is re-
quired and can be completed 
online at www.mcceventsonline.
com.

The tribute will be held from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Genesys 
Conference & Banquet Center, 
located at 805 Health Park Blvd 

in Grand Blanc.
This annual event not only 

honors the life and legacy of Dr. 
King but also provides an oppor-
tunity to reflect on his vision of 
equity, justice, and civic engage-
ment. Attendees will enjoy an 
inspiring evening while contrib-
uting to the education and em-
powerment of future leaders.

For more information, visit 
https://appsprod.mcc.edu/ui/
bear-advisory.html#/view/6690.

DR. CLARENCE DIXON

FLINT

EVENT FLYER

MLK
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Flint hosts 10th Annual African American Film Series 
featuring “MLK/FBI”
BY MB STAFF

FLINT – Communities First, Inc. is proud 
to present the 10th Annual African American 
Film Series, continuing its tradition of show-
casing impactful films that explore the Afri-
can American experience. Ahead of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, the film “MLK/FBI” 
will be screened on Jan. 9, at the Flint Insti-
tute of Arts, 1120 E. Kearsley Street.

The evening begins with dinner at 5:30 
p.m., followed by the screening of “MLK/
FBI” at 6:45 p.m. After the film, attendees 
are invited to participate in an engaging 
in-person panel discussion exploring the 
themes and historical context presented in 
the documentary.

Directed by award-winning filmmaker 
Sam Pollard, “MLK/FBI” delves into the 
FBI’s surveillance and harassment of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., shedding light on the 
agency’s efforts to discredit and undermine 
the civil rights leader. The documentary, 
based on newly discovered and declassified 
files, examines the government’s targeting of 
Black activists and the tension between de-
mocracy and the fight for justice. Featuring 
interviews with notable figures like Andrew 
Young, James Comey, Clarence Jones, and 
more, the film offers an in-depth look at the 
intersection of power, race, and activism.

The series will continue on Feb. 13, with 
the screening of “This Is My Black.” This 
groundbreaking musical documentary ex-
plores the nuances of Black adolescence and 
the challenges of surviving institutional vio-
lence through the experiences of musically 
gifted students at Philadelphia’s Pine Forge 
Academy. Like the January event, dinner 
will be served at 5:30 p.m. in Isabel Hall, 
followed by the film at 6:45 p.m. in the FIA 
Theater.

This annual film series, hosted by Com-
munities First, Inc., fosters dialogue, un-
derstanding, and community engagement 
around pivotal issues in African American 
history and culture. The events are free and 
open to the public.

For more information about the series, 
visit Communities First, Inc..

FLINTMLK
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BY SHAUNTELL SMITH

SAGINAW – Saginaw Val-
ley State University (SVSU) is 
preparing to host its 2025 Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Celebration, 
featuring Rev. Nontombi Naomi 
Tutu as the keynote speaker. The 
event is scheduled for Wednes-
day, Jan. 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Malcolm Field Theatre, located 
in Curtiss Hall on the university’s 
campus.

Rev. Tutu, a prominent race 
and gender justice activist, is 
widely known for her work ad-

vocating for human rights and 
addressing systemic inequality. 
Having grown up in apartheid 
South Africa, her experiences 
shaped her commitment to social 
justice. Over the years, she has 
built a reputation as a powerful 
and engaging speaker, delivering 
messages of unity and action to 
audiences around the globe.

The program will include 
the presentation of the MLK 
Scholarship Awards, recogniz-
ing students for their academic 
achievements and commitment 
to community service. The event 
will also feature the Region-

al Drum Major Awards, which 
honor individuals whose leader-
ship and service reflect the values 
and vision of Dr. King.

The celebration is designed to 
bring together the SVSU commu-
nity and the public to reflect on 
Dr. King’s enduring legacy and to 
inspire continued efforts toward 
equity and inclusion. By hosting 
events that highlight influential 
voices like Rev. Tutu, the univer-
sity fosters meaningful discus-
sions and encourages positive 
change.

The event is open to the pub-
lic, with accommodations avail-

able for those with disabilities. 
Individuals requiring assistance 
are directed to contact The Con-
ference Center at SVSU at 989- 
964-4348 at least three days in 
advance. Further details about 
the celebration can be found at 
svsu.edu/mlk or by calling the 
Office of Diversity Programs at 
989-964-4068.

SVSU’s Martin Luther King 
Jr. Celebration is made possible 
through the support of regional 
sponsors and community part-
ners, reflecting a shared commit-
ment to honoring Dr. King’s mis-
sion of justice and equality.

Rev. Nontombi Naomi Tutu to headline SVSU’s 2025 
MLK celebration

REV. NONTOMBI NAOMI TUTU

SAGINAWMLK
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BY MB STAFF

SAGINAW – The Iota Chi 
Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., in part-
nership with Delta College’s 
Black Faculty and Staff Associa-
tion, will host the 29th Annual 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Unity 
Birthday Celebration on Mon-
day, Jan. 20. The event, themed 
“Mission Possible: Protecting 
Freedom, Justice, and Democra-
cy in the Spirit of Nonviolence,” 
will take place at The Dow Event 
Center, starting at 11 a.m.

This year’s keynote address 
will be delivered by Michi-
gan State Representative Amos 
O’Neal of the 94th District. Rep-
resentative O’Neal, a respected 
community leader and advocate, 
will share insights inspired by 
Dr. King’s legacy and the ongoing 
mission to uphold freedom, jus-
tice, and democracy.

The celebration will also fea-
ture the presentation of several 
prestigious awards recogniz-
ing outstanding contributions to 

the community. Richard “Dick” 
Garber will receive the Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Unity Award, 
the fraternity’s highest honor for 
community service. Wilbert Long 
Jr., a member of the fraternity, 
will be presented with the James 
“Pete” Gaddis Service Award, 
while Dr. Angela Guy-Lee, As-
sociate Professor of Sociology at 
Delta College, will be honored 
with the Delta College Black Fac-
ulty and Staff Association’s Spirit 
of Dr. King Award.

As part of the day’s events, a 
Unity March will begin in down-
town Saginaw and conclude at 
The Dow Event Center. This 
nearly one-mile march is expect-
ed to draw over 100 participants, 
including students, educators, 
civic leaders, clergy, and local 
politicians. The march echoes 
Dr. King’s dedication to calling 
attention to social injustices and 
will set the tone for the Unity 
Luncheon, which typically at-
tracts nearly 300 attendees.

Damon Brown, President 
of the Iota Chi Lambda Chap-
ter, expressed enthusiasm for 

the upcoming celebration. “We 
are excited about this 29th com-
memorative event to honor the 
life and legacy of Dr. King. The 
Unity March and Luncheon bring 
together diverse voices and per-
spectives to celebrate the local 
heroes who make our communi-
ties, state, and nation great,” said 
Brown.

Tickets for the in-person lun-
cheon are $50 for adults and $20 
for children 12 and under. Spon-
sorship opportunities are avail-
able at various levels, including 
Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze, 
Patron, and Ad Only options. All 

proceeds from sponsorships and 
ticket sales will support the ongo-
ing community initiatives of the 
Iota Chi Lambda Chapter.

For sponsorship details, 
ticket purchases, or addition-
al information, please contact 
Larry Jones at (989) 714-0709 
or Smallwood Holoman at (989) 
859-2602.

This annual event not only 
honors Dr. King’s life and vision 
but also highlights the collective 
efforts of those working to ad-
vance his mission of equity, jus-
tice, and nonviolence in the mod-
ern era.

Saginaw Fraternity to host 29th annual Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Unity Celebration

FILE PHOTO

EVENT FLYER

SAGINAWMLK
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BY MB STAFF

MOUNT PLEASANT – Cen-
tral Michigan University (CMU) 
will honor the legacy of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. with a week-
long series of events from Jan. 
20-24, 2025. Organized by Mul-
ticultural Academic Student Ser-
vices (MASS), the celebration, 
themed “A day on, not a day off,” 
emphasizes community service, 
reflection, and education.

The week’s events, mostly 
free and open to the public, aim 
to engage participants in com-
memorating Dr. King’s com-
mitment to equality, justice, 
and nonviolence. Seating for all 

events is limited and available on 
a first-come, first-served basis.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Week Calendar of Events:

Monday, Jan. 20, 2025

•	 Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. CommUNITY Peace 
Service at 9:30 a.m. in Finch 
Fieldhouse. Doors open at 
9 a.m. This annual service 
gathers students, faculty, 
and community members 
to honor Dr. King’s legacy 
through reflection and unity. 
Those interested in reserving 
a table can RSVP through the 

registration form available 
online.

•	 MLK Jr. Day of Service at 
12 p.m. in the Bovee UC 
Rotunda. Hosted by the Mary 
Ellen Brandell Volunteer 
Center, this event encourages 
participants to engage in 
community service projects, 
embodying Dr. King’s call to 
serve others.

•	 Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. CommUNITY Peace 
March and Vigil at 3 p.m. 
The march will begin in 
the Bovee UC Rotunda, 
traverse the residential area, 
and continue downtown, 
concluding with a vigil 

honoring Dr. King’s fight for 
justice and peace.

Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2025

•	 Mission Possible: A Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Showcase at 6 p.m. in the 
Bovee UC Rotunda. This 
event highlights Dr. King’s 
mission through student 
and faculty performances, 
presentations, and artistic 
expressions inspired by his 
legacy.

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2025

•	 MLK Jr. Keynote Speaker: 
Diana Patton at 7 p.m. in 
the EHS Building, Room 
118 (French Auditorium). 
Diana Patton, a social 
justice advocate and author, 
will deliver an inspiring 
keynote address focusing on 
actionable ways to continue 
Dr. King’s work for equity 
and inclusion.

Friday, Jan. 24, 2025

•	 MLK Jr. Charity Basketball 
Game at 6 p.m. in the 
Student Activity Center, 
Small Court, Forum, Courts 
5 and 6. This friendly 
competition is not only a 
celebration of community 
but also a fundraiser for 
causes aligned with Dr. 
King’s mission.

For more information about 
specific events or to RSVP where 
required, visit CMU’s website or 
contact Multicultural Academic 
Student Services. Join CMU as it 
celebrates the enduring impact 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on 
our world today.

Central Michigan University hosts Martin Luther King Jr. 
Week with events honoring legacy

DIANA PATTON

MOUNT PLEASANTMLK
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BY MB STAFF

FLINT — Downtown Flint 
will host its highly anticipated 
Flint City Restaurant Week from 
Jan. 13-18, 2025. This weeklong 
celebration invites food enthu-
siasts to explore the city’s culi-
nary scene, collect stamps from 
participating restaurants, and 
win exciting prizes—all while 
supporting local businesses.

To participate, diners can 
pick up free tickets at any par-
ticipating restaurant starting 

Retired Saginaw 
County Judge 
passes away at 86

BY MB STAFF

SAGINAW – Retired Judge 
Bruce Scorsone, a respected 
figure in the Saginaw County 
legal community, passed away 
on December 24, 2024, at the 
age of 86.

Judge Scorsone served as a 
Saginaw County District Judge 
from January 1, 1969, until 
his retirement on October 31, 
2000. His 31-year tenure on 
the bench was marked by his 
unwavering commitment to 
fairness, integrity, and the pur-
suit of justice.

"Known for his fairness, 
integrity, and commitment to 
justice, Judge Scorsone left 
an indelible impact on the 
legal community," said Chief 
District Court Judge Terry L. 
Clark.

Judge Scorsone is survived 
by his wife, Karyl, his two sons, 
and his extended family. His 
loss is deeply felt across the 
Saginaw community and by 
those who knew him person-
ally and professionally.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Sunday, January 5, 
2025, at Apple Mountain, lo-
cated at 4519 N. River Road, 
Freeland, Michigan. The event 
will take place from 2 p.m. to 5 
p.m., with a Time of Remem-
brance beginning at 3:30 p.m.

BRUCE SCORSONE

Flint City Restaurant Week returns

Jan. 13. After dining, simply 
collect a stamp from each res-
taurant. The more stamps you 
gather, the greater your chances 
of winning prizes, including a 
luxurious Staycation package. 
The grand prize features a stay 
at the Hilton Garden Inn Down-
town Flint, entertainment, and 
dinner for two—a perfect get-
away without leaving the city.

Flint City Restaurant Week 
promises to bring locals and vis-
itors together for a vibrant din-
ing experience, showcasing the 

best of what Downtown Flint 
has to offer.

Participating restaurants 
will be open throughout the 
week during their regular hours. 
Be sure to check with individual 
venues for specific details.

For additional information, 
email Keith at keithm8989@
gmail.com or visit the event 
website at sinclairentertain-
ment.com.

Plan your visit, savor the fla-
vors of Flint, and start collecting 
stamps for your chance to win!

EVENT FLYER
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SAGINAW

ADDICTION SUPPORT GROUP

FAMILY
& FRIENDS

3057 DAVENPORT AVE.
SAGINAW, MI 48602

1ST AND 3RD
TUESSDAY OF 
EVERY MONTH
AT 6:00PM

S
C

A
N

 M
E

CONNECT,  F IND SUPPORT,
AND WORK ON YOUR 
OWN RECOVERY.  

Stronger Together — a Face Addiction Now -
formerly known as Families Against Narcotics
support group, offering a healing space for
those impacted by a loved one's addiction.

STRONGER@FACEADDICTIONNOW.ORG 
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BY MIKE THOMPSON

SAGINAW – As several hun-
dred East Side Soup Kitchen pa-
trons gathered to celebrate the 
holidays, Director Diane Keenan 
led her staff and volunteers in a 
feed-those-in-need event that 
was different from the norm.

Little was said in regard to 
2025, but the year to come will 
be one-of-a-kind as well.

You don't see musical artists 
performing at meal sites, but a 
keyboard and vocal combo duo 
went through all the Christmas 
hits, from Jingle Bells to Silent 
Night, drawing a lanky gentle-
man in red sweats to the dance 
floor.

Thrift stores normally are 
not linked to soup kitchens. 
Still, after the hearty lunch with 
ham as the centerpiece, greens 
and mac-and-cheese among the 
sides, diners were given six tick-
ets apiece for their choices of 
coats, along with some books and 
toys and winter attire for the kids 
on break from school.

Police usually are on patrol. 
On this weekday they were serv-
ing the lunch trays, representing 
multiple jurisdictions across the 
county. For that matter, the pa-
trons also arrived from near and 
far, all ages and ethnic groups.

Expansion in the works

If the soup kitchen's 2024 
holiday program was notewor-
thy, just wait until the full agenda 
for 2025.

Instead of hearing music, 
by year's end congregants may 
be listening to jackhammers. A 
multi-million-dollar expansion 
is planned for the 20-year-old 
Hunger Solutions Center, home 
of both the soup kitchen and the 
Hidden Harvest food recovery 
operation, with space created by 
closing Thompson street at the 
rear.

About a mile across the Ca-
thedral District, at 310 Meredith 
off South Washington, another 
crew this spring is slated to begin 
construction of Saginaw Food 
Club, a subsidized statewide 
model that features discounts to 
all, deeper for lower incomes.

At the same time, a prior-
ity is to pursue a mini-Meijer 
of sorts, similar to Detroit's re-
cent efforts to address what are 
known as "food deserts" in to-
day's parlance.

Annie Boensch and George 
Copeland were the prior City 
Council's leaders in the food and 
nutrition ARPA bucket. From the 
federal anti-covid American Res-
cue Plan Act, $2 million was split 
between the Hunger Center and 
the Food Club.

The pair of council mem-
bers, with Boensch completing 
her 13th year and Copeland his 
fourth, viewed the budgeting as 
a blend that demonstrates the 
age-old feeding programs always 

will have a place, while efforts for 
self-sufficiency may address the 
ever-growing need.

A positive result, in their 
view, would be more people with 
self-selected groceries through 
shopping encounters, reducing 
the lines for meals and for boxed 
non-perishables in handout 
fashion.

While the Saginaw Com-
munity Food Club and Kitchen 
appears as the new teammate 
among anti-poverty efforts, or-
ganizing under Tina Swanton 
during her YMCA years actu-
ally started, in cooperation with 
an array of local programs, be-
fore the pandemic and President 
Biden's $1.9 trillion ARPA re-
vamp of the 1960s War on Pover-
ty, including $52 million for Sag-
inaw. A model based in Grand 
Rapids can be found on Google. 
For example, a family with two 
or three children could earn up 
to the $50,000 range and still re-
ceive aid, whether on cash or on 

an EBT card.
Boensch contends challeng-

es remain, including for people 
whose low-middle incomes dis-
qualify them from various aid 
programs, but anything to in-
crease choices is positive.

Saginaw is not bound by the 
statewide Food Club model and 
original standards may be set 
here, including possible "time 
dollars" in exchange for commu-
nity volunteerism.

Swanton says she has faith 
in the concept, and that compe-
tition is welcome, be it from big-
box franchises in the suburbs or 
in newfangled smaller outlets in 
poverty areas where dollar stores 
now proliferate.

For her latest condensed pre-
sentation to the current council, 
from which Boensch and Cope-
land were voted off on Nov. 5, go 
to the Dec. 9 meeting video and 
skip ahead to 25:40.

Hunger in headlines for 2025

EAST SIDE SOUP KITCHEN (940 E GENESEE AVE, SAGINAW, MI)
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FORMER HOUGHTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

BY MIKE THOMPSON

SAGINAW — The president 
of Houghton-Jones Neighbor-
hood Association has a dream.

Anganetta Ervin asks, "Our 
big 2025 question is, "Can we 
acquire a closed-up Hough-
ton School, remodel it from the 
ground up, and maintain it?"

This may be news to the new 
City Council, along with a veteran 
Board of Education, in regards 
to a structure that has stood va-
cant  for a decade across from the 
Houghton-Jones headquarters, 
1604 Johnson at Eleventh.

That's where Anganetta grew 
up, completing K-6 during the 
late 1960s baby boom population 

peak when the Houghton cam-
pus also was home to the former 
Mershon Pool.

Her background in commu-
nity action goes back even far-
ther than the original  Houghton-
Jones Task Force.

It takes root with her parents.
The Rev. Charles Birden be-

came a union steward at Mallea-
ble Iron and was involved in the 
formation of the Saginaw County 
Community Action Center, and 
Zenobia Birden joined her hus-
band in promoting faith through 
social action.

And so it was only natural 
that when organizer Hazel Wil-
son came door-knocking 32 years 
ago, Anganetta and her husband, 

Willie Ervin, responded to the 
call. Willie also serves on the 
Houghton-Jones board.

 From her upbringing, she is 
attracted to the grassroots ap-
proach that was reflected by Wil-
son, who has moved back home 
to rural Mississippi. Guidance 
also came from other founders 
like Christina Jones and Sister 
Lois Ann Sheaffer.

"I was there at the start," she 
notes.

What's up with the school?

Now she's beginning her sec-
ond year as Houghton-Jones 
board president, re-selected by 
acclaim at a Dec. 19 session.

She looks forward to main-
taining the blend of youth ac-
tivities, both summer and after-
school, and community groups 
using the center for meetings. She 
emphasizes that the group saved 
money on repaving the parking 
lot thanks to an ARPA grant from 
the City Council, allowing regular 
funds to remain concentrated on 
programs and activities.

But like her parents would 
do, she also looks for higher 
goals. As Houghton  Elementary 
stands  empty, with the health-
clinic wing facing the small-sized 

Houghton-Jones group eyes vacant school

Continues on pg 23, 
Houghton-Jones
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From pg 22, Houghton-Jones
neighborhood center at Johnson 
and Eleventh streets, she asks 
whether 2025 should be the year 
for the group to step in and raise 
questions about the future of 
what once was the city's largest 
K-6 school.

"We could use some space," 
Ervin said, after an annual meet-
ing with about two dozen partici-
pants led to a near overflow at 
the   3,000-square-foot facility, 
built with local monies organized 
through the Saginaw Community 
Foundation shortly after the mil-
lennium's turn.

When ARPA funds came 
along through President Biden's 
anti-pandemic American Res-
cue Plan Act of 2021, Houghton-
Jones asked for use of the health 
clinic and gym at the east end of 
the building closest to headquar-
ters. This idea was not discussed 
at the time of main decisions.

Housing plan disappears  

In late 2021, as reported only 
by Michigan Banner (Oct. 1 and 
16), the Saginaw Consortium of 
Homeless Assistance Provid-
ers, S-CHAP, floated and quickly 
withdrew a plan to use ARPA as 
seed money for conversion of the 
school classrooms into afford-
able housing apartments. often 
cited as in short supply with sky-
rocketing rents.

CHAP Chair Dan Streeter of 
the Rescue Mission said neigh-
borhood opposition caused the 
pullout, even while the Hough-
ton-Jones leader at the time, 
Rev. Willie Casey, said neighbors 
simply wanted a meeting to learn 
more. 

United Way was coordinator 
of the stalled venture, and other 
partners were Habitat for Hu-
manity, Restoration Outreach, 
the Housing Commission, Coun-
ty Mental Health, Youth Protec-
tive Services, Mustard Seed, Em-
maus House, Disabled American 
Veterans, Mission in the City and 
the county Department of Social 

Services.
Ervin said Houghton-Jones 

leaders would consider any ideas 
that may emerge.

Time for teamwork

The next meeting is at 6 p.m. 
on Feb. 13, which will be a Thurs-

day. Count on Willie Ervin to be 
there, always to back his bride 
of 48 years.  He denies her claim 
that he tries "all the time" to guide 
her leadership choices, because 
he merely picks his spots when 
he might get a word in edgewise.

Other board members are 
Saleem Manaan as  vice-presi-

dent, Angie Jones (daughter of 
Christina, who turned 90 years 
old on Christmas Day and still 
remains active) as secretary and 
Ceciel Reed as treasurer.

The Houghton-Jones web-
site offers info on options for 
volunteering.

ANGANETTA AND WILLIE ERVIN
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Michigan launches capacity building center to strengthen 
behavioral health workforce

BY MB STAFF

LANSING — In a move to ad-
dress the growing need for skilled 
behavioral health profession-
als, the Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) has awarded a con-
tract to Public Consulting Group 
(PCG) to develop and implement 
a new Capacity Building Center 
(CBC). This initiative aims to ex-
pand access to training for pro-
viders while improving the qual-
ity of behavioral health services 
across the state.

Elizabeth Hertel, director of 
MDHHS, emphasized the criti-

cal role the center will play in 
supporting Michigan families. 
“The Capacity Building Center 
is designed to enhance the skills 
and knowledge of the behavioral 
health workforce, supporting re-
tention and recruitment while 
ensuring that families receive 
high-quality care,” said Hertel. 
“This effort reflects our ongoing 
commitment to improving ac-
cess to behavioral health services 
statewide.”

The CBC will provide a cen-
tralized resource for children’s 
behavioral health providers to 
access training and education-
al opportunities. Initially, more 
than 200 training sessions will be 

offered to over 5,000 providers. 
These trainings will cover topics 
such as the Child & Adolescent 
Needs and Strengths (CANS) as-
sessment tool, Intensive Care 
Coordination with Wraparound, 
and Medicaid-funded specialty 
behavioral health services for 
children and families.

Training sessions will be 
available both online and in-per-
son, allowing providers to choose 
formats that best suit their sched-
ules and needs. Participants will 
be able to register for, attend, 
and complete training programs 
through a centralized website, 
which is expected to launch in 

May 2025. The platform will also 
issue credits for completed ses-
sions, making it easier for pro-
viders to track their professional 
development.

The Capacity Building Cen-
ter will also introduce Learning 
Communities—collaborative net-
works aimed at fostering con-
tinuous quality improvement. 
These communities will enable 
behavioral health profession-
als to share insights, refine their 
practices, and stay up-to-date on 
advancements in the field.

PCG, the firm leading the 
initiative in partnership with 
MDHHS, expressed enthusiasm 
for the project. “The CBC will 
provide comprehensive training 
and valuable resources that will 
ultimately enhance the quality of 
care for Michigan’s children and 
families,” said Jen MacBlane, 
PCG’s human services manager.

Robert Sheehan, CEO of the 
Community Mental Health Asso-
ciation of Michigan, praised the 
effort, stating, “The creation of 
the CBC further solidifies Mich-
igan’s leadership in developing 
and delivering cutting-edge clini-
cal training for public mental 
health providers. It is a signifi-
cant addition to the state’s efforts 
to sustain and strengthen the 
skills of clinicians.”

MDHHS has indicated that 
the Capacity Building Center is 
just the beginning. Once the ini-
tial implementation is evaluated, 
additional training opportunities 
and resources will be added to 
further support the state’s behav-
ioral health workforce.

For more information about 
the Capacity Building Center 
and its upcoming launch, email 
MDHHS at MDHHS-CBC@
michigan.gov.

FILE PHOTO

HEALTH
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BY HILLARY HATCH
SOCIAL SECURITY
PUBLIC AFFAIRS SPECIALIST

LANSING — Today, more than 5 
million Americans are living with Al-
zheimer’s disease. It is a brain condi-
tion that causes problems with memory, 
thinking, and behavior. Since the onset 
of Alzheimer’s can occur in younger peo-
ple before they retire, it may affect their 
ability to work as the disease progresses.  

Our benefits and services are espe-

cially vital to people with early-onset Al-
zheimer’s who are unable to work and 
may have no other source of income. 
They may want to apply for Social Secu-
rity Disability Insurance (SSDI) or Sup-
plemental Security Income (SSI). Our 
Compassionate Allowances program 
provides faster processing of disabil-
ity claims for people with early-onset 
Alzheimer’s disease and several other 
neurodegenerative (brain degenerative) 
disorders. 

More than a decade ago, Social Se-
curity added early-onset Alzheim-
er’s disease to our Compassionate Al-
lowances program. You can learn 
more about our Compassionate Al-
lowances program at www.ssa.gov/
compassionateallowances. 

Please share this information with 
friends and family.

Faster processing of disability claims for people with 
Alzheimer’s disease

View our online bariatric 
surgery seminar. 

When you decide you’re ready to 
lose the weight for good, you want to 
get started as soon as possible. The 
Covenant Bariatric & Metabolic Center 
is the region’s most preferred and 
most experienced program for weight 
loss surgery, and our extraordinary 
team is ready to get you started on 
your weight loss journey today.   

We’ll guide you every step of the way, 
from preparation for surgery, to your 
procedure, to ongoing support and 
nutrition guidance for a lifetime. You 
can get started today by watching 
our convenient, on-demand online 
seminar. 

To view the seminar, register for a 
consultation, and see our success 
stories, visit CovenantBariatrics.com

Start losing 
weight now 

And get 
support 
for a lifetime 

FILE PHOTO
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EDUCATION

BY MB STAFF

FLINT — Students and staff 
in Flint Community Schools wel-
comed Michigan State Superin-
tendent Dr. Michael F. Rice and 
members of the Michigan De-
partment of Education (MDE) 
to their classrooms this week, 
engaging in meaningful con-
versations about career aspira-
tions, academic progress, and the 
power of dreams.

The visit included stops at 
Flint Southwestern Classical 
Academy and Doyle Ryder Com-
munity Education Center. At 
Southwestern, Dr. Rice held a 
discussion with the high school’s 
student council, while at Doyle 
Ryder, he met with third grad-

ers to explore their career goals 
and discuss the Langston Hughes 
poem "Dreams."

During his visit to Doyle 
Ryder, Dr. Rice asked students 
to share their future aspirations. 
Third grader Marcella Blackwell 
enthusiastically said she hopes 
to become a teacher, while her 
classmate Alonzo Williams, who 
dreams of being a film director, 
impressed the room by flawlessly 
reading Langston Hughes’ poem. 
Other students shared ambitions 
ranging from becoming a scien-
tist or artist to serving as presi-
dent of the United States.

"When I was your age, I 
dreamed of being an artist," Dr. 
Rice told the children. "Later, I 
thought I might become a base-
ball player or a child psycholo-

gist. Each of those dreams helped 
me figure out who I wanted to 
be, just like you’re exploring your 
dreams now."

At Southwestern Classical 
Academy, members of the stu-
dent council engaged Dr. Rice 
in conversations about their ca-
reer goals and school policies, 
discussing topics such as diver-
sity and the use of cellphones in 
classrooms. The dialogue pro-
vided students with a platform 
to share their perspectives on 
how to improve their educational 
environment.

Dr. Rice also met with Flint 
Community Schools Superinten-
dent Mr. Kevelin Jones, who em-
phasized the importance of col-
laboration in nurturing student 
success.

“Dr. Rice’s visit highlights 
our shared commitment to em-
powering the dreams of our stu-
dents,” said Jones. “From third 
graders at Doyle Ryder openly 
discussing their future careers 
to Southwestern’s student lead-
ers engaging in meaningful di-
alogue, today exemplifies the 
spirit of growth and achievement 
we foster in Flint. The continued 
support from MDE and our part-
ners ensures we can keep making 
progress toward our academic 
goals.”

The visit comes on the heels 
of Flint Community Schools 

meeting its 18-month benchmark 
goals in literacy, mathematics, 
and systemic improvements as 
part of its Partnership Agree-
ment with MDE. The district's 
progress reflects a focused effort 
by students, teachers, and fami-
lies, with support from partners 
such as the Genesee Intermedi-
ate School District, the Charles 
Stewart Mott Foundation, and 
Michigan State University’s Of-
fice of K-12 Outreach.

“Flint students, staff, and 
families are working hard, and it’s 
paying off,” Dr. Rice said. “MDE 
is proud to support Flint and 
other districts across Michigan in 
their efforts to improve academic 
achievement and build brighter 
futures for their students.”

Accompanying Dr. Rice dur-
ing the visit were Gloria Chap-
man, director of the Office of 
Partnership Districts; Bob Whea-
ton, director of the Office of Pub-
lic and Governmental Affairs; 
and Paul Schummer, partnership 
agreement liaison.

The visit reaffirmed the ongo-
ing collaboration between Flint 
Community Schools and the 
Michigan Department of Edu-
cation, showcasing the district’s 
commitment to fostering student 
success and ensuring that every 
child in Flint has the opportuni-
ty to dream big and achieve their 
goals.

State Superintendent visits Flint schools to inspire 
students and celebrate progress

DR. RICE AND ALONZO WILLIAMS, THIRD GRADE, DOYLE RYDER COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTER, READING 
THE POEM "DREAMS" BY LANGSTON HUGHES TO ALONZO'S CLASSMATES.

DR. RICE MEETING WITH THE FLINT SOUTHWESTERN CLASSICAL ACADEMY, DISCUSSING TOPICS THAT 
INCLUDED CAREER PLANS, THE SCHOOL’S DIVERSITY, AND SCHOOL CELLPHONE POLICIES.
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BY MB STAFF

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Pres-
ident Joe Biden has signed a new 
law requiring the Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) to be released by Oc-
tober 1 each year, cementing an 
earlier and more reliable time-
line for students seeking finan-
cial aid.

While the FAFSA typically 
launches in October, the U.S. 
Department of Education previ-
ously had until January 1 to re-
lease the form. This leeway occa-
sionally led to delays, including 
the highly criticized late rollout 
of the 2024-25 FAFSA, which 
didn’t debut until January due to 
technical glitches and processing 
issues.

The new mandate aims to 

Biden signs law mandating FAFSA release 
by Oct. 1 to simplify college aid process

prevent future delays, ensur-
ing students and families have 
ample time to complete the ap-
plication and secure funding for 
college. The law comes as the De-
partment of Education contin-
ues to address the fallout from 
the 2024-25 processing cycle and 
subsequent challenges with the 
2025-26 form.

After a staggered release that 
began October 1, the 2025-26 
FAFSA became fully available in 
late November, narrowly meet-
ing the department’s revised 
deadline of December 1. Despite 
this progress, U.S. Under Secre-
tary of Education James Kvaal 
acknowledged there’s more work 
to be done.

“We remain committed to 
improving the user experience, 
addressing bugs, and ensuring 

that students and families can 
access the aid they need without 
unnecessary barriers,” Kvaal said 
during a press briefing.

Broad Bipartisan Support for 
FAFSA Deadline Bill

The legislation establishing 
the October 1 deadline received 
overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port, passing swiftly through 
Congress in November. The 
House version of the bill was in-
troduced by Rep. Erin Houchin, 
an Indiana Republican and mem-
ber of the Education and Work-
force Committee. On the Senate 
side, the measure was champi-
oned by Louisiana Republican 
Sen. Bill Cassidy, who is expected 
to chair the Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions next year.

Virginia Democrat Rep. 

Bobby Scott, a ranking member 
of the House education panel, 
celebrated the bill’s enactment, 
emphasizing its importance 
in expanding access to higher 
education.

“With rising college costs, fi-
nancial aid programs like Pell 
Grants are vital for making higher 
education accessible,” Scott said. 
“By standardizing the FAFSA re-
lease date, this law ensures stu-
dents and families have the time 
they need to complete their ap-
plications and access the support 
they deserve.”

A History of Challenges and 
Reforms

The 2024-25 FAFSA cycle 
marked the debut of changes in-
troduced by the FAFSA Simplifi-
cation Act, a 2020 law designed 
to streamline the application pro-
cess. However, the rollout faced 
widespread criticism due to tech-
nical errors, processing delays, 
and a decline in submissions 
compared to previous years.

In response, the Department 
of Education committed to im-
proving the system for 2025-26 
and beyond. Officials report-
ed that as of Thursday, over 1.5 
million FAFSA submissions for 
2025-26 had been processed, 
with more than 7 million student 
records shared with states and 
institutions.

Despite the improvements, 
education leaders acknowledge 
the need for continued refine-
ment. “We’ve made progress, but 
we’re not done,” Kvaal said, re-
iterating the department’s com-
mitment to enhancing the system 
for future cycles.

The FAFSA’s earlier and stan-
dardized release is expected to 
benefit millions of students, pro-
viding clarity and stability as they 
navigate the college financial aid 
process. With the law now in 
place, the Department of Edu-
cation is tasked with ensuring a 
smooth and timely rollout mov-
ing forward.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT (FILE PHOTO)
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Founded in faith with proven excellenceFounded in faith with proven excellence  
in academics, athletics and the artsin academics, athletics and the arts

Proudly offering a Christian education to students in grades PreK3 through 12thProudly offering a Christian education to students in grades PreK3 through 12th

Call: Kelly at (989) 399-2230
Email: Admissions@nouvelcatholic.org
Visit: NouvelCatholic.org/Explore

SCHEDULE YOUR PERSONALIZED TOUR 

Tuition Assistance and Scholarship Opportunities Available

When you choose HORIZONS, our team will customize the 
details for your business function to fit your unique needs and 
budget. Your event coordinator will be with you from start to finish, 
helping plan for every eventuality, and your personal banquet 
manager will be on hand during the event to ensure its success. 

Get in touch with one of our  
event coordinators today!

Business & community 
events beyond compare.

HORIZONS Conference Center
6200 State Street | Saginaw, Michigan
(989) 799-4122 | horizonscenter.com
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BY SHAUNTELL SMITH

LANSING — Legal gambling 
in Michigan generated nearly 
$500 million in tax revenue for 
the state’s School Aid Fund this 
year, according to a report from 
the Michigan Gaming Control 
Board. While these funds pro-
vide vital support for K-12 public 
schools, the increasing populari-
ty of online gambling has sparked 
concerns over addiction.

Since the legalization of on-
line gambling in 2021, Michigan 
has seen a steady rise in tax rev-
enue from gaming activities. This 
year, online gambling accounted 
for approximately 80% of the 
total, contributing $400 million. 

Despite these financial gains, ex-
perts warn that the accessibility 
of gambling through digital plat-
forms could lead to an uptick in 
problem gambling.

“A big concern for prevent-
ing addiction is the ease of ac-
cess to online gambling,” said 
Alia Lucas, a gambling disorder 
program specialist at the Michi-
gan Department of Health and 
Human Services. “So rather than 
get up and get dressed and go to 
a casino, I am now able to gamble 
from my phone, from my com-
puter, from my living room.”

This increased access has led 
to greater engagement with gam-
bling, requiring the health de-
partment to adapt its approach to 
raising awareness about problem 

gambling, Lucas explained.
“It’s required us to be more 

creative in our approach to mak-
ing sure that we’re providing 
the necessary information to the 
Michigan public as to what to 
look for as far as the signs, how to 
get help if you need it, and where 
that help is available,” she said.

In addition to the School 
Aid Fund, gambling tax revenue 
is distributed to smaller funds 
aimed at addressing gambling 
addiction. One of these, the Com-
pulsive Gambling Prevention 
Fund, is a collaboration between 
the Michigan Gaming Control 
Board, the Michigan Lottery, and 
the health department.

“Our interest is making sure 
that the Michigan public that’s 

gambling are doing so healthily,” 
Lucas said.

As gambling tax revenue con-
tinues to grow, so does the need 
for public health interventions 
to prevent addiction. The state’s 
Problem Gambling Helpline has 
experienced an increase in calls, 
reflecting the growing demand 
for resources and support.

For those struggling with 
compulsive gambling, help is 
available through the Michigan 
Problem Gambling Helpline at 
800-270-7117. Additional re-
sources can be found on the web-
sites of the Michigan Gaming 
Control Board and the Michi-
gan Department of Health and 
Human Services.

Michigan gambling brings $500 Million to 
schools, raises addiction concerns

SANTA J. ONO (PHOTO CREDIT: UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN)

MAN AT CASINO (FILE PHOTO)
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Former Jerome Elementary undergoing renovations to become 
high quality, state of the art green STEM preschool model

COURTESY PHOTOS

SAGINAW – Jerome was estab-
lished as a Kindergarten through 
5th grade elementary school 
in 1976 by the Saginaw Public 
School District. In 2013, due to 
low student capacity as well as 
district wide financial challenges. 
Dr. Ericka Taylor was the princi-
pal assigned to Jerome that year 
and understood first hand why 
the school was being offlined, 
especially in consideration of 
the many structural needs of the 
building and grounds.

However, when Dr. Taylor 

joined the Saginaw Intermedi-
ate School District in 2017 as the 
Director of Early Childhood, she 
was surprised to learn that Je-
rome was a preschool site that 
was being rented and utilized 
(in the very same condition) to 
provide early childhood services 
which include preschool classes, 
home visiting teachers and ma-
ternal infant support for the fam-
ilies of children birth through 5 
years of age. This was an immedi-
ate reminder of the reasons why 
Jerome was originally offlined, 

but it also spurred a deeper de-
sire and vision to give our chil-
dren and families in Saginaw 
County not only what they need, 
but what they deserve, which is 
the very best learning environ-
ment that we can possibly imag-
ine and provide, despite their 
economic status and/or zip code!

A groundbreaking ceremony 
was held this past May and ren-
ovations are currently underway 
transforming the former Jerome 
elementary school into the new 
Jerome Preschool servicing stu-
dents ages birth to 4 years old! 
These renovations will include 
a new roof, awning, heating/ 
cooling system, parking lot and 
greenhouse. There will be des-
ignated space for onsite medical 
services for children and fami-
lies, shared community space for 
partnerships with local colleges/ 
universities, and community or-
ganizations. All classrooms and 
hallways will be updated with 
new lighting, paint and flooring. 
The former gymnasium will now 
be a multipurpose space for staff 
professional development oppor-

tunities as well as community ac-
tivities and events.

These renovations will not 
only enhance and beautify the 
local community, but will also 
give our youngest learners the 
academic, social and emotional 
foundation they need and de-
serve to begin their K-12 endeav-
ors and beyond by providing 
them with a high quality, state 
of the art building focused on 
Green STEM. Our vision is that 
this preschool site will provide 
an early childhood model that we 
can replicate not only in Saginaw, 
but across the state of Michigan 
and beyond.

A huge thank you to Saginaw 
ISD Superintendent Dr. Jeffrey 
Collier for allowing us to dream 
big for the children and families 
in our community! We welcome 
any questions you may have to be 
sent to Dr. Ericka Taylor, Execu-
tive Director of Early Childhood, 
at etaylor@sisd.cc.

SPONSORED CONTENT
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About Saginaw ISD 
HE/EHS

Established in 1965, 
Head Start promotes 
school readiness for 
children, ages three to 
five, in low-income 
families by offering 
educational, nutritional, 
health, social and other 
services.

Head Start programs 
promote school readiness 
by enhancing the social and 
cognitive development of 
children through the 
provision of educational, 
health, nutritional, social 
and other services to 
enrolled children and 
families.

Early Head Start, 
launched in 1995, provides 
support to low-income 
infants, toddlers, 

pregnant women and 
their families.

EHS programs enhance 
children’s physical, social, 
emotional, and 
intellectual development; 
assist pregnant women to 
access comprehensive 
prenatal and postpartum 
care; support parents’ 
efforts to fulfill their 
parental roles; and help 
parents move toward 
self-sufficiency.

Together Head Start 
and Early Head Start have 
served tens of millions of 
children and their 
families.

At Saginaw ISD Head 
Start our attentive staff is 
available Monday through 
Friday to answer all your 
questions and make every 
effort to ensure you are 
100 percent satisfied.

“Our mission is to provide high 
quality services, developing 
school readiness and family 

empowerment for prenatal to 
age five children and families by 

working in partnership with 
parents and the community.”

-Saginaw ISD HE/EHS

Source: www.saginawheadstart.org

Saginaw ISD Head Start
Claytor Administrative 

Building
3200 Perkins Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone 989.752.2193
Fax 989.921.7146

Office Hours
Monday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Thursday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

Friday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Saturday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM
Sunday: 8 AM - 4:30 PM

For additional information concerning
Saginaw ISD Head Start visit:

www.saginawheadstart.org

“Head Start 
graduates are more 

likely to graduate 
from high school 
and less likely to 

need special 
education, repeat a 

grade, or commit 
crimes in 

adolescence.”

 Joe Baca, former 
Dem. California 

Congressman

Sabrina Beeman-Jackson

Saginaw ISD Head Start/Early Head Start 
Program Director
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BUSINESS + FINANCE

Dow recognized for sustainability leadership with 24th 
year on Dow Jones Index

BY MB STAFF

MIDLAND — Dow Inc. has 
once again solidified its reputa-
tion as a global leader in sustain-
ability, earning a spot on the Dow 
Jones Sustainability World Index 
(DJSI World) for the 24th con-
secutive year. The company also 
marked its 19th year on the Dow 
Jones Sustainability North Amer-
ica Index (DJSI North America), 
highlighting its consistent dedi-
cation to sustainable practices in 
the chemical industry.

The DJSI, launched in 1999, 
serves as a benchmark for corpo-
rate sustainability, recognizing 

companies that excel in environ-
mental, social, and governance 
(ESG) performance. Dow’s con-
tinued presence on these indices 
underscores its position as a top-
performing company in the glob-
al chemical sector.

"Being listed among the lead-
ing companies in sustainability 
recognizes our efforts and mo-
tivates us to continue pursu-
ing performance excellence," 
said Andre Argenton, Dow’s 
chief sustainability officer and 
vice president of Environment, 
Health, Safety, and Sustainabil-
ity. "By embedding sustainabil-
ity practices into our operations 
and business performance, we 

aim to achieve consistent growth 
and create long-term value for all 
our stakeholders – from our em-
ployees and customers to our in-
vestors and the communities we 
serve. Together, we are driving 
positive change and contributing 
to a more sustainable future."

Dow’s 2024 ranking was bol-
stered by strong results in key 
areas assessed by S&P Global’s 
Corporate Sustainability As-
sessment (CSA). The company 
excelled in Climate Strategy, 
Water Management, Occupa-
tional Health & Safety, and Em-
ployee Support & Development 
Programs. These scores highlight 
Dow’s commitment to reducing 

its environmental impact while 
prioritizing the well-being and 
growth of its workforce.

The recognition reflects 
Dow’s ongoing efforts to inte-
grate sustainability into every 
aspect of its business. From in-
novative climate protection strat-
egies to comprehensive employee 
development programs, the com-
pany continues to set industry 
standards for corporate respon-
sibility and performance.

For more information on 
Dow’s sustainability initiatives 
and progress, visit their Intersec-
tions Progress Report online.

 THE DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY
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Connecting the Great Lakes
State to greater possibility
We’re investing in a brighter future for Michiganders so our communities are 
connected to the resources they need to live, learn, work and succeed.
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Learn how we’re helping to address the digital divide at attconnects.com/Michigan
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Entrepreneurs set ambitious goals for 2025
BY MB STAFF

As 2025 begins, entrepre-
neurs are setting bold goals to 
fuel growth, innovation, and 
resilience in the year ahead. 
Whether launching new ventures 
or scaling established business-
es, the New Year offers an op-
portunity to refine strategies and 
adapt to the ever-evolving mar-
ket landscape.

Understanding and adapting 
to consumer expectations is a cru-
cial first step. Modern consumers 
value personalized experiences, 
sustainability, and digital con-
venience. Businesses that align 
with these priorities are better 
positioned to foster loyalty and 
build strong customer relation-
ships. Regular surveys or social 
media engagement can provide 
valuable insights into consumer 
needs, helping businesses tailor 
their offerings. Emphasizing sus-
tainability in branding and op-
erations can also attract eco-con-
scious customers and enhance a 
company’s reputation.

Technology continues to be a 
vital tool for growth and efficien-
cy. Entrepreneurs are embrac-
ing automation software, cus-
tomer relationship management 
platforms, and data analytics to 
streamline operations. Expand-
ing into e-commerce or online 
marketplaces can open doors to 
broader audiences, increasing 
sales opportunities and visibility.

Networking and collabora-
tion remain key components of 
business success. Building mean-
ingful relationships within the 
industry can lead to new ideas, 
resources, and markets. Entre-
preneurs should consider joining 
local business organizations, at-
tending industry events, or par-
ticipating in online forums to 
expand their professional con-
nections. Partnering with com-
plementary businesses can also 
create mutually beneficial oppor-
tunities, such as joint marketing 

efforts or product collaborations.
Financial resilience is anoth-

er priority for many entrepre-
neurs. Creating a detailed budget 
for 2025, including contingencies 
for unexpected expenses, is es-
sential for navigating challenges. 
Diversifying income streams by 
exploring new products, services, 
or markets can help reduce reli-
ance on a single revenue source 
and provide greater stability.

Maintaining work-life bal-
ance and personal wellness is in-
creasingly recognized as a critical 
factor in long-term success. En-
trepreneurs should set realistic 
goals and delegate tasks where 
possible to avoid overextending 
themselves. Regular breaks and 
activities outside of work can 
help recharge and maintain a 
healthy perspective.

Customer engagement is a 

cornerstone of building trust and 
loyalty. Personalized marketing 
efforts, such as targeted email 
campaigns or loyalty programs, 
can foster meaningful connec-
tions. Responding promptly to 
customer feedback and imple-
menting suggestions when fea-
sible demonstrates that their 
input is valued, which can further 
strengthen relationships.

Staying informed and adap-
tive is crucial in a rapidly chang-
ing business environment. Keep-
ing up with industry trends 
through publications, webinars, 
and competitor analysis allows 
entrepreneurs to stay ahead. 
Being prepared to pivot strat-
egies when market conditions 
shift or new opportunities arise 
ensures continued relevance and 
competitiveness.

Innovation drives growth and 

differentiation, and fostering a 
culture of creativity is essential. 
Encouraging brainstorming ses-
sions with teams can generate 
fresh ideas for products, services, 
or marketing strategies. Testing 
new concepts through small-scale 
pilots before full launches reduc-
es risk and refines execution.

The landscape of 2025 pres-
ents both opportunities and 
challenges for entrepreneurs. 
By focusing on adaptability, in-
novation, and customer-centric 
strategies, business owners can 
position themselves for success. 
Balancing ambitious business 
goals with personal well-being 
creates a foundation for sus-
tainable growth, making 2025 a 
year of significant progress and 
achievement.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR (FILE PHOTO)
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Michigan workers to gain sick time benefits starting February
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Your dream wedding destination.

Our creative team delights in making your vision come to life 
so you and your guests will experience an unforgettable day. 

Start planning your dream wedding today with HORIZONS.

BY MB STAFF

SAGINAW — Starting February 21, Michigan workers will earn 
one hour of sick time for every 30 hours worked. Employers with ten 
or more employees must provide 72 hours of paid sick leave annually, 
while smaller businesses will offer 40 hours of paid leave and 32 hours 
unpaid.

The policy stems from a court ruling restoring a 2018 law, sparking 
concerns among businesses over strict reporting requirements. “This 
law requires extremely precise and detailed accounting of accruals for 
actual time worked,” said Brian Calley, President of the Small Busi-
ness Association of Michigan.

Workers can use sick time for illness, family needs, or domestic 
violence issues, but Calley raised concerns about misuse, noting docu-
mentation is only required after four consecutive days of absence.

The Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity 
has assured businesses that many existing benefits plans may already 
meet the new requirements. However, while some lawmakers express 
interest in revising the policy, Calley doubts changes will happen be-
fore the February deadline.

SICK WOMAN (FILE PHOTO)
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Ministry Without Walls expands vision with 
community-focused mission 

MINISTRY WITHOUT WALLS - 3783 MANNION RD, SAGINAW, MI 48603

FAITH IN FOCUS

BY PASTOR JOHN DUNN

Ministry Without Walls has 
recently returned to its location 
at 3783 Mannion Road with a 
renewed vision, shaped by re-
cent global events and the ongo-
ing impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Seeking divine guidance, 
the organization has embraced 
a broader mission: to make the 
church an integral part of the 
community.

The new direction for Min-
istry Without Walls is centered 
around the theme of "Breaking 
Down Walls." This initiative aims 
to bridge gaps between spiri-
tual life and community service, 
uniting church members, volun-
teers, and local professionals in a 
shared mission.

The organization’s vision in-
cludes several key objectives:

•	 Creating a space where the 
spirit, soul, and body can 
achieve wholeness.

•	 Providing resources to those 
in need.

•	 Fostering collaboration 

between the church, 
volunteers, and community 
professionals.

•	 Ensuring a welcoming 
environment where love 
prevails and judgment is 
absent.

•	 Maintaining privacy and 
prioritizing safety.

•	 Emphasizing the importance 
of the whole person.

Ministry Without Walls 
will continue to offer various 
teachings and seminars on top-
ics such as outreach, spiritual 
growth, mental health, healthy 
living, finding purpose, finan-
cial management, entrepreneur-
ship, and more. These programs 
are designed to address diverse 
needs and support personal 
development.

Recognizing that the mis-
sion field is close to home, not far 

away, the organization is commit-
ted to a collaborative approach, 
knowing that achieving this vi-
sion will require the collective ef-
fort of many. Ministry Without 
Walls is dedicating its resources, 
talents, and connections to dis-
mantle barriers and connect with 
the community more deeply.

Those interested in learning 
more or getting involved are en-
couraged to visit the church on 
Sundays at 11:00 AM. This offers 
an opportunity to meet Pastor 
John Dunn, ask questions, and 
experience the ministry’s mis-
sion firsthand.

For more information, visit 
Ministry Without Walls at 3783 
Mannion Road, Saginaw, MI 
48603.

SPONSORED CONTENT

PASTOR JOHN DUNN
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 A faith-filled journey into the New Year

BY MB STAFF

As the world ushers in 2025, 
it is an opportunity for believers 
to pause, reflect, and embrace 
the promise of a new year guid-
ed by faith. For many, the turn-
ing of the calendar symbolizes 
fresh beginnings, renewed com-
mitments, and a chance to draw 
closer to God’s purpose for their 
lives.

The Bible reminds us in Isa-
iah 43:18-19: “Forget the former 
things; do not dwell on the past. 
See, I am doing a new thing! Now 
it springs up; do you not per-
ceive it?” This passage invites 
us to let go of past disappoint-

ments and failures, trusting that 
God is working in the unseen to 
bring forth new blessings and 
opportunities.

A Time for Reflection

The New Year offers a mo-
ment to reflect on God’s faith-
fulness through the challenges 
and triumphs of 2024. Many 
have weathered trials, faced un-
certainties, and seen their faith 
tested, but have also experienced 
grace, provision, and growth. Re-
flecting on these moments allows 
us to approach 2025 with grati-
tude and confidence in God’s un-
changing promises.

Renewed Commitments

For those seeking direction in 
2025, Proverbs 3:5-6 offers reas-
surance: “Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he 
will make your paths straight.” 
This is a season to renew com-
mitments to prayer, worship, and 
service, aligning personal goals 
with God’s will.

Churches and faith communi-
ties are embracing the New Year 
with activities designed to inspire 
and encourage believers. Many 
congregations have planned fast-
ing and prayer events, vision-

casting services, and outreach 
programs to bless their commu-
nities in 2025.

A Year of Hope and Action

As we step into the New Year, 
it’s essential to carry hope into 
our relationships, workplaces, 
and communities. Faith is not 
only a personal journey but a 
call to action. Hebrews 10:24 re-
minds us, “And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds.”

Believers are encouraged to 
serve others, stand for justice, 
and be beacons of Christ’s love 
in their daily lives. Whether it’s 
mentoring youth, volunteering at 
food banks, or advocating for the 
marginalized, every act of kind-
ness is an opportunity to reflect 
God’s heart.

Embracing the Unknown

2025 will undoubtedly bring 
its share of uncertainties, but 
we are reminded in Philippians 
4:6-7 to “not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situa-
tion, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your re-
quests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Let this year be one of faith 
over fear, trusting that God goes 
before us in all things.

Looking Ahead

As we embrace 2025, let’s 
commit to being the hands and 
feet of Jesus in our families, 
workplaces, and communities. 
May this year be a testament to 
His glory as we grow in faith, live 
with purpose, and pursue the 
abundant life promised to us.

Happy New Year! May 2025 
be a year of blessing, peace, and 
renewed faith for all.

INSIDE A CHURCH (FILE PHOTO)
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

A
Agape Faith Bible Training 
Center
Rev. Dr. Joseph Rodriguez 
8121 Dixie Highway
Birch Run, MI 48415
(989) 777-3200 Ext. 20 

B
Bethlehem Temple Church 
of the Apostolic Faith
District Elder Curtis E. 
Johnson, Pastor 
3521 Webber St
Saginaw, Michigan 48601
989-755-8381

C
Christ Disciples Baptist Church
Founder Pastor Eddie Benson
Pastor Genevieve Benson
3317 Lapeer Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2444

Christ Fellowship Baptist Church
Rev. Robert Davis, Jr. 
818 N. Washington Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-4435
PastorD818@gmail.com

Christ Image Community Church
5501 Gratiot Rd
Saginaw, MI 48638
(989) 759-9161
christimage.us

F
Faith Harvest Church
Bishop Ronald E. Chipp
1734 N. Mason
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-4200
faithharvestministry.org
office@faithharvestministry.org

Faith Ministries Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony Revis
3420 E Ashman St.
Midland, MI 48642
989-837-7777
faithministrieschurch.org

G
Glimpse Of Hope Ministries
Pastor Leslie D Lewis
2211 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw Michigan 48601
989-755-9237
g.ministries@aol.com 

Glory House Ministries
Pastor Jim House
3660 Hermansau Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
(989) 752-4769

Grace Chapel Church
Pastor James Nelson
2202 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-3212

Greater Williams Temple
608 E Remington St
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-755-5291

H
Holy Communion Gospel 
Center
Pastor Charlene Washington
1245 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48607
989-752-3993

J
Jacob's Ladder
Pastor Dennis Barlow
1926 Fairfield Street
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-799-6601

L
Life in Christ Ministries
Pastor Dennis Cotton, Sr.
2915 S. Washington Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-401-4465
LifeInChristMinistries07@
gmail.com

M
Messiah Missionary Baptist 
Church
Pastor Otis Washington
2615 Williamson Road
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-777-2636
Fax: 989-777-2640
messiahmbc@att.net
messiahsag.org

Ministry Without Walls
Pastor, John Dunn
3783 Mannion Road
Saginaw, MI 48603

N
New Beginnings Deliverance 
Ministry
Pastor Roy & Evelyn Baldwin
2609 E. Genesee
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-777-8272
Pastorbaldwin@charter.net

New Beginnings Ministries
Pastor Augustine Delgado
701 Hess Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
newlife3881@gmail.com

New Birth Missionary Baptist
Bishop Larry D. Camel
3121 Sheridan
Saginaw, Michigan
989-327-1755

New Covenant Christian 
Center
Pastor Ron Frierson
2395 S. Outer Drive
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-8485

New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church
Rev. Dr. Willie F. Casey
1721 Tuscola Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-7600

New Life Baptist Ministries
Dr. Craig Tatum
1401 Janes Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-753-1151
newlifelcm.com 

New Mt. Calvary Baptist 
Church
Pastor Alfred "AJ" Harris Jr.
3610 Russel St.
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-0801

P
Prince of Peace Baptist 
Church
Pastor Robert C. Corley Jr.
825 North 24th Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-2841

R
Resurrection Life Ministries 
Full Gospel Baptist Church
Pastor Carolyn L. Wilkins 
2320 Sheridan Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-395-3142

S

Saint Paul Baptist Church
Rev, Dr., Vincent D. McMillon
120 North 15 St. 
Saginaw, MI. 48601
stpaul2@yahoo.com
Facebook: St Paul MBC Family 
Connection

Second Baptist Church
Pastor-Elect Marcelle T. Smith
1770 W. Youngs Ditch Rd.
Bay City, MI 48708
989-893-8631

T
Transforming Life Ministries
Pastor William Brown
523 Hayden
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-754-9573

True Vine Baptist Church
Pastor Paul E. Broaddus
2930 Janes Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
989-752-0751

U
United Missionary Baptist 
Church
Rev. Cedric Nickson
4290 Lamson Street
Saginaw, MI 48601
Church: 989-759-9411
Pastor 810.223.2987

V
Victorious Belivers Ministries 
Church
Pastor Chris V. Pryor
624 S. Outer Dr.
Saginaw, MI
989-755-7692



MICHIGAN BANNER
Mid-Michigan's Regional NewspaperJANUARY 1 - 15, 2025 PAGE 41

301 E. GENESEE AVE. SUITE 201, SAGINAW MI 48607     |      989-249-3818     |      MICHIGANBANNER.ORG

FUNDRAISING GOOD TIMES

Copyright 2024 – Mel and Pearl Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are authors of four books on fundraising available on Amazon.com. For help growing your fundraising visit www.saadandshaw.com or call (901) 522-8727.

The gift of imperfection
BY MEL AND PEARL SHAW

We recently facilitated a 
workshop and tried out a new ex-
ercise. A team member pulled us 
aside afterwards and shared that 
we really got people interacting. 
She said this with a smile and a 
positive tilt in her voice. We lis-
tened to her comments, smiling 
at each other as this was one of 
the goals of the workshop. Then 
she mentioned that she saw that 
some participants were uncom-
fortable with the exercise. We 
stopped smiling and looked at 
each other in distress. She con-
tinued, “You were being you – 
you’re known as out-of-the-box 
teachers, and you were out-of-
the-box. You know, no matter 
how great a job you do there are 
always going to be a diversity of 
reactions. That’s just the way we 
are as people.” We stopped hold-
ing our breath and relaxed our 
shoulders. What? We don’t have 
to be perfect? We don’t have to 
meet all the expectations of 100 
different people, every time? 
How wonderful to be reminded 
of our humanity – our human 
fragility, emotions, and imper-
fection – especially during a time 
when artificial intelligence can 
be confused with human intelli-
gence. What a gift – the wisdom 
to know that perfection is an elu-
sive, ever-changing measure that 
often isn’t shared in advance. 
And what does it mean if anyone 
of us is labeled as “perfect?” Does 
perfection make you better per-
son? More valuable? More intel-
ligent? More “in-demand?” 

Here are our thoughts on per-
fection: don’t try to be perfect; 
perfection is – for the most part 
– unattainable. We think that 
about life in general and also 

about fundraising. Very few or-
ganizations can perfectly imple-
ment all the best practices in all 
areas of fundraising. It’s not pos-
sible. No one has enough time, 
staff, talent, resources, and rela-
tionships to even try. Think in-
stead about what you can do with 
what you have. Make a short list 
of those actions you can take that 
you believe will help create the 
most meaningful positive change 
for your organization or institu-
tion. Not a long list, a short list. 
Consider, perhaps, how you can 
stretch a bit to increase the cir-
cle of people, ideas, and fund-
ing you have access to. Do one 
thing one day. On another day, 
take the first step towards a more 

complex action. Maybe your un-
dertaking will yield the results 
you anticipate. Maybe it will be 
better than you could have imag-
ined. Maybe it will fall flat or fail 
to gain traction. No matter what 
the result, don’t worry. You tried 
something. We can’t know in ad-
vance the results of actions we 
take… they are contingent upon 

so many variables, especially 
when it comes to fundraising. 

And that’s the gift of imper-
fection: you can try new things 
without knowing the answer or 
result in advance. You don’t have 
to beat yourself up if things don’t 
work out perfectly. You never 
know, they just may end up being 
perfect enough. 

FILE PHOTO
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PICS OF THE WEEK
On December 23, officers joined the East Side Soup Kitchen’s Annual 
Holiday Party and Christmas Store, teaming up with first responders, 
staff, and volunteers to serve the community during the holiday season.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Nontombi Naomi Tutu
Race & Gender Justice Activist

Saginaw Valley State University
Wednesday, January 22, 2025
7:00 p.m. — Malcolm Field Theatre
Located in Curtiss Hall

This event will feature:

• Keynote Address — the Rev. Nontombi Naomi Tutu

• Presentation of the MLK Scholarship Awards

• Presentation of the Regional Drum Major Awards

   The challenges of growing up black and female in apartheid 
South Africa have been the foundation of the Rev. Nontombi 
Naomi Tutu’s life as a motivational speaker and activist for 
human rights. Those experiences taught her that our whole 
human family loses when we accept situations of oppression, and 
how the teaching and preaching of hate and division injure us all.
   She started her public speaking as a college student at Berea 
College in Kentucky in the 1970s when she was invited to speak at 
churches, community groups and colleges and universities about 
her experiences growing up in apartheid South Africa. She has 
since become a much sought-after speaker to a wide variety of 
business associations, professional conferences, elected officials 
and church and civic organizations.
   The Rev. Tutu knew from the time she was young that she 
wanted to help change the lives of others and make a difference 
in the world. But she wanted to carve her own path. And that  
she has done.

For more information, please visit svsu.edu/mlk  
or contact the Office of Diversity Programs  
at 989-964-4068

SVSU will provide reasonable accommodations for those persons with disabilities. Individuals who wish accommodations should contact The Conference Center at SVSU at 989-964-4348 at least 
three days prior to the need. SVSU does not discriminate based on race, religion, color, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, physical impairment, disability or veteran status in the provision of 
education, employment and other services.

Special thanks to our 2025 sponsors & Great Lakes Bay Region partners

THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
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The Great Lakes Bay Region Does Better With

“When you want a 
great car or truck 

come see 
The Wright Guy 

for the job!”

John Wright
jwright@garberbuick.com
989-497-4444, ext. 1615

GarberBuick.com


